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L
u
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s.
H

er
re

p
o
rt

w
a
s

h
ig

h
ly

fa
v
o
u
ra

b
le

.
S
ir

W
il
li
a
m

h
a
d

b
ee

n
d
el

ig
h
te

d
w

it
h

h
im

.
H

e
w

a
s

q
u
it

e
y
o
u
n
g
,

w
o
n
d
er

fu
ll
y

h
a
n
d
so

m
e,

ex
-

tr
em

el
y

a
g
re

ea
b
le

,
a
n
d
,

to
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o
w

n
th

e
w

h
o
le

,
h
e

m
ea

n
t

to
b
e

a
t

th
e

n
ex

t
a
ss

em
b
ly

w
it

h
a

la
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e
p
a
rt

y.
N

o
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g
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u
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b
e
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o
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el

ig
h
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u
l!
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o

b
e
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n
d

o
f

d
a
n
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n
g
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a
s
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a
in
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w

a
rd

s
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v
e;

a
n
d

v
er

y
li
v
el

y
h
o
p
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o
f

M
r.

B
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g
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y
’s
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rt
w

er
e
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a
in
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.

“
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I
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n
b
u
t
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e

o
n
e

o
f

m
y

d
a
u
g
h
te
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h
a
p
p
il
y
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d
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t
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h
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d
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.
B
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n
et
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u
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a
n
d
,

“
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n
d
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er
s
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u
a
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y

w
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a
v
e
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a
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B
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,

a
n
d
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o
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b
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b
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e
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o
u
n
g
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b
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d
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b
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e
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w
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e
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m
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h
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n
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p
p
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w
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t
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d
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b
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n
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d
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y
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p
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b
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b
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f
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.
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b
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h
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b
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b
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n
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p
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t
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u
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b
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b
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a
rty

fo
r

th
e

b
a
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n
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g
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w
a
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b
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e
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n
d
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en

tlem
en

w
ith
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e
a
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b
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o
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a
n
u
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b
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b
u
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th
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b
efo
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b
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b
y

h
ea

rin
g
,
th

a
t

in
stea

d
o
f

tw
elv

e
h
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b
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u
g
h
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n
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h
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.
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a
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b
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h
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.
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h
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p
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n
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u
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H
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b
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b
u
t
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M
r.

D
a
rcy
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b
y
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b
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w
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w
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l
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n
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h
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f

h
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a
v
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d
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r.
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h
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-
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p
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o
u
n
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h
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b
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a
fi
n
e
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g
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e
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w
a
s
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h
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n
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so
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th
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n
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g
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d

h
e

w
a
s

lo
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ed
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t

w
ith

g
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t
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d
m
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n
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r
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b
o
u
t

h
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ev
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h
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e
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f

h
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r
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e

w
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b
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u
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b
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b
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n
d
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h
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e
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v
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a
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b
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b
ein

g
u
n
w

o
rth

y
to

b
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p
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b
a
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b
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es.
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b
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!
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H
u
rst

a
n
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d
eclin

ed
b
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u
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n
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n
d
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ev
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t
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o
m
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f

h
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p
a
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s
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.

H
e

w
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s

th
e

p
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u
d
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m
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g
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b
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m
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n

in
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e
w

o
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,
a
n
d

ev
ery

b
o
d
y

h
o
p
ed

th
a
t

h
e

w
o
u
ld

n
ev

er
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m
e

th
ere

a
g
a
in

.
A

m
o
n
g
st

th
e

m
o
st

v
io

len
t

a
g
a
in

st
h
im

w
a
s

M
rs.

B
en

n
et,

w
h
o
se

d
islik

e
o
f

h
is

g
en

-
era

l
b
eh

a
v
io

u
r

w
a
s

sh
a
rp

en
ed

in
to

p
a
rticu

la
r

resen
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en
t

b
y

h
is

h
a
v
in

g
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h
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o
n
e

o
f

h
er

d
a
u
g
h
ters.
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en

n
et

h
a
d

b
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o
b
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ed
,

b
y
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e

sca
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o
f

g
en
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,
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d
o
w

n
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r
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o
d
a
n
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a
n
d

d
u
rin

g
p
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rt

o
f

th
a
t
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M
r.

D
a
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h
a
d

b
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n
d
in

g
n
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r
en

o
u
g
h

fo
r

h
er

to
h
ea

r
a

co
n
v
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n

b
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h
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n
d
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r.

B
in

g
ley,

w
h
o
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m

e
fro

m
th

e
d
a
n
ce
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r

a
few

m
in

u
tes,

to
p
ress

h
is
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d
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in
it.

“
C

o
m

e,
D

a
rcy,”
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h
e,

“
I

m
u
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h
a
v
e

y
o
u

d
a
n
ce.

I
h
a
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o
u

sta
n
d
in
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a
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o
u
t

b
y
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o
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a
n
n
er.

Y
o
u

h
a
d
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u
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b
etter

d
a
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“
I
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a
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n
o
t.

Y
o
u
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n
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w
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o
w

I
d
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u
n
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I
a
m

p
a
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cq

u
a
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w
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p
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a
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b
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b
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b
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b
e

a
p
u
n
ish

m
en

t
to

m
e

to
sta

n
d

u
p

w
ith

.”
“
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o
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b
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so
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M
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p
o
n

m
y

h
o
n
o
u
r,

I
n
ev

er
m

et
w

ith
so

m
a
n
y

p
lea

sa
n
t

g
irls

in
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p
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r.
D

a
rcy,

lo
o
k
in

g
a
t

th
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M
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en
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et.
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h
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b
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b
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b
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p
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b
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a
rtn

er
to

in
tro

d
u
ce

y
o
u
.”

“
W

h
ich

d
o

y
o
u

m
ea

n
?”

a
n
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h
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b
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b
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p
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p
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b
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b
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a
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h
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p
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p
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h
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b
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p
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o
u
n
g

p
eo

p
le

th
is

is
,

M
r.

D
a
rc

y
!

T
h
er

e
is

n
o
th

in
g

li
k
e

d
a
n
ci

n
g

a
ft

er
a
ll
.

I
co

n
si

d
er

it
a
s

o
n
e

o
f

th
e

fi
rs

t
re

fi
n
em

en
ts

o
f

p
o
li
sh

ed
so

ci
et

y.
”

“
C

er
ta

in
ly

,
si

r;
a
n
d

it
h
a
s

th
e

a
d
v
a
n
ta

g
e

a
ls

o
o
f

b
ei

n
g

in
v
o
g
u
e

a
m

o
n
g
st

th
e

le
ss

p
o
li
sh

ed
so

ci
et

ie
s

o
f

th
e

w
o
rl

d
.

E
v
er

y
sa

v
a
g
e

ca
n

d
a
n
ce

.”
S
ir

W
il
li
a
m

o
n
ly

sm
il
ed

.
“
Y

o
u
r

fr
ie

n
d

p
er

fo
rm

s
d
el

ig
h
tf

u
ll
y,

”
h
e

co
n
ti

n
u
ed

a
ft

er
a

p
a
u
se

,
o
n

se
ei

n
g

B
in

g
le

y
jo

in
th

e
g
ro

u
p
;

“
a
n
d

I
d
o
u
b
t

n
o
t

th
a
t

y
o
u

a
re

a
n

a
d
ep

t
in

th
e

sc
ie

n
ce

y
o
u
rs

el
f,

M
r.

D
a
rc

y.
”

“
Y

o
u

sa
w

m
e

d
a
n
ce

a
t

M
er

y
to

n
,
I

b
el

ie
v
e,

si
r.
”
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“
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d
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,
a
n
d

receiv
ed

n
o

in
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n
sid

era
b
le

p
lea

su
re

fro
m

th
e

sig
h
t.

D
o

y
o
u

o
ften

d
a
n
ce

a
t

S
t.

Ja
m

es’s?”
“
N

ev
er,

sir.”
“
D

o
y
o
u

n
o
t

th
in

k
it

w
o
u
ld

b
e

a
p
ro

p
er

co
m

p
lim

en
t

to
th

e
p
la

ce?”
“
It

is
a

co
m

p
lim

en
t

w
h
ich

I
n
ev

er
p
a
y

to
a
n
y

p
la

ce
if

I
ca

n
a
v
o
id

it.”
“
Y

o
u

h
a
v
e

a
h
o
u
se

in
to

w
n
,
I

co
n
clu

d
e?”

M
r.

D
a
rcy

b
o
w

ed
.

“
I

h
a
d

o
n
ce

h
a
d

so
m

e
th

o
u
g
h
t

o
f

fi
x
in

g
in

to
w

n
m

y
self—

fo
r

I
a
m

fo
n
d

o
f

su
p
erio

r
so

ciety
;

b
u
t

I
d
id

n
o
t

feel
q
u
ite

certa
in

th
a
t

th
e

a
ir

o
f

L
o
n
d
o
n

w
o
u
ld

a
g
ree

w
ith

L
a
d
y

L
u
ca

s.”
H

e
p
a
u
sed

in
h
o
p
es

o
f

a
n

a
n
sw

er;
b
u
t

h
is

co
m

p
a
n
io

n
w

a
s

n
o
t

d
is-

p
o
sed

to
m

a
k
e

a
n
y
;
a
n
d

E
liza

b
eth

a
t

th
a
t

in
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n
t

m
o
v
in

g
to

w
a
rd

s
th

em
,

h
e

w
a
s

stru
ck

w
ith

th
e

a
ctio

n
o
f

d
o
in

g
a

v
ery

g
a
lla

n
t

th
in

g
,

a
n
d

ca
lled

o
u
t

to
h
er:

“
M

y
d
ea

r
M

iss
E

liza
,

w
h
y

a
re

y
o
u

n
o
t

d
a
n
cin

g
?

M
r.

D
a
rcy,

y
o
u

m
u
st

a
llo

w
m

e
to

p
resen

t
th

is
y
o
u
n
g

la
d
y

to
y
o
u

a
s

a
v
ery

d
esira

b
le

p
a
rtn

er.
Y

o
u

ca
n
n
o
t

refu
se

to
d
a
n
ce,

I
a
m

su
re

w
h
en

so
m

u
ch

b
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u
ty

is
b
efo

re
y
o
u
.”

A
n
d
,

ta
k
in

g
h
er

h
a
n
d
,

h
e

w
o
u
ld

h
a
v
e

g
iv

en
it

to
M

r.
D

a
rcy

w
h
o
,
th

o
u
g
h

ex
trem

ely
su

rp
rised

,
w

a
s

n
o
t

u
n
w

illin
g

to
receiv

e
it,

w
h
en

sh
e

in
sta

n
tly

d
rew

b
a
ck

,
a
n
d

sa
id

w
ith

so
m

e
d
isco

m
p
o
su

re
to

S
ir

W
illia

m
:

“
In

d
eed

,
sir,

I
h
a
v
e

n
o
t

th
e

lea
st

in
ten

tio
n

o
f

d
a
n
cin

g
.

I
en

trea
t

y
o
u

n
o
t

to
su

p
p
o
se

th
a
t

I
m

o
v
ed

th
is

w
a
y

in
o
rd

er
to

b
eg

fo
r

a
p
a
rtn

er.”
M

r.
D

a
rcy,

w
ith

g
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v
e

p
ro

p
riety,

req
u
ested

to
b
e

a
llo

w
ed

th
e

h
o
n
o
u
r

o
f

h
er

h
a
n
d
,
b
u
t

in
v
a
in

.
E

liza
b
eth

w
a
s

d
eterm

in
ed

;
n
o
r

d
id

S
ir

W
illia

m
a
t

a
ll

sh
a
k
e

h
er

p
u
rp

o
se

b
y

h
is

a
ttem

p
t

a
t

p
ersu

a
sio

n
.

“
Y

o
u

ex
cel

so
m

u
ch

in
th

e
d
a
n
ce,

M
iss

E
liza

,
th

a
t

it
is
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el

to
d
en

y
m

e
th

e
h
a
p
p
in

ess
o
f

seein
g

y
o
u
;

a
n
d

th
o
u
g
h

th
is

g
en

tlem
a
n

d
islik

es
th

e
a
m

u
sem

en
t

in
g
en

era
l,

h
e

ca
n

h
a
v
e

n
o

o
b
jectio

n
,
I

a
m

su
re,

to
o
b
lig

e
u
s

fo
r

o
n
e

h
a
lf-h

o
u
r.”

“
M

r.
D

a
rcy

is
a
ll

p
o
liten

ess,”
sa

id
E

liza
b
eth

,
sm

ilin
g
.

“
H

e
is,

in
d
eed

;
b
u
t,

co
n
sid

erin
g

th
e

in
d
u
cem

en
t,

m
y

d
ea

r
M

iss
E

liza
,

w
e

ca
n
n
o
t

w
o
n
d
er

a
t

h
is

co
m

p
la

isa
n
ce—

fo
r

w
h
o

w
o
u
ld

o
b
ject

to
su

ch
a

p
a
rtn

er?”
E

liza
b
eth

lo
o
k
ed

a
rch

ly,
a
n
d

tu
rn

ed
a
w

a
y.

H
er

resista
n
ce

h
a
d

n
o
t

in
ju

red
h
er

w
ith

th
e

g
en
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a
n
,
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n
d

h
e

w
a
s
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k
in

g
o
f

h
er

w
ith

so
m

e
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m
p
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h
en

th
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b
y
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u
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th
e
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b
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o
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r
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I
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o
u
ld
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g
in

e
n
o
t.”
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P
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b
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b
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d
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p
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h
e
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n
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p
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W
h
a
t

w
o
u
ld
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re
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b
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.
I

h
a
v
e

b
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e

v
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p
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w
h
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p
a
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o
f
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n
e
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e
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o
f

a
p
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w
o
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a
n
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n

b
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w
.”

M
iss

B
in

g
ley

im
m

ed
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tely
fi
x
ed

h
er

ey
es

o
n

h
is

fa
ce,

a
n
d

d
esired

h
e

w
o
u
ld

tell
h
er

w
h
a
t

la
d
y

h
a
d

th
e

cred
it

o
f

in
sp

irin
g

su
ch

refl
ectio

n
s.

M
r.

D
a
rcy

rep
lied

w
ith

g
rea

t
in

trep
id

ity
:

“
M

iss
E

liza
b
eth

B
en

n
et.”

“
M

iss
E

liza
b
eth

B
en

n
et!”

rep
ea

ted
M

iss
B

in
g
ley.

“
I

a
m

a
ll

a
sto

n
ish

-
m

en
t.

H
o
w

lo
n
g

h
a
s

sh
e

b
een

su
ch

a
fa

v
o
u
rite?—

a
n
d

p
ra

y,
w

h
en

a
m

I
to

w
ish

y
o
u

jo
y
?”

“
T

h
a
t

is
ex

a
ctly

th
e

q
u
estio

n
w

h
ich

I
ex

p
ected

y
o
u

to
a
sk

.
A

la
d
y
’s

im
a
g
in

a
tio

n
is

v
ery

ra
p
id

;
it

ju
m

p
s

fro
m

a
d
m

ira
tio

n
to

lo
v
e,

fro
m

lo
v
e

to
m

a
trim

o
n
y,

in
a

m
o
m

en
t.

I
k
n
ew

y
o
u

w
o
u
ld

b
e

w
ish

in
g

m
e

jo
y.”

“
N

a
y,

if
y
o
u

a
re

serio
u
s

a
b
o
u
t

it,
I

sh
a
ll

co
n
sid

er
th

e
m

a
tter

is
a
b
-

so
lu

tely
settled

.
Y

o
u

w
ill

b
e

h
a
v
in

g
a

ch
a
rm

in
g

m
o
th

er-in
-la

w
,

in
d
eed

;
a
n
d
,
o
f

co
u
rse,

sh
e

w
ill

a
lw

a
y
s

b
e

a
t

P
em

b
erley

w
ith

y
o
u
.”

H
e

listen
ed

to
h
er

w
ith

p
erfect

in
d
ifferen

ce
w

h
ile

sh
e

ch
o
se

to
en

ter-
ta

in
h
erself

in
th

is
m

a
n
n
er;

a
n
d

a
s

h
is

co
m

p
o
su

re
co

n
v
in

ced
h
er

th
a
t

a
ll

w
a
s

sa
fe,

h
er

w
it

fl
o
w

ed
lo

n
g
.C

h
a
p
ter
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’S

p
ro

p
erty
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a
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o
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en
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n
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te

o
f
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o

th
o
u
sa

n
d

a
y
ea

r,
w

h
ich

,
u
n
fo

rtu
n
a
tely

fo
r

h
is

d
a
u
g
h
ters,

w
a
s

en
ta

iled
,

in
d
efa

u
lt

o
f

h
eirs

m
a
le,

o
n

a
d
ista

n
t

rela
tio

n
;
a
n
d

th
eir

m
o
th

er’s
fo

rtu
n
e,

th
o
u
g
h

a
m

p
le

fo
r

h
er

situ
a
tio

n
in

life,
co

u
ld

b
u
t

ill
su

p
p
ly

th
e

d
efi

cien
cy

o
f

h
is.

H
er

fa
th

er
h
a
d

b
een

a
n

a
tto

rn
ey

in
M

ery
to

n
,

a
n
d

h
a
d

left
h
er

fo
u
r

th
o
u
sa

n
d

p
o
u
n
d
s.

S
h
e

h
a
d

a
sister

m
a
rried

to
a

M
r.

P
h
illip

s,
w

h
o

h
a
d

b
een

a
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to
th

eir
fa

th
er

a
n
d

su
cceed

ed
h
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in
th

e
b
u
sin

ess,
a
n
d

a
b
ro

th
er

settled
in

L
o
n
d
o
n

in
a

resp
ecta

b
le

lin
e

o
f

tra
d
e.

T
h
e

v
illa

g
e

o
f

L
o
n
g
b
o
u
rn

w
a
s

o
n
ly

o
n
e

m
ile

fro
m

M
ery

to
n
;

a
m

o
st
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h
er

. W
h
en

b
re

a
k
fa

st
w

a
s

o
v
er

th
ey

w
er

e
jo

in
ed

b
y

th
e

si
st

er
s;

a
n
d

E
li
za

-
b
et

h
b
eg

a
n

to
li
k
e

th
em

h
er

se
lf

,
w

h
en

sh
e

sa
w

h
o
w

m
u
ch

a
ff

ec
ti

o
n

a
n
d

so
li
ci

tu
d
e

th
ey

sh
o
w

ed
fo

r
Ja

n
e.

T
h
e

a
p
o
th

ec
a
ry

ca
m

e,
a
n
d

h
a
v
in

g
ex

-
a
m

in
ed

h
is

p
a
ti

en
t,

sa
id

,
a
s

m
ig

h
t

b
e

su
p
p
o
se

d
,

th
a
t

sh
e

h
a
d

ca
u
g
h
t

a
v
io

le
n
t

co
ld

,
a
n
d

th
a
t

th
ey

m
u
st

en
d
ea

v
o
u
r

to
g
et

th
e

b
et

te
r

o
f

it
;

a
d
-

v
is

ed
h
er

to
re

tu
rn

to
b
ed

,
a
n
d

p
ro

m
is

ed
h
er

so
m

e
d
ra

u
g
h
ts

.
T

h
e

a
d
v
ic

e
w

a
s

fo
ll
o
w

ed
re

a
d
il
y,

fo
r

th
e

fe
v
er

is
h

sy
m

p
to

m
s

in
cr

ea
se

d
,
a
n
d

h
er

h
ea

d
a
ch

ed
a
cu

te
ly

.
E

li
za

b
et

h
d
id

n
o
t

q
u
it

h
er

ro
o
m

fo
r

a
m

o
m

en
t;

n
o
r

w
er

e
th

e
o
th

er
la

d
ie

s
o
ft

en
a
b
se

n
t;

th
e

g
en

tl
em

en
b
ei

n
g

o
u
t,

th
ey

h
a
d
,
in

fa
ct

,
n
o
th

in
g

to
d
o

el
se

w
h
er

e.
W

h
en

th
e

cl
o
ck

st
ru

ck
th

re
e,

E
li
za

b
et

h
fe

lt
th

a
t

sh
e

m
u
st

g
o
,

a
n
d

v
er

y
u
n
w

il
li
n
g
ly

sa
id

so
.

M
is

s
B

in
g
le

y
o
ff

er
ed

h
er

th
e

ca
rr

ia
g
e,

a
n
d

sh
e

o
n
ly

w
a
n
te

d
a

li
tt

le
p
re

ss
in

g
to

a
cc

ep
t

it
,

w
h
en

Ja
n
e

te
st

ifi
ed

su
ch

co
n
ce

rn
in

p
a
rt

in
g

w
it

h
h
er

,
th

a
t

M
is

s
B

in
g
le

y
w

a
s

o
b
li
g
ed

to
co

n
v
er

t
th

e
o
ff

er
o
f

th
e

ch
a
is

e
to

a
n

in
v
it

a
ti

o
n

to
re

m
a
in

a
t

N
et

h
er

fi
el

d
fo

r
th

e
p
re

se
n
t.

E
li
za

b
et

h
m

o
st

th
a
n
k
fu

ll
y

co
n
se

n
te

d
,

a
n
d

a
se

rv
a
n
t

w
a
s

d
is

-
p
a
tc

h
ed

to
L

o
n
g
b
o
u
rn

to
a
cq

u
a
in

t
th

e
fa

m
il
y

w
it

h
h
er

st
a
y

a
n
d

b
ri

n
g

b
a
ck

a
su

p
p
ly

o
f

cl
o
th

es
.
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h
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p
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h
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p
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ra
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b
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h
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h
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ra
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o
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h
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p
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g
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b
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g
s.”

“
In

n
u
rsin

g
y
o
u
r

sister
I

a
m

su
re

y
o
u

h
a
v
e

p
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b
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b
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b
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h
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.
“
A

n
d

I
w

ish
m

y
co
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b
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b
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v
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b
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p
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.
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P
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b
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p
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n
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in
g

h
er

to
n
g
u
e;

a
n
d

if
y
o
u

ca
n

co
m

p
a
ss

it,
d
o

su
re

th
e

y
o
u
n
g
er

g
irls

o
f

ru
n
n
in

g
a
f-

ter
o
ffi

cers.
A

n
d
,

if
I

m
a
y

m
en

tio
n

so
d
elica

te
a

su
b
ject,

en
d
ea

v
o
u
r

to
ch

eck
th

a
t

little
so

m
eth

in
g
,

b
o
rd

erin
g

o
n

co
n
ceit

a
n
d

im
p
ertin

en
ce,

w
h
ich

y
o
u
r

la
d
y

p
o
ssesses.”

“
H

a
v
e

y
o
u

a
n
y
th

in
g

else
to

p
ro

p
o
se

fo
r

m
y

d
o
m

estic
felicity

?”
“
O

h
!

y
es.

D
o

let
th

e
p
o
rtra

its
o
f

y
o
u
r

u
n
cle

a
n
d

a
u
n
t

P
h
illip

s
b
e

p
la

ced
in

th
e

g
a
llery

a
t

P
em

b
erley.

P
u
t

th
em

n
ex

t
to

y
o
u
r

g
rea

t-u
n
cle

th
e

ju
d
g
e.

T
h
ey

a
re

in
th

e
sa

m
e

p
ro

fessio
n
,

y
o
u

k
n
o
w

,
o
n
ly

in
d
ifferen

t
lin

es.
A

s
fo

r
y
o
u
r

E
liza

b
eth

’s
p
ictu

re,
y
o
u

m
u
st

n
o
t

h
a
v
e

it
ta

k
en

,
fo

r
w

h
a
t

p
a
in

ter
co

u
ld

d
o

ju
stice

to
th

o
se

b
ea

u
tifu

l
ey

es?”
“
It

w
o
u
ld

n
o
t

b
e

ea
sy,

in
d
eed

,
to

ca
tch

th
eir

ex
p
ressio

n
,

b
u
t

th
eir

co
lo

u
r

a
n
d

sh
a
p
e,

a
n
d

th
e

ey
ela

sh
es,

so
rem

a
rk

a
b
ly

fi
n
e,

m
ig

h
t

b
e

co
p
ied

.”
A

t
th

a
t

m
o
m

en
t

th
ey

w
ere

m
et

fro
m

a
n
o
th

er
w

a
lk

b
y

M
rs.

H
u
rst

a
n
d

E
liza

b
eth

h
erself.

“
I

d
id

n
o
t

k
n
o
w

th
a
t

y
o
u

in
ten

d
ed

to
w

a
lk

,”
sa

id
M

iss
B

in
g
ley,

in
so

m
e

co
n
fu

sio
n
,
lest

th
ey

h
a
d

b
een

o
v
erh

ea
rd

.
“
Y

o
u

u
sed

u
s

a
b
o
m

in
a
b
ly

ill,”
a
n
sw

ered
M

rs.
H

u
rst,

“
ru

n
n
in

g
a
w

a
y

w
ith

o
u
t

tellin
g

u
s

th
a
t

y
o
u

w
ere

co
m

in
g

o
u
t.”

T
h
en

ta
k
in

g
th

e
d
isen

g
a
g
ed

a
rm

o
f

M
r.

D
a
rcy,

sh
e

left
E

liza
b
eth

to
w

a
lk

b
y

h
erself.

T
h
e

p
a
th

ju
st

a
d
m

itted
th

ree.
M

r.
D

a
rcy

felt
th

eir
ru

d
en

ess,
a
n
d

im
m

ed
ia

tely
sa

id
:

“
T

h
is

w
a
lk

is
n
o
t

w
id

e
en

o
u
g
h

fo
r

o
u
r

p
a
rty.

W
e

h
a
d

b
etter

g
o

in
to

th
e

a
v
en

u
e.”

B
u
t
E

liza
b
eth

,
w

h
o

h
a
d

n
o
t

th
e

lea
st

in
clin

a
tio

n
to

rem
a
in

w
ith

th
em

,
la

u
g
h
in

g
ly

a
n
sw

ered
:

“
N

o
,

n
o
;

sta
y

w
h
ere

y
o
u

a
re.

Y
o
u

a
re

ch
a
rm

in
g
ly

g
ro

u
p
ed

,
a
n
d

a
p
p
ea

r
to

u
n
co

m
m

o
n

a
d
v
a
n
ta

g
e.

T
h
e

p
ictu

resq
u
e

w
o
u
ld

b
e

sp
o
ilt

b
y

a
d
m

ittin
g

a
fo

u
rth

.
G

o
o
d
-b

y
e.”

S
h
e

th
en

ra
n

g
a
ily

o
ff,

rejo
icin

g
a
s

sh
e

ra
m

b
led

a
b
o
u
t,

in
th

e
h
o
p
e

o
f

b
ein

g
a
t

h
o
m

e
a
g
a
in

in
a

d
a
y

o
r

tw
o
.

Ja
n
e

w
a
s

a
lrea

d
y

so
m

u
ch

reco
v
-

ered
a
s

to
in

ten
d

lea
v
in

g
h
er

ro
o
m

fo
r

a
co

u
p
le

o
f

h
o
u
rs

th
a
t

ev
en

in
g
.
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a
p
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W
H

E
N

T
H

E
L

A
D

IE
S

rem
o
v
ed

a
fter

d
in

n
er,

E
liza

b
eth

ra
n

u
p

to
h
er

sister,
a
n
d

seein
g

h
er

w
ell

g
u
a
rd

ed
fro

m
co

ld
,

a
tten

d
ed

h
er

in
to

th
e

d
ra

w
in

g
-

ro
o
m

,
w

h
ere

sh
e

w
a
s

w
elco

m
ed

b
y

h
er

tw
o

frien
d
s

w
ith

m
a
n
y

p
ro

fes-
sio

n
s

o
f

p
lea

su
re;

a
n
d

E
liza

b
eth

h
a
d

n
ev

er
seen

th
em

so
a
g
reea

b
le

a
s

th
ey

w
ere

d
u
rin

g
th

e
h
o
u
r

w
h
ich

p
a
ssed

b
efo

re
th

e
g
en

tlem
en

a
p
p
ea

red
.

T
h
eir

p
o
w

ers
o
f

co
n
v
ersa

tio
n

w
ere

co
n
sid

era
b
le.

T
h
ey

co
u
ld

d
escrib

e
a
n

en
terta

in
m

en
t

w
ith

a
ccu

ra
cy,

rela
te

a
n

a
n
ecd

o
te

w
ith

h
u
m

o
u
r,

a
n
d

la
u
g
h

a
t

th
eir

a
cq

u
a
in

ta
n
ce

w
ith

sp
irit.

B
u
t

w
h
en

th
e

g
en

tlem
en

en
tered

,
Ja

n
e

w
a
s

n
o

lo
n
g
er

th
e

fi
rst

o
b
ject;

M
iss

B
in

g
ley

’s
ey

es
w

ere
in

sta
n
tly

tu
rn

ed
to

w
a
rd

D
a
rcy,

a
n
d

sh
e

h
a
d

so
m

eth
in

g
to

sa
y

to
h
im

b
efo

re
h
e

h
a
d

a
d
v
a
n
ced

m
a
n
y

step
s.

H
e

a
d
-

d
ressed

h
im

self
to

M
iss

B
en

n
et,

w
ith

a
p
o
lite

co
n
g
ra

tu
la

tio
n
;
M

r.
H

u
rst

a
lso

m
a
d
e

h
er

a
slig

h
t

b
o
w

,
a
n
d

sa
id

h
e

w
a
s

“
v
ery

g
la

d
;”

b
u
t

d
iffu

sen
ess

a
n
d

w
a
rm

th
rem

a
in

ed
fo

r
B

in
g
ley

’s
sa

lu
ta

tio
n
.

H
e

w
a
s

fu
ll

o
f

jo
y

a
n
d

a
tten

tio
n
.

T
h
e

fi
rst

h
a
lf-h

o
u
r

w
a
s

sp
en

t
in

p
ilin

g
u
p

th
e

fi
re,

lest
sh

e
sh

o
u
ld

su
ffer

fro
m

th
e

ch
a
n
g
e

o
f

ro
o
m

;
a
n
d

sh
e

rem
o
v
ed

a
t

h
is

d
esire

to
th

e
o
th

er
sid

e
o
f

th
e

fi
rep

la
ce,

th
a
t

sh
e

m
ig

h
t

b
e

fu
rth

er
fro

m
th

e
d
o
o
r.

H
e

th
en

sa
t

d
o
w

n
b
y

h
er,

a
n
d

ta
lk

ed
sca

rcely
to

a
n
y
o
n
e

else.
E

liza
b
eth

,
a
t

w
o
rk

in
th

e
o
p
p
o
site

co
rn

er,
sa

w
it

a
ll

w
ith

g
rea

t
d
elig

h
t.

W
h
en

tea
w

a
s

o
v
er,

M
r.

H
u
rst

rem
in

d
ed

h
is

sister-in
-la

w
o
f

th
e

ca
rd

-
ta

b
le—

b
u
t

in
v
a
in

.
S
h
e

h
a
d

o
b
ta

in
ed

p
riv

a
te

in
tellig

en
ce

th
a
t

M
r.

D
a
rcy

d
id

n
o
t

w
ish

fo
r

ca
rd

s;
a
n
d

M
r.

H
u
rst

so
o
n

fo
u
n
d

ev
en

h
is

o
p
en

p
etitio

n
rejected

.
S
h
e

a
ssu

red
h
im

th
a
t

n
o

o
n
e

in
ten

d
ed

to
p
la

y,
a
n
d

th
e

silen
ce

o
f

th
e

w
h
o
le

p
a
rty

o
n

th
e

su
b
ject

seem
ed

to
ju

stify
h
er.

M
r.

H
u
rst

h
a
d

th
erefo

re
n
o
th

in
g

to
d
o
,

b
u
t

to
stretch

h
im

self
o
n

o
n
e

o
f

th
e

so
fa

s
a
n
d

g
o

to
sleep

.
D

a
rcy

to
o
k

u
p

a
b
o
o
k
;

M
iss

B
in

g
ley

d
id

th
e

sa
m

e;
a
n
d

M
rs.

H
u
rst,

p
rin

cip
a
lly

o
ccu

p
ied

in
p
la

y
in

g
w

ith
h
er

b
ra

celets
a
n
d

rin
g
s,

jo
in

ed
n
o
w

a
n
d

th
en

in
h
er

b
ro

th
er’s

co
n
v
ersa

tio
n

w
ith

M
iss

B
en

n
et.

M
iss

B
in

g
ley

’s
a
tten

tio
n

w
a
s

q
u
ite

a
s

m
u
ch

en
g
a
g
ed

in
w

a
tch

in
g

M
r.

D
a
rcy

’s
p
ro

g
ress

th
ro

u
g
h

h
is

b
o
o
k
,

a
s

in
rea

d
in

g
h
er

o
w

n
;

a
n
d

sh
e

w
a
s

p
erp

etu
a
lly

eith
er

m
a
k
in

g
so

m
e

in
q
u
iry,

o
r

lo
o
k
in

g
a
t

h
is

p
a
g
e.

S
h
e

co
u
ld

n
o
t

w
in

h
im

,
h
o
w

ev
er,

to
a
n
y

co
n
v
ersa

tio
n
;

h
e

m
erely

a
n
sw

ered
h
er

q
u
estio

n
,

a
n
d

rea
d

o
n
.

A
t

len
g
th

,
q
u
ite

ex
h
a
u
sted

b
y

th
e

a
ttem

p
t

to
b
e

a
m

u
sed

w
ith

h
er

o
w

n
b
o
o
k
,

w
h
ich

sh
e

h
a
d

o
n
ly

ch
o
sen

b
eca

u
se

it
w

a
s

th
e

seco
n
d

v
o
lu

m
e

o
f

h
is,

sh
e

g
a
v
e

a
g
rea

t
y
a
w

n
a
n
d

sa
id

,
“
H

o
w

p
lea

sa
n
t

it
is

to
sp

en
d

a
n

ev
en

in
g

in
th

is
w

a
y
!

I
d
ecla

re
a
fter

a
ll

th
ere

is
n
o

en
jo

y
m

en
t

lik
e

rea
d
in

g
!

H
o
w

m
u
ch

so
o
n
er

o
n
e

tires
o
f

a
n
y
th

in
g
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J
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S
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E
N

te
n
d
er

ly
,
sh

e
ev

en
sh

o
o
k

h
a
n
d
s

w
it

h
th

e
fo

rm
er

.
E

li
za

b
et

h
to

o
k

le
a
v
e

o
f

th
e

w
h
o
le

p
a
rt

y
in

th
e

li
v
el

ie
st

o
f

sp
ir

it
s.

T
h
ey

w
er

e
n
o
t

w
el

co
m

ed
h
o
m

e
v
er

y
co

rd
ia

ll
y

b
y

th
ei

r
m

o
th

er
.

M
rs

.
B

en
n
et

w
o
n
d
er

ed
a
t

th
ei

r
co

m
in

g
,
a
n
d

th
o
u
g
h
t

th
em

v
er

y
w

ro
n
g

to
g
iv

e
so

m
u
ch

tr
o
u
b
le

,
a
n
d

w
a
s

su
re

Ja
n
e

w
o
u
ld

h
a
v
e

ca
u
g
h
t

co
ld

a
g
a
in

.
B

u
t

th
ei

r
fa

th
er

,
th

o
u
g
h

v
er

y
la

co
n
ic

in
h
is

ex
p
re

ss
io

n
s

o
f

p
le

a
su

re
,

w
a
s

re
-

a
ll
y

g
la

d
to

se
e

th
em

;
h
e

h
a
d

fe
lt

th
ei

r
im

p
o
rt

a
n
ce

in
th

e
fa

m
il
y

ci
rc

le
.

T
h
e

ev
en

in
g

co
n
v
er

sa
ti

o
n
,
w

h
en

th
ey

w
er

e
a
ll

a
ss

em
b
le

d
,
h
a
d

lo
st

m
u
ch

o
f

it
s

a
n
im

a
ti

o
n
,

a
n
d

a
lm

o
st

a
ll

it
s

se
n
se

b
y

th
e

a
b
se

n
ce

o
f

Ja
n
e

a
n
d

E
li
za

b
et

h
.

T
h
ey

fo
u
n
d

M
a
ry

,
a
s

u
su

a
l,

d
ee

p
in

th
e

st
u
d
y

o
f

th
o
ro

u
g
h
-b

a
ss

a
n
d

h
u
m

a
n

n
a
tu

re
;

a
n
d

h
a
d

so
m

e
ex

tr
a
ct

s
to

a
d
m

ir
e,

a
n
d

so
m

e
n
ew

o
b
-

se
rv

a
ti

o
n
s

o
f

th
re

a
d
b
a
re

m
o
ra

li
ty

to
li
st

en
to

.
C

a
th

er
in

e
a
n
d

L
y
d
ia

h
a
d

in
fo

rm
a
ti

o
n

fo
r

th
em

o
f

a
d
if

fe
re

n
t
so

rt
.

M
u
ch

h
a
d

b
ee

n
d
o
n
e

a
n
d

m
u
ch

h
a
d

b
ee

n
sa

id
in

th
e

re
g
im

en
t

si
n
ce

th
e

p
re

ce
d
in

g
W

ed
n
es

d
a
y
;
se

v
er

a
l
o
f

th
e

o
ffi

ce
rs

h
a
d

d
in

ed
la

te
ly

w
it

h
th

ei
r

u
n
cl

e,
a

p
ri

v
a
te

h
a
d

b
ee

n
fl
o
g
g
ed

,
a
n
d

it
h
a
d

a
ct

u
a
ll
y

b
ee

n
h
in

te
d

th
a
t

C
o
lo

n
el

F
o
rs

te
r

w
a
s

g
o
in

g
to

b
e

m
a
rr

ie
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.
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b
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b
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d
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o
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p
a
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I

k
n
o
w

o
f

n
o
b
o
d
y

th
a
t
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,
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a
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a
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p
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p
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.
I
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o
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o
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b
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v
e

sh
e

o
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a
t

h
o
m

e.
”
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h
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p
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so
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o
f
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h
o
m

I
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n
,
a
n
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ra
n
g
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tl
y

w
is

h
ed

to
h
ea

l
th

e
b
re

a
ch

;
b
u
t

fo
r

so
m

e
ti

m
e

I
w

a
s

k
ep

t
b
a
ck

b
y

m
y

o
w

n
d
o
u
b
ts

,
fe

a
ri

n
g

le
st

it
m

ig
h
t

se
em

d
is

re
sp

ec
tf

u
l

to
h
is

m
em

o
ry

fo
r

m
e

to
b
e

o
n

g
o
o
d

te
rm

s
w

it
h

a
n
y
-

o
n
e

w
it

h
w

h
o
m

it
h
a
d

a
lw

a
y
s

p
le

a
se

d
h
im

to
b
e

a
t

v
a
ri

a
n
ce

.—
‘T

h
er

e,
M

rs
.

B
en

n
et

.’
—

M
y

m
in

d
,

h
o
w

ev
er

,
is

n
o
w

m
a
d
e

u
p

o
n

th
e

su
b
je

ct
,

fo
r
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g
receiv

ed
o
rd

in
a
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n
a
t

E
a
ster,

I
h
a
v
e

b
een

so
fo

rtu
n
a
te

a
s

to
b
e

d
istin

g
u
ish

ed
b
y

th
e

p
a
tro

n
a
g
e

o
f

th
e

R
ig

h
t

H
o
n
o
u
ra

b
le

L
a
d
y

C
a
th

er-
in

e
d
e

B
o
u
rg

h
,
w

id
o
w

o
f

S
ir

L
ew

is
d
e

B
o
u
rg

h
,
w

h
o
se

b
o
u
n
ty

a
n
d

b
en

ef-
icen

ce
h
a
s

p
referred

m
e

to
th

e
v
a
lu

a
b
le

recto
ry

o
f

th
is

p
a
rish

,
w

h
ere

it
sh

a
ll

b
e

m
y

ea
rn

est
en

d
ea

v
o
u
r

to
d
em

ea
n

m
y
self

w
ith

g
ra

tefu
l

resp
ect

to
w

a
rd

s
h
er

la
d
y
sh

ip
,
a
n
d

b
e

ev
er

rea
d
y

to
p
erfo

rm
th

o
se

rites
a
n
d

cere-
m

o
n
ies

w
h
ich

a
re

in
stitu

ted
b
y

th
e

C
h
u
rch

o
f

E
n
g
la

n
d
.

A
s

a
clerg

y
m

a
n
,

m
o
reo

v
er,

I
feelit

m
y

d
u
ty

to
p
ro

m
o
te

a
n
d

esta
b
lish

th
e

b
lessin

g
o
f
p
ea

ce
in

a
ll

fa
m

ilies
w

ith
in

in
th

e
rea

ch
o
f

m
y

in
fl
u
en

ce;
a
n
d

o
n

th
ese

g
ro

u
n
d
s

I
fl
a
tter

m
y
self

th
a
t

m
y

p
resen

t
o
v
ertu

res
a
re

h
ig

h
ly

co
m

m
en

d
a
b
le,

a
n
d

th
a
t

th
e

circu
m

sta
n
ce

o
f

m
y

b
ein

g
n
ex

t
in

th
e

en
ta

il
o
f

L
o
n
g
b
o
u
rn

esta
te

w
ill

b
e

k
in

d
ly

o
v
erlo

o
k
ed

o
n

y
o
u
r

sid
e,

a
n
d

n
o
t

lea
d

y
o
u

to
reject

th
e

o
ffered

o
liv

e-b
ra

n
ch

.
I

ca
n
n
o
t

b
e

o
th

erw
ise

th
a
n

co
n
cern

ed
a
t

b
ein

g
th

e
m

ea
n
s

o
f

in
ju

rin
g

y
o
u
r

a
m

ia
b
le

d
a
u
g
h
ters,

a
n
d

b
eg

lea
v
e

to
a
p
o
lo

g
ise

fo
r

it,
a
s

w
ell

a
s

to
a
ssu

re
y
o
u

o
f

m
y

rea
d
in

ess
to

m
a
k
e

th
em

ev
ery

p
o
s-

sib
le

a
m

en
d
s—

b
u
t

o
f

th
is

h
erea

fter.
If

y
o
u

sh
o
u
ld

h
a
v
e

n
o

o
b
jectio

n
to

receiv
e

m
e

in
to

y
o
u
r

h
o
u
se,

I
p
ro

p
o
se

m
y
self

th
e

sa
tisfa

ctio
n

o
f

w
a
itin

g
o
n

y
o
u

a
n
d

y
o
u
r

fa
m

ily,
M

o
n
d
a
y,

N
o
v
em

b
er

1
8
th

,
b
y

fo
u
r

o
’clo

ck
,
a
n
d

sh
a
ll

p
ro

b
a
b
ly

tresp
a
ss

o
n

y
o
u
r

h
o
sp

ita
lity

till
th

e
S
a
tu

rd
a
y

se’en
n
ig

h
t

fo
llo

w
in

g
,
w

h
ich

I
ca

n
d
o

w
ith

o
u
t
a
n
y

in
co

n
v
en

ien
ce,

a
s

L
a
d
y

C
a
th

erin
e

is
fa

r
fro

m
o
b
jectin

g
to

m
y

o
cca

sio
n
a
l

a
b
sen

ce
o
n

a
S
u
n
d
a
y,

p
ro

v
id

ed
th

a
t

so
m

e
o
th

er
clerg

y
m

a
n

is
en

g
a
g
ed

to
d
o

th
e

d
u
ty

o
f

th
e

d
a
y.—

I
re-

m
a
in

,
d
ea

r
sir,

w
ith

resp
ectfu

l
co

m
p
lim

en
ts

to
y
o
u
r

la
d
y

a
n
d

d
a
u
g
h
ters,

y
o
u
r

w
ell-w

ish
er

a
n
d

frien
d
,

“
W

illia
m

C
o
llin

s”

“
A

t
fo

u
r

o
’clo

ck
,

th
erefo

re,
w

e
m

a
y

ex
p
ect

th
is

p
ea

ce-m
a
k
in

g
g
en

-
tlem

a
n
,”

sa
id

M
r.

B
en

n
et,

a
s

h
e

fo
ld

ed
u
p

th
e

letter.
“
H

e
seem

s
to

b
e

a
m

o
st

co
n
scien

tio
u
s

a
n
d

p
o
lite

y
o
u
n
g

m
a
n
,

u
p
o
n

m
y

w
o
rd

,
a
n
d

I
d
o
u
b
t

n
o
t

w
ill

p
ro

v
e

a
v
a
lu

a
b
le

a
cq

u
a
in

ta
n
ce,

esp
ecia

lly
if

L
a
d
y

C
a
th

erin
e

sh
o
u
ld

b
e

so
in

d
u
lg

en
t

a
s

to
let

h
im

co
m

e
to

u
s

a
g
a
in

.”
“
T

h
ere

is
so

m
e

sen
se

in
w

h
a
t

h
e

sa
y
s

a
b
o
u
t

th
e

g
irls,

h
o
w

ev
er,

a
n
d

if
h
e

is
d
isp

o
sed

to
m

a
k
e

th
em

a
n
y

a
m

en
d
s,

I
sh

a
ll

n
o
t

b
e

th
e

p
erso

n
to

d
isco

u
ra

g
e

h
im

.”
“
T

h
o
u
g
h

it
is

d
iffi

cu
lt,”

sa
id

Ja
n
e,

“
to

g
u
ess

in
w

h
a
t

w
a
y

h
e

ca
n

m
ea

n
to

m
a
k
e

u
s

th
e

a
to

n
em

en
t

h
e

th
in

k
s

o
u
r

d
u
e,

th
e

w
ish

is
certa

in
ly

to
h
is

cred
it.”

E
liza

b
eth

w
a
s

ch
iefl

y
stru

ck
b
y

h
is

ex
tra

o
rd

in
a
ry

d
eferen

ce
fo

r
L

a
d
y

C
a
th

erin
e,

a
n
d

h
is

k
in

d
in

ten
tio

n
o
f

ch
risten

in
g
,
m

a
rry

in
g
,
a
n
d

b
u
ry

in
g

4
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P
R

I
D

E
A

N
D

P
R

E
J

U
D

I
C

E

h
is

p
a
rish

io
n
ers

w
h
en

ev
er

it
w

ere
req

u
ired

.
“
H

e
m

u
st

b
e

a
n

o
d
d
ity,

I
th

in
k
,”

sa
id

sh
e.

“
I

ca
n
n
o
t

m
a
k
e

h
im

o
u
t.—

T
h
ere

is
so

m
eth

in
g

v
ery

p
o
m

p
o
u
s

in
h
is

sty
le.—

A
n
d

w
h
a
t

ca
n

h
e

m
ea

n
b
y

a
p
o
lo

g
isin

g
fo

r
b
ein

g
n
ex

t
in

th
e

en
ta

il?—
W

e
ca

n
n
o
t

su
p
p
o
se

h
e

w
o
u
ld

h
elp

it
if

h
e

co
u
ld

.—
C

o
u
ld

h
e

b
e

a
sen

sib
le

m
a
n
,
sir?”

“
N

o
,

m
y

d
ea

r,
I

th
in

k
n
o
t.

I
h
a
v
e

g
rea

t
h
o
p
es

o
f

fi
n
d
in

g
h
im

q
u
ite

th
e

rev
erse.

T
h
ere

is
a

m
ix

tu
re

o
f

serv
ility

a
n
d

self-im
p
o
rta

n
ce

in
h
is

letter,
w

h
ich

p
ro

m
ises

w
ell.

I
a
m

im
p
a
tien

t
to

see
h
im

.”
“
In

p
o
in

t
o
f

co
m

p
o
sitio

n
,”

sa
id

M
a
ry,

“
th

e
letter

d
o
es

n
o
t

seem
d
efectiv

e.
T

h
e

id
ea

o
f

th
e

o
liv

e-b
ra

n
ch

p
erh

a
p
s

is
n
o
t

w
h
o
lly

n
ew

,
y
et

I
th

in
k

it
is

w
ell

ex
p
ressed

.”
T

o
C

a
th

erin
e

a
n
d

L
y
d
ia

,
n
eith

er
th

e
letter

n
o
r

its
w

riter
w

ere
in

a
n
y

d
eg

ree
in

terestin
g
.

It
w

a
s

n
ex

t
to

im
p
o
ssib

le
th

a
t

th
eir

co
u
sin

sh
o
u
ld

co
m

e
in

a
sca

rlet
co

a
t,

a
n
d

it
w

a
s

n
o
w

so
m

e
w

eek
s

sin
ce

th
ey

h
a
d

re-
ceiv

ed
p
lea

su
re

fro
m

th
e

so
ciety

o
f

a
m

a
n

in
a
n
y

o
th

er
co

lo
u
r.

A
s

fo
r

th
eir

m
o
th

er,
M

r.
C

o
llin

s’s
letter

h
a
d

d
o
n
e

a
w

a
y

m
u
ch

o
f

h
er

ill-w
ill,

a
n
d

sh
e

w
a
s

p
rep

a
rin

g
to

see
h
im

w
ith

a
d
eg

ree
o
f

co
m

p
o
su

re
w

h
ich

a
sto

n
ish

ed
h
er

h
u
sb

a
n
d

a
n
d

d
a
u
g
h
ters.

M
r.

C
o
llin

s
w

a
s

p
u
n
ctu

a
l

to
h
is

tim
e,

a
n
d

w
a
s

receiv
ed

w
ith

g
rea

t
p
o
liten

ess
b
y

th
e

w
h
o
le

fa
m

ily.
M

r.
B

en
n
et

in
d
eed

sa
id

little;
b
u
t

th
e

la
d
ies

w
ere

rea
d
y

en
o
u
g
h

to
ta

lk
,

a
n
d

M
r.

C
o
llin

s
seem

ed
n
eith

er
in

n
eed

o
f

en
co

u
ra

g
em

en
t,

n
o
r

in
clin

ed
to

b
e

silen
t

h
im

self.
H

e
w

a
s

a
ta

ll,
h
ea

v
y
-lo

o
k
in

g
y
o
u
n
g

m
a
n

o
f

fi
v
e-a

n
d
-tw

en
ty.

H
is

a
ir

w
a
s

g
ra

v
e

a
n
d

sta
tely,

a
n
d

h
is

m
a
n
n
ers

w
ere

v
ery

fo
rm

a
l.

H
e

h
a
d

n
o
t

b
een

lo
n
g

sea
ted

b
efo

re
h
e

co
m

p
lim

en
ted

M
rs.

B
en

n
et

o
n

h
a
v
in

g
so

fi
n
e

a
fa

m
ily

o
f

d
a
u
g
h
ters;

sa
id

h
e

h
a
d

h
ea

rd
m

u
ch

o
f

th
eir

b
ea

u
ty,

b
u
t

th
a
t

in
th

is
in

sta
n
ce

fa
m

e
h
a
d

fa
llen

sh
o
rt

o
f

th
e

tru
th

;
a
n
d

a
d
d
ed

,
th

a
t

h
e

d
id

n
o
t

d
o
u
b
t

h
er

seein
g

th
em

a
ll

in
d
u
e

tim
e

d
isp

o
sed

o
f

in
m

a
rria

g
e.

T
h
is

g
a
lla

n
try

w
a
s

n
o
t

m
u
ch

to
th

e
ta

ste
o
f

so
m

e
o
f

h
is

h
ea

rers;
b
u
t

M
rs.

B
en

n
et,

w
h
o

q
u
a
rreled

w
ith

n
o

co
m

p
lim

en
ts,

a
n
sw

ered
m

o
st

rea
d
ily.

“
Y

o
u

a
re

v
ery

k
in

d
,

I
a
m

su
re;

a
n
d

I
w

ish
w

ith
a
ll

m
y

h
ea

rt
it

m
a
y

p
ro

v
e

so
,

fo
r

else
th

ey
w

ill
b
e

d
estitu

te
en

o
u
g
h
.

T
h
in

g
s

a
re

settled
so

o
d
d
ly.”
“
Y

o
u

a
llu

d
e,

p
erh

a
p
s,

to
th

e
en

ta
il

o
f

th
is

esta
te.”

“
A

h
!

sir,
I

d
o

in
d
eed

.
It

is
a

g
riev

o
u
s

a
ffa

ir
to

m
y

p
o
o
r

g
irls,

y
o
u

m
u
st

co
n
fess.

N
o
t

th
a
t

I
m

ea
n

to
fi
n
d

fa
u
lt

w
ith

y
o
u
,

fo
r

su
ch

th
in

g
s

I
k
n
o
w

a
re

a
ll

ch
a
n
ce

in
th

is
w

o
rld

.
T

h
ere

is
n
o

k
n
o
w

in
g

h
o
w

esta
tes

w
ill

g
o

w
h
en

o
n
ce

th
ey

co
m

e
to

b
e

en
ta

iled
.”

“
I

a
m

v
ery

sen
sib

le,
m

a
d
a
m

,
o
f

th
e

h
a
rd

sh
ip

to
m

y
fa

ir
co

u
sin

s,
a
n
d
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J
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T

E
N

h
is

p
a
rs

o
n
a
g
e-

h
o
u
se

,
a
n
d

le
a
d
in

g
n
a
tu

ra
ll
y

to
th

e
a
v
o
w

a
l

o
f

h
is

h
o
p
es

,
th

a
t

a
m

is
tr

es
s

m
ig

h
t

b
e

fo
u
n
d

fo
r

it
a
t

L
o
n
g
b
o
u
rn

,
p
ro

d
u
ce

d
fr

o
m

h
er

,
a
m

id
v
er

y
co

m
p
la

is
a
n
t

sm
il
es

a
n
d

g
en

er
a
l

en
co

u
ra

g
em

en
t,

a
ca

u
ti

o
n

a
g
a
in

st
th

e
v
er

y
Ja

n
e

h
e

h
a
d

fi
x
ed

o
n
.

“
A

s
to

h
er

y
o
u
n
g
er

d
a
u
g
h
te

rs
,

sh
e

co
u
ld

n
o
t

ta
k
e

u
p
o
n

h
er

to
sa

y
—

sh
e

co
u
ld

n
o
t

p
o
si

ti
v
el

y
a
n
sw

er
—

b
u
t

sh
e

d
id

n
o
t

k
n
o
w

o
f

a
n
y

p
re

p
o
ss

es
si

o
n
;

h
er

el
d
es

t
d
a
u
g
h
te

r,
sh

e
m

u
st

ju
st

m
en

ti
o
n
—

sh
e

fe
lt

it
in

cu
m

b
en

t
o
n

h
er

to
h
in

t,
w

a
s

li
k
el

y
to

b
e

v
er

y
so

o
n

en
g
a
g
ed

.”
M

r.
C

o
ll
in

s
h
a
d

o
n
ly

to
ch

a
n
g
e

fr
o
m

Ja
n
e

to
E

li
za

b
et

h
—

a
n
d

it
w

a
s

so
o
n

d
o
n
e—

d
o
n
e

w
h
il
e

M
rs

.
B

en
n
et

w
a
s

st
ir

ri
n
g

th
e

fi
re

.
E

li
za

b
et

h
,

eq
u
a
ll
y

n
ex

t
to

Ja
n
e

in
b
ir

th
a
n
d

b
ea

u
ty

,
su

cc
ee

d
ed

h
er

o
f

co
u
rs

e.
M

rs
.

B
en

n
et

tr
ea

su
re

d
u
p

th
e

h
in

t,
a
n
d

tr
u
st

ed
th

a
t

sh
e

m
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h
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h
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h
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b
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a
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p
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p
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h
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b
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b
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p
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p
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h
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h
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id
h
e,

a
t

th
e

n
ex

t
o
p
p
o
rt

u
n
it

y
o
f

sp
ea

k
in

g
,

“
w

h
et

h
er

h
e

is
li
k
el

y
to

b
e

in
th

is
co

u
n
tr

y
m

u
ch

lo
n
g
er

.”
“
I

d
o

n
o
t

a
t

a
ll

k
n
o
w

;
b
u
t

I
h
ea

rd
n
o
th

in
g

o
f

h
is

g
o
in

g
a
w

a
y

w
h
en

I
w

a
s

a
t

N
et

h
er

fi
el

d
.

I
h
o
p
e

y
o
u
r

p
la

n
s

in
fa

v
o
u
r

o
f

th
e

—
—

sh
ir

e
w

il
l
n
o
t

b
e

a
ff

ec
te

d
b
y

h
is

b
ei

n
g

in
th

e
n
ei

g
h
b
o
u
rh

o
o
d
.”

“
O

h
!

n
o
—

it
is

n
o
t

fo
r

m
e

to
b
e

d
ri

v
en

a
w

a
y

b
y

M
r.

D
a
rc

y.
If

h
e

w
is

h
es

to
a
v
o
id

se
ei

n
g

m
e,

h
e

m
u
st

g
o
.

W
e

a
re

n
o
t
o
n

fr
ie

n
d
ly

te
rm

s,
a
n
d

it
a
lw

a
y
s

g
iv

es
m

e
p
a
in

to
m

ee
t

h
im

,
b
u
t

I
h
a
v
e

n
o

re
a
so

n
fo

r
a
v
o
id

in
g

h
im

b
u
t

w
h
a
t
I

m
ig

h
t

p
ro

cl
a
im

b
ef

o
re

a
ll

th
e

w
o
rl

d
,
a

se
n
se

o
f

v
er

y
g
re

a
t

il
l-

u
sa

g
e,

a
n
d

m
o
st

p
a
in

fu
l

re
g
re

ts
a
t

h
is

b
ei

n
g

w
h
a
t

h
e

is
.

H
is

fa
th

er
,

M
is

s
B

en
n
et

,
th

e
la

te
M

r.
D

a
rc

y,
w

a
s

o
n
e

o
f

th
e

b
es

t
m

en
th

a
t

ev
er

b
re

a
th

ed
,
a
n
d

th
e

tr
u
es

t
fr

ie
n
d

I
ev

er
h
a
d
;
a
n
d

I
ca

n
n
ev

er
b
e

in
co

m
p
a
n
y

w
it

h
th

is
M

r.
D

a
rc

y
w

it
h
o
u
t

b
ei

n
g

g
ri

ev
ed

to
th

e
so

u
l

b
y

a
th

o
u
sa

n
d

te
n
d
er

re
co

ll
ec

ti
o
n
s.

H
is

b
eh

a
v
io

u
r

to
m

y
se

lf
h
a
s

b
ee

n
sc

a
n
d
a
lo

u
s;

b
u
t

I
v
er

il
y

b
el

ie
v
e

I
co

u
ld

fo
rg

iv
e

h
im

a
n
y
th

in
g

a
n
d

ev
er

y
th

in
g
,
ra

th
er

th
a
n

h
is

d
is

a
p
p
o
in

ti
n
g

th
e

h
o
p
es

a
n
d

d
is

g
ra

ci
n
g

th
e

m
em

o
ry

o
f

h
is

fa
th

er
.”

E
li
za

b
et

h
fo

u
n
d

th
e

in
te

re
st

o
f

th
e

su
b
je

ct
in

cr
ea

se
,
a
n
d

li
st

en
ed

w
it

h
a
ll

h
er

h
ea

rt
;
b
u
t

th
e

d
el

ic
a
cy

o
f

it
p
re

v
en

te
d

fu
rt

h
er

in
q
u
ir

y.
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J
A

N
E

A
U

S
T

E
N

M
r.

W
ick

h
a
m

b
eg

a
n

to
sp

ea
k

o
n

m
o
re

g
en

era
l

to
p
ics,

M
ery

to
n
,

th
e

n
eig

h
b
o
u
rh

o
o
d
,

th
e

so
ciety,

a
p
p
ea

rin
g

h
ig

h
ly

p
lea

sed
w

ith
a
ll

th
a
t

h
e

h
a
d

y
et

seen
,

a
n
d

sp
ea

k
in

g
o
f

th
e

la
tter

w
ith

g
en

tle
b
u
t

v
ery

in
tellig

ib
le

g
a
lla

n
try.

“
It

w
a
s

th
e

p
ro

sp
ect

o
f
co

n
sta

n
t
so

ciety,
a
n
d

g
o
o
d

so
ciety,”

h
e

a
d
d
ed

,
“
w

h
ich

w
a
s

m
y

ch
ief

in
d
u
cem

en
t

to
en

ter
th

e
—

—
sh

ire.
I

k
n
ew

it
to

b
e

a
m

o
st

resp
ecta

b
le,

a
g
reea

b
le

co
rp

s,
a
n
d

m
y

frien
d

D
en

n
y

tem
p
ted

m
e

fu
rth

er
b
y

h
is

a
cco

u
n
t

o
f

th
eir

p
resen

t
q
u
a
rters,

a
n
d

th
e

v
ery

g
rea

t
a
tten

-
tio

n
s

a
n
d

ex
cellen

t
a
cq

u
a
in

ta
n
ces

M
ery

to
n

h
a
d

p
ro

cu
red

th
em

.
S
o
ciety,

I
o
w

n
,

is
n
ecessa

ry
to

m
e.

I
h
a
v
e

b
een

a
d
isa

p
p
o
in

ted
m

a
n
,

a
n
d

m
y

sp
irits

w
ill

n
o
t

b
ea

r
so

litu
d
e.

I
m

u
st

h
a
v
e

em
p
lo

y
m

en
t

a
n
d

so
ciety.

A
m

ilita
ry

life
is

n
o
t

w
h
a
t

I
w

a
s

in
ten

d
ed

fo
r,

b
u
t

circu
m

sta
n
ces

h
a
v
e

n
o
w

m
a
d
e

it
elig

ib
le.

T
h
e

ch
u
rch

o
u
g
h
t

to
h
a
v
e

b
een

m
y

p
ro

fessio
n
—

I
w

a
s

b
ro

u
g
h
t

u
p

fo
r

th
e

ch
u
rch

,
a
n
d

I
sh

o
u
ld

a
t

th
is

tim
e

h
a
v
e

b
een

in
p
o
s-

sessio
n

o
f

a
m

o
st

v
a
lu

a
b
le

liv
in

g
,

h
a
d

it
p
lea

sed
th

e
g
en

tlem
a
n

w
e

w
ere

sp
ea

k
in

g
o
f

ju
st

n
o
w

.”
“
In

d
eed

!”
“
Y

es—
th

e
la

te
M

r.D
a
rcy

b
eq

u
ea

th
ed

m
e

th
e

n
ex

t
p
resen

ta
tio

n
o
f
th

e
b
est

liv
in

g
in

h
is

g
ift.

H
e

w
a
s

m
y

g
o
d
fa

th
er,

a
n
d

ex
cessiv

ely
a
tta

ch
ed

to
m

e.
I

ca
n
n
o
t

d
o

ju
stice

to
h
is

k
in

d
n
ess.

H
e

m
ea

n
t

to
p
ro

v
id

e
fo

r
m

e
a
m

p
ly,

a
n
d

th
o
u
g
h
t

h
e

h
a
d

d
o
n
e

it;
b
u
t

w
h
en

th
e

liv
in

g
fell,

it
w

a
s

g
iv

en
elsew

h
ere.”

“
G

o
o
d

h
ea

v
en

s!”
cried

E
liza

b
eth

;
“
b
u
t

h
o
w

co
u
ld

th
a
t

b
e?

H
o
w

co
u
ld

h
is

w
ill

b
e

d
isreg

a
rd

ed
?

W
h
y

d
id

y
o
u

n
o
t

seek
leg

a
l
red

ress?”
“
T

h
ere

w
a
s

ju
st

su
ch

a
n

in
fo

rm
a
lity

in
th

e
term

s
o
f

th
e

b
eq

u
est

a
s

to
g
iv

e
m

e
n
o

h
o
p
e

fro
m

la
w

.
A

m
a
n

o
f

h
o
n
o
u
r

co
u
ld

n
o
t

h
a
v
e

d
o
u
b
ted

th
e

in
ten

tio
n
,
b
u
t

M
r.

D
a
rcy

ch
o
se

to
d
o
u
b
t

it—
o
r

to
trea

t
it

a
s

a
m

erely
co

n
d
itio

n
a
l
reco

m
m

en
d
a
tio

n
,
a
n
d

to
a
ssert

th
a
t

I
h
a
d

fo
rfeited

a
ll

cla
im

to
it

b
y

ex
tra

v
a
g
a
n
ce,

im
p
ru

d
en

ce—
in

sh
o
rt

a
n
y
th

in
g

o
r

n
o
th

in
g
.

C
er-

ta
in

it
is,

th
a
t

th
e

liv
in

g
b
eca

m
e

v
a
ca

n
t

tw
o

y
ea

rs
a
g
o
,

ex
a
ctly

a
s

I
w

a
s

o
f

a
n

a
g
e

to
h
o
ld

it,
a
n
d

th
a
t

it
w

a
s

g
iv

en
to

a
n
o
th

er
m

a
n
;

a
n
d

n
o

less
certa

in
is

it,
th

a
t

I
ca

n
n
o
t

a
ccu

se
m

y
self

o
f

h
a
v
in

g
rea

lly
d
o
n
e

a
n
y
th

in
g

to
d
eserv

e
to

lo
se

it.
I

h
a
v
e

a
w

a
rm

,
u
n
g
u
a
rd

ed
tem

p
er,

a
n
d

I
m

a
y

h
a
v
e

sp
o
k
en

m
y

o
p
in

io
n

o
f

h
im

,
a
n
d

to
h
im

,
to

o
freely.

I
ca

n
reca

ll
n
o
th

in
g

w
o
rse.

B
u
t

th
e

fa
ct

is,
th

a
t

w
e

a
re

v
ery

d
ifferen

t
so

rt
o
f

m
en

,
a
n
d

th
a
t

h
e

h
a
tes

m
e.”

“
T

h
is

is
q
u
ite

sh
o
ck

in
g
!

H
e

d
eserv

es
to

b
e

p
u
b
licly

d
isg

ra
ced

.”
“
S
o
m

e
tim

e
o
r

o
th

er
h
e

w
ill

b
e—

b
u
t

it
sh

a
ll

n
o
t

b
e

b
y

m
e.

T
ill

I
ca

n
fo

rg
et

h
is

fa
th

er,
I

ca
n

n
ev

er
d
efy

o
r

ex
p
o
se

h
im

.”
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P
R

I
D

E
A

N
D

P
R

E
J

U
D

I
C

E

E
liza

b
eth

h
o
n
o
u
red

h
im

fo
r

su
ch

feelin
g
s,

a
n
d

th
o
u
g
h
t

h
im

h
a
n
d
-

so
m

er
th

a
n

ev
er

a
s

h
e

ex
p
ressed

th
em

.
“
B

u
t

w
h
a
t,”

sa
id

sh
e,

a
fter

a
p
a
u
se,

“
ca

n
h
a
v
e

b
een

h
is

m
o
tiv

e?
W

h
a
t

ca
n

h
a
v
e

in
d
u
ced

h
im

to
b
eh

a
v
e

so
cru

elly
?”

“
A

th
o
ro

u
g
h
,
d
eterm

in
ed

d
islik

e
o
f
m

e—
a

d
islik

e
w

h
ich

I
ca

n
n
o
t
b
u
t

a
ttrib

u
te

in
so

m
e

m
ea

su
re

to
jea

lo
u
sy.

H
a
d

th
e

la
te

M
r.

D
a
rcy

lik
ed

m
e

less,
h
is

so
n

m
ig

h
t

h
a
v
e

b
o
rn

e
w

ith
m

e
b
etter;

b
u
t

h
is

fa
th

er’s
u
n
co

m
-

m
o
n

a
tta

ch
m

en
t

to
m

e
irrita

ted
h
im

,
I

b
eliev

e,
v
ery

ea
rly

in
life.

H
e

h
a
d

n
o
t

a
tem

p
er

to
b
ea

r
th

e
so

rt
o
f

co
m

p
etitio

n
in

w
h
ich

w
e

sto
o
d
—

th
e

so
rt

o
f

p
referen

ce
w

h
ich

w
a
s

o
ften

g
iv

en
m

e.”
“
I

h
a
d

n
o
t

th
o
u
g
h
t

M
r.

D
a
rcy

so
b
a
d

a
s

th
is—

th
o
u
g
h

I
h
a
v
e

n
ev

er
lik

ed
h
im

.
I

h
a
d

n
o
t

th
o
u
g
h
t

so
v
ery

ill
o
f

h
im

.
I

h
a
d

su
p
p
o
sed

h
im

to
b
e

d
esp

isin
g

h
is

fello
w

-crea
tu

res
in

g
en

era
l,

b
u
t

d
id

n
o
t

su
sp

ect
h
im

o
f

d
escen

d
in

g
to

su
ch

m
a
licio

u
s

rev
en

g
e,

su
ch

in
ju

stice,
su

ch
in

h
u
m

a
n
ity

a
s

th
is.”

A
fter

a
few

m
in

u
tes’

refl
ectio

n
,

h
o
w

ev
er,

sh
e

co
n
tin

u
ed

,
“
I

d
o

re-
m

em
b
er

h
is

b
o
a
stin

g
o
n
e

d
a
y,

a
t

N
eth

erfi
eld

,
o
f

th
e

im
p
la

ca
b
ility

o
f

h
is

resen
tm

en
ts,

o
f

h
is

h
a
v
in

g
a
n

u
n
fo

rg
iv

in
g

tem
p
er.

H
is

d
isp

o
sitio

n
m

u
st

b
e

d
rea

d
fu

l.”
“
I

w
ill

n
o
t

tru
st

m
y
self

o
n

th
e

su
b
ject,”

rep
lied

W
ick

h
a
m

;
“
I

ca
n

h
a
rd

ly
b
e

ju
st

to
h
im

.”
E

liza
b
eth

w
a
s

a
g
a
in

d
eep

in
th

o
u
g
h
t,

a
n
d

a
fter

a
tim

e
ex

cla
im

ed
,

“
T

o
trea

t
in

su
ch

a
m

a
n
n
er

th
e

g
o
d
so

n
,
th

e
frien

d
,
th

e
fa

v
o
u
rite

o
f

h
is

fa
-

th
er!”

S
h
e

co
u
ld

h
a
v
e

a
d
d
ed

,
“
A

y
o
u
n
g

m
a
n
,

to
o
,

lik
e

y
o
u
,

w
h
o
se

v
ery

co
u
n
ten

a
n
ce

m
a
y

v
o
u
ch

fo
r

y
o
u
r

b
ein

g
a
m

ia
b
le”

—
b
u
t

sh
e

co
n
ten

ted
h
erself

w
ith

,
“
a
n
d

o
n
e,

to
o
,

w
h
o

h
a
d

p
ro

b
a
b
ly

b
een

h
is

co
m

p
a
n
io

n
fro

m
ch

ild
h
o
o
d
,

co
n
n
ected

to
g
eth

er,
a
s

I
th

in
k

y
o
u

sa
id

,
in

th
e

clo
sest

m
a
n
n
er!”

“
W

e
w

ere
b
o
rn

in
th

e
sa

m
e

p
a
rish

,
w

ith
in

th
e

sa
m

e
p
a
rk

;
th

e
g
rea

t-
est

p
a
rt

o
f

o
u
r

y
o
u
th

w
a
s

p
a
ssed

to
g
eth

er;
in

m
a
tes

o
f

th
e

sa
m

e
h
o
u
se,

sh
a
rin

g
th

e
sa

m
e

a
m

u
sem

en
ts,

o
b
jects

o
f

th
e

sa
m

e
p
a
ren

ta
l
ca

re.
M

y
fa

-
th

er
b
eg

a
n

life
in

th
e

p
ro

fessio
n

w
h
ich

y
o
u
r

u
n
cle,

M
r.

P
h
illip

s,
a
p
p
ea

rs
to

d
o

so
m

u
ch

cred
it

to
—

b
u
t

h
e

g
a
v
e

u
p

ev
ery

th
in

g
to

b
e

o
f

u
se

to
th

e
la

te
M

r.
D

a
rcy

a
n
d

d
ev

o
ted

a
ll

h
is

tim
e

to
th

e
ca

re
o
f

th
e

P
em

b
erley

p
ro

p
erty.

H
e

w
a
s

m
o
st

h
ig

h
ly

esteem
ed

b
y

M
r.

D
a
rcy,

a
m

o
st

in
tim

a
te,

co
n
fi
d
en

tia
l

frien
d
.

M
r.

D
a
rcy

o
ften

a
ck

n
o
w

led
g
ed

h
im

self
to

b
e

u
n
d
er

th
e

g
rea

test
o
b
lig

a
tio

n
s

to
m

y
fa

th
er’s

a
ctiv

e
su

p
erin

ten
d
en

ce,
a
n
d

w
h
en

,
im

m
ed

ia
tely

b
efo

re
m

y
fa

th
er’s

d
ea

th
,

M
r.

D
a
rcy

g
a
v
e

h
im

a
v
o
lu

n
ta

ry
p
ro

m
ise

o
f

p
ro

v
id

in
g

fo
r

m
e,

I
a
m

co
n
v
in

ced
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h
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n
tly

o
f

lo
ttery

tick
ets,

o
f

th
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h
is

lo
sses

a
t

w
h
ist,

en
u
m

era
tin

g
a
ll

th
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p
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h
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h
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h
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’s
reg

a
rd

;
a
n
d

y
et,

it
w

a
s

n
o
t

in
h
er

n
a
tu

re
to

q
u
estio

n
th

e
v
e-

ra
city

o
f

a
y
o
u
n
g

m
a
n

o
f

su
ch

a
m

ia
b
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h
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b
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b
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w
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b
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p
la

in
ed

.
“
T

h
ey

h
a
v
e

b
o
th

,”
sa

id
sh

e,
“
b
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w
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p
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p
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e
ca

u
ses

o
r

circu
m

sta
n
ces

w
h
ich

m
a
y

h
a
v
e

a
lien

a
ted

th
em

,
w

ith
o
u
t

a
ctu

a
l
b
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d
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v
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p
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b
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b
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p
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h
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h
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b
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b
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frien
d
s

b
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b
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h
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h
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b
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h
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b
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h
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b
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p
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p
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b
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b
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.
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ra
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h
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b
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b
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b
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b
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b
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p
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p
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h
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p
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b
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h
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a
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h
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h
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a
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.
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p
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ie

d
tw

o
o
r

th
re

e
su

b
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w
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b
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.
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h
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p
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p
er

-
fo

rc
e

d
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p
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p
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b
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h
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.
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h
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b
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b
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v
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h
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b
se

rv
ed

h
is

in
cr

ea
si

n
g

ci
v
il
it

ie
s

to
w

a
rd

h
er

se
lf

,
a
n
d

h
ea

rd
h
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p
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p
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h
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b
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b
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b
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b
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b
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b
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p
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e

o
ff

er
,
a
n
d

ti
ll

h
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b
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b
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b
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ra
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b
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b
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b
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p
a
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v
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d
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b
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h
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b
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b
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b
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b
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d
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p
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b
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h
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b
e

w
o
n

in
th

e
co

u
rs

e
o
f

th
e

ev
en

in
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a
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b
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b
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b
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b
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b
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d
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b
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h
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a
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h
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b
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liza

b
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b
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b
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b
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b
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b
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p
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p
a
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h
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o
f

co
n
v
ersa

tio
n

w
ith

h
im

,
a
n
d

tu
rn

ed
a
w

a
y

w
ith

a
d
eg

ree
o
f

ill-h
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b
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b
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p
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h
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h
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h
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a
rticu

la
r

n
o
tice.
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d
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.
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n
d
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d
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b
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h
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h
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p
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p
t
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h
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p
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p
a
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p
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p
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a
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b
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p
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b
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b
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b
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b
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p
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b
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p
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b
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b
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b
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b
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I
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b
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b
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b
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ra
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b
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b
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b
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b
le

y
o
u
n
g

w
o
m

en
.

B
u
t

th
e

fa
ct

is,
th

a
t

b
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u
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g
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h
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b
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p
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b
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b
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n
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b
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b
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a
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p
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d
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b
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b
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b
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b
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u
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p
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w
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p
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u
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b
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n
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t
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w
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r.
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o
llin

s,
w
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a
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a
l

w
a
v
e
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f

th
e

h
a
n
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,

“
th
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t
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l

w
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o
u
n
g
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to
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th
e
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o
f

th
e

m
a
n

w
h
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m

th
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m
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n
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a
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w
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en

h
e
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th
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fa
v
o
u
r;
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n
d

th
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t

so
m
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e
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l
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a
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n
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r
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a
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e.
I
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m
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b
y
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s
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u
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g
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b
y

w
h
a
t
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o
u

h
a
v
e
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a
n
d

sh
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ll
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o
p
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lea

d
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u
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e
a
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lo
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w
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E
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b
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,
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u
r
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o
p
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d
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ra
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.
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o
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u
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I
a
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n
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u
n
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u
n
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p
in

ess
o
n

th
e

ch
a
n
ce

o
f

b
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p
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l.

Y
o
u

co
u
ld

n
o
t

m
a
k
e

m
e

h
a
p
p
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p
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b
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b
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b
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b
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b
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b
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v
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h
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y.

B
u
t

I
te

ll
y
o
u
,

M
is

s
L

iz
zy

—
if

y
o
u

ta
k
e

it
in
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n
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d
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I
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b
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b
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b
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n
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n
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.
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p
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d
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p
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d
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p
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p
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p
la

in
a
re

n
ev

er
p
it

ie
d
.”

H
er

d
a
u
g
h
te

rs
li
st

en
ed

in
si

le
n
ce

to
th

is
ef

fu
si

o
n
,

se
n
si

b
le

th
a
t

a
n
y

a
tt

em
p
t

to
re

a
so

n
w

it
h

h
er

o
r

so
o
th
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p
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d

th
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p
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p
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r
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b
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r
th

e
re

st
o
f

th
e

d
a
y

to
M

is
s

L
u
ca

s,
w

h
o
se

ci
v
il
it

y
in

li
st

en
in

g
to

h
im

w
a
s

a
se

a
so

n
a
b
le

re
li
ef

to
th

em
a
ll
,
a
n
d

es
p
ec

ia
ll
y

to
h
er

fr
ie

n
d
.

T
h
e

m
o
rr

o
w

p
ro

d
u
ce

d
n
o

a
b
a
te

m
en

t
o
f

M
rs

.
B

en
n
et

’s
il
l-

h
u
m

o
u
r

o
r

il
l

h
ea

lt
h
.

M
r.

C
o
ll
in

s
w

a
s

a
ls

o
in

th
e

sa
m

e
st

a
te

o
f

a
n
g
ry

p
ri

d
e.

E
li
za

b
et

h
h
a
d

h
o
p
ed

th
a
t

h
is

re
se

n
tm

en
t

m
ig

h
t

sh
o
rt

en
h
is

v
is

it
,
b
u
t

h
is

p
la

n
d
id

n
o
t

a
p
p
ea

r
in

th
e

le
a
st

a
ff

ec
te

d
b
y

it
.

H
e

w
a
s

a
lw

a
y
s

to
h
a
v
e

g
o
n
e

o
n

S
a
tu

rd
a
y,

a
n
d

to
S
a
tu

rd
a
y

h
e

m
ea

n
t

to
st

a
y.

A
ft

er
b
re

a
k
fa

st
,

th
e

g
ir

ls
w

a
lk

ed
to

M
er

y
to

n
to

in
q
u
ir

e
if

M
r.

W
ic

k
-

h
a
m

w
er

e
re

tu
rn

ed
,

a
n
d

to
la

m
en

t
o
v
er

h
is

a
b
se

n
ce

fr
o
m

th
e

N
et

h
er

-
fi
el

d
b
a
ll
.

H
e

jo
in

ed
th

em
o
n

th
ei

r
en

te
ri

n
g

th
e

to
w

n
,

a
n
d

a
tt

en
d
ed

th
em

to
th

ei
r

a
u
n
t’
s

w
h
er

e
h
is

re
g
re

t
a
n
d

v
ex

a
ti

o
n
,

a
n
d

th
e

co
n
ce

rn
o
f

ev
er

y
b
o
d
y,

w
a
s

w
el

l
ta

lk
ed

o
v
er

.
T

o
E

li
za

b
et

h
,

h
o
w

ev
er

,
h
e

v
o
lu

n
ta

ri
ly

a
ck

n
o
w

le
d
g
ed

th
a
t

th
e

n
ec

es
si

ty
o
f

h
is

a
b
se

n
ce

h
a
d

b
ee

n
se

lf
-i

m
p
o
se

d
.

“
I

fo
u
n
d
,”

sa
id

h
e,

“
a
s

th
e

ti
m

e
d
re

w
n
ea

r
th

a
t

I
h
a
d

b
et

te
r

n
o
t

m
ee

t
M

r.
D

a
rc

y
;
th

a
t

to
b
e

in
th

e
sa

m
e

ro
o
m

,
th

e
sa

m
e

p
a
rt

y
w

it
h

h
im

fo
r

so
m

a
n
y

h
o
u
rs

to
g
et

h
er

,
m

ig
h
t

b
e

m
o
re

th
a
n

I
co

u
ld

b
ea

r,
a
n
d

th
a
t

sc
en

es
m

ig
h
t

a
ri

se
u
n
p
le

a
sa

n
t

to
m

o
re

th
a
n

m
y
se

lf
.”
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J
A

N
E

A
U

S
T

E
N

S
h
e

h
ig

h
ly

a
p
p
ro

v
ed

h
is

fo
rb

ea
ra

n
ce,

a
n
d

th
ey

h
a
d

leisu
re

fo
r

a
fu

ll
d
iscu

ssio
n

o
f

it,
a
n
d

fo
r

a
ll

th
e

co
m

m
en

d
a
tio

n
w

h
ich

th
ey

civ
illy

b
e-

sto
w

ed
o
n

ea
ch

o
th

er,
a
s

W
ick

h
a
m

a
n
d

a
n
o
th

er
o
ffi

cer
w

a
lk

ed
b
a
ck

w
ith

th
em

to
L

o
n
g
b
o
u
rn

,
a
n
d

d
u
rin

g
th

e
w

a
lk

h
e

p
a
rticu

la
rly

a
tten

d
ed

to
h
er.

H
is

a
cco

m
p
a
n
y
in

g
th

em
w

a
s

a
d
o
u
b
le

a
d
v
a
n
ta

g
e;

sh
e

felt
a
ll

th
e

co
m

p
lim

en
t

it
o
ffered

to
h
erself,

a
n
d

it
w

a
s

m
o
st

a
ccep

ta
b
le

a
s

a
n

o
cca

sio
n

o
f

in
tro

d
u
cin

g
h
im

to
h
er

fa
th

er
a
n
d

m
o
th

er.
S
o
o
n

a
fter

th
eir

retu
rn

,
a

letter
w

a
s

d
eliv

ered
to

M
iss

B
en

n
et;

it
ca

m
e

fro
m

N
eth

erfi
eld

.
T

h
e

en
v
elo

p
e

co
n
ta

in
ed

a
sh

eet
o
f

eleg
a
n
t,

little,
h
o
t-

p
ressed

p
a
p
er,

w
ell

co
v
ered

w
ith

a
la

d
y
’s

fa
ir,

fl
o
w

in
g

h
a
n
d
;

a
n
d

E
liz-

a
b
eth

sa
w

h
er

sister’s
co

u
n
ten

a
n
ce

ch
a
n
g
e

a
s

sh
e

rea
d

it,
a
n
d

sa
w

h
er

d
w

ellin
g

in
ten

tly
o
n

so
m

e
p
a
rticu

la
r

p
a
ssa

g
es.

Ja
n
e

reco
llected

h
erself

so
o
n
,

a
n
d

p
u
ttin

g
th

e
letter

a
w

a
y,

tried
to

jo
in

w
ith

h
er

u
su

a
l

ch
eerfu

l-
n
ess

in
th

e
g
en

era
lco

n
v
ersa

tio
n
;
b
u
t

E
liza

b
eth

felt
a
n

a
n
x
iety

o
n

th
e

su
b
-

ject
w

h
ich

d
rew

o
ff

h
er

a
tten

tio
n

ev
en

fro
m

W
ick

h
a
m

;
a
n
d

n
o

so
o
n
er

h
a
d

h
e

a
n
d

h
e

co
m

p
a
n
io

n
ta

k
en

lea
v
e,

th
a
n

a
g
la

n
ce

fro
m

Ja
n
e

in
v
ited

h
er

to
fo

llo
w

h
er

u
p
sta

irs.
W

h
en

th
ey

h
a
d

g
a
in

ed
th

eir
o
w

n
ro

o
m

,
Ja

n
e,

ta
k
in

g
o
u
t

th
e

letter,
sa

id
:

“
T

h
is

is
fro

m
C

a
ro

lin
e

B
in

g
ley

;
w

h
a
t

it
co

n
ta

in
s

h
a
s

su
rp

rised
m

e
a

g
o
o
d

d
ea

l.
T

h
e

w
h
o
le

p
a
rty

h
a
v
e

left
N

eth
erfi

eld
b
y

th
is

tim
e,

a
n
d

a
re

o
n

th
eir

w
a
y

to
to

w
n
—

a
n
d

w
ith

o
u
t

a
n
y

in
ten

tio
n

o
f

co
m

in
g

b
a
ck

a
g
a
in

.
Y

o
u

sh
a
ll

h
ea

r
w

h
a
t

sh
e

sa
y
s.”

S
h
e

th
en

rea
d

th
e

fi
rst

sen
ten

ce
a
lo

u
d
,
w

h
ich

co
m

p
rised

th
e

in
fo

rm
a
-

tio
n

o
f

th
eir

h
a
v
in

g
ju

st
reso

lv
ed

to
fo

llo
w

th
eir

b
ro

th
er

to
to

w
n

d
irectly,

a
n
d

o
f

th
eir

m
ea

n
in

g
to

d
in

e
in

G
ro

sv
en

o
r

S
treet,

w
h
ere

M
r.

H
u
rst

h
a
d

a
h
o
u
se.

T
h
e

n
ex

t
w

a
s

in
th

ese
w

o
rd

s:
“
I

d
o

n
o
t

p
reten

d
to

reg
ret

a
n
y
th

in
g

I
sh

a
ll

lea
v
e

in
H

ertfo
rd

sh
ire,

ex
cep

t
y
o
u
r

so
ciety,

m
y

d
ea

rest
frien

d
;

b
u
t

w
e

w
ill

h
o
p
e,

a
t

so
m

e
fu

tu
re

p
erio

d
,

to
en

jo
y

m
a
n
y

retu
rn

s
o
f

th
a
t

d
elig

h
tfu

l
in

terco
u
rse

w
e

h
a
v
e

k
n
o
w

n
,

a
n
d

in
th

e
m

ea
n
w

h
ile

m
a
y

lessen
th

e
p
a
in

o
f

sep
a
ra

tio
n

b
y

a
v
ery

freq
u
en

t
a
n
d

m
o
st

u
n
re-

serv
ed

co
rresp

o
n
d
en

ce.
I

d
ep

en
d

o
n

y
o
u

fo
r

th
a
t.”

T
o

th
ese

h
ig

h
fl
o
w

n
ex

p
ressio

n
s

E
liza

b
eth

listen
ed

w
ith

a
ll

th
e

in
sen

sib
ility

o
f

d
istru

st;
a
n
d

th
o
u
g
h

th
e

su
d
d
en

n
ess

o
f

th
eir

rem
o
v
a
l

su
rp

rised
h
er,

sh
e

sa
w

n
o
th

in
g

in
it

rea
lly

to
la

m
en

t;
it

w
a
s

n
o
t

to
b
e

su
p
p
o
sed

th
a
t

th
eir

a
b
sen

ce
fro

m
N

eth
erfi

eld
w

o
u
ld

p
rev

en
t

M
r.

B
in

g
ley

’s
b
ein

g
th

ere;
a
n
d

a
s

to
th

e
lo

ss
o
f

th
eir

so
ciety,

sh
e

w
a
s

p
ersu

a
d
ed

th
a
t

Ja
n
e

m
u
st

cea
se

to
reg

a
rd

it,
in

th
e

en
jo

y
m

en
t

o
f

h
is.

“
It

is
u
n
lu

ck
y,”

sa
id

sh
e,

a
fter

a
sh

o
rt

p
a
u
se,

“
th

a
t

y
o
u

sh
o
u
ld

n
o
t

b
e

a
b
le

to
see

y
o
u
r

frien
d
s

b
efo

re
th

ey
lea

v
e

th
e

co
u
n
try.

B
u
t

m
a
y

w
e

n
o
t
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P
R

I
D

E
A

N
D

P
R

E
J

U
D

I
C

E

h
o
p
e

th
a
t

th
e

p
erio

d
o
f

fu
tu

re
h
a
p
p
in

ess
to

w
h
ich

M
iss

B
in

g
ley

lo
o
k
s

fo
rw

a
rd

m
a
y

a
rriv

e
ea

rlier
th

a
n

sh
e

is
a
w

a
re,

a
n
d

th
a
t

th
e

d
elig

h
tfu

l
in

terco
u
rse

y
o
u

h
a
v
e

k
n
o
w

n
a
s

frien
d
s

w
ill

b
e

ren
ew

ed
w

ith
y
et

g
rea

ter
sa

tisfa
ctio

n
a
s

sisters?
M

r.
B

in
g
ley

w
ill

n
o
t

b
e

d
eta

in
ed

in
L

o
n
d
o
n

b
y

th
em

.”
“
C

a
ro

lin
e

d
ecid

ed
ly

sa
y
s

th
a
t

n
o
n
e

o
f

th
e

p
a
rty

w
ill

retu
rn

in
to

H
ert-

fo
rd

sh
ire

th
is

w
in

ter.
I

w
ill

rea
d

it
to

y
o
u
:”

“
W

h
en

m
y

b
ro

th
er

left
u
s

y
esterd

a
y,

h
e

im
a
g
in

ed
th

a
t

th
e

b
u
sin

ess
w

h
ich

to
o
k

h
im

to
L

o
n
d
o
n

m
ig

h
t
b
e

co
n
clu

d
ed

in
th

ree
o
r

fo
u
r

d
a
y
s;

b
u
t

a
s

w
e

a
re

certa
in

it
ca

n
n
o
t

b
e

so
,

a
n
d

a
t

th
e

sa
m

e
tim

e
co

n
v
in

ced
th

a
t

w
h
en

C
h
a
rles

g
ets

to
to

w
n

h
e

w
ill

b
e

in
n
o

h
u
rry

to
lea

v
e

it
a
g
a
in

,
w

e
h
a
v
e

d
eterm

in
ed

o
n

fo
llo

w
in

g
h
im

th
ith

er,
th

a
t

h
e

m
a
y

n
o
t

b
e

o
b
lig

ed
to

sp
en

d
h
is

v
a
ca

n
t

h
o
u
rs

in
a

co
m

fo
rtless

h
o
tel.

M
a
n
y

o
f

m
y

a
cq

u
a
in

-
ta

n
ces

a
re

a
lrea

d
y

th
ere

fo
r

th
e

w
in

ter;
I

w
ish

th
a
t

I
co

u
ld

h
ea

r
th

a
t

y
o
u
,

m
y

d
ea

rest
frien

d
,

h
a
d

a
n
y

in
ten

tio
n

o
f

m
a
k
in

g
o
n
e

o
f

th
e

cro
w

d
—

b
u
t

o
f

th
a
t

I
d
esp

a
ir.

I
sin

cerely
h
o
p
e

y
o
u
r

C
h
ristm

a
s

in
H

ertfo
rd

sh
ire

m
a
y

a
b
o
u
n
d

in
th

e
g
a
ieties

w
h
ich

th
a
t

sea
so

n
g
en

era
lly

b
rin

g
s,

a
n
d

th
a
t

y
o
u
r

b
ea

u
x

w
ill

b
e

so
n
u
m

ero
u
s

a
s

to
p
rev

en
t

y
o
u
r

feelin
g

th
e

lo
ss

o
f

th
e

th
ree

o
f

w
h
o
m

w
e

sh
a
ll

d
ep

riv
e

y
o
u
.”

“
It

is
ev

id
en

t
b
y

th
is,”

a
d
d
ed

Ja
n
e,

“
th

a
t

h
e

co
m

es
b
a
ck

n
o

m
o
re

th
is

w
in

ter.”
“
It

is
o
n
ly

ev
id

en
t

th
a
t

M
iss

B
in

g
ley

d
o
es

n
o
t

m
ea

n
th

a
t

h
e

sh
o
u
ld

.”
“
W

h
y

w
ill

y
o
u

th
in

k
so

?
It

m
u
st

b
e

h
is

o
w

n
d
o
in

g
.

H
e

is
h
is

o
w

n
m

a
ster.

B
u
t

y
o
u

d
o

n
o
t

k
n
o
w

a
ll.

I
w

ill
rea

d
y
o
u

th
e

p
a
ssa

g
e

w
h
ich

p
a
rticu

la
rly

h
u
rts

m
e.

I
w

ill
h
a
v
e

n
o

reserv
es

fro
m

y
o
u
.”

“
M

r.D
a
rcy

is
im

p
a
tien

t
to

see
h
is

sister;
a
n
d
,
to

co
n
fess

th
e

tru
th

,
w

e
a
re

sca
rcely

less
ea

g
er

to
m

eet
h
er

a
g
a
in

.
I

rea
lly

d
o

n
o
t

th
in

k
G

eo
rg

ia
n
a

D
a
rcy

h
a
s

h
er

eq
u
a
l
fo

r
b
ea

u
ty,

eleg
a
n
ce,

a
n
d

a
cco

m
p
lish

m
en

ts;
a
n
d

th
e

a
ffectio

n
sh

e
in

sp
ires

in
L

o
u
isa

a
n
d

m
y
self

is
h
eig

h
ten

ed
in

to
so

m
eth

in
g

still
m

o
re

in
terestin

g
,
fro

m
th

e
h
o
p
e

w
e

d
a
re

en
terta

in
o
f

h
er

b
ein

g
h
ere-

a
fter

o
u
r

sister.
I

d
o

n
o
t

k
n
o
w

w
h
eth

er
I

ev
er

b
efo

re
m

en
tio

n
ed

to
y
o
u

m
y

feelin
g
s

o
n

th
is

su
b
ject;

b
u
t

I
w

ill
n
o
t

lea
v
e

th
e

co
u
n
try

w
ith

o
u
t

co
n
-

fi
d
in

g
th

em
,

a
n
d

I
tru

st
y
o
u

w
ill

n
o
t

esteem
th

em
u
n
rea

so
n
a
b
le.

M
y

b
ro

th
er

a
d
m

ires
h
er

g
rea

tly
a
lrea

d
y
;

h
e

w
ill

h
a
v
e

freq
u
en

t
o
p
p
o
rtu

n
ity

n
o
w

o
f

seein
g

h
er

o
n

th
e

m
o
st

in
tim

a
te

fo
o
tin

g
;

h
er

rela
tio

n
s

a
ll

w
ish

th
e

co
n
n
ectio

n
a
s

m
u
ch

a
s

h
is

o
w

n
;

a
n
d

a
sister’s

p
a
rtia

lity
is

n
o
t

m
is-

lea
d
in

g
m

e,
I

th
in

k
,

w
h
en

I
ca
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v
er

y
co

n
so

li
n
g

to
M

rs
.

B
en

n
et

,
a
n
d

th
er

ef
o
re

,
in

st
ea

d
o
f

m
a
k
in

g
a
n
y

a
n
sw

er
,
sh

e
w

en
t

o
n

a
s

b
ef

o
re

.
“
I

ca
n
n
o
t

b
ea

r
to

th
in

k
th

a
t

th
ey

sh
o
u
ld

h
a
v
e

a
ll

th
is

es
ta

te
.

If
it

w
a
s

n
o
t

fo
r

th
e

en
ta

il
,
I

sh
o
u
ld

n
o
t

m
in

d
it

.”
“
W

h
a
t

sh
o
u
ld

n
o
t

y
o
u

m
in

d
?”

“
I

sh
o
u
ld

n
o
t

m
in

d
a
n
y
th

in
g

a
t

a
ll
.”

“
L

et
u
s

b
e

th
a
n
k
fu

l
th

a
t

y
o
u

a
re

p
re

se
rv

ed
fr

o
m

a
st

a
te

o
f

su
ch

in
-

se
n
si

b
il
it

y.
”

“
I

n
ev

er
ca

n
b
e

th
a
n
k
fu

l,
M

r.
B

en
n
et

,
fo

r
a
n
y
th

in
g

a
b
o
u
t

th
e

en
ta

il
.

H
o
w

a
n
y
o
n
e

co
u
ld

h
a
v
e

th
e

co
n
sc

ie
n
ce

to
en

ta
il

a
w

a
y

a
n

es
ta

te
fr

o
m

o
n
e’

s
o
w

n
d
a
u
g
h
te

rs
,

I
ca

n
n
o
t

u
n
d
er

st
a
n
d
;

a
n
d

a
ll

fo
r

th
e

sa
k
e

o
f

M
r.

C
o
ll
in

s
to

o
!

W
h
y

sh
o
u
ld

h
e

h
a
v
e

it
m

o
re

th
a
n

a
n
y
b
o
d
y

el
se

?”
“
I

le
a
v
e

it
to

y
o
u
rs

el
f

to
d
et

er
m

in
e,

”
sa

id
M

r.
B

en
n
et

.

C
h
a
p
te

r
2
4

M
IS

S
B

IN
G

L
E

Y
’S

le
tt

er
a
rr

iv
ed

,
a
n
d

p
u
t

a
n

en
d

to
d
o
u
b
t.

T
h
e

v
er

y
fi
rs

t
se

n
te

n
ce

co
n
v
ey

ed
th

e
a
ss

u
ra

n
ce

o
f

th
ei

r
b
ei

n
g

a
ll

se
tt

le
d

in
L

o
n
d
o
n

fo
r

th
e

w
in

te
r,

a
n
d

co
n
cl

u
d
ed

w
it

h
h
er

b
ro

th
er

’s
re

g
re

t
a
t

n
o
t

h
a
v
in

g
h
a
d

ti
m

e
to

p
a
y

h
is

re
sp

ec
ts

to
h
is

fr
ie

n
d
s

in
H

er
tf

o
rd

sh
ir

e
b
ef

o
re

h
e

le
ft

th
e

co
u
n
tr

y.
H

o
p
e

w
a
s

o
v
er

,
en

ti
re

ly
o
v
er

;
a
n
d

w
h
en

Ja
n
e

co
u
ld

a
tt

en
d

to
th

e
re

st
o
f

th
e

le
tt

er
,
sh

e
fo

u
n
d

li
tt

le
,
ex

ce
p
t

th
e

p
ro

fe
ss

ed
a
ff

ec
ti

o
n

o
f

th
e

w
ri

te
r,

th
a
t

co
u
ld

g
iv

e
h
er

a
n
y

co
m

fo
rt

.
M

is
s

D
a
rc

y
’s

p
ra

is
e

o
cc

u
p
ie

d
th

e
ch

ie
f

o
f

it
.

H
er

m
a
n
y

a
tt

ra
ct

io
n
s

w
er

e
a
g
a
in

d
w

el
t

o
n
,

a
n
d

C
a
ro

li
n
e

b
o
a
st

ed
jo

y
fu

ll
y

o
f

th
ei

r
in

cr
ea

si
n
g

in
ti

m
a
cy

,
a
n
d

v
en

tu
re

d
to

p
re

d
ic

t
th

e
a
cc

o
m

-
p
li
sh

m
en

t
o
f

th
e

w
is

h
es

w
h
ic

h
h
a
d

b
ee

n
u
n
fo

ld
ed

in
h
er

fo
rm

er
le

tt
er

.
S
h
e

w
ro

te
a
ls

o
w

it
h

g
re

a
t

p
le

a
su

re
o
f

h
er

b
ro

th
er

’s
b
ei

n
g

a
n

in
m

a
te

o
f
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J
A

N
E

A
U

S
T

E
N

M
r.

D
a
rcy

’s
h
o
u
se,

a
n
d

m
en

tio
n
ed

w
ith

ra
p
tu

res
so

m
e

p
la

n
s

o
f

th
e

la
tter

w
ith

reg
a
rd

to
n
ew

fu
rn

itu
re.

E
liza

b
eth

,
to

w
h
o
m

Ja
n
e

v
ery

so
o
n

co
m

m
u
n
ica

ted
th

e
ch

ief
o
f

a
ll

th
is,

h
ea

rd
it

in
silen

t
in

d
ig

n
a
tio

n
.

H
er

h
ea

rt
w

a
s

d
iv

id
ed

b
etw

een
co

n
-

cern
fo

r
h
er

sister,
a
n
d

resen
tm

en
t

a
g
a
in

st
a
ll

o
th

ers.
T

o
C

a
ro

lin
e’s

a
s-

sertio
n

o
f

h
er

b
ro

th
er’s

b
ein

g
p
a
rtia

l
to

M
iss

D
a
rcy

sh
e

p
a
id

n
o

cred
it.

T
h
a
t

h
e

w
a
s

rea
lly

fo
n
d

o
f

Ja
n
e,

sh
e

d
o
u
b
ted

n
o

m
o
re

th
a
n

sh
e

h
a
d

ev
er

d
o
n
e;

a
n
d

m
u
ch

a
s

sh
e

h
a
d

a
lw

a
y
s

b
een

d
isp

o
sed

to
lik

e
h
im

,
sh

e
co

u
ld

n
o
t

th
in

k
w

ith
o
u
t

a
n
g
er,

h
a
rd

ly
w

ith
o
u
t

co
n
tem

p
t,

o
n

th
a
t

ea
sin

ess
o
f

tem
p
er,

th
a
t

w
a
n
t

o
f

p
ro

p
er

reso
lu

tio
n
,

w
h
ich

n
o
w

m
a
d
e

h
im

th
e

sla
v
e

o
f

h
is

d
esig

n
in

g
frien

d
s,

a
n
d

led
h
im

to
sa

crifi
ce

o
f

h
is

o
w

n
h
a
p
p
in

ess
to

th
e

ca
p
rice

o
f

th
eir

in
clin

a
tio

n
.

H
a
d

h
is

o
w

n
h
a
p
p
in

ess,
h
o
w

ev
er,

b
een

th
e

o
n
ly

sa
crifi

ce,
h
e

m
ig

h
t

h
a
v
e

b
een

a
llo

w
ed

to
sp

o
rt

w
ith

it
in

w
h
a
tev

er
m

a
n
n
er

h
e

th
o
u
g
h
t

b
est,

b
u
t

h
er

sister’s
w

a
s

in
v
o
lv

ed
in

it,
a
s

sh
e

th
o
u
g
h
t

h
e

m
u
st

b
e

sen
sib

le
h
im

self.
It

w
a
s

a
su

b
ject,

in
sh

o
rt,

o
n

w
h
ich

refl
ectio

n
w

o
u
ld

b
e

lo
n
g

in
d
u
lg

ed
,

a
n
d

m
u
st

b
e

u
n
a
v
a
ilin

g
.

S
h
e

co
u
ld

th
in

k
o
f

n
o
th

in
g

else;
a
n
d

y
et

w
h
eth

er
B

in
g
ley

’s
reg

a
rd

h
a
d

rea
lly

d
ied

a
w

a
y,

o
r

w
ere

su
p
p
ressed

b
y

h
is

frien
d
s’

in
terferen

ce;
w

h
eth

er
h
e

h
a
d

b
een

a
w

a
re

o
f

Ja
n
e’s

a
tta

ch
m

en
t,

o
r

w
h
eth

er
it

h
a
d

esca
p
ed

h
is

o
b
-

serv
a
tio

n
;

w
h
a
tev

er
w

ere
th

e
ca

se,
th

o
u
g
h

h
er

o
p
in

io
n

o
f

h
im

m
u
st

b
e

m
a
teria

lly
a
ffected

b
y

th
e

d
ifferen

ce,
h
er

sister’s
situ

a
tio

n
rem

a
in

ed
th

e
sa

m
e,

h
er

p
ea

ce
eq

u
a
lly

w
o
u
n
d
ed

.
A

d
a
y

o
r

tw
o

p
a
ssed

b
efo

re
Ja

n
e

h
a
d

co
u
ra

g
e

to
sp

ea
k

o
f

h
er

feelin
g
s

to
E

liza
b
eth

;
b
u
t

a
t

la
st,

o
n

M
rs.

B
en

n
et’s

lea
v
in

g
th

em
to

g
eth

er,
a
fter

a
lo

n
g
er

irrita
tio

n
th

a
n

u
su

a
l

a
b
o
u
t

N
eth

erfi
eld

a
n
d

its
m

a
ster,

sh
e

co
u
ld

n
o
t

h
elp

sa
y
in

g
:

“
O

h
,

th
a
t

m
y

d
ea

r
m

o
th

er
h
a
d

m
o
re

co
m

m
a
n
d

o
v
er

h
erself!

S
h
e

ca
n

h
a
v
e

n
o

id
ea

o
f

th
e

p
a
in

sh
e

g
iv

es
m

e
b
y

h
er

co
n
tin

u
a
l

refl
ectio

n
s

o
n

h
im

.
B

u
t

I
w

ill
n
o
t

rep
in

e.
It

ca
n
n
o
t

la
st

lo
n
g
.

H
e

w
ill

b
e

fo
rg

o
t,

a
n
d

w
e

sh
a
ll

a
ll

b
e

a
s

w
e

w
ere

b
efo

re.”
E

liza
b
eth

lo
o
k
ed

a
t

h
er

sister
w

ith
in

cred
u
lo

u
s

so
licitu

d
e,

b
u
t

sa
id

n
o
th

in
g
.

“
Y

o
u

d
o
u
b
t

m
e,”

cried
Ja

n
e,

slig
h
tly

co
lo

u
rin

g
;

“
in

d
eed

,
y
o
u

h
a
v
e

n
o

rea
so

n
.

H
e

m
a
y

liv
e

in
m

y
m

em
o
ry

a
s

th
e

m
o
st

a
m

ia
b
le

m
a
n

o
f

m
y

a
cq

u
a
in

ta
n
ce,

b
u
t

th
a
t

is
a
ll.

I
h
a
v
e

n
o
th

in
g

eith
er

to
h
o
p
e

o
r

fea
r,

a
n
d

n
o
th

in
g

to
rep

ro
a
ch

h
im

w
ith

.
T

h
a
n
k

G
o
d
!

I
h
a
v
e

n
o
t

th
a
t

p
a
in

.
A

little
tim

e,
th

erefo
re—

I
sh

a
ll

certa
in

ly
try

to
g
et

th
e

b
etter.”

W
ith

a
stro

n
g
er

v
o
ice

sh
e

so
o
n

a
d
d
ed

,
“
I

h
a
v
e

th
is

co
m

fo
rt

im
m

ed
i-

a
tely,

th
a
t

it
h
a
s

n
o
t

b
een

m
o
re

th
a
n

a
n

erro
r

o
f

fa
n
cy

o
n

m
y

sid
e,

a
n
d
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P
R

I
D

E
A

N
D

P
R

E
J

U
D

I
C

E

th
a
t

it
h
a
s

d
o
n
e

n
o

h
a
rm

to
a
n
y
o
n
e

b
u
t

m
y
self.”

“
M

y
d
ea

r
Ja

n
e!”

ex
cla

im
ed

E
liza

b
eth

,
“
y
o
u

a
re

to
o

g
o
o
d
.

Y
o
u
r

sw
eetn

ess
a
n
d

d
isin

terested
n
ess

a
re

rea
lly

a
n
g
elic;

I
d
o

n
o
t

k
n
o
w

w
h
a
t

to
sa

y
to

y
o
u
.

I
feel

a
s

if
I

h
a
d

n
ev

er
d
o
n
e

y
o
u

ju
stice,

o
r

lo
v
ed

y
o
u

a
s

y
o
u

d
eserv

e.”
M

iss
B

en
n
et

ea
g
erly

d
iscla

im
ed

a
ll

ex
tra

o
rd

in
a
ry

m
erit,

a
n
d

th
rew

b
a
ck

th
e

p
ra

ise
o
n

h
er

sister’s
w

a
rm

a
ffectio

n
.

“
N

a
y,”

sa
id

E
liza

b
eth

,
“
th

is
is

n
o
t

fa
ir.

Y
o
u

w
ish

to
th

in
k

a
ll

th
e

w
o
rld

resp
ecta

b
le,

a
n
d

a
re

h
u
rt

if
I

sp
ea

k
ill

o
f

a
n
y
b
o
d
y.

I
o
n
ly

w
a
n
t

to
th

in
k

y
o
u

p
erfect,

a
n
d

y
o
u

set
y
o
u
rself

a
g
a
in

st
it.

D
o

n
o
t

b
e

a
fra

id
o
f

m
y

ru
n
n
in

g
in

to
a
n
y

ex
cess,

o
f

m
y

en
cro

a
ch

in
g

o
n

y
o
u
r

p
riv

ileg
e

o
f

u
n
iv

ersa
l

g
o
o
d
-w

ill.
Y

o
u

n
eed

n
o
t.

T
h
ere

a
re

few
p
eo

p
le

w
h
o
m

I
rea

lly
lo

v
e,

a
n
d

still
few

er
o
f

w
h
o
m

I
th

in
k

w
ell.

T
h
e

m
o
re

I
see

o
f

th
e

w
o
rld

,
th

e
m

o
re

a
m

I
d
issa

tisfi
ed

w
ith

it;
a
n
d

ev
ery

d
a
y

co
n
fi
rm

s
m

y
b
elief

o
f

th
e

in
co

n
sisten

cy
o
f

a
ll

h
u
m

a
n

ch
a
ra

cters,
a
n
d

o
f

th
e

little
d
ep

en
d
en

ce
th

a
t

ca
n

b
e

p
la

ced
o
n

th
e

a
p
p
ea

ra
n
ce

o
f

m
erit

o
r

sen
se.

I
h
a
v
e

m
et

w
ith

tw
o

in
sta

n
ces

la
tely,

o
n
e

I
w

ill
n
o
t

m
en

tio
n
;
th

e
o
th

er
is

C
h
a
rlo

tte’s
m

a
rria

g
e.

It
is

u
n
a
cco

u
n
ta

b
le!

In
ev

ery
v
iew

it
is

u
n
a
cco

u
n
ta

b
le!”

“
M

y
d
ea

r
L

izzy,
d
o

n
o
t

g
iv

e
w

a
y

to
su

ch
feelin

g
s

a
s

th
ese.

T
h
ey

w
ill

ru
in

y
o
u
r

h
a
p
p
in

ess.
Y

o
u

d
o

n
o
t

m
a
k
e

a
llo

w
a
n
ce

en
o
u
g
h

fo
r

d
ifferen

ce
o
f

situ
a
tio

n
a
n
d

tem
p
er.

C
o
n
sid

er
M

r.
C

o
llin

s’s
resp

ecta
b
ility,

a
n
d

C
h
a
r-

lo
tte’s

stea
d
y,

p
ru

d
en

t
ch

a
ra

cter.
R

em
em

b
er

th
a
t

sh
e

is
o
n
e

o
f

a
la

rg
e

fa
m

ily
;

th
a
t

a
s

to
fo

rtu
n
e,

it
is

a
m

o
st

elig
ib

le
m

a
tch

;
a
n
d

b
e

rea
d
y

to
b
eliev

e,
fo

r
ev

ery
b
o
d
y
’s

sa
k
e,

th
a
t

sh
e

m
a
y

feel
so

m
eth

in
g

lik
e

reg
a
rd

a
n
d

esteem
fo

r
o
u
r

co
u
sin

.”
“
T

o
o
b
lig

e
y
o
u
,

I
w

o
u
ld

try
to

b
eliev

e
a
lm

o
st

a
n
y
th

in
g
,

b
u
t

n
o

o
n
e

else
co

u
ld

b
e

b
en

efi
ted

b
y

su
ch

a
b
elief

a
s

th
is;

fo
r

w
ere

I
p
ersu

a
d
ed

th
a
t

C
h
a
rlo

tte
h
a
d

a
n
y

reg
a
rd

fo
r

h
im

,
I

sh
o
u
ld

o
n
ly

th
in

k
w

o
rse

o
f

h
er

u
n
d
ersta

n
d
in

g
th

a
n

I
n
o
w

d
o

o
f

h
er

h
ea

rt.
M

y
d
ea

r
Ja

n
e,

M
r.

C
o
llin

s
is

a
co

n
ceited

,
p
o
m

p
o
u
s,

n
a
rro

w
-m

in
d
ed

,
silly

m
a
n
;

y
o
u

k
n
o
w

h
e

is,
a
s

w
ell

a
s

I
d
o
;

a
n
d

y
o
u

m
u
st

feel,
a
s
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h
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v
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b
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h
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h
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h
e

le
tt

er
w

h
ic

h
sh

e
w

ro
te

o
n

th
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p
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b
le

o
f

tr
iu

m
p
h
in

g
in

h
er

b
et

te
r

ju
d
g
em

en
t,

a
t

m
y

ex
p
en

se
,

w
h
en

I
co

n
fe

ss
m

y
se

lf
to

h
a
v
e

b
ee

n
en

ti
re

ly
d
ec

ei
v
ed

in
M

is
s

B
in

g
le

y
’s

re
g
a
rd

fo
r

m
e.

B
u
t,

m
y

d
ea

r
si

st
er

,
th

o
u
g
h

th
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h
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b
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p
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b
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p
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b
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v
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d
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m
e.

W
h
en

sh
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p
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b
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h
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p
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b
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b
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b
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b
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b
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.
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p
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b
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b
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b
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b
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b
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h
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h
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b
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b
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p
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b
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P
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b
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b
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ra
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b
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b
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d
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v
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b
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b
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n
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b
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b
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p
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r
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u
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p
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h
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u
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w
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.
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u
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p
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b
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b
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b
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b
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p
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b
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p
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h
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h
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p
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h
in

ts,
th

ey
p
a
rted

;
a

w
o
n
d
erfu

l
in

sta
n
ce

o
f

a
d
v
ice

b
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.
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s
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n
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h
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p
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u
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g
e

th
e

ef
fe

ct
o
f

lo
v
e,

a
n
d

th
e

o
b
je

ct
o
f

th
a
t

lo
v
e

h
er

fr
ie

n
d

E
li
za

,
sh

e
se

t
h
er

se
lf

se
ri

o
u
sl

y
to

w
o
rk

to
fi
n
d

it
o
u
t.

S
h
e

w
a
tc

h
ed

h
im

w
h
en

ev
er

th
ey

w
er

e
a
t

R
o
si

n
g
s,

a
n
d

w
h
en

ev
er

h
e
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m

e
to

H
u
n
sf

o
rd

;
b
u
t

w
it

h
o
u
t

m
u
ch

su
cc

es
s.

H
e

ce
rt

a
in

ly
lo

o
k
ed

a
t

h
er

fr
ie

n
d

a
g
re

a
t

d
ea

l,
b
u
t

th
e

ex
p
re

ss
io

n
o
f

th
a
t

lo
o
k

w
a
s

d
is

p
u
ta

b
le

.
It

w
a
s

a
n
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rn

es
t,

st
ea

d
fa

st
g
a
ze

,
b
u
t

sh
e

o
ft

en
d
o
u
b
te

d
w

h
et

h
er

th
er

e
w

er
e

m
u
ch

a
d
m

ir
a
ti

o
n

in
it

,
a
n
d

so
m

et
im

es
it

se
em

ed
n
o
th

in
g

b
u
t

a
b
se

n
ce

o
f

m
in

d
.

S
h
e

h
a
d

o
n
ce

o
r

tw
ic

e
su

g
g
es

te
d

to
E

li
za

b
et

h
th

e
p
o
ss

ib
il
it

y
o
f

h
is

b
ei

n
g

p
a
rt

ia
l

to
h
er

,
b
u
t

E
li
za

b
et

h
a
lw

a
y
s

la
u
g
h
ed

a
t

th
e

id
ea

;
a
n
d

M
rs

.
C

o
ll
in

s
d
id

n
o
t

th
in

k
it

ri
g
h
t

to
p
re

ss
th

e
su

b
je

ct
,

fr
o
m

th
e

d
a
n
g
er

o
f

ra
is

in
g

ex
p
ec

ta
ti

o
n
s

w
h
ic

h
m

ig
h
t

o
n
ly

en
d

in
d
is

a
p
p
o
in

tm
en

t;
fo

r
in

h
er

o
p
in

io
n

it
a
d
m

it
te

d
n
o
t

o
f

a
d
o
u
b
t,

th
a
t

a
ll

h
er

fr
ie

n
d
’s

d
is

li
k
e

w
o
u
ld

v
a
n
is

h
,
if

sh
e

co
u
ld

su
p
p
o
se

h
im

to
b
e

in
h
er

p
o
w

er
.

In
h
er

k
in

d
sc

h
em

es
fo

r
E

li
za

b
et

h
,
sh

e
so

m
et

im
es

p
la

n
n
ed

h
er

m
a
rr

y
-

in
g

C
o
lo

n
el

F
it

zw
il
li
a
m

.
H

e
w

a
s

b
ey

o
n
d

co
m

p
a
ri

so
n

th
e

m
o
st

p
le

a
sa

n
t

m
a
n
;
h
e

ce
rt

a
in

ly
a
d
m

ir
ed

h
er

,
a
n
d

h
is

si
tu

a
ti

o
n

in
li
fe

w
a
s

m
o
st

el
ig

ib
le

;
b
u
t,

to
co

u
n
te

rb
a
la

n
ce

th
es

e
a
d
v
a
n
ta

g
es

,
M

r.
D

a
rc

y
h
a
d

co
n
si

d
er

a
b
le

p
a
tr

o
n
a
g
e

in
th

e
ch

u
rc

h
,

a
n
d

h
is

co
u
si

n
co

u
ld

h
a
v
e

n
o
n
e

a
t

a
ll
.

C
h
a
p
te

r
3
3

M
O

R
E

T
H

A
N

O
N

C
E

D
ID

E
L

IZ
A

B
E

T
H

,
in

h
er

ra
m

b
le

w
it

h
in

th
e

p
a
rk

,
u
n
ex

p
ec

te
d
ly

m
ee

t
M

r.
D

a
rc

y.
S
h
e

fe
lt

a
ll

th
e

p
er

v
er

se
n
es

s
o
f

th
e

m
is

-
ch

a
n
ce

th
a
t

sh
o
u
ld

b
ri

n
g

h
im

w
h
er

e
n
o

o
n
e

el
se

w
a
s

b
ro

u
g
h
t,

a
n
d
,

to
p
re

v
en

t
it

s
ev

er
h
a
p
p
en

in
g

a
g
a
in

,
to

o
k

ca
re

to
in

fo
rm

h
im

a
t

fi
rs

t
th

a
t

it
w

a
s

a
fa

v
o
u
ri

te
h
a
u
n
t

o
f

h
er

s.
H

o
w

it
co

u
ld

o
cc

u
r

a
se

co
n
d

ti
m

e,

1
3
2

P
R

I
D

E
A

N
D

P
R

E
J

U
D

I
C

E

L
a
d
y

C
a
th

er
in

e
co

n
ti

n
u
ed

h
er

re
m

a
rk

s
o
n

E
li
za

b
et

h
’s

p
er

fo
rm

a
n
ce

,
m

ix
in

g
w

it
h

th
em

m
a
n
y

in
st

ru
ct

io
n
s

o
n

ex
ec

u
ti

o
n

a
n
d

ta
st

e.
E

li
za

b
et

h
re

ce
iv

ed
th

em
w

it
h

a
ll

th
e

fo
rb

ea
ra

n
ce

o
f

ci
v
il
it

y,
a
n
d
,

a
t

th
e

re
q
u
es

t
o
f

th
e

g
en

tl
em

en
,
re

m
a
in

ed
a
t

th
e

in
st

ru
m

en
t

ti
ll

h
er

la
d
y
sh

ip
’s

ca
rr

ia
g
e

w
a
s

re
a
d
y

to
ta

k
e

th
em

a
ll

h
o
m

e.

C
h
a
p
te

r
3
2

E
L

IZ
A

B
E

T
H

w
a
s

si
tt

in
g

b
y

h
er

se
lf

th
e

n
ex

t
m

o
rn

in
g
,
a
n
d

w
ri

ti
n
g

to
Ja

n
e

w
h
il
e

M
rs

.
C

o
ll
in

s
a
n
d

M
a
ri

a
w

er
e

g
o
n
e

o
n

b
u
si

n
es

s
in

to
th

e
v
il
la

g
e,

w
h
en

sh
e

w
a
s

st
a
rt

le
d

b
y

a
ri

n
g

a
t

th
e

d
o
o
r,

th
e

ce
rt

a
in

si
g
n
a
l

o
f

a
v
is

-
it

o
r.

A
s

sh
e

h
a
d

h
ea

rd
n
o

ca
rr

ia
g
e,

sh
e

th
o
u
g
h
t

it
n
o
t

u
n
li
k
el

y
to

b
e

L
a
d
y

C
a
th

er
in

e,
a
n
d

u
n
d
er

th
a
t
a
p
p
re

h
en

si
o
n

w
a
s

p
u
tt

in
g

a
w

a
y

h
er

h
a
lf

-
fi
n
is

h
ed

le
tt

er
th

a
t

sh
e

m
ig

h
t

es
ca

p
e

a
ll

im
p
er

ti
n
en

t
q
u
es

ti
o
n
s,

w
h
en

th
e

d
o
o
r

o
p
en

ed
,
a
n
d
,
to

h
er

v
er

y
g
re

a
t

su
rp

ri
se

,
M

r.
D

a
rc

y,
a
n
d

M
r.

D
a
rc

y
o
n
ly

,
en

te
re

d
th

e
ro

o
m

.
H

e
se

em
ed

a
st

o
n
is

h
ed

to
o

o
n

fi
n
d
in

g
h
er

a
lo

n
e,

a
n
d

a
p
o
lo

g
is

ed
fo

r
h
is

in
tr

u
si

o
n

b
y

le
tt

in
g

h
er

k
n
o
w

th
a
t

h
e

h
a
d

u
n
d
er

st
o
o
d

a
ll

th
e

la
d
ie

s
w

er
e

to
b
e

w
it

h
in

.
T

h
ey

th
en

sa
t

d
o
w

n
,

a
n
d

w
h
en

h
er

in
q
u
ir

ie
s

a
ft

er
R

o
si

n
g
s

w
er

e
m

a
d
e,

se
em

ed
in

d
a
n
g
er

o
f

si
n
k
in

g
in

to
to

ta
l

si
le

n
ce

.
It

w
a
s

a
b
so

lu
te

ly
n
ec

es
sa

ry
,

th
er

ef
o
re

,
to

th
in

k
o
f

so
m

et
h
in

g
,

a
n
d

in
th

is
em

er
g
en

ce
re

co
l-

le
ct

in
g

w
h
en

sh
e

h
a
d

se
en

h
im

la
st

in
H

er
tf

o
rd

sh
ir

e,
a
n
d

fe
el

in
g

cu
ri

o
u
s

to
k
n
o
w

w
h
a
t

h
e

w
o
u
ld

sa
y

o
n

th
e

su
b
je

ct
o
f

th
ei

r
h
a
st

y
d
ep

a
rt

u
re

,
sh

e
o
b
se

rv
ed

:
“
H

o
w

v
er

y
su

d
d
en

ly
y
o
u

a
ll

q
u
it

te
d

N
et

h
er

fi
el

d
la

st
N

o
v
em

b
er

,
M

r.
D

a
rc

y
!

It
m

u
st

h
a
v
e

b
ee

n
a

m
o
st

a
g
re

ea
b
le

su
rp

ri
se

to
M

r.
B

in
g
le

y
to

se
e

y
o
u

a
ll

a
ft

er
h
im

so
so

o
n
;
fo

r,
if

I
re

co
ll
ec

t
ri

g
h
t,

h
e

w
en

t
b
u
t

th
e

d
a
y

b
ef

o
re

.
H

e
a
n
d

h
is

si
st

er
s

w
er

e
w

el
l,

I
h
o
p
e,

w
h
en

y
o
u

le
ft

L
o
n
d
o
n
?”

“
P
er

fe
ct

ly
so

,
I

th
a
n
k

y
o
u
.”

S
h
e

fo
u
n
d

th
a
t

sh
e

w
a
s

to
re

ce
iv

e
n
o

o
th

er
a
n
sw

er
,
a
n
d
,
a
ft

er
a

sh
o
rt

p
a
u
se

a
d
d
ed

:
“
I

th
in

k
I

h
a
v
e

u
n
d
er

st
o
o
d

th
a
t

M
r.

B
in

g
le

y
h
a
s

n
o
t

m
u
ch

id
ea

o
f

ev
er

re
tu

rn
in

g
to

N
et

h
er

fi
el

d
a
g
a
in

?”
“
I

h
a
v
e

n
ev

er
h
ea

rd
h
im

sa
y
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;
b
u
t

it
is

p
ro

b
a
b
le

th
a
t

h
e

m
a
y

sp
en

d
v
er

y
li
tt

le
o
f

h
is

ti
m

e
th

er
e

in
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e
fu

tu
re

.
H

e
h
a
s

m
a
n
y

fr
ie

n
d
s,

a
n
d

is
a
t

a
ti

m
e

o
f
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fe

w
h
en
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ie

n
d
s

a
n
d

en
g
a
g
em

en
ts

a
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n
ti

n
u
a
ll
y

in
cr

ea
si

n
g
.”
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E
N

“
If

h
e

m
ea

n
s

to
b
e

b
u
t

little
a
t

N
eth

erfi
eld

,
it

w
o
u
ld

b
e

b
etter

fo
r

th
e

n
eig

h
b
o
u
rh

o
o
d

th
a
t

h
e

sh
o
u
ld

g
iv

e
u
p

th
e

p
la

ce
en

tirely,
fo

r
th

en
w

e
m

ig
h
t

p
o
ssib

ly
g
et

a
settled

fa
m

ily
th

ere.
B

u
t,

p
erh

a
p
s,

M
r.

B
in

g
ley

d
id

n
o
t

ta
k
e

th
e

h
o
u
se

so
m

u
ch

fo
r

th
e

co
n
v
en

ien
ce

o
f

th
e

n
eig

h
b
o
u
rh

o
o
d

a
s

fo
r

h
is

o
w

n
,
a
n
d

w
e

m
u
st

ex
p
ect

h
im

to
k
eep

it
o
r

q
u
it

it
o
n

th
e

sa
m

e
p
rin

cip
le.”

“
I

sh
o
u
ld

n
o
t

b
e

su
rp
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,”

sa
id

D
a
rcy,

“
if

h
e

w
ere

to
g
iv

e
it

u
p

a
s

so
o
n

a
s

a
n
y

elig
ib

le
p
u
rch

a
se

o
ffers.”

E
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b
eth

m
a
d
e

n
o

a
n
sw

er.
S
h
e

w
a
s

a
fra

id
o
f

ta
lk

in
g

lo
n
g
er

o
f

h
is

frien
d
;
a
n
d
,
h
a
v
in

g
n
o
th

in
g

else
to

sa
y,

w
a
s

n
o
w

d
eterm

in
ed

to
lea

v
e

th
e

tro
u
b
le

o
f

fi
n
d
in

g
a

su
b
ject

to
h
im

.
H

e
to

o
k

th
e

h
in

t,
a
n
d

so
o
n

b
eg

a
n

w
ith

,
“
T

h
is

seem
s

a
v
ery

co
m

fo
rt-

a
b
le

h
o
u
se.

L
a
d
y

C
a
th

erin
e,

I
b
eliev

e,
d
id

a
g
rea

t
d
ea

l
to

it
w

h
en

M
r.

C
o
llin

s
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rst

ca
m

e
to

H
u
n
sfo

rd
.”

“
I

b
eliev

e
sh

e
d
id

—
a
n
d

I
a
m

su
re

sh
e

co
u
ld

n
o
t

h
a
v
e

b
esto

w
ed

h
er

k
in

d
n
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o
n

a
m

o
re

g
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tefu
l
o
b
ject.”

“
M
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C

o
llin

s
a
p
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ea
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to

b
e

v
ery
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rtu

n
a
te

in
h
is

ch
o
ice

o
f

a
w

ife.”
“
Y

es,
in

d
eed

,
h
is

frien
d
s

m
a
y

w
ell
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ice

in
h
is

h
a
v
in

g
m

et
w

ith
o
n
e

o
f

th
e

v
ery

few
sen

sib
le

w
o
m

en
w

h
o

w
o
u
ld

h
a
v
e

a
ccep

ted
h
im

,
o
r

h
a
v
e

m
a
d
e

h
im

h
a
p
p
y

if
th

ey
h
a
d
.

M
y

frien
d

h
a
s

a
n

ex
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t
u
n
d
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n
d
in

g
—

th
o
u
g
h

I
a
m

n
o
t

certa
in

th
a
t

I
co

n
sid

er
h
er

m
a
rry

in
g

M
r.

C
o
llin

s
a
s

th
e

w
isest

th
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g
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e
ev

er
d
id

.
S
h
e

seem
s

p
erfectly

h
a
p
p
y,

h
o
w

ev
er,

a
n
d

in
a

p
ru

d
en

tia
l

lig
h
t

it
is

certa
in

ly
a

v
ery

g
o
o
d

m
a
tch
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r

h
er.”“

It
m

u
st

b
e

v
ery

a
g
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b
le
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r

h
er
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b
e

settled
w

ith
in
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a

d
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n
ce

o
f

h
er

o
w

n
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m
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a
n
d
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d
s.”

“
A

n
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d
ista

n
ce,
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o

y
o
u

ca
ll

it?
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rly
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m
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“
A

n
d

w
h
a
t
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m
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o
f

g
o
o
d
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a
d
?

L
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m
o
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th
a
n

h
a
lf

a
d
a
y
’s
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u
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ey.
Y

es,
I

ca
ll

it
a

v
ery
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d
ista

n
ce.”

“
I

sh
o
u
ld

n
ev

er
h
a
v
e

co
n
sid

ered
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e
d
ista

n
ce

a
s

o
n
e

o
f

th
e

a
d
v
a
n
-
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g
es

o
f

th
e

m
a
tch

,”
cried

E
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b
eth

.
“
I

sh
o
u
ld

n
ev

er
h
a
v
e

sa
id

M
rs.

C
o
llin

s
w

a
s

settled
n
ea

r
h
er

fa
m

ily.”
“
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a

p
ro

o
f

o
f

y
o
u
r

o
w

n
a
tta

ch
m

en
t

to
H

ertfo
rd

sh
ire.

A
n
y
th

in
g

b
ey

o
n
d

th
e

v
ery

n
eig

h
b
o
u
rh

o
o
d

o
f
L

o
n
g
b
o
u
rn

,
I
su

p
p
o
se,

w
o
u
ld

a
p
p
ea

r
fa

r.”A
s

h
e
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o
k
e
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w
a
s
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o
f
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h
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E
liza

b
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n
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n
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o
d
;

h
e

m
u
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b
e

su
p
p
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b
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:
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b
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b
e

rela
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b
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d
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v
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b
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b
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n
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p
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h
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a
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h
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a
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b
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b
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a
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b
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p
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b
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b
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h
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h
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d
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n
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g
m

u
ch

to
a
n
y
b
o
d
y,

w
en

t
a
w

a
y.

“
W

h
a
t

ca
n

b
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liza
,

h
e

m
u
st

b
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ca
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b
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b
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v
isit

to
p
ro

ceed
fro

m
th

e
d
iffi

cu
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b
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b
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b
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b
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b
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p
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p
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p
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b
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b
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p
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p
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b
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b
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b
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h
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h
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p
a
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p
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b
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ra
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b
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b
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p
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h
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b
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u
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a
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v
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b
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b
e

m
ea

n
t

th
a
n

th
o
se

w
it

h
w

h
o
m

sh
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b
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b
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b
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p
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h
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h
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p
e

o
f

h
a
p
p
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e

w
o
rl

d
;

a
n
d

n
o

o
n
e

co
u
ld

sa
y

h
o
w

la
st

in
g

a
n

ev
il

h
e

m
ig

h
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d
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p
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b
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b
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b
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p
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’s

co
n
n
ec

ti
o
n
s,

th
a
n

fr
o
m

th
ei

r
w

a
n
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h
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.
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p
en

a
n
ce

,
fo

r
o
n

th
es

e
o
cc

a
si

o
n
s

it
w

a
s

n
o
t

m
er

el
y

a
fe

w
fo

rm
a
l
in
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n
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b
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a
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w
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h
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b
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b
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h
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d
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b
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a
w

o
rd

.
A

fter
a

silen
ce

o
f

sev
era

l
m

in
u
tes,

h
e

ca
m

e
to

w
a
rd

s
h
er

in
a
n

a
g
ita

ted
m

a
n
n
er,

a
n
d

th
u
s

b
eg

a
n
:

“
In

v
a
in

I
h
a
v
e

stru
g
g
led

.
It

w
ill

n
o
t

d
o
.

M
y

feelin
g
s

w
ill

n
o
t

b
e

rep
ressed

.
Y

o
u

m
u
st

a
llo

w
m

e
to

tell
y
o
u

h
o
w

a
rd

en
tly

I
a
d
m

ire
a
n
d

lo
v
e

y
o
u
.”

E
liza

b
eth

’s
a
sto

n
ish

m
en

t
w

a
s

b
ey

o
n
d

ex
p
ressio

n
.

S
h
e

sta
red

,
co

lo
u
red

,
d
o
u
b
ted

,
a
n
d

w
a
s

silen
t.

T
h
is

h
e

co
n
sid

ered
su

ffi
cien

t
en

co
u
r-

a
g
em

en
t;

a
n
d

th
e

a
v
o
w

a
l

o
f

a
ll

th
a
t

h
e

felt,
a
n
d

h
a
d

lo
n
g

felt
fo

r
h
er,

im
m

ed
ia

tely
fo

llo
w

ed
.

H
e

sp
o
k
e

w
ell;

b
u
t

th
ere

w
ere

feelin
g
s

b
esid

es
th

o
se

o
f

th
e

h
ea

rt
to

b
e

d
eta

iled
;

a
n
d

h
e

w
a
s

n
o
t

m
o
re

elo
q
u
en

t
o
n

th
e

su
b
ject

o
f

ten
d
ern

ess
th

a
n

o
f

p
rid

e.
H

is
sen

se
o
f

h
er

in
ferio

rity
—

o
f

its
b
ein

g
a

d
eg

ra
d
a
tio

n
—

o
f
th

e
fa

m
ily

o
b
sta

cles
w

h
ich

h
a
d

a
lw

a
y
s

o
p
p
o
sed

to
in

clin
a
tio

n
,

w
ere

d
w

elt
o
n

w
ith

a
w

a
rm

th
w

h
ich

seem
ed

d
u
e

to
th

e
co

n
seq

u
en

ce
h
e

w
a
s

w
o
u
n
d
in

g
,
b
u
t

w
a
s

v
ery

u
n
lik

ely
to

reco
m

m
en

d
h
is

su
it.In

sp
ite

o
f

h
er

d
eep

ly
-ro

o
ted

d
islik

e,
sh

e
co

u
ld

n
o
t

b
e

in
sen

sib
le

to
th

e
co

m
p
lim

en
t

o
f

su
ch

a
m

a
n
’s

a
ffectio

n
,

a
n
d

th
o
u
g
h

h
er

in
ten

tio
n
s

d
id

n
o
t

v
a
ry

fo
r

a
n

in
sta

n
t,

sh
e

w
a
s

a
t

fi
rst

so
rry

fo
r

th
e

p
a
in

h
e

w
a
s

to
receiv

e;
till,

ro
u
sed

to
resen

tm
en

t
b
y

h
is

su
b
seq

u
en

t
la

n
g
u
a
g
e,

sh
e

lo
st

a
ll

co
m

p
a
ssio

n
in

a
n
g
er.

S
h
e

tried
,

h
o
w

ev
er,

to
co

m
p
o
se

h
erself

to
a
n
sw

er
h
im

w
ith

p
a
tien

ce,
w

h
en

h
e

sh
o
u
ld

h
a
v
e

d
o
n
e.

H
e

co
n
clu

d
ed

w
ith

rep
resen

tin
g

to
h
er

th
e

stren
g
th

o
f

th
a
t

a
tta

ch
m

en
t

w
h
ich

,
in

sp
ite

o
f

a
ll

h
is

en
d
ea

v
o
u
rs,

h
e

h
a
d

fo
u
n
d

im
p
o
ssib

le
to

co
n
q
u
er;

a
n
d

w
ith

ex
p
ressin

g
h
is

h
o
p
e

th
a
t

it
w

o
u
ld

n
o
w

b
e

rew
a
rd

ed
b
y

h
er

a
ccep

ta
n
ce

o
f

h
is

h
a
n
d
.

A
s

h
e

sa
id

th
is,

sh
e

co
u
ld

ea
sily

see
th

a
t

h
e

h
a
d

n
o

d
o
u
b
t

o
f

a
fa

v
o
u
ra

b
le

a
n
sw

er.
H

e
sp

o
k
e

o
f

a
p
p
reh

en
sio

n
a
n
d

a
n
x
iety,

b
u
t

h
is

co
u
n
ten

a
n
ce

ex
p
ressed

rea
l

secu
rity.

S
u
ch

a
circu

m
sta

n
ce

co
u
ld

o
n
ly

ex
a
sp

era
te

fa
rth

er,
a
n
d
,
w

h
en

h
e

cea
sed

,
th

e
co

lo
u
r

ro
se

in
to

h
er

ch
eek

s,
a
n
d

sh
e

sa
id

:
“
In

su
ch

ca
ses

a
s

th
is,

it
is,

I
b
eliev

e,
th

e
esta

b
lish

ed
m

o
d
e

to
ex

p
ress

a
sen

se
o
f
o
b
lig

a
tio

n
fo

r
th

e
sen

tim
en

ts
a
v
o
w

ed
,h

o
w

ev
er

u
n
eq

u
a
lly

th
ey

m
a
y

b
e

retu
rn

ed
.

It
is

n
a
tu

ra
l

th
a
t

o
b
lig

a
tio

n
sh

o
u
ld

b
e

felt,
a
n
d

if
I

co
u
ld

feel
g
ra

titu
d
e,

I
w

o
u
ld

n
o
w

th
a
n
k

y
o
u
.

B
u
t

I
ca

n
n
o
t—

I
h
a
v
e

n
ev

er
d
esired

y
o
u
r

g
o
o
d

o
p
in

io
n
,

a
n
d

y
o
u

h
a
v
e

certa
in

ly
b
esto

w
ed

it
m

o
st

u
n
w

illin
g
ly.

I
a
m

so
rry

to
h
a
v
e

o
cca

sio
n
ed

p
a
in

to
a
n
y
o
n
e.

It
h
a
s

b
een

m
o
st

u
n
co

n
scio

u
sly

d
o
n
e,

h
o
w

ev
er,

a
n
d

I
h
o
p
e

w
ill

b
e

o
f

sh
o
rt

1
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P
R

I
D

E
A

N
D

P
R

E
J

U
D

I
C

E

d
u
ra

tio
n
.

T
h
e

feelin
g
s

w
h
ich

,
y
o
u

tell
m

e,
h
a
v
e

lo
n
g

p
rev

en
ted

th
e

a
c-

k
n
o
w

led
g
m

en
t

o
f

y
o
u
r

reg
a
rd

,
ca

n
h
a
v
e

little
d
iffi

cu
lty

in
o
v
erco

m
in

g
it

a
fter

th
is

ex
p
la

n
a
tio

n
.”

M
r.

D
a
rcy,

w
h
o

w
a
s

lea
n
in

g
a
g
a
in

st
th

e
m

a
n
telp

iece
w

ith
h
is

ey
es

fi
x
ed

o
n

h
er

fa
ce,

seem
ed

to
ca

tch
h
er

w
o
rd

s
w

ith
n
o

less
resen

tm
en

t
th

a
n

su
rp

rise.
H

is
co

m
p
lex

io
n

b
eca

m
e

p
a
le

w
ith

a
n
g
er,

a
n
d

th
e

d
istu

r-
b
a
n
ce

o
f

h
is

m
in

d
w

a
s

v
isib

le
in

ev
ery

fea
tu

re.
H

e
w

a
s

stru
g
g
lin

g
fo

r
th

e
a
p
p
ea

ra
n
ce

o
f

co
m

p
o
su

re,
a
n
d

w
o
u
ld

n
o
t

o
p
en

h
is

lip
s

till
h
e

b
e-

liev
ed

h
im

self
to

h
a
v
e

a
tta

in
ed

it.
T

h
e

p
a
u
se

w
a
s

to
E

liza
b
eth

’s
feelin

g
s

d
rea

d
fu

l.
A

t
len

g
th

,
w

ith
a

v
o
ice

o
f

fo
rced

ca
lm

n
ess,

h
e

sa
id

:
“
A

n
d

th
is

is
a
llth

e
rep

ly
w

h
ich

I
a
m

to
h
a
v
e

th
e

h
o
n
o
u
r

o
f
ex

p
ectin

g
!

I
m

ig
h
t,

p
erh

a
p
s,

w
ish

to
b
e

in
fo

rm
ed

w
h
y,

w
ith

so
little

en
d
ea

v
o
u
r

a
t

civ
ility,

I
a
m

th
u
s

rejected
.

B
u
t

it
is

o
f

sm
a
ll

im
p
o
rta

n
ce.”

“
I

m
ig

h
t

a
s

w
ell

in
q
u
ire,”

rep
lied

sh
e,

“
w

h
y

w
ith

so
ev

id
en

t
a

d
esire

o
f

o
ffen

d
in

g
a
n
d

in
su

ltin
g

m
e,

y
o
u

ch
o
se

to
tell

m
e

th
a
t

y
o
u

lik
ed

m
e

a
g
a
in

st
y
o
u
r

w
ill,

a
g
a
in

st
y
o
u
r

rea
so

n
,
a
n
d

ev
en

a
g
a
in

st
y
o
u
r

ch
a
ra

cter?
W

a
s

n
o
t

th
is

so
m

e
ex

cu
se

fo
r

in
civ

ility,
if

I
w

a
s

u
n
civ

il?
B

u
t

I
h
a
v
e

o
th

er
p
ro

v
o
ca

tio
n
s.

Y
o
u

k
n
o
w

I
h
a
v
e.

H
a
d

n
o
t

m
y

feelin
g
s

d
ecid

ed
a
g
a
in

st
y
o
u
—

h
a
d

th
ey

b
een

in
d
ifferen

t,
o
r

h
a
d

th
ey

ev
en

b
een

fa
v
o
u
ra

b
le,

d
o

y
o
u

th
in

k
th

a
t

a
n
y

co
n
sid

era
tio

n
w

o
u
ld

tem
p
t

m
e

to
a
ccep

t
th

e
m

a
n

w
h
o

h
a
s

b
een

th
e

m
ea

n
s

o
f

ru
in

in
g
,
p
erh

a
p
s

fo
r

ev
er,

th
e

h
a
p
p
in

ess
o
f

a
m

o
st

b
elo

v
ed

sister?”
A

s
sh

e
p
ro

n
o
u
n
ced

th
ese

w
o
rd

s,
M

r.
D

a
rcy

ch
a
n
g
ed

co
lo

u
r;

b
u
t

th
e

em
o
tio

n
w

a
s

sh
o
rt,

a
n
d

h
e

listen
ed

w
ith

o
u
t

a
ttem

p
tin

g
to

in
terru

p
t

h
er

w
h
ile

sh
e

co
n
tin

u
ed

:
“
I

h
a
v
e

ev
ery

rea
so

n
in

th
e

w
o
rld

to
th

in
k

ill
o
f

y
o
u
.

N
o

m
o
tiv

e
ca

n
ex

cu
se

th
e

u
n
ju

st
a
n
d

u
n
g
en

ero
u
s

p
a
rt

y
o
u

a
cted

th
ere.

Y
o
u

d
a
re

n
o
t,

y
o
u

ca
n
n
o
t

d
en

y,
th

a
t

y
o
u

h
a
v
e

b
een

th
e

p
rin

cip
a
l,

if
n
o
t

th
e

o
n
ly

m
ea

n
s

o
f
d
iv

id
in

g
th

em
fro

m
ea

ch
o
th

er—
o
f
ex

p
o
sin

g
o
n
e

to
th

e
cen

su
re

o
f

th
e

w
o
rld

fo
r

ca
p
rice

a
n
d

in
sta

b
ility,

a
n
d

th
e

o
th

er
to

its
d
erisio

n
fo

r
d
isa

p
p
o
in

ted
h
o
p
es,

a
n
d

in
v
o
lv

in
g

th
em

b
o
th

in
m

isery
o
f

th
e

a
cu

test
k
in

d
.”

S
h
e

p
a
u
sed

,
a
n
d

sa
w

w
ith

n
o

slig
h
t

in
d
ig

n
a
tio

n
th

a
t

h
e

w
a
s

listen
-

in
g

w
ith

a
n

a
ir

w
h
ich

p
ro

v
ed

h
im

w
h
o
lly

u
n
m

o
v
ed

b
y

a
n
y

feelin
g

o
f

rem
o
rse.

H
e

ev
en

lo
o
k
ed

a
t

h
er

w
ith

a
sm

ile
o
f

a
ffected

in
cred

u
lity.

“
C

a
n

y
o
u

d
en

y
th

a
t

y
o
u

h
a
v
e

d
o
n
e

it?”
sh

e
rep

ea
ted

.
W

ith
a
ssu

m
ed

tra
n
q
u
illity

h
e

th
en

rep
lied

:
“
I

h
a
v
e

n
o

w
ish

o
f

d
en

y
-

in
g

th
a
t

I
d
id

ev
ery

th
in

g
in

m
y

p
o
w

er
to

sep
a
ra

te
m

y
frien

d
fro

m
y
o
u
r

sister,
o
r

th
a
t

I
rejo

ice
in

m
y

su
ccess.

T
o
w

a
rd

s
h
im

I
h
a
v
e

b
een

k
in

d
er

1
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J
A

N
E

A
U

S
T

E
N

th
a
t

m
o
m

en
t

I
o
b
se

rv
ed

m
y

fr
ie

n
d
’s

b
eh

a
v
io

u
r

a
tt

en
ti

v
el

y
;

a
n
d

I
co

u
ld

th
en

p
er

ce
iv

e
th

a
t

h
is

p
a
rt

ia
li
ty

fo
r

M
is

s
B

en
n
et

w
a
s

b
ey

o
n
d

w
h
a
t

I
h
a
d

ev
er

w
it

n
es

se
d

in
h
im

.
Y

o
u
r

si
st

er
I
a
ls

o
w

a
tc

h
ed

.
H

er
lo

o
k

a
n
d

m
a
n
n
er

s
w

er
e

o
p
en

,
ch

ee
rf

u
l,

a
n
d

en
g
a
g
in

g
a
s

ev
er

,
b
u
t

w
it

h
o
u
t

a
n
y

sy
m

p
to

m
o
f

p
ec

u
li
a
r

re
g
a
rd

,
a
n
d

I
re

m
a
in

ed
co

n
v
in

ce
d

fr
o
m

th
e

ev
en

in
g
’s

sc
ru

ti
n
y,

th
a
t

th
o
u
g
h

sh
e

re
ce

iv
ed

h
is

a
tt

en
ti

o
n
s

w
it

h
p
le

a
su

re
,

sh
e

d
id

n
o
t

in
v
it

e
th

em
b
y

a
n
y

p
a
rt

ic
ip

a
ti

o
n

o
f

se
n
ti

m
en

t.
If

y
o
u

h
a
v
e

n
o
t

b
ee

n
m

is
ta

k
en

h
er

e,
I

m
u
st

h
a
v
e

b
ee

n
in

er
ro

r.
Y

o
u
r

su
p
er

io
r

k
n
o
w

le
d
g
e

o
f

y
o
u
r

si
st

er
m

u
st

m
a
k
e

th
e

la
tt

er
p
ro

b
a
b
le

.
If

it
b
e

so
,

if
I

h
a
v
e

b
ee

n
m

is
le

d
b
y

su
ch

er
ro

r
to

in
fl
ic

t
p
a
in

o
n

h
er

,
y
o
u
r

re
se

n
tm

en
t

h
a
s

n
o
t

b
ee

n
u
n
re

a
so

n
a
b
le

.
B

u
t

I
sh

a
ll

n
o
t

sc
ru

p
le

to
a
ss

er
t,

th
a
t

th
e

se
re

n
it

y
o
f

y
o
u
r

si
st

er
’s

co
u
n
-

te
n
a
n
ce

a
n
d

a
ir

w
a
s

su
ch

a
s

m
ig

h
t

h
a
v
e

g
iv

en
th

e
m

o
st

a
cu

te
o
b
se

rv
er

a
co

n
v
ic

ti
o
n

th
a
t,

h
o
w

ev
er

a
m

ia
b
le

h
er

te
m

p
er

,
h
er

h
ea

rt
w

a
s

n
o
t

li
k
el

y
to

b
e

ea
si

ly
to

u
ch

ed
.

T
h
a
t

I
w

a
s

d
es

ir
o
u
s

o
f

b
el

ie
v
in

g
h
er

in
d
if

fe
re

n
t

is
ce

rt
a
in

—
b
u
t

I
w

il
l

v
en

tu
re

to
sa

y
th

a
t

m
y

in
v
es

ti
g
a
ti

o
n

a
n
d

d
ec

is
io

n
s

a
re

n
o
t

u
su

a
ll
y

in
fl
u
en

ce
d

b
y

m
y

h
o
p
es

o
r

fe
a
rs

.
I

d
id

n
o
t

b
el

ie
v
e

h
er

to
b
e

in
d
if

fe
re

n
t

b
ec

a
u
se

I
w

is
h
ed

it
;

I
b
el

ie
v
ed

it
o
n

im
p
a
rt

ia
l

co
n
v
ic

ti
o
n
,

a
s

tr
u
ly

a
s

I
w

is
h
ed

it
in

re
a
so

n
.
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b
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e
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b
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w
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b
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p
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n
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b
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in
to

th
e

p
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p
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b
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b
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p
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p
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n
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.
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p
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b
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e

m
o
rn

in
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receiv
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etitio
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d
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b
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b
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p
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b
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p
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b
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b
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a
rd

o
n

th
e

freed
o
m

w
ith

w
h
ich

I
d
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b
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b
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b
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h
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a
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d
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b
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a
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u
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b
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b
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b
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h
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b
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r
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u
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p
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in
d
et

a
ch

in
g

th
ei

r
b
ro

th
er

,
w

e
sh

o
rt

ly
re

so
lv

ed
o
n

jo
in

in
g

h
im

d
ir

ec
tl

y
in

L
o
n
d
o
n
.

W
e

a
cc

o
rd

in
g
ly

w
en

t—
a
n
d

th
er

e
I

re
a
d
il
y

en
g
a
g
ed

in
th

e
o
f-

fi
ce

o
f

p
o
in

ti
n
g

o
u
t

to
m

y
fr

ie
n
d

th
e

ce
rt

a
in

ev
il
s

o
f

su
ch

a
ch

o
ic

e.
I

d
e-

sc
ri

b
ed

,
a
n
d

en
fo

rc
ed

th
em

ea
rn

es
tl

y.
B

u
t,

h
o
w

ev
er

th
is

re
m

o
n
st

ra
n
ce

m
ig

h
t

h
a
v
e

st
a
g
g
er

ed
o
r

d
el

a
y
ed

h
is

d
et

er
m

in
a
ti

o
n
,

I
d
o

n
o
t

su
p
p
o
se

th
a
t

it
w

o
u
ld

u
lt

im
a
te

ly
h
a
v
e

p
re

v
en

te
d

th
e

m
a
rr

ia
g
e,

h
a
d

it
n
o
t

b
ee

n
se

co
n
d
ed

b
y

th
e

a
ss

u
ra

n
ce

th
a
t

I
h
es

it
a
te

d
n
o
t

in
g
iv

in
g
,
o
f

y
o
u
r

si
st

er
’s

in
d
if

fe
re

n
ce

.
H

e
h
a
d

b
ef

o
re

b
el

ie
v
ed

h
er

to
re

tu
rn

h
is

a
ff

ec
ti

o
n

w
it

h
si

n
ce

re
,

if
n
o
t

w
it

h
eq

u
a
l
re

g
a
rd

.
B

u
t

B
in

g
le

y
h
a
s

g
re

a
t

n
a
tu

ra
l
m

o
d
es

ty
,

w
it

h
a

st
ro

n
g
er

d
ep

en
d
en

ce
o
n

m
y

ju
d
g
em

en
t

th
a
n

o
n

h
is

o
w

n
.

T
o

co
n
-

v
in

ce
h
im

,
th

er
ef

o
re

,
th

a
t

h
e

h
a
d

d
ec

ei
v
ed

h
im

se
lf

,
w

a
s

n
o

v
er

y
d
if

fi
cu

lt
p
o
in

t.
T

o
p
er

su
a
d
e

h
im

a
g
a
in

st
re

tu
rn

in
g

in
to

H
er

tf
o
rd

sh
ir

e,
w

h
en

th
a
t

co
n
v
ic

ti
o
n

h
a
d

b
ee

n
g
iv

en
,

w
a
s

sc
a
rc

el
y

th
e

w
o
rk

o
f

a
m

o
m

en
t.

I
ca

n
-

n
o
t

b
la

m
e

m
y
se

lf
fo

r
h
a
v
in

g
d
o
n
e

th
u
s

m
u
ch

.
T

h
er

e
is

b
u
t

o
n
e

p
a
rt

o
f

m
y

co
n
d
u
ct

in
th

e
w

h
o
le

a
ff

a
ir

o
n

w
h
ic

h
I

d
o

n
o
t

re
fl
ec

t
w

it
h

sa
ti

sf
a
c-

ti
o
n
;

it
is

th
a
t

I
co

n
d
es

ce
n
d
ed

to
a
d
o
p
t

th
e

m
ea

su
re

s
o
f

a
rt

so
fa

r
a
s

to
co

n
ce

a
l

fr
o
m

h
im

y
o
u
r

si
st

er
’s

b
ei

n
g

in
to

w
n
.

I
k
n
ew

it
m

y
se

lf
,

a
s

it
w

a
s

k
n
o
w

n
to

M
is

s
B

in
g
le

y
;

b
u
t

h
er

b
ro

th
er

is
ev

en
y
et

ig
n
o
ra

n
t

o
f

it
.

T
h
a
t

th
ey

m
ig

h
t

h
a
v
e

m
et

w
it

h
o
u
t

il
l

co
n
se

q
u
en

ce
is

p
er

h
a
p
s

p
ro

b
a
b
le

;
b
u
t

h
is

re
g
a
rd

d
id

n
o
t

a
p
p
ea

r
to

m
e

en
o
u
g
h

ex
ti

n
g
u
is

h
ed

fo
r

h
im

to
se

e
h
er

w
it

h
o
u
t

so
m

e
d
a
n
g
er

.
P
er

h
a
p
s

th
is

co
n
ce

a
lm

en
t,

th
is

d
is

g
u
is

e
w

a
s

b
en

ea
th

m
e;

it
is

d
o
n
e,

h
o
w

ev
er

,
a
n
d

it
w

a
s

d
o
n
e

fo
r

th
e

b
es

t.
O

n
th

is
su

b
je

ct
I

h
a
v
e

n
o
th

in
g

m
o
re

to
sa

y,
n
o

o
th

er
a
p
o
lo

g
y

to
o
ff

er
.

If
I

h
a
v
e

w
o
u
n
d
ed

y
o
u
r

si
st

er
’s

fe
el

in
g
s,

it
w

a
s

u
n
k
n
o
w

in
g
ly

d
o
n
e

a
n
d

th
o
u
g
h

th
e

m
o
ti

v
es

w
h
ic

h
g
o
v
er

n
ed

m
e

m
a
y

to
y
o
u

v
er

y
n
a
tu

ra
ll
y

a
p
p
ea

r
in

su
f-

fi
ci

en
t,

I
h
a
v
e

n
o
t

y
et

le
a
rn

t
to

co
n
d
em

n
th

em
.

“
W

it
h

re
sp

ec
t

to
th

a
t

o
th

er
,

m
o
re

w
ei

g
h
ty

a
cc

u
sa

ti
o
n
,

o
f

h
a
v
in

g
in

-
ju

re
d

M
r.

W
ic

k
h
a
m

,
I

ca
n

o
n
ly

re
fu

te
it

b
y

la
y
in

g
b
ef

o
re

y
o
u

th
e

w
h
o
le

o
f

h
is

co
n
n
ec

ti
o
n

w
it

h
m

y
fa

m
il
y.

O
f

w
h
a
t

h
e

h
a
s

p
a
rt

ic
u
la

rl
y

a
cc

u
se

d
m

e
I

a
m

ig
n
o
ra

n
t;

b
u
t

o
f

th
e

tr
u
th

o
f

w
h
a
t

I
sh

a
ll

re
la

te
,

I
ca

n
su

m
m

o
n

m
o
re

th
a
n

o
n
e

w
it

n
es

s
o
f

u
n
d
o
u
b
te

d
v
er

a
ci

ty
.

“
M

r.
W

ic
k
h
a
m

is
th

e
so

n
o
f

a
v
er

y
re

sp
ec

ta
b
le

m
a
n
,

w
h
o

h
a
d

fo
r

m
a
n
y

y
ea

rs
th

e
m

a
n
a
g
em

en
t

o
f

a
ll

th
e

P
em

b
er

le
y

es
ta

te
s,

a
n
d

w
h
o
se

g
o
o
d

co
n
d
u
ct

in
th

e
d
is

ch
a
rg

e
o
f

h
is

tr
u
st

n
a
tu

ra
ll
y

in
cl

in
ed

m
y

fa
th

er
to

b
e

o
f

se
rv

ic
e

to
h
im

;
a
n
d

o
n

G
eo

rg
e

W
ic

k
h
a
m

,
w

h
o

w
a
s

h
is

g
o
d
so

n
,

h
is

k
in

d
n
es

s
w

a
s

th
er

ef
o
re

li
b
er

a
ll
y

b
es

to
w

ed
.

M
y

fa
th

er
su

p
p
o
rt

ed
h
im

1
4
5



J
A

N
E

A
U

S
T

E
N

a
t

sch
o
o
l,

a
n
d

a
fterw

a
rd

s
a
t

C
a
m

b
rid

g
e—

m
o
st

im
p
o
rta

n
t

a
ssista

n
ce,

a
s

h
is

o
w

n
fa

th
er,

a
lw

a
y
s

p
o
o
r

fro
m

th
e

ex
tra

v
a
g
a
n
ce

o
f

h
is

w
ife,

w
o
u
ld

h
a
v
e

b
een

u
n
a
b
le

to
g
iv

e
h
im

a
g
en

tlem
a
n
’s

ed
u
ca

tio
n
.

M
y

fa
th

er
w

a
s

n
o
t

o
n
ly

fo
n
d

o
f

th
is

y
o
u
n
g

m
a
n
’s

so
ciety,

w
h
o
se

m
a
n
n
er

w
ere

a
lw

a
y
s

en
g
a
g
in

g
;
h
e

h
a
d

a
lso

th
e

h
ig

h
est

o
p
in

io
n

o
f

h
im

,
a
n
d

h
o
p
in

g
th

e
ch

u
rch

w
o
u
ld

b
e

h
is

p
ro

fessio
n
,
in

ten
d
ed

to
p
ro

v
id

e
fo

r
h
im

in
it.

A
s

fo
r

m
y
self,

it
is

m
a
n
y,

m
a
n
y

y
ea

rs
sin

ce
I

fi
rst

b
eg

a
n

to
th

in
k

o
f

h
im

in
a

v
ery

d
iffer-

en
t

m
a
n
n
er.

T
h
e

v
icio

u
s

p
ro

p
en

sities—
th

e
w

a
n
t

o
f

p
rin

cip
le,

w
h
ich

h
e

w
a
s

ca
refu

l
to

g
u
a
rd

fro
m

th
e

k
n
o
w

led
g
e

o
f

h
is

b
est

frien
d
,
co

u
ld

n
o
t

es-
ca

p
e

th
e

o
b
serv

a
tio

n
o
f
a

y
o
u
n
g

m
a
n

o
f
n
ea

rly
th

e
sa

m
e

a
g
e

w
ith

h
im

self,
a
n
d

w
h
o

h
a
d

o
p
p
o
rtu

n
ities

o
f

seein
g

h
im

in
u
n
g
u
a
rd

ed
m

o
m

en
ts,

w
h
ich

M
r.

D
a
rcy

co
u
ld

n
o
t

h
a
v
e.

H
ere

a
g
a
in

sh
a
ll

g
iv

e
y
o
u

p
a
in

—
to

w
h
a
t

d
e-

g
ree

y
o
u

o
n
ly

ca
n

tell.
B

u
t

w
h
a
tev

er
m

a
y

b
e

th
e

sen
tim

en
ts

w
h
ich

M
r.

W
ick

h
a
m

h
a
s

crea
ted

,
a

su
sp

icio
n

o
f

th
eir

n
a
tu

re
sh

a
ll

n
o
t

p
rev

en
t

m
e

fro
m

u
n
fo

ld
in

g
h
is

rea
l
ch

a
ra

cter—
it

a
d
d
s

ev
en

a
n
o
th

er
m

o
tiv

e.
“
M

y
ex

cellen
t

fa
th

er
d
ied

a
b
o
u
t

fi
v
e

y
ea

rs
a
g
o
;

a
n
d

h
is

a
tta

ch
m

en
t

to
M

r.
W

ick
h
a
m

w
a
s

to
th

e
la

st
so

stea
d
y,

th
a
t

in
h
is

w
ill

h
e

p
a
rticu

la
rly

reco
m

m
en

d
ed

it
to

m
e,

to
p
ro

m
o
te

h
is

a
d
v
a
n
cem

en
t

in
th

e
b
est

m
a
n
n
er

th
a
t

h
is

p
ro

fessio
n

m
ig

h
t

a
llo

w
—

a
n
d

if
h
e

to
o
k

o
rd

ers,
d
esired

th
a
t

a
v
a
lu

a
b
le

fa
m

ily
liv

in
g

m
ig

h
t

b
e

h
is

a
s

so
o
n

a
s

it
b
eca

m
e

v
a
ca

n
t.

T
h
ere

w
a
s

a
lso

a
leg

a
cy

o
f

o
n
e

th
o
u
sa

n
d

p
o
u
n
d
s.

H
is

o
w

n
fa

th
er

d
id

n
o
t

lo
n
g

su
rv

iv
e

m
in

e,
a
n
d

w
ith

in
h
a
lf

a
y
ea

r
fro

m
th

ese
ev

en
ts,

M
r.

W
ick

-
h
a
m

w
ro

te
to

in
fo

rm
m

e
th

a
t,

h
a
v
in

g
fi
n
a
lly

reso
lv

ed
a
g
a
in

st
ta

k
in

g
o
rd

ers,
h
e

h
o
p
ed

I
sh

o
u
ld

n
o
t

th
in

k
it

u
n
rea

so
n
a
b
le

fo
r

h
im

to
ex

p
ect

so
m

e
m

o
re

im
m

ed
ia

te
p
ecu

n
ia

ry
a
d
v
a
n
ta

g
e,

in
lieu

o
f

th
e

p
referm

en
t,

b
y

w
h
ich

h
e

co
u
ld

n
o
t

b
e

b
en

efi
ted

.
H

e
h
a
d

so
m

e
in

ten
tio

n
,

h
e

a
d
d
ed

,
o
f

stu
d
y
in

g
la

w
,

a
n
d

I
m

u
st

b
e

a
w

a
re

th
a
t

th
e

in
terest

o
f

o
n
e

th
o
u
sa

n
d

p
o
u
n
d
s

w
o
u
ld

b
e

a
v
ery

in
su

ffi
cien

t
su

p
p
o
rt

th
erein

.
I

ra
th

er
w

ish
ed

,
th

a
n

b
eliev

ed
h
im

to
b
e

sin
cere;

b
u
t,

a
t

a
n
y

ra
te,

w
a
s

p
erfectly

rea
d
y

to
a
cced

e
to

h
is

p
ro

p
o
sa

l.
I

k
n
ew

th
a
t

M
r.

W
ick

h
a
m

o
u
g
h
t

n
o
t

to
b
e

a
cler-

g
y
m

a
n
;

th
e

b
u
sin

ess
w

a
s

th
erefo

re
so

o
n

settled
—

h
e

resig
n
ed

a
ll

cla
im

to
a
ssista

n
ce

in
th

e
ch

u
rch

,
w

ere
it

p
o
ssib

le
th

a
t

h
e

co
u
ld

ev
er

b
e

in
a

situ
a
tio

n
to

receiv
e

it,
a
n
d

a
ccep

ted
in

retu
rn

th
ree

th
o
u
sa

n
d

p
o
u
n
d
s.

A
ll

co
n
n
ectio

n
b
etw

een
u
s

seem
ed

n
o
w

d
isso

lv
ed

.
I

th
o
u
g
h
t

to
o

ill
o
f

h
im

to
in

v
ite

h
im

to
P
em

b
erley,

o
r

a
d
m

it
h
is

so
ciety

in
to

w
n
.

In
to

w
n

I
b
eliev

e
h
e

ch
iefl

y
liv

ed
,

b
u
t

h
is

stu
d
y
in

g
th

e
la

w
w

a
s

a
m

ere
p
reten

ce,
a
n
d

b
ein

g
n
o
w

free
fro

m
a
ll

restra
in

t,
h
is

life
w

a
s

a
life

o
f

id
len

ess
a
n
d

d
issip

a
tio

n
.

F
o
r

a
b
o
u
t

th
ree

y
ea

rs
I

h
ea

rd
little

o
f

h
im

;
b
u
t

o
n

th
e

d
e-

cea
se

o
f

th
e

in
cu

m
b
en

t
o
f

th
e

liv
in

g
w

h
ich

h
a
d

b
een

d
esig

n
ed

fo
r

h
im

,

1
4
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P
R

I
D

E
A

N
D

P
R

E
J

U
D

I
C

E

h
e

a
p
p
lied

to
m

e
a
g
a
in

b
y

letter
fo

r
th

e
p
resen

ta
tio

n
.

H
is

circu
m

sta
n
ces,

h
e

a
ssu

red
m

e,
a
n
d

I
h
a
d

n
o

d
iffi

cu
lty

in
b
eliev

in
g

it,
w

ere
ex

ceed
in

g
ly

b
a
d
.

H
e

h
a
d

fo
u
n
d

th
e

la
w

a
m

o
st

u
n
p
ro

fi
ta

b
le

stu
d
y,

a
n
d

w
a
s

n
o
w

a
b
so

lu
tely

reso
lv

ed
o
n

b
ein

g
o
rd

a
in

ed
,

if
I

w
o
u
ld

p
resen

t
h
im

to
th

e
liv

in
g

in
q
u
estio

n
—

o
f

w
h
ich

h
e

tru
sted

th
ere

co
u
ld

b
e

little
d
o
u
b
t,

a
s

h
e

w
a
s

w
ell

a
ssu

red
th

a
t

I
h
a
d

n
o

o
th

er
p
erso

n
to

p
ro

v
id

e
fo

r,
a
n
d

I
co

u
ld

n
o
t

h
a
v
e

fo
rg

o
tten

m
y

rev
ered

fa
th

er’s
in

ten
tio

n
s.

Y
o
u

w
ill

h
a
rd

ly
b
la

m
e

m
e

fo
r

refu
sin

g
to

co
m

p
ly

w
ith

th
is

en
trea

ty,
o
r

fo
r

resistin
g

ev
-

ery
rep

etitio
n

to
it.

H
is

resen
tm

en
t

w
a
s

in
p
ro

p
o
rtio

n
to
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h
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b
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b
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b
tru

d
ed

o
n

m
y

n
o
tice.
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b
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a
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n
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b
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b
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b
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a
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p
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b
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p
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b
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b
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p
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p
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b
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p
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b
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p

to
a
s

a
fa

th
er,

a
ck

n
o
w

led
g
ed

th
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b
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p
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e.
M

r.
W

ick
h
a
m
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b
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b
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b
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p
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p
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b
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b
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p
re

-
p
o
ss

es
si

o
n

a
n
d

ig
n
o
ra

n
ce

,
a
n
d

d
ri

v
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h
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n
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e
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h
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b
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p
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p
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h
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b
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b
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b
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b
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h
is

d
es

cr
ip

ti
o
n

o
f

Ja
n
e.
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p
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p
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b
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a
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h
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h
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h
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h
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to
o

fo
rc

ib
ly

fo
r

d
en

ia
l,

a
n
d

th
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h
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p
a
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h
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h
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d
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p
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b
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p
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h
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h
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p
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.
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b
u
t

it
co

u
ld

n
o
t

co
n
so

le
h
er

fo
r

th
e

co
n
te

m
p
t

w
h
ic

h
h
a
d

th
u
s

b
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ra
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b
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b
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b
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b
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u
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b
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h
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p
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b
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d

th
e

h
o
u
se

w
it

h
th
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p
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h
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u
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R

I
D

E
A

N
D

P
R

E
J

U
D

I
C

E

o
f

th
e

o
n
e

b
ef

o
re

h
er

ey
es

.
H

is
b
el

ie
f

o
f

h
er

si
st

er
’s

in
se

n
si

b
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w
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h
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p
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w
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h
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p
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h
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b
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h
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h
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p
a
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n
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p
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s

a
b
ro

th
er,

a
n
d

th
a
t

sh
e

h
a
d

o
ften

h
ea

rd
h
im

sp
ea

k
so

a
ffec-

tio
n
a
tely

o
f

h
is

sister
a
s

to
p
ro

v
e

h
im

ca
p
a
b
le

o
f

so
m

e
a
m

ia
b
le

feelin
g
;

th
a
t

h
a
d

h
is

a
ctio

n
s

b
een

w
h
a
t

M
r.

W
ick

h
a
m

rep
resen

ted
th

em
,
so

g
ro

ss
a

v
io

la
tio

n
o
f

ev
ery

th
in

g
rig

h
t

co
u
ld

h
a
rd

ly
h
a
v
e

b
een

co
n
cea

led
fro

m
th

e
w

o
rld

;
a
n
d

th
a
t

frien
d
sh

ip
b
etw

een
a

p
erso

n
ca

p
a
b
le

o
f

it,
a
n
d

su
ch

a
n

a
m

ia
b
le

m
a
n

a
s

M
r.

B
in

g
ley,

w
a
s

in
co

m
p
reh

en
sib

le.
S
h
e

g
rew

a
b
so

lu
tely

a
sh

a
m

ed
o
f

h
erself.

O
f

n
eith

er
D

a
rcy

n
o
r

W
ick

-
h
a
m

co
u
ld

sh
e

th
in

k
w

ith
o
u
t

feelin
g

sh
e

h
a
d

b
een

b
lin

d
,

p
a
rtia

l,
p
reju

-
d
iced

,
a
b
su

rd
.

“
H

o
w

d
esp

ica
b
ly

I
h
a
v
e

a
cted

!”
sh

e
cried

;
“
I,

w
h
o

h
a
v
e

p
rid

ed
m

y
-

self
o
n

m
y

d
iscern

m
en

t!
I,

w
h
o

h
a
v
e

v
a
lu

ed
m

y
self

o
n

m
y

a
b
ilities!

w
h
o

h
a
v
e

o
ften

d
isd

a
in

ed
th

e
g
en

ero
u
s

ca
n
d
o
u
r

o
f

m
y

sister,
a
n
d

g
ra

tifi
ed

m
y

v
a
n
ity

in
u
seless

o
r

b
la

m
ea

b
le

m
istru

st!
H

o
w

h
u
m

ilia
tin

g
is

th
is

d
is-
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h
a
m

’s
ch

a
ra

ct
er

,
it

m
a
y

b
e

ea
si

ly
b
el

ie
v
ed

th
a
t

th
e

h
a
p
p
y

sp
ir

it
s

w
h
ic

h
h
a
d

se
ld

o
m

b
ee

n
d
ep

re
ss

ed
b
ef

o
re

,
w

er
e

n
o
w

so
m

u
ch

a
ff

ec
te

d
a
s

to
m

a
k
e

it
a
lm

o
st

im
p
o
ss

ib
le

fo
r

h
er

to
a
p
p
ea

r
to

le
ra

b
ly

ch
ee

rf
u
l.

T
h
ei

r
en

g
a
g
em

en
ts

a
t

R
o
si

n
g
s

w
er

e
a
s

fr
eq

u
en

t
d
u
ri

n
g

th
e

la
st

w
ee

k
o
f

h
er

st
a
y

a
s

th
ey

h
a
d

b
ee

n
a
t

fi
rs

t.
T

h
e

v
er

y
la

st
ev

en
in

g
w

a
s

sp
en

t
th

er
e;

a
n
d

h
er

la
d
y
sh

ip
a
g
a
in

in
q
u
ir

ed
m

in
u
te

ly
in

to
th

e
p
a
rt

ic
u
la

rs
o
f

th
ei

r
jo

u
rn

ey
,

g
a
v
e

th
em

d
ir

ec
ti

o
n
s

a
s

to
th

e
b
es

t
m

et
h
o
d

o
f

p
a
ck

in
g
,

a
n
d

w
a
s

so
u
rg

en
t

o
n

th
e

n
ec

es
si

ty
o
f

p
la

ci
n
g

g
o
w

n
s

in
th

e
o
n
ly

ri
g
h
t

w
a
y,

th
a
t

M
a
ri

a
th

o
u
g
h
t

h
er

se
lf

o
b
li
g
ed

,
o
n

h
er

re
tu

rn
,

to
u
n
d
o

a
ll

th
e

w
o
rk

o
f

th
e

m
o
rn

in
g
,
a
n
d

p
a
ck

h
er

tr
u
n
k

a
fr

es
h
.

W
h
en

th
ey

p
a
rt

ed
,

L
a
d
y

C
a
th

er
in

e,
w

it
h

g
re

a
t

co
n
d
es

ce
n
si

o
n
,

w
is

h
ed

th
em

a
g
o
o
d

jo
u
rn

ey
,

a
n
d

in
v
it

ed
th

em
to

co
m

e
to

H
u
n
sf

o
rd

a
g
a
in

n
ex

t
y
ea

r;
a
n
d

M
is

s
d
e

B
o
u
rg

h
ex

er
te

d
h
er

se
lf

so
fa

r
a
s

to
cu

rt
se

y
a
n
d

h
o
ld

o
u
t

h
er

h
a
n
d

to
b
o
th

.

C
h
a
p
te

r
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O
N

S
A

T
U

R
D

A
Y

M
O

R
N

IN
G

E
li
za

b
et

h
a
n
d

M
r.

C
o
ll
in

s
m

et
fo

r
b
re

a
k
fa

st
a

fe
w

m
in

u
te

s
b
ef

o
re

th
e

o
th

er
s

a
p
p
ea

re
d
;

a
n
d

h
e

to
o
k

th
e

o
p
p
o
rt

u
n
it

y
o
f
p
a
y
in

g
th

e
p
a
rt

in
g

ci
v
il
it

ie
s

w
h
ic

h
h
e

d
ee

m
ed

in
d
is

p
en

sa
b
ly

n
ec

es
sa

ry
.

“
I

k
n
o
w

n
o
t,

M
is

s
E

li
za

b
et

h
,”

sa
id

h
e,

“
w

h
et

h
er

M
rs

.
C

o
ll
in

s
h
a
s

y
et

ex
p
re

ss
ed

h
er

se
n
se

o
f

y
o
u
r

k
in

d
n
es

s
in

co
m

in
g

to
u
s;

b
u
t

I
a
m

v
er

y
ce

rt
a
in

y
o
u

w
il
l

n
o
t

le
a
v
e

th
e

h
o
u
se

w
it

h
o
u
t

re
ce

iv
in

g
h
er

th
a
n
k
s

fo
r

it
.

T
h
e

fa
v
o
r

o
f

y
o
u
r

co
m

p
a
n
y

h
a
s

b
ee

n
m

u
ch

fe
lt

,
I

a
ss

u
re

y
o
u
.

W
e

k
n
o
w

h
o
w

li
tt

le
th

er
e

is
to

te
m

p
t

a
n
y
o
n
e

to
o
u
r

h
u
m

b
le

a
b
o
d
e.

O
u
r

p
la

in
m

a
n
n
er

o
f

li
v
in

g
,

o
u
r

sm
a
ll

ro
o
m

s
a
n
d

fe
w

d
o
m

es
ti

cs
,

a
n
d

th
e

li
tt

le
w

e
se

e
o
f

th
e

w
o
rl

d
,

m
u
st

m
a
k
e

H
u
n
sf

o
rd

ex
tr

em
el

y
d
u
ll

to
a

y
o
u
n
g

la
d
y

li
k
e

y
o
u
rs

el
f;

b
u
t

I
h
o
p
e

y
o
u

w
il
l

b
el

ie
v
e

u
s

g
ra

te
fu

l
fo

r
th

e
co

n
d
es

ce
n
si

o
n
,

a
n
d

th
a
t

w
e

h
a
v
e

d
o
n
e

ev
er

y
th

in
g

in
o
u
r

p
o
w

er
to

p
re

v
en

t
y
o
u
r

sp
en

d
in

g
y
o
u
r

ti
m

e
u
n
p
le

a
sa

n
tl

y.
”

E
li
za

b
et

h
w

a
s

ea
g
er

w
it

h
h
er

th
a
n
k
s

a
n
d

a
ss

u
ra

n
ce

s
o
f

h
a
p
p
in

es
s.

S
h
e

h
a
d

sp
en

t
si

x
w

ee
k
s

w
it

h
g
re

a
t
en

jo
y
m

en
t;

a
n
d

th
e

p
le

a
su

re
o
f

b
ei

n
g

w
it

h
C

h
a
rl

o
tt

e,
a
n
d

th
e

k
in

d
a
tt

en
ti

o
n
s

sh
e

h
a
d

re
ce

iv
ed

,
m

u
st

m
a
k
e

h
er

fe
el

th
e

o
b
li
g
ed

.
M

r.
C

o
ll
in

s
w

a
s

g
ra

ti
fi
ed

,
a
n
d

w
it

h
a

m
o
re

sm
il
in

g
so

le
m

n
it

y
re

p
li
ed

:
“
It

g
iv

es
m

e
g
re

a
t

p
le

a
su

re
to

h
ea

r
th

a
t

y
o
u

h
a
v
e

p
a
ss

ed
y
o
u
r

ti
m

e
n
o
t

d
is

a
g
re

ea
b
ly

.
W

e
h
a
v
e

ce
rt

a
in

ly
d
o
n
e

o
u
r

b
es

t;
a
n
d

m
o
st

fo
rt

u
n
a
te

ly
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R

I
D

E
A

N
D

P
R

E
J

U
D

I
C

E

ea
ch

ca
ll
ed

d
u
ri

n
g

h
er

a
b
se

n
ce

;
M

r.
D

a
rc

y,
o
n
ly

fo
r

a
fe

w
m

in
u
te

s,
to

ta
k
e

le
a
v
e—

b
u
t

th
a
t

C
o
lo

n
el

F
it

zw
il
li
a
m

h
a
d

b
ee

n
si

tt
in

g
w

it
h

th
em

a
t

le
a
st

a
n

h
o
u
r,

h
o
p
in

g
fo

r
h
er

re
tu

rn
,

a
n
d

a
lm

o
st

re
so

lv
in

g
to

w
a
lk

a
ft

er
h
er

ti
ll

sh
e

co
u
ld

b
e

fo
u
n
d
.

E
li
za

b
et

h
co

u
ld

b
u
t

ju
st

a
ff

ec
t

co
n
ce

rn
in

m
is

si
n
g

h
im

;
sh

e
re

a
ll
y

re
jo

ic
ed

a
t

it
.

C
o
lo

n
el

F
it

zw
il
li
a
m

w
a
s

n
o

lo
n
g
er

a
n

o
b
je

ct
;
sh

e
co

u
ld

th
in

k
o
n
ly

o
f

h
er

le
tt

er
.
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T
H

E
T

W
O

G
E

N
T

L
E

M
E

N
le

ft
R

o
si

n
g
s

th
e

n
ex

t
m

o
rn

in
g
,
a
n
d

M
r.

C
o
ll
in

s
h
a
v
in

g
b
ee

n
in

w
a
it

in
g

n
ea

r
th

e
lo

d
g
es

,
to

m
a
k
e

th
em

h
is

p
a
rt

in
g

o
b
ei

-
sa

n
ce

,
w

a
s

a
b
le

to
b
ri

n
g

h
o
m

e
th

e
p
le

a
si

n
g

in
te

ll
ig

en
ce

,
o
f

th
ei

r
a
p
p
ea

r-
in

g
in

v
er

y
g
o
o
d

h
ea

lt
h
,

a
n
d

in
a
s

to
le

ra
b
le

sp
ir

it
s

a
s

co
u
ld

b
e

ex
p
ec

te
d
,

a
ft

er
th

e
m

el
a
n
ch

o
ly

sc
en

e
so

la
te

ly
g
o
n
e

th
ro

u
g
h

a
t

R
o
si

n
g
s.

T
o

R
o
s-

in
g
s

h
e

th
en

h
a
st

en
ed

,
to

co
n
so

le
L

a
d
y

C
a
th

er
in

e
a
n
d

h
er

d
a
u
g
h
te

r;
a
n
d

o
n

h
is

re
tu

rn
b
ro

u
g
h
t

b
a
ck

,
w

it
h

g
re

a
t

sa
ti

sf
a
ct

io
n
,
a

m
es

sa
g
e

fr
o
m

h
er

la
d
y
sh

ip
,

im
p
o
rt

in
g

th
a
t

sh
e

fe
lt

h
er

se
lf

so
d
u
ll

a
s

to
m

a
k
e

h
er

v
er

y
d
e-

si
ro

u
s

o
f

h
a
v
in

g
th

em
a
ll

to
d
in

e
w

it
h

h
er

.
E

li
za

b
et

h
co

u
ld

n
o
t

se
e

L
a
d
y

C
a
th

er
in

e
w

it
h
o
u
t

re
co

ll
ec

ti
n
g

th
a
t,

h
a
d

sh
e

ch
o
se

n
it

,
sh

e
m

ig
h
t

b
y

th
is

ti
m

e
h
a
v
e

b
ee

n
p
re

se
n
te

d
to

h
er

a
s

h
er

fu
tu

re
n
ie

ce
;

n
o
r

co
u
ld

sh
e

th
in

k
,

w
it

h
o
u
t

a
sm

il
e,

o
f

w
h
a
t

h
er

la
d
y
sh

ip
’s

in
d
ig

n
a
ti

o
n

w
o
u
ld

h
a
v
e

b
ee

n
.

“
W

h
a
t

w
o
u
ld

sh
e

h
a
v
e

sa
id

?
h
o
w

w
o
u
ld

sh
e

h
a
v
e

b
eh

a
v
ed

?”
w

er
e

q
u
es

ti
o
n
s

w
it

h
w

h
ic

h
sh

e
a
m

u
se

d
h
er

se
lf

.
T

h
ei

r
fi
rs

t
su

b
je

ct
w

a
s

th
e

d
im

in
u
ti

o
n

o
f

th
e

R
o
si

n
g
s

p
a
rt

y.
“
I

a
ss

u
re

y
o
u
,

I
fe

el
it

ex
ce

ed
in

g
ly

,”
sa

id
L

a
d
y

C
a
th

er
in

e;
“
I

b
el

ie
v
e

n
o

o
n
e

fe
el

s
th

e
lo

ss
o
f

fr
ie

n
d
s

so
m

u
ch

a
s

I
d
o
.

B
u
t

I
a
m

p
a
rt

ic
u
la

rl
y

a
tt

a
ch

ed
to

th
es

e
y
o
u
n
g

m
en

,
a
n
d

k
n
o
w

th
em

to
b
e

so
m

u
ch

a
tt

a
ch

ed
to

m
e!

T
h
ey

w
er

e
ex

ce
ss

iv
el

y
so

rr
y

to
g
o
!

B
u
t

so
th

ey
a
lw

a
y
s

a
re

.
T

h
e

d
ea

r
C

o
lo

n
el

ra
ll
ie

d
h
is

sp
ir

it
s

to
le

ra
b
ly

ti
ll

ju
st

a
t

la
st

;
b
u
t

D
a
rc

y
se

em
ed

to
fe

el
it

m
o
st

a
cu

te
ly

,
m

o
re

,
I

th
in

k
,

th
a
n

la
st

y
ea

r.
H

is
a
tt

a
ch

m
en

t
to

R
o
si

n
g
s

ce
rt

a
in

ly
in

cr
ea

se
s.

”
M

r.
C

o
ll
in

s
h
a
d

a
co

m
p
li
m

en
t,

a
n
d

a
n

a
ll
u
si

o
n

to
th

ro
w

in
h
er

e,
w

h
ic

h
w

er
e

k
in

d
ly

sm
il
ed

o
n

b
y

th
e

m
o
th

er
a
n
d

d
a
u
g
h
te

r.
L

a
d
y

C
a
th

er
in

e
o
b
se

rv
ed

,
a
ft

er
d
in

n
er

,
th

a
t

M
is

s
B

en
n
et

se
em

ed
o
u
t

o
f

sp
ir

it
s,

a
n
d

im
m

ed
ia

te
ly

a
cc

o
u
n
ti

n
g

fo
r

it
b
y

h
er

se
lf

,
b
y

su
p
p
o
si

n
g

th
a
t

sh
e

d
id

n
o
t

li
k
e

to
g
o

h
o
m

e
a
g
a
in

so
so

o
n
,

sh
e

a
d
d
ed

:
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“
B

u
t

if
th

a
t

is
th

e
ca

se,
y
o
u

m
u
st

w
rite

to
y
o
u
r

m
o
th

er
a
n
d

b
eg

th
a
t

y
o
u

m
a
y

sta
y

a
little

lo
n
g
er.

M
rs.

C
o
llin

s
w

ill
b
e

v
ery

g
la

d
o
f

y
o
u
r

co
m

p
a
n
y,

I
a
m

su
re.”

“
I

a
m

m
u
ch

o
b
lig

ed
to

y
o
u
r

la
d
y
sh

ip
fo

r
y
o
u
r

k
in

d
in

v
ita

tio
n
,”

rep
lied

E
liza

b
eth

,
“
b
u
t

it
is

n
o
t

in
m

y
p
o
w

er
to

a
ccep

t
it.

I
m

u
st

b
e

in
to

w
n

n
ex

t
S
a
tu

rd
a
y.”

“
W

h
y,

a
t

th
a
t

ra
te,

y
o
u

w
ill

h
a
v
e

b
een

h
ere

o
n
ly

six
w

eek
s.

I
ex

-
p
ected

y
o
u

to
sta

y
tw

o
m

o
n
th

s.
I

to
ld

M
rs.

C
o
llin

s
so

b
efo

re
y
o
u

ca
m

e.
T

h
ere

ca
n

b
e

n
o

o
cca

sio
n

fo
r

y
o
u
r

g
o
in

g
so

so
o
n
.

M
rs.

B
en

n
et

co
u
ld

certa
in

ly
sp

a
re

y
o
u

fo
r

a
n
o
th

er
fo

rtn
ig

h
t.”

“
B

u
t

m
y

fa
th

er
ca

n
n
o
t.

H
e

w
ro

te
la

st
w

eek
to

h
u
rry

m
y

retu
rn

.”
“
O

h
!

y
o
u
r

fa
th

er
o
f

co
u
rse

m
a
y

sp
a
re

y
o
u
,

if
y
o
u
r

m
o
th

er
ca

n
.

D
a
u
g
h
ters

a
re

n
ev

er
o
f

so
m

u
ch

co
n
seq

u
en

ce
to

a
fa

th
er.

A
n
d

if
y
o
u

w
ill

sta
y

a
n
o
th

er
m

o
n
th

co
m

p
lete,

it
w

ill
b
e

in
m

y
p
o
w

er
to

ta
k
e

o
n
e

o
f

y
o
u

a
s

fa
r

a
s

L
o
n
d
o
n
,

fo
r

I
a
m

g
o
in

g
th

ere
ea

rly
in

Ju
n
e,

fo
r

a
w

eek
;

a
n
d

a
s

D
a
w

so
n

d
o
es

n
o
t

o
b
ject

to
th

e
b
a
ro

u
ch

e-b
o
x
,

th
ere

w
ill

b
e

v
ery

g
o
o
d

ro
o
m

fo
r

o
n
e

o
f

y
o
u
—

a
n
d

in
d
eed

,
if

th
e

w
ea

th
er

sh
o
u
ld

h
a
p
p
en

to
b
e

co
o
l,

I
sh

o
u
ld

n
o
t

o
b
ject

to
ta

k
in

g
y
o
u

b
o
th

,
a
s

y
o
u

a
re

n
eith

er
o
f

y
o
u

la
rg

e.”
“
Y

o
u

a
re

a
ll

k
in

d
n
ess,

m
a
d
a
m

;
b
u
t

I
b
eliev

e
w

e
m

u
st

a
b
id

e
b
y

o
u
r

o
rig

in
a
l
p
la

n
.”

L
a
d
y

C
a
th

erin
e

seem
ed

resig
n
ed

.
“
M

rs.
C

o
llin

s,
y
o
u

m
u
st

sen
d

a
serv

a
n
t

w
ith

th
em

.
Y

o
u

k
n
o
w

I
a
lw

a
y
s

sp
ea

k
m

y
m

in
d
,

a
n
d

I
ca

n
n
o
t

b
ea

r
th

e
id

ea
o
f

tw
o

y
o
u
n
g

w
o
m

en
tra

v
ellin

g
p
o
st

b
y

th
em

selv
es.

It
is

h
ig

h
ly

im
p
ro

p
er.

Y
o
u

m
u
st

co
n
triv

e
to

sen
d

so
m

eb
o
d
y.

I
h
a
v
e

th
e

g
rea

test
d
islik

e
in

th
e

w
o
rld

to
th

a
t

so
rt

o
f

th
in

g
.

Y
o
u
n
g

w
o
m

en
sh

o
u
ld

a
lw

a
y
s

b
e

p
ro

p
erly

g
u
a
rd

ed
a
n
d

a
tten

d
ed

,
a
cco

rd
in

g
to

th
eir

situ
a
tio

n
in

life.
W

h
en

m
y

n
iece

G
eo

rg
ia

n
a

w
en

t
to

R
a
m

sg
a
te

la
st

su
m

m
er,

I
m

a
d
e

a
p
o
in

t
o
f

h
er

h
a
v
in

g
tw

o
m

en
-serv

a
n
ts

g
o

w
ith

h
er.

M
iss

D
a
rcy,

th
e

d
a
u
g
h
ter

o
f

M
r.

D
a
rcy,

o
f

P
em

b
erley,

a
n
d

L
a
d
y

A
n
n
e,

co
u
ld

n
o
t

h
a
v
e

a
p
p
ea

red
w

ith
p
ro

p
riety

in
a

d
ifferen

t
m

a
n
n
er.

I
a
m

ex
cessiv

ely
a
tten

tiv
e

to
a
ll

th
o
se

th
in

g
s.

Y
o
u

m
u
st

sen
d

Jo
h
n

w
ith

th
e

y
o
u
n
g

la
d
ies,

M
rs.

C
o
llin

s.
I

a
m

g
la

d
it

o
ccu

rred
to

m
e

to
m

en
tio

n
it;

fo
r

it
w

o
u
ld

rea
lly

b
e

d
iscred

ita
b
le

to
y
o
u

to
let

th
em

g
o

a
lo

n
e.”

“
M

y
u
n
cle

is
to

sen
d

a
serv

a
n
t

fo
r

u
s.”

“
O

h
!

Y
o
u
r

u
n
cle!

H
e

k
eep

s
a

m
a
n
-serv

a
n
t,

d
o
es

h
e?

I
a
m

v
ery

g
la

d
y
o
u

h
a
v
e

so
m

eb
o
d
y

w
h
o

th
in

k
s

o
f

th
ese

th
in

g
s.

W
h
ere

sh
a
ll

y
o
u

ch
a
n
g
e

h
o
rses?

O
h
!

B
ro

m
ley,

o
f

co
u
rse.

If
y
o
u

m
en

tio
n

m
y

n
a
m

e
a
t

th
e

B
ell,

y
o
u

w
ill

b
e

a
tten

d
ed

to
.”

1
5
4

P
R

I
D

E
A

N
D

P
R

E
J

U
D

I
C

E

L
a
d
y

C
a
th

erin
e

h
a
d

m
a
n
y

o
th

er
q
u
estio

n
s

to
a
sk

resp
ectin

g
th

eir
jo

u
rn

ey,
a
n
d

a
s

sh
e

d
id

n
o
t

a
n
sw

er
th

em
a
ll

h
erself,

a
tten

tio
n

w
a
s

n
ec-

essa
ry,

w
h
ich

E
liza

b
eth

b
eliev

ed
to

b
e

lu
ck

y
fo

r
h
er;

o
r,

w
ith

a
m

in
d

so
o
ccu

p
ied

,
sh

e
m

ig
h
t

h
a
v
e

fo
rg

o
tten

w
h
ere

sh
e

w
a
s.

R
efl

ectio
n

m
u
st

b
e

reserv
ed

fo
r

so
lita

ry
h
o
u
rs;

w
h
en

ev
er

sh
e

w
a
s

a
lo

n
e,

sh
e

g
a
v
e

w
a
y

to
it

a
s

th
e

g
rea

test
relief;

a
n
d

n
o
t

a
d
a
y

w
en

t
b
y

w
ith

o
u
t

a
so

lita
ry

w
a
lk

,
in

w
h
ich

sh
e

m
ig

h
t

in
d
u
lg

e
in

a
ll

th
e

d
elig

h
t

o
f

u
n
p
lea

sa
n
t

reco
llectio

n
s.

M
r.

D
a
rcy

’s
letter

sh
e

w
a
s

in
a

fa
ir

w
a
y

o
f

so
o
n

k
n
o
w

in
g

b
y

h
ea

rt.
S
h
e

stu
d
ied

ev
ery

sen
ten

ce;
a
n
d

h
er

feelin
g
s

to
w

a
rd

s
its

w
riter

w
ere

a
t

tim
es

w
id

ely
d
ifferen

t.
W

h
en

sh
e

rem
em

b
ered

th
e

sty
le

o
f

h
is

a
d
d
ress,

sh
e

w
a
s

still
fu

ll
o
f

in
d
ig

n
a
tio

n
;

b
u
t

w
h
en

sh
e

co
n
sid

ered
h
o
w

u
n
ju

stly
sh

e
h
a
d

co
n
d
em

n
ed

a
n
d

u
p
b
ra

id
ed

h
im

,
h
er

a
n
g
er

w
a
s

tu
rn

ed
a
g
a
in

st
h
erself;

a
n
d

h
is

d
isa

p
p
o
in

ted
feelin

g
s

b
eca

m
e

th
e

o
b
ject

o
f

co
m

p
a
ssio

n
.

H
is

a
tta

ch
m

en
t

ex
cited

g
ra

titu
d
e,

h
is

g
en

era
l

ch
a
ra

cter
resp

ect;
b
u
t

sh
e

co
u
ld

n
o
t

a
p
p
ro

v
e

h
im

;
n
o
r

co
u
ld

sh
e

fo
r

a
m

o
m

en
t

rep
en

t
h
er

refu
sa

l,
o
r

feel
th

e
slig

h
test

in
clin

a
tio

n
ev

er
to

see
h
im

a
g
a
in

.
In

h
er

o
w

n
p
a
st

b
eh

a
v
io

u
r,

th
ere

w
a
s

a
co

n
sta

n
t

so
u
rce

o
f

v
ex

a
tio

n
a
n
d

reg
ret;

a
n
d

in
th

e
u
n
h
a
p
p
y

d
efects

o
f

h
er

fa
m

ily,
a

su
b
ject

o
f

y
et

h
ea

v
ier

ch
a
g
rin

.
T

h
ey

w
ere

h
o
p
eless

o
f

rem
ed

y.
H

er
fa

th
er,

co
n
ten

ted
w

ith
la

u
g
h
in

g
a
t

th
em

,
w

o
u
ld

n
ev

er
ex

ert
h
im

self
to

restra
in

th
e

w
ild

g
id

d
in

ess
o
f

h
is

y
o
u
n
g
est

d
a
u
g
h
ters;

a
n
d

h
er

m
o
th

er,
w

ith
m

a
n
n
ers

so
fa

r
fro

m
rig

h
t

h
erself,

w
a
s

en
tirely

in
sen

sib
le

o
f

th
e

ev
il.

E
liza

b
eth

h
a
d

freq
u
en

tly
u
n
ited

w
ith

Ja
n
e

in
a
n

en
d
ea

v
o
u
r

to
ch

eck
th

e
im

p
ru

d
en

ce
o
f

C
a
th

erin
e

a
n
d

L
y
d
ia

;
b
u
t

w
h
ile

th
ey

w
ere

su
p
p
o
rted

b
y

th
eir

m
o
th

er’s
in

d
u
lg

en
ce,

w
h
a
t

ch
a
n
ce

co
u
ld

th
ere

b
e

o
f

im
p
ro

v
em

en
t?

C
a
th

erin
e,

w
ea

k
-sp

irited
,
irrita

b
le,

a
n
d

co
m

p
letely

u
n
d
er

L
y
d
ia

’s
g
u
id

a
n
ce,

h
a
d

b
een

a
lw

a
y
s

a
ffro

n
ted

b
y

th
eir

a
d
v
ice;

a
n
d

L
y
d
ia

,
self-w

illed
a
n
d

ca
reless,

w
o
u
ld

sca
rcely

g
iv

e
th

em
a

h
ea

rin
g
.

T
h
ey

w
ere

ig
n
o
ra

n
t,

id
le,

a
n
d

v
a
in

.
W

h
ile

th
ere

w
a
s

a
n

o
ffi

cer
in

M
ery

to
n
,
th

ey
w

o
u
ld

fl
irt

w
ith

h
im

;
a
n
d

w
h
ile

M
ery

to
n

w
a
s

w
ith

in
a

w
a
lk

o
f

L
o
n
g
b
o
u
rn

,
th

ey
w

o
u
ld

b
e

g
o
in

g
th

ere
fo

rev
er.

A
n
x
iety

o
n

Ja
n
e’s

b
eh

a
lf

w
a
s

a
n
o
th

er
p
rev

a
ilin

g
co

n
cern

;
a
n
d

M
r.

D
a
rcy

’s
ex

p
la

n
a
tio

n
,
b
y

resto
rin

g
B

in
g
ley

to
a
llh

er
fo

rm
er

g
o
o
d

o
p
in

io
n
,

h
eig

h
ten

ed
th

e
sen

se
o
f

w
h
a
t

Ja
n
e

h
a
d

lo
st.

H
is

a
ffectio

n
w

a
s

p
ro

v
ed

to
h
a
v
e

b
een

sin
cere,

a
n
d

h
is

co
n
d
u
ct

clea
red

o
f

a
ll

b
la

m
e,

u
n
less

a
n
y

co
u
ld

a
tta

ch
to

th
e

im
p
licitn

ess
o
f

h
is

co
n
fi
d
en

ce
in

h
is

frien
d
.

H
o
w

g
riev

o
u
s

th
en

w
a
s

th
e

th
o
u
g
h
t

th
a
t,

o
f

a
situ

a
tio

n
so

d
esira

b
le

in
ev

ery
resp

ect,
so

rep
lete

w
ith

a
d
v
a
n
ta

g
e,so

p
ro

m
isin

g
fo

r
h
a
p
p
in

ess,
Ja

n
e

h
a
d

b
een

d
ep

riv
ed

,
b
y

th
e

fo
lly

a
n
d

in
d
eco

ru
m

o
f

h
er

o
w

n
fa

m
ily

!
W

h
en

to
th

ese
reco

llectio
n
s

w
a
s

a
d
d
ed

th
e

d
ev

elo
p
m

en
t

o
f

W
ick

-

1
5
5



J
A

N
E

A
U

S
T

E
N

h
e

is
g
o
n
e.

I
n
ev

er
sa

w
su

ch
a

lo
n
g

ch
in

in
m

y
li
fe

.
W

el
l,

b
u
t

n
o
w

fo
r

m
y

n
ew

s;
it

is
a
b
o
u
t

d
ea

r
W

ic
k
h
a
m

;
to

o
g
o
o
d

fo
r

th
e

w
a
it

er
,

is
it

n
o
t?

T
h
er

e
is

n
o

d
a
n
g
er

o
f

W
ic

k
h
a
m

’s
m

a
rr

y
in

g
M

a
ry

K
in

g
.

T
h
er

e’
s

fo
r

y
o
u
!

S
h
e

is
g
o
n
e

d
o
w

n
to

h
er

u
n
cl

e
a
t

L
iv

er
p
o
o
l:

g
o
n
e

to
st

a
y.

W
ic

k
h
a
m

is
sa

fe
.” “
A

n
d

M
a
ry

K
in

g
is

sa
fe

!”
a
d
d
ed

E
li
za

b
et

h
;
“
sa

fe
fr

o
m

a
co

n
n
ec

ti
o
n

im
p
ru

d
en

t
a
s

to
fo

rt
u
n
e.

”
“
S
h
e

is
a

g
re

a
t

fo
o
l
fo

r
g
o
in

g
a
w

a
y,

if
sh

e
li
k
ed

h
im

.”
“
B

u
t

I
h
o
p
e

th
er

e
is

n
o

st
ro

n
g

a
tt

a
ch

m
en

t
o
n

ei
th

er
si

d
e,

”
sa

id
Ja

n
e.

“
I

a
m

su
re

th
er

e
is

n
o
t

o
n

h
is

.
I

w
il
l

a
n
sw

er
fo

r
it

,
h
e

n
ev

er
ca

re
d

th
re

e
st

ra
w

s
a
b
o
u
t

h
er

—
w

h
o

co
u
ld

a
b
o
u
t

su
ch

a
n
a
st

y
li
tt

le
fr

ec
k
le

d
th

in
g
?”

E
li
za

b
et

h
w

a
s

sh
o
ck

ed
to

th
in

k
th

a
t,

h
o
w

ev
er

in
ca

p
a
b
le

o
f

su
ch

co
a
rs

en
es

s
o
f

ex
p
re

ss
io

n
h
er

se
lf

,
th

e
co

a
rs

en
es

s
o
f

th
e

se
n
ti

m
en

t
w

a
s

li
tt

le
o
th

er
th

a
n

h
er

o
w

n
b
re

a
st

h
a
d

h
a
rb

o
u
re

d
a
n
d

fa
n
ci

ed
li
b
er

a
l!

A
s

so
o
n

a
s

a
ll

h
a
d

a
te

,
a
n
d

th
e

el
d
er

o
n
es

p
a
id

,
th

e
ca

rr
ia

g
e

w
a
s

o
rd

er
ed

;
a
n
d

a
ft

er
so

m
e

co
n
tr

iv
a
n
ce

,
th

e
w

h
o
le

p
a
rt

y,
w

it
h

a
ll

th
ei

r
b
o
x
es

,
w

o
rk

-b
a
g
s,

a
n
d

p
a
rc

el
s,

a
n
d

th
e

u
n
w

el
co

m
e

a
d
d
it

io
n

o
f

K
it

ty
’s

a
n
d

L
y
d
ia

’s
p
u
rc

h
a
se

s,
w

er
e

se
a
te

d
in

it
.

“
H

o
w

n
ic

el
y

w
e

a
re

a
ll

cr
a
m

m
ed

in
,”

cr
ie

d
L
y
d
ia

.
“
I

a
m

g
la

d
I

b
o
u
g
h
t

m
y

b
o
n
n
et

,
if

it
is

o
n
ly

fo
r

th
e

fu
n

o
f

h
a
v
in

g
a
n
o
th

er
b
a
n
d
b
o
x
!

W
el

l,
n
o
w

le
t

u
s

b
e

q
u
it

e
co

m
fo

rt
a
b
le

a
n
d

sn
u
g
,

a
n
d
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d
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h

a
ll

th
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p
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s
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t
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p
p
en

ed
to

y
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u
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u

w
en
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w
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y.
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a
v
e
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u
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y

p
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n
t
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?
H
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e
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o
u
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d
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y
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n
g
?

I
w
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s
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re
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t
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o
p
es
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t
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n
e

o
f

y
o
u
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o
u
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a
v
e
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o
t
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h
u
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n
d

b
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u
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b
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.
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n
e

w
il
l

b
e
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u
it

e
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n

o
ld
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id

so
o
n
,

I
d
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.
S
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e

is
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th
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e-
a
n
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!

L
o
rd

,
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o
w
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m
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I

sh
o
u
ld

b
e

o
f

n
o
t
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ei

n
g
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rr
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b
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n
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w
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M
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u
n
t
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h
il
li
p
s
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a
n
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y
o
u

so
to
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et

h
u
sb

a
n
d
s,
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o
u
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n
’t

th
in

k
.

S
h
e

sa
y
s

L
iz

zy
h
a
d

b
et

te
r

h
a
v
e

ta
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en

M
r.

C
o
ll
in
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b
u
t

I
d
o

n
o
t

th
in

k
th

er
e
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o
u
ld

h
a
v
e

b
ee

n
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n
y
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n

in
it

.
L

o
rd

!
h
o
w

I
sh

o
u
ld
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e

to
b
e
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rr

ie
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b
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en

I
w

o
u
ld
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a
p
er
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n
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o
u
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u
t
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ll

th
e

b
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ll
s.

D
ea

r
m

e!
w

e
h
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d

su
ch
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g
o
o
d

p
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o
f

fu
n

th
e

o
th

er
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y
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n
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s.
K

it
ty
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d
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e
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er

e
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en
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th
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th
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d
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a
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e
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d
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n
ce

in
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en
in
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y
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e

b
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.
F
o
rs

te
r
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d
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e
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su
ch
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n
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s!
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n
d
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e
a
sk

ed
th
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o
H
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b
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t
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co
m

e
b
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;
a
n
d

th
en
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w

h
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t
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o
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o
u

th
in
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w

e
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?
W

e
d
re

ss
ed

u
p

C
h
a
m

b
er
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y
n
e

in
w

o
m
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n
’s
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o
th
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n

p
u
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o
se

to
p
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ss
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r
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n
ly

th
in
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w

h
a
t

fu
n
!

N
o
t
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so

u
l
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n
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f
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,
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R

I
D

E
A

N
D

P
R

E
J

U
D

I
C

E
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a
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r
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w
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in
tr

o
d
u
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o
u
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er
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p
er
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r
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et
y,
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n
d
,
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m

o
u
r
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n
n
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o
n

w
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R
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n
g
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e
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en
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m
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n
s
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f
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g
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u
m

b
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in
k
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e
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y
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u
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r
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u
n
sf
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v
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it
ca

n
n
o
t

h
a
v
e

b
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n
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e.

O
u
r
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ti
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w
it

h
re

g
a
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L

a
d
y

C
a
th

er
in

e’
s

fa
m

il
y
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d
ee

d
th

e
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rt
o
f

ex
tr

a
o
rd

in
a
ry

a
d
v
a
n
ta

g
e

a
n
d

b
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in

g
w

h
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h
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n
b
o
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st

.
Y

o
u

se
e

o
n
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h
a
t
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o
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n
g

w
e
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.
Y

o
u

se
e

h
o
w
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n
ti

n
u
a
ll
y

w
e

a
re

en
g
a
g
ed

th
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e.
In

tr
u
th

I
m

u
st

a
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n
o
w
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g
e

th
a
t,

w
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h
a
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th
e

d
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a
d
v
a
n
ta

g
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o
f

th
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h
u
m

b
le

p
a
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o
n
a
g
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I
sh

o
u
ld

n
o
t

th
in

k
a
n
y
o
n
e

a
b
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g
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n

o
b
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o
f
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m

p
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n
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w
h
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e
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a
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rs
o
f
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r
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n
g
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”
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o
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s
w
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e
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e
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h
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n
d
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e
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a
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o
b
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w

a
lk
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b
o
u
t
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o
m

,
w
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e

E
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b
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ie
d
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u
n
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y
a
n
d
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u
th

in
a
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w
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“
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y
fa
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o
u
ra

b
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.

I
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b
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b
le

to
d
o

so
.

L
a
d
y

C
a
th

er
in

e’
s

g
re

a
t

a
tt

en
ti

o
n
s

to
M

rs
.

C
o
ll
in

s
y
o
u

h
a
v
e

b
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n
d
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o
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h
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u
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n
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p
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o
u
r
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n
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b
u
t

o
n

th
is

p
o
in

t
it
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b
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b
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b
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w
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b
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b
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b
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b
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p
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th
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in
ce

ri
ty

co
u
ld
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b
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re
jo

ic
ed
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c
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S
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w
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t
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w

ev
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e

th
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b
y
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e

la
d
y
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m
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P
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w
a
s

m
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h
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p
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h
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v
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w
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p
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.
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p
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,
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a
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p
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r
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d
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e
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b
e

re
a
d
y.
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n
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te
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in
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b
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w
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E
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b
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b
y
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th
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w
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e
g
a
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en
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s
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b
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h
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th
a
n
k
s

fo
r
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e
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d

re
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h
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.
G
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u
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J
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N
E

A
U

S
T

E
N

h
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,

M
a
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w
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,
a
n
d

th
e

d
o
o
r

w
a
s

o
n

th
e

p
o
in

t
o
f

b
ein

g
clo

sed
,

w
h
en

h
e

su
d
d
en

ly
rem

in
d
ed

th
em

,
w

ith
so

m
e

co
n
stern

a
tio

n
,

th
a
t

th
ey

h
a
d

h
ith

erto
fo

rg
o
tten

to
lea

v
e

a
n
y

m
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g
e

fo
r

th
e

la
d
ies

a
t

R
o
sin

g
s.

“
B

u
t,”

h
e

a
d
d
ed

,
“
y
o
u

w
ill

o
f

co
u
rse

w
ish

to
h
a
v
e

y
o
u
r

h
u
m

b
le
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ects

d
eliv

ered
to

th
em

,
w

ith
y
o
u
r

g
ra

tefu
l
th

a
n
k
s

fo
r

th
eir

k
in

d
n
ess

to
y
o
u

w
h
ile

y
o
u

h
a
v
e

b
een

h
ere.”

E
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b
eth

m
a
d
e

n
o

o
b
jectio

n
;

th
e

d
o
o
r

w
a
s

th
en

a
llo

w
ed

to
b
e

sh
u
t,

a
n
d

th
e

ca
rria

g
e

d
ro

v
e

o
ff.

“
G

o
o
d

g
ra

cio
u
s!”

cried
M

a
ria

,
a
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a
few

m
in

u
tes’

silen
ce,

“
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seem
s

b
u
t

a
d
a
y

o
r
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o

sin
ce

w
e

fi
rst
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m
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a
n
d

y
et

h
o
w
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a
n
y
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g
s

h
a
v
e

h
a
p
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en
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!”

“
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g
rea

t
m

a
n
y
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d
eed
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sa

id
h
er

co
m

p
a
n
io

n
w

ith
a
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h
.

“
W

e
h
a
v
e

d
in

ed
n
in

e
tim

es
a
t

R
o
sin

g
s,

b
esid
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d
rin

k
in

g
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th
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tw
ice!

H
o
w

m
u
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I
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a
ll

h
a
v
e

to
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E
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b
eth

a
d
d
ed

p
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a
tely,

“
A

n
d

h
o
w

m
u
ch

I
sh

a
ll

h
a
v
e
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co

n
cea

l!”
T

h
eir
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u
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ey
w

a
s

p
erfo
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ed

w
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o
u
t

m
u
ch
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n
v
ersa
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n
,
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r

a
n
y

a
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;

a
n
d

w
ith
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fo

u
r

h
o
u
rs

o
f

th
eir

lea
v
in

g
H

u
n
sfo

rd
th
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rea
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r.

G
a
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in
er’s
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o
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se,

w
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in
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a
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s.
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n
e
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o
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ed

w
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d

E
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b
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h
a
d

little
o
p
p
o
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n
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o
f
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d
y
in
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h
er
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s
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e
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u
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t
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a
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.
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t
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o
n
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u
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th
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o
u
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b
e
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o
u
g
h
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r

o
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a
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.
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w

a
s

n
o
t

w
ith

o
u
t

a
n
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rt,

m
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n
w
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th
a
t

sh
e
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u
ld

w
a
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ev
en
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r

L
o
n
g
b
o
u
rn

,
b
efo
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e
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h
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o
f
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r.
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’s
p
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o
sa

ls.
T

o
k
n
o
w

th
a
t
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e

h
a
d

th
e

p
o
w

er
o
f
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ea

lin
g

w
h
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t
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o
u
ld

so
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ceed
in
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n
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n
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n
d
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u
st,
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t

th
e
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m

e
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e,
so
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h
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g
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w

h
a
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o
f
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er

o
w

n
v
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e

h
a
d

n
o
t
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b
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a
b
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so
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w
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a
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su
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a
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p
ta
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n

to
o
p
en

n
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n
o
th
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u
ld

h
a
v
e
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n
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u
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b
u
t

th
e
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o
f
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ecisio

n
in

w
h
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sh
e
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a
in
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s

to
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e
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t
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f

w
h
a
t

sh
e

sh
o
u
ld

co
m

m
u
n
ica

te;
a
n
d

h
er

fea
r,

if
sh

e
o
n
ce

en
tered

o
n

th
e

su
b
ject,

o
f

b
ein

g
h
u
rried

in
to

rep
ea

tin
g

so
m

eth
in

g
o
f

B
in

g
ley

w
h
ich

m
ig

h
t

o
n
ly

g
riev

e
h
er

sister
fu

rth
er.

C
h
a
p
ter
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IT
W

A
S

T
H

E
S

E
C

O
N

D
W

E
E

K
in

M
a
y,

in
w

h
ich

th
e

th
ree

y
o
u
n
g

la
d
ies

set
o
u
t

to
g
eth

er
fro

m
G

ra
cech

u
rch

S
treet

fo
r

th
e

to
w

n
o
f

—
—

,
in

H
ert-

1
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P
R

I
D

E
A

N
D

P
R

E
J

U
D

I
C

E

fo
rd

sh
ire;

a
n
d
,
a
s

th
ey

d
rew

n
ea

r
th

e
a
p
p
o
in

ted
in

n
w

h
ere

M
r.

B
en

n
et’s

ca
rria

g
e

w
a
s

to
m

eet
th

em
,
th

ey
q
u
ick

ly
p
erceiv

ed
,
in

to
k
en

o
f
th

e
co

a
ch

-
m

a
n
’s

p
u
n
ctu

a
lity,

b
o
th

K
itty

a
n
d

L
y
d
ia

lo
o
k
in

g
o
u
t

o
f

a
d
in

in
g
-ro

o
m

u
p
sta

irs.
T

h
ese

tw
o

g
irls

h
a
d

b
een

a
b
o
v
e

a
n

h
o
u
r

in
th

e
p
la

ce,
h
a
p
-

p
ily

em
p
lo

y
ed

in
v
isitin

g
a
n

o
p
p
o
site

m
illin

er,
w

a
tch

in
g

th
e

sen
tin

el
o
n

g
u
a
rd

,
a
n
d

d
ressin

g
a

sa
la

d
a
n
d

cu
cu

m
b
er.

A
fter

w
elco

m
in

g
th

eir
sisters,

th
ey

triu
m

p
h
a
n
tly

d
isp

la
y
ed

a
ta

b
le

set
o
u
t

w
ith

su
ch

co
ld

m
ea

t
a
s

a
n

in
n

la
rd

er
u
su

a
lly

a
ffo

rd
s,

ex
cla

im
in

g
,
“
Is

n
o
t

th
is

n
ice?

Is
n
o
t

th
is

a
n

a
g
reea

b
le

su
rp

rise?”
“
A

n
d

w
e

m
ea

n
to

trea
t

y
o
u

a
ll,”

a
d
d
ed

L
y
d
ia

,
“
b
u
t

y
o
u

m
u
st

len
d

u
s

th
e

m
o
n
ey,

fo
r

w
e

h
a
v
e

ju
st

sp
en

t
o
u
rs

a
t

th
e

sh
o
p

o
u
t

th
ere.”

T
h
en

,
sh

o
w

in
g

h
er

p
u
rch

a
ses—

“
L

o
o
k

h
ere,

I
h
a
v
e

b
o
u
g
h
t

th
is

b
o
n
n
et.

I
d
o

n
o
t

th
in

k
it

is
v
ery

p
retty

;
b
u
t

I
th

o
u
g
h
t

I
m

ig
h
t

a
s

w
ell

b
u
y

it
a
s

n
o
t.

I
sh

a
ll

p
u
ll

it
to

p
ieces

a
s

so
o
n

a
s

I
g
et

h
o
m

e,
a
n
d

see
if

I
ca

n
m

a
k
e

it
u
p

a
n
y

b
etter.”

A
n
d

w
h
en

h
er

sisters
a
b
u
sed

it
a
s

u
g
ly,

sh
e

a
d
d
ed

,
w

ith
p
erfect

u
n
-

co
n
cern

,
“
O

h
!

b
u
t

th
ere

w
ere

tw
o

o
r

th
ree

m
u
ch

u
g
lier

in
th

e
sh

o
p
;
a
n
d

w
h
en

I
h
a
v
e

b
o
u
g
h
t

so
m

e
p
rettier-co

lo
u
red

sa
tin

to
trim

it
w

ith
fresh

,
I

th
in

k
it

w
ill

b
e

v
ery

to
lera

b
le.

B
esid

es,
it

w
ill

n
o
t

m
u
ch

sig
n
ify

w
h
a
t

o
n
e

w
ea

rs
th

is
su

m
m

er,
a
fter

th
e

—
—

sh
ire

h
a
v
e

left
M

ery
to

n
,

a
n
d

th
ey

a
re

g
o
in

g
in

a
fo

rtn
ig

h
t.”

“
A

re
th

ey
in

d
eed

!”
cried

E
liza

b
eth

,
w

ith
th

e
g
rea

test
sa

tisfa
ctio

n
.

“
T

h
ey

a
re

g
o
in

g
to

b
e

en
ca

m
p
ed

n
ea

r
B

rig
h
to

n
;

a
n
d

I
d
o

so
w

a
n
t

p
a
p
a

to
ta

k
e

u
s

a
ll

th
ere

fo
r

th
e

su
m

m
er!

It
w

o
u
ld

b
e

su
ch

a
d
elicio

u
s

sch
em

e;
a
n
d

I
d
a
re

sa
y

w
o
u
ld

h
a
rd

ly
co

st
a
n
y
th

in
g

a
t

a
ll.

M
a
m

m
a

w
o
u
ld

lik
e

to
g
o

to
o

o
f

a
ll

th
in

g
s!

O
n
ly

th
in

k
w

h
a
t

a
m

isera
b
le

su
m

m
er

else
w

e
sh

a
ll

h
a
v
e!”

“
Y

es,”
th

o
u
g
h
t
E

liza
b
eth

,
“
th

a
t
w

o
u
ld

b
e

a
d
elig

h
tfu

lsch
em

e
in

d
eed

,
a
n
d

co
m

p
letely

d
o

fo
r

u
s

a
t

o
n
ce.

G
o
o
d

H
ea

v
en

!
B

rig
h
to

n
,
a
n
d

a
w

h
o
le

ca
m

p
fu

l
o
f

so
ld

iers,
to

u
s,

w
h
o

h
a
v
e

b
een

o
v
erset

a
lrea

d
y

b
y

o
n
e

p
o
o
r

reg
im

en
t

o
f

m
ilitia

,
a
n
d

th
e

m
o
n
th

ly
b
a
lls

o
f

M
ery

to
n
!”

“
N

o
w

I
h
a
v
e

g
o
t

so
m

e
n
ew

s
fo

r
y
o
u
,”

sa
id

L
y
d
ia

,
a
s

th
ey

sa
t

d
o
w

n
a
t

ta
b
le.

“
W

h
a
t

d
o

y
o
u

th
in

k
?

It
is

ex
cellen

t
n
ew

s—
ca

p
ita

l
n
ew

s—
a
n
d

a
b
o
u
t

a
certa

in
p
erso

n
w

e
a
ll

lik
e!”

Ja
n
e

a
n
d

E
liza

b
eth

lo
o
k
ed

a
t

ea
ch

o
th

er,
a
n
d

th
e

w
a
iter

w
a
s

to
ld

h
e

n
eed

n
o
t

sta
y.

L
y
d
ia

la
u
g
h
ed

,
a
n
d

sa
id

:
“
A

y
e,

th
a
t

is
ju

st
lik

e
y
o
u
r

fo
rm

a
lity

a
n
d

d
iscretio

n
.

Y
o
u

th
o
u
g
h
t

th
e

w
a
iter

m
u
st

n
o
t

h
ea

r,
a
s

if
h
e

ca
red

!
I

d
a
re

sa
y

h
e

o
ften

h
ea

rs
w

o
rse

th
in

g
s

sa
id

th
a
n

I
a
m

g
o
in

g
to

sa
y.

B
u
t

h
e

is
a
n

u
g
ly

fello
w

!
I

a
m

g
la

d
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J
A

N
E

A
U

S
T

E
N

y
o
u

u
se

d
to

d
o
.”

“
A

n
d

y
et

I
m

ea
n
t

to
b
e

u
n
co

m
m

o
n
ly

cl
ev

er
in

ta
k
in

g
so

d
ec

id
ed

a
d
is

li
k
e

to
h
im

,
w

it
h
o
u
t

a
n
y

re
a
so

n
.

It
is

su
ch

a
sp

u
r

to
o
n
e’

s
g
en

iu
s,

su
ch

a
n

o
p
en

in
g

fo
r

w
it

,
to

h
a
v
e

a
d
is

li
k
e

o
f

th
a
t

k
in

d
.

O
n
e

m
a
y

b
e

co
n
ti

n
u
a
ll
y

a
b
u
si

v
e

w
it

h
o
u
t
sa

y
in

g
a
n
y
th

in
g

ju
st

;
b
u
t

o
n
e

ca
n
n
o
t
a
lw

a
y
s

b
e

la
u
g
h
in

g
a
t

a
m

a
n

w
it

h
o
u
t

n
o
w

a
n
d

th
en

st
u
m

b
li
n
g

o
n

so
m

et
h
in

g
w

it
ty

.”
“
L

iz
zy

,
w

h
en

y
o
u

fi
rs

t
re

a
d

th
a
t

le
tt

er
,
I

a
m

su
re

y
o
u

co
u
ld

n
o
t

tr
ea

t
th

e
m

a
tt

er
a
s

y
o
u

d
o

n
o
w

.”
“
In

d
ee

d
,

I
co

u
ld

n
o
t.

I
w

a
s

u
n
co

m
fo

rt
a
b
le

en
o
u
g
h
,

I
m

a
y

sa
y

u
n
-

h
a
p
p
y.

A
n
d

w
it

h
n
o

o
n
e

to
sp

ea
k

to
a
b
o
u
t

w
h
a
t

I
fe

lt
,

n
o

Ja
n
e

to
co

m
fo

rt
m

e
a
n
d

sa
y

th
a
t

I
h
a
d

n
o
t

b
ee

n
so

v
er

y
w

ea
k

a
n
d

v
a
in

a
n
d

n
o
n
se

n
si

ca
l

a
s

I
k
n
ew

I
h
a
d
!

O
h
!

h
o
w

I
w

a
n
te

d
y
o
u
!”

“
H

o
w

u
n
fo

rt
u
n
a
te

th
a
t

y
o
u

sh
o
u
ld

h
a
v
e

u
se

d
su

ch
v
er

y
st

ro
n
g

ex
-

p
re

ss
io

n
s

in
sp

ea
k
in

g
o
f

W
ic

k
h
a
m

to
M

r.
D

a
rc

y,
fo

r
n
o
w

th
ey

d
o

a
p
p
ea

r
w

h
o
ll
y

u
n
d
es

er
v
ed

.”
“
C

er
ta

in
ly

.
B

u
t

th
e

m
is

fo
rt

u
n
e

o
f

sp
ea

k
in

g
w

it
h

b
it

te
rn

es
s

is
a

m
o
st

n
a
tu

ra
l

co
n
se

q
u
en

ce
o
f

th
e

p
re

ju
d
ic

es
I

h
a
d

b
ee

n
en

co
u
ra

g
in

g
.

T
h
er

e
is

o
n
e

p
o
in

t
o
n

w
h
ic

h
I

w
a
n
t

y
o
u
r

a
d
v
ic

e.
I

w
a
n
t

to
b
e

to
ld

w
h
et

h
er

I
o
u
g
h
t,

o
r

o
u
g
h
t

n
o
t,

to
m

a
k
e

o
u
r

a
cq

u
a
in

ta
n
ce

s
in

g
en

er
a
l

u
n
d
er

st
a
n
d

W
ic

k
h
a
m

’s
ch

a
ra

ct
er

.”
M

is
s

B
en

n
et

p
a
u
se

d
a

li
tt

le
,

a
n
d

th
en

re
p
li
ed

,
“
S
u
re

ly
th

er
e

ca
n

b
e

n
o

o
cc

a
si

o
n

fo
r

ex
p
o
si

n
g

h
im

so
d
re

a
d
fu

ll
y.

W
h
a
t

is
y
o
u
r

o
p
in

io
n
?”

“
T

h
a
t

it
o
u
g
h
t

n
o
t

to
b
e

a
tt

em
p
te

d
.

M
r.

D
a
rc

y
h
a
s

n
o
t

a
u
th

o
ri

se
d

m
e

to
m

a
k
e

h
is

co
m

m
u
n
ic

a
ti

o
n

p
u
b
li
c.

O
n

th
e

co
n
tr

a
ry

,
ev

er
y

p
a
rt

ic
u
la

r
re

la
ti

v
e

to
h
is

si
st

er
w

a
s

m
ea

n
t

to
b
e

k
ep

t
a
s

m
u
ch

a
s

p
o
ss

ib
le

to
m

y
se

lf
;

a
n
d

if
I

en
d
ea

v
o
u
r

to
u
n
d
ec

ei
v
e

p
eo

p
le

a
s

to
th

e
re

st
o
f

h
is

co
n
d
u
ct

,
w

h
o

w
il
l

b
el

ie
v
e

m
e?

T
h
e

g
en

er
a
l

p
re

ju
d
ic

e
a
g
a
in

st
M

r.
D

a
rc

y
is

so
v
io

le
n
t,

th
a
t
it

w
o
u
ld

b
e

th
e

d
ea

th
o
f

h
a
lf

th
e

g
o
o
d

p
eo

p
le

in
M

er
y
to

n
to

a
tt

em
p
t

to
p
la

ce
h
im

in
a
n

a
m

ia
b
le

li
g
h
t.

I
a
m

n
o
t

eq
u
a
l

to
it

.
W

ic
k
h
a
m

w
il
l

so
o
n

b
e

g
o
n
e;

a
n
d

th
er

ef
o
re

it
w

il
l

n
o
t

si
g
n
if

y
to

a
n
y
o
n
e

h
er

e
w

h
a
t

h
e

re
a
ll
y

is
.

S
o
m

e
ti

m
e

h
en

ce
it

w
il
l

b
e

a
ll

fo
u
n
d

o
u
t,

a
n
d

th
en

w
e

m
a
y

la
u
g
h

a
t

th
ei

r
st

u
p
id

it
y

in
n
o
t

k
n
o
w

in
g

it
b
ef

o
re

.
A

t
p
re

se
n
t

I
w

il
l

sa
y

n
o
th

in
g

a
b
o
u
t

it
.”

“
Y

o
u

a
re

q
u
it

e
ri

g
h
t.

T
o

h
a
v
e

h
is

er
ro

rs
m

a
d
e

p
u
b
li
c

m
ig

h
t

ru
in

h
im

fo
r

ev
er

.
H

e
is

n
o
w

,
p
er

h
a
p
s,

so
rr

y
fo

r
w

h
a
t

h
e

h
a
s

d
o
n
e,

a
n
d

a
n
x
io

u
s

to
re

-e
st

a
b
li
sh

a
ch

a
ra

ct
er

.
W

e
m

u
st

n
o
t

m
a
k
e

h
im

d
es

p
er

a
te

.”
T

h
e

tu
m

u
lt

o
f
E

li
za

b
et

h
’s

m
in

d
w

a
s

a
ll
a
y
ed

b
y

th
is

co
n
v
er

sa
ti

o
n
.

S
h
e

h
a
d

g
o
t

ri
d

o
f

tw
o

o
f

th
e

se
cr

et
s

w
h
ic

h
h
a
d

w
ei

g
h
ed

o
n

h
er

fo
r

a
fo

rt
-
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P
R

I
D

E
A

N
D

P
R

E
J

U
D

I
C

E

b
u
t

C
o
lo

n
el

a
n
d

M
rs

.
F
o
rs

te
r,

a
n
d

K
it

ty
a
n
d

m
e,

ex
ce

p
t

m
y

a
u
n
t,

fo
r

w
e

w
er

e
fo

rc
ed

to
b
o
rr

o
w

o
n
e

o
f

h
er

g
o
w

n
s;

a
n
d

y
o
u

ca
n
n
o
t

im
a
g
in

e
h
o
w

w
el

l
h
e

lo
o
k
ed

!
W

h
en

D
en

n
y,

a
n
d

W
ic

k
h
a
m

,
a
n
d

P
ra

tt
,

a
n
d

tw
o

o
r

th
re

e
m

o
re

o
f

th
e

m
en

ca
m

e
in

,
th

ey
d
id

n
o
t

k
n
o
w

h
im

in
th

e
le

a
st

.
L

o
rd

!
h
o
w

I
la

u
g
h
ed

!
a
n
d

so
d
id

M
rs

.
F
o
rs

te
r.

I
th

o
u
g
h
t

I
sh

o
u
ld

h
a
v
e

d
ie

d
.

A
n
d

th
a
t

m
a
d
e

th
e

m
en

su
sp

ec
t

so
m

et
h
in

g
,

a
n
d

th
en

th
ey

so
o
n

fo
u
n
d

o
u
t

w
h
a
t

w
a
s

th
e

m
a
tt

er
.”

W
it

h
su

ch
k
in

d
s

o
f

h
is

to
ri

es
o
f

th
ei

r
p
a
rt

ie
s

a
n
d

g
o
o
d

jo
k
es

,
d
id

L
y
d
ia

,
a
ss

is
te

d
b
y

K
it

ty
’s

h
in

ts
a
n
d

a
d
d
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w

h
a
t

h
e

h
a
s

d
o
n
e.

”
B

u
t

a
s

E
li
za

b
et

h
co

u
ld

n
o
t

re
ce

iv
e

co
m

fo
rt

fr
o
m

a
n
y

su
ch

ex
p
ec

ta
-

ti
o
n
,
sh

e
m

a
d
e

n
o

a
n
sw

er
.

“
W

el
l,

L
iz

zy
,”

co
n
ti

n
u
ed

h
er

m
o
th

er
,

so
o
n

a
ft

er
w

a
rd

s,
“
a
n
d

so
th

e
C

o
ll
in

se
s

li
v
e

v
er

y
co

m
fo

rt
a
b
le

,
d
o

th
ey

?
W

el
l,

w
el

l,
I

o
n
ly

h
o
p
e

it
w

il
l
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J
A

N
E

A
U

S
T

E
N

la
st.

A
n
d

w
h
a
t

so
rt

o
f

ta
b
le

d
o

th
ey

k
eep

?
C

h
a
rlo

tte
is

a
n

ex
cellen

t
m

a
n
a
g
er,

I
d
a
re

sa
y.

If
sh

e
is

h
a
lf

a
s

sh
a
rp

a
s

h
er

m
o
th

er,
sh

e
is

sa
v
in

g
en

o
u
g
h
.

T
h
ere

is
n
o
th

in
g

ex
tra

v
a
g
a
n
t
in

th
eir

h
o
u
sek

eep
in

g
,
I
d
a
re

sa
y.”

“
N

o
,
n
o
th

in
g

a
t

a
ll.”

“
A

g
rea

t
d
ea

l
o
f

g
o
o
d

m
a
n
a
g
em

en
t,

d
ep

en
d

u
p
o
n

it.
Y

es,
y
es.

th
ey

w
ill

ta
k
e

ca
re

n
o
t

to
o
u
tru

n
th

eir
in

co
m

e.
T

h
ey

w
ill

n
ev

er
b
e

d
istressed

fo
r

m
o
n
ey.

W
ell,

m
u
ch

g
o
o
d

m
a
y

it
d
o

th
em

!
A

n
d

so
,

I
su

p
p
o
se,

th
ey

o
ften

ta
lk

o
f

h
a
v
in

g
L

o
n
g
b
o
u
rn

w
h
en

y
o
u
r

fa
th

er
is

d
ea

d
.

T
h
ey

lo
o
k

u
p
o
n

it
a
s

q
u
ite

th
eir

o
w

n
,
I

d
a
re

sa
y,

w
h
en

ev
er

th
a
t

h
a
p
p
en

s.”
“
It

w
a
s

a
su

b
ject

w
h
ich

th
ey

co
u
ld

n
o
t

m
en

tio
n

b
efo

re
m

e.”
“
N

o
;

it
w

o
u
ld

h
a
v
e

b
een

stra
n
g
e

if
th

ey
h
a
d
;

b
u
t

I
m

a
k
e

n
o

d
o
u
b
t

th
ey

o
ften

ta
lk

o
f

it
b
etw

een
th

em
selv

es.
W

ell,
if

th
ey

ca
n

b
e

ea
sy

w
ith

a
n

esta
te

th
a
t

is
n
o
t

la
w

fu
lly

th
eir

o
w

n
,

so
m

u
ch

th
e

b
etter.

I
sh

o
u
ld

b
e

a
sh

a
m

ed
o
f

h
a
v
in

g
o
n
e

th
a
t

w
a
s

o
n
ly

en
ta

iled
o
n

m
e.”

C
h
a
p
ter

4
1

T
H

E
F

IR
S

T
W

E
E

K
o
f

th
eir

retu
rn

w
a
s

so
o
n

g
o
n
e.

T
h
e

seco
n
d

b
eg

a
n
.

It
w

a
s

th
e

la
st

o
f

th
e

reg
im

en
t’s

sta
y

in
M

ery
to

n
,

a
n
d

a
ll

th
e

y
o
u
n
g

la
d
ies

in
th

e
n
eig

h
b
o
u
rh

o
o
d

w
ere

d
ro

o
p
in

g
a
p
a
ce.

T
h
e

d
ejectio

n
w

a
s

a
lm

o
st

u
n
iv

ersa
l.

T
h
e

eld
er

M
iss

B
en

n
ets

a
lo

n
e

w
ere

still
a
b
le

to
ea

t,
d
rin

k
,

a
n
d

sleep
,

a
n
d

p
u
rsu

e
th

e
u
su

a
l

co
u
rse

o
f

th
eir

em
p
lo

y
m

en
ts.

V
ery

freq
u
en

tly
w

ere
th

ey
rep

ro
a
ch

ed
fo

r
th

is
in

sen
sib

ility
b
y

K
itty

a
n
d

L
y
d
ia

,
w

h
o
se

o
w

n
m

isery
w

a
s

ex
trem

e,
a
n
d

w
h
o

co
u
ld

n
o
t

co
m

p
reh

en
d

su
ch

h
a
rd

-h
ea

rted
n
ess

in
a
n
y

o
f

th
e

fa
m

ily.
“
G

o
o
d

H
ea

v
en

!
w

h
a
t

is
to

b
eco

m
e

o
f

u
s?

W
h
a
t

a
re

w
e

to
d
o
?”

w
o
u
ld

th
ey

o
ften

ex
cla

im
in

g
th

e
b
ittern

ess
o
f

w
o
e.

“
H

o
w

ca
n

y
o
u

b
e

sm
ilin

g
so

,
L

izzy
?”

T
h
eir

a
ffectio

n
a
te

m
o
th

er
sh

a
red

a
ll

th
eir

g
rief;

sh
e

rem
em

b
ered

w
h
a
t

sh
e

h
a
d

h
erself

en
d
u
red

o
n

a
sim

ila
r

o
cca

sio
n
,

fi
v
e-a

n
d
-tw

en
ty

y
ea

rs
a
g
o
.

“
I

a
m

su
re,”

sa
id

sh
e,

“
I

cried
fo

r
tw

o
d
a
y
s

to
g
eth

er
w

h
en

C
o
lo

n
el

M
iller’s

reg
im

en
t

w
en

t
a
w

a
y.

I
th

o
u
g
h
t

I
sh

o
u
ld

h
a
v
e

b
ro

k
en

m
y

h
ea

rt.”
“
I

a
m

su
re

I
sh

a
ll

b
rea

k
m

in
e,”

sa
id

L
y
d
ia

.
“
If

o
n
e

co
u
ld

b
u
t

g
o

to
B

rig
h
to

n
!”

o
b
serv

ed
M

rs.
B

en
n
et.

“
O

h
,
y
es!—

if
o
n
e

co
u
ld

b
u
t

g
o

to
B

rig
h
to

n
!

B
u
t

p
a
p
a

is
so

d
isa

g
ree-

a
b
le.”

1
6
6

P
R

I
D

E
A

N
D

P
R

E
J

U
D

I
C

E

“
A

little
sea

-b
a
th

in
g

w
o
u
ld

set
m

e
u
p

fo
rev

er.”
“
A

n
d

m
y

a
u
n
t

P
h
illip

s
is

su
re

it
w

o
u
ld

d
o

m
e

a
g
rea

t
d
ea

l
o
f

g
o
o
d
,”

a
d
d
ed

K
itty.

S
u
ch

w
ere

th
e

k
in

d
o
f

la
m

en
ta

tio
n
s

reso
u
n
d
in

g
p
erp

etu
a
lly

th
ro

u
g
h

L
o
n
g
b
o
u
rn

H
o
u
se.

E
liza

b
eth

tried
to

b
e

d
iv

erted
b
y

th
em

;
b
u
t

a
ll

sen
se

o
f

p
lea

su
re

w
a
s

lo
st

in
sh

a
m

e.
S
h
e

felt
a
n
ew

th
e

ju
stice

o
f

M
r.

D
a
rcy

’s
o
b
jectio

n
s;

a
n
d

n
ev

er
h
a
d

sh
e

b
een

so
m

u
ch

d
isp

o
sed

to
p
a
rd

o
n

h
is

in
terferen

ce
in

th
e

v
iew

s
o
f

h
is

frien
d
.

B
u
t

th
e

g
lo

o
m

o
f

L
y
d
ia

’s
p
ro

sp
ect

w
a
s

sh
o
rtly

clea
red

a
w

a
y
;
fo

r
sh

e
receiv

ed
a
n

in
v
ita

tio
n

fro
m

M
rs.

F
o
rster,

th
e

w
ife

o
f

th
e

co
lo

n
el

o
f

th
e

reg
im

en
t,

to
a
cco

m
p
a
n
y

h
er

to
B

rig
h
to

n
.

T
h
is

in
v
a
lu

a
b
le

frien
d

w
a
s

a
v
ery

y
o
u
n
g

w
o
m

a
n
,

a
n
d

v
ery

la
tely

m
a
rried

.
A

resem
b
la

n
ce

in
g
o
o
d

h
u
m

o
u
r

a
n
d

g
o
o
d

sp
irits

h
a
d

reco
m

m
en

d
ed

h
er

a
n
d

L
y
d
ia

to
ea

ch
o
th

er,
a
n
d

o
u
t
o
f

th
eir

th
ree

m
o
n
th

s’
a
cq

u
a
in

ta
n
ce

th
ey

h
a
d

b
een

in
tim

a
te

tw
o
.

T
h
e

ra
p
tu

re
o
f

L
y
d
ia

o
n

th
is

o
cca

sio
n
,
h
er

a
d
o
ra

tio
n

o
f

M
rs.

F
o
rster,

th
e

d
elig

h
t

o
f

M
rs.

B
en

n
et,

a
n
d

th
e

m
o
rtifi

ca
tio

n
o
f

K
itty,

a
re

sca
rcely

to
b
e

d
escrib

ed
.

W
h
o
lly

in
a
tten

tiv
e

to
h
er

sister’s
feelin

g
s,

L
y
d
ia

fl
ew

a
b
o
u
t

th
e

h
o
u
se

in
restless

ecsta
sy,

ca
llin

g
fo

r
ev

ery
o
n
e’s

co
n
g
ra

tu
la

tio
n
s,

a
n
d

la
u
g
h
in

g
a
n
d

ta
lk

in
g

w
ith

m
o
re

v
io

len
ce

th
a
n

ev
er;

w
h
ilst

th
e

lu
ck

less
K

itty
co

n
tin

u
ed

in
th

e
p
a
rlo

u
r

rep
in

ed
a
t

h
er

fa
te

in
term

s
a
s

u
n
rea

so
n
-

a
b
le

a
s

h
er

a
ccen

t
w

a
s

p
eev

ish
.

“
I

ca
n
n
o
t

see
w

h
y

M
rs.

F
o
rster

sh
o
u
ld

n
o
t

a
sk

m
e

a
s

w
ell

a
s

L
y
d
ia

,”
sa

id
sh

e,
“
T

h
o
u
g
h

I
a
m

n
o
t

h
er

p
a
rticu

la
r

frien
d
.

I
h
a
v
e

ju
st

a
s

m
u
ch

rig
h
t

to
b
e

a
sk

ed
a
s

sh
e

h
a
s,

a
n
d

m
o
re

to
o
,
fo

r
I

a
m

tw
o

y
ea

rs
o
ld

er.”
In

v
a
in

d
id

E
liza

b
eth

a
ttem

p
t

to
m

a
k
e

h
er

rea
so

n
a
b
le,

a
n
d

Ja
n
e

to
m

a
k
e

h
er

resig
n
ed

.
A

s
fo

r
E

liza
b
eth

h
erself,

th
is

in
v
ita

tio
n

w
a
s

so
fa

r
fro

m
ex

citin
g

in
h
er

th
e

sa
m

e
feelin

g
s

a
s

in
h
er

m
o
th

er
a
n
d

L
y
d
ia

,
th

a
t

sh
e

co
n
sid

ered
it

a
s

th
e

d
ea

th
w

a
rra

n
t

o
f

a
ll

p
o
ssib

ility
o
f

co
m

m
o
n

sen
se

fo
r

th
e

la
tter;

a
n
d

d
etesta

b
le

a
s

su
ch

a
step

m
u
st

m
a
k
e

h
er

w
ere

it
k
n
o
w

n
,

sh
e

co
u
ld

n
o
t

h
elp

secretly
a
d
v
isin

g
h
er

fa
th

er
n
o
t

to
let

h
er

g
o
.

S
h
e

rep
resen

ted
to

h
im

a
llth

e
im

p
ro

p
rieties

o
f
L
y
d
ia

’s
g
en

era
lb

eh
a
v
io

u
r,

th
e

little
a
d
v
a
n
ta

g
e

sh
e

co
u
ld

d
eriv

e
fro

m
th

e
frien

d
sh

ip
o
f
su

ch
a

w
o
m

a
n

a
s

M
rs.

F
o
rster,

a
n
d

th
e

p
ro

b
a
b
ility

o
f

h
er

b
ein

g
y
et

m
o
re

im
p
ru

d
en

t
w

ith
su

ch
a

co
m

p
a
n
io

n
a
t

B
rig

h
to

n
,

w
h
ere

th
e

tem
p
ta

tio
n
s

m
u
st

b
e

g
rea

ter
th

a
n

a
t

h
o
m

e.
H

e
h
ea

rd
h
er

a
tten

tiv
ely,

a
n
d

th
en

sa
id

:
“
L
y
d
ia

w
illn

ev
er

b
e

ea
sy

u
n
tilsh

e
h
a
s

ex
p
o
sed

h
erself

in
so

m
e

p
u
b
lic

p
la

ce
o
r

o
th

er,
a
n
d

w
e

ca
n

n
ev

er
ex

p
ect

h
er

to
d
o

it
w

ith
so

little
ex

p
en

se
o
r

in
co

n
v
en

ien
ce

to
h
er

fa
m

ily
a
s

u
n
d
er

th
e

p
resen

t
circu

m
sta

n
ces.”

“
If

y
o
u

w
ere

a
w

a
re,”

sa
id

E
liza

b
eth

,
“
o
f

th
e

v
ery

g
rea

t
d
isa

d
v
a
n
ta

g
e
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J
A

N
E

A
U

S
T

E
N

v
ie

w
s

o
f

d
o
m

es
ti

c
h
a
p
p
in

es
s

w
er

e
o
v
er

th
ro

w
n
.

B
u
t

M
r.

B
en

n
et

w
a
s

n
o
t

o
f

a
d
is

p
o
si

ti
o
n

to
se

ek
co

m
fo

rt
fo

r
th

e
d
is

a
p
p
o
in

tm
en

t
w

h
ic

h
h
is

o
w

n
im

p
ru

d
en

ce
h
a
d

b
ro

u
g
h
t

o
n
,

in
a
n
y

o
f

th
o
se

p
le

a
su

re
s

w
h
ic

h
to

o
o
ft

en
co

n
so

le
th

e
u
n
fo

rt
u
n
a
te

fo
r

th
ei

r
fo

ll
y

o
f

th
ei

r
v
ic

e.
H

e
w

a
s

fo
n
d

o
f

th
e

co
u
n
tr

y
a
n
d

o
f

b
o
o
k
s;

a
n
d

fr
o
m

th
es

e
ta

st
es

h
a
d

a
ri

se
n

h
is

p
ri

n
ci

p
a
l

en
jo

y
m

en
ts

.
T

o
h
is

w
if

e
h
e

w
a
s

v
er

y
li
tt

le
o
th

er
w

is
e

in
d
eb

te
d
,

th
a
n

a
s

h
er

ig
n
o
ra

n
ce

a
n
d

fo
ll
y

h
a
d

co
n
tr

ib
u
te

d
to

h
is

a
m

u
se

m
en

t.
T

h
is

is
n
o
t

th
e

so
rt

o
f

h
a
p
p
in

es
s

w
h
ic

h
a

m
a
n

w
o
u
ld

in
g
en

er
a
l

w
is

h
to

o
w

e
to

h
is

w
if

e;
b
u
t

w
h
er

e
o
th

er
p
o
w

er
s

o
f

en
te

rt
a
in

m
en

t
a
re

w
a
n
ti

n
g
,

th
e

tr
u
e

p
h
il
o
so

p
h
er

w
il
l
d
er

iv
e

b
en

efi
t

fr
o
m

su
ch

a
s

a
re

g
iv

en
.

E
li
za

b
et

h
,

h
o
w

ev
er

,
h
a
d

n
ev

er
b
ee

n
b
li
n
d

to
th

e
im

p
ro

p
ri

et
y

o
f

h
er

fa
th

er
’s

b
eh

a
v
io

u
r

a
s

a
h
u
sb

a
n
d
.

S
h
e

h
a
d

a
lw

a
y
s

se
en

it
w

it
h

p
a
in

;
b
u
t

re
sp

ec
ti

n
g

h
is

a
b
il
it

ie
s,

a
n
d

g
ra

te
fu

l
fo

r
h
is

a
ff

ec
ti

o
n
a
te

tr
ea

tm
en

t
o
f

h
er

-
se

lf
,

sh
e

en
d
ea

v
o
u
re

d
to

fo
rg

et
w

h
a
t

sh
e

co
u
ld

n
o
t

o
v
er

lo
o
k
,

a
n
d

to
b
a
n
is

h
fr

o
m

h
er

th
o
u
g
h
ts

th
a
t

co
n
ti

n
u
a
l

b
re

a
ch

o
f

co
n
ju

g
a
l

o
b
li
g
a
ti

o
n

a
n
d

d
ec

o
ru

m
w

h
ic

h
,

in
ex

p
o
si

n
g

h
is

w
if

e
to

th
e

co
n
te

m
p
t

o
f

h
er

o
w

n
ch

il
d
re

n
,
w

a
s

so
h
ig

h
ly

re
p
re

h
en

si
b
le

.
B

u
t

sh
e

h
a
d

n
ev

er
fe

lt
so

st
ro

n
g
ly

a
s

n
o
w

th
e

d
is

a
d
v
a
n
ta

g
es

w
h
ic

h
m

u
st

a
tt

en
d

th
e

ch
il
d
re

n
o
f

so
u
n
su

it
-

a
b
le

a
m

a
rr

ia
g
e,

n
o
r

ev
er

b
ee

n
so

fu
ll
y

a
w

a
re

o
f

th
e

ev
il
s

a
ri

si
n
g

fr
o
m

so
il
l-

ju
d
g
ed

a
d
ir

ec
ti

o
n

o
f

ta
le

n
ts

;
ta

le
n
ts

,
w

h
ic

h
,
ri

g
h
tl

y
u
se

d
,
m

ig
h
t

a
t

le
a
st

h
a
v
e

p
re

se
rv

ed
th

e
re

sp
ec

ta
b
il
it

y
o
f

h
is

d
a
u
g
h
te

rs
,
ev

en
if

in
ca

p
a
b
le

o
f

en
la

rg
in

g
th

e
m

in
d

o
f

h
is

w
if

e.
W

h
en

E
li
za

b
et

h
h
a
d

re
jo

ic
ed

o
v
er

W
ic

k
h
a
m

’s
d
ep

a
rt

u
re

sh
e

fo
u
n
d

li
tt

le
o
th

er
ca

u
se

fo
r

sa
ti

sf
a
ct

io
n

in
th

e
lo

ss
o
f

th
e

re
g
im

en
t.

T
h
ei

r
p
a
r-

ti
es

a
b
ro

a
d

w
er

e
le

ss
v
a
ri

ed
th

a
n

b
ef

o
re

,
a
n
d

a
t

h
o
m

e
sh

e
h
a
d

a
m

o
th

er
a
n
d

si
st

er
w

h
o
se

co
n
st

a
n
t

re
p
in

in
g
s

a
t

th
e

d
u
ll
n
es

s
o
f

ev
er

y
th

in
g

a
ro

u
n
d

th
em

th
re

w
a

re
a
l

g
lo

o
m

o
v
er

th
ei

r
d
o
m

es
ti

c
ci

rc
le

;
a
n
d
,

th
o
u
g
h

K
it

ty
m

ig
h
t

in
ti

m
e

re
g
a
in

h
er

n
a
tu

ra
l

d
eg

re
e

o
f

se
n
se

,
si

n
ce

th
e

d
is

tu
rb

er
s

o
f

h
er

b
ra

in
w

er
e

re
m

o
v
ed

,
h
er

o
th

er
si

st
er

,
fr

o
m

w
h
o
se

d
is

p
o
si

ti
o
n

g
re

a
te

r
ev

il
m

ig
h
t

b
e

a
p
p
re

h
en

d
ed

,
w

a
s

li
k
el

y
to

b
e

h
a
rd

en
ed

in
a
ll

h
er

fo
ll
y

a
n
d

a
ss

u
ra

n
ce

b
y

a
si

tu
a
ti

o
n

o
f
su

ch
d
o
u
b
le

d
a
n
g
er

a
s

a
w

a
te

ri
n
g
-p

la
ce

a
n
d

a
ca

m
p
.

U
p
o
n

th
e

w
h
o
le

,
th

er
ef

o
re

,
sh

e
fo

u
n
d
,

w
h
a
t

h
a
s

b
ee

n
so

m
et

im
es

b
ee

n
fo

u
n
d

b
ef

o
re

,
th

a
t

a
n

ev
en

t
to

w
h
ic

h
sh

e
h
a
d

b
ee

n
lo

o
k
in

g
w

it
h

im
-

p
a
ti

en
t

d
es

ir
e

d
id

n
o
t,

in
ta

k
in

g
p
la

ce
,
b
ri

n
g

a
ll

th
e

sa
ti

sf
a
ct

io
n

sh
e

h
a
d

p
ro

m
is

ed
h
er

se
lf

.
It

w
a
s

co
n
se

q
u
en

tl
y

n
ec

es
sa

ry
to

n
a
m

e
so

m
e

o
th

er
p
e-

ri
o
d

fo
r

th
e

co
m

m
en

ce
m

en
t

o
f

a
ct

u
a
l
fe

li
ci

ty
—

to
h
a
v
e

so
m

e
o
th

er
p
o
in

t
o
n

w
h
ic

h
h
er

w
is

h
es

a
n
d

h
o
p
es

m
ig

h
t

b
e

fi
x
ed

,
a
n
d

b
y

a
g
a
in

en
jo

y
in

g
th

e
p
le

a
su

re
o
f

a
n
ti

ci
p
a
ti

o
n
,
co

n
so

le
h
er

se
lf

fo
r

th
e

p
re

se
n
t,

a
n
d

p
re

p
a
re

fo
r

a
n
o
th

er
d
is

a
p
p
o
in

tm
en

t.
H

er
to

u
r

to
th

e
L

a
k
es

w
a
s

n
o
w

th
e

o
b
je

ct

1
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P
R

I
D

E
A

N
D

P
R

E
J

U
D

I
C

E

re
st

o
f

h
er

li
fe

.”
W

it
h

th
is

a
n
sw

er
E

li
za

b
et

h
w

a
s

fo
rc

ed
to

b
e

co
n
te

n
t;

b
u
t

h
er

o
w

n
o
p
in

io
n

co
n
ti

n
u
ed

th
e

sa
m

e,
a
n
d

sh
e

le
ft

h
im

d
is

a
p
p
o
in

te
d

a
n
d

so
rr

y.
It

w
a
s

n
o
t

in
h
er

n
a
tu

re
,

h
o
w

ev
er

,
to

in
cr

ea
se

h
er

v
ex

a
ti

o
n
s

b
y

d
w

el
li
n
g

o
n

th
em

.
S
h
e

w
a
s

co
n
fi
d
en

t
o
f

h
a
v
in

g
p
er

fo
rm

ed
h
er

d
u
ty

,
a
n
d

to
fr

et
o
v
er

u
n
a
v
o
id

a
b
le

ev
il
s,

o
r

a
u
g
m

en
t

th
em

b
y

a
n
x
ie

ty
,
w

a
s

n
o

p
a
rt

o
f

h
er

d
is

p
o
si

ti
o
n
.

H
a
d

L
y
d
ia

a
n
d

h
er

m
o
th

er
k
n
o
w

n
th

e
su

b
st

a
n
ce

o
f

h
er

co
n
fe

re
n
ce

w
it

h
h
er

fa
th

er
,

th
ei

r
in

d
ig

n
a
ti

o
n

w
o
u
ld

h
a
rd

ly
h
a
v
e

fo
u
n
d

ex
p
re

ss
io

n
in

th
ei

r
u
n
it

ed
v
o
lu

b
il
it

y.
In

L
y
d
ia

’s
im

a
g
in

a
ti

o
n
,

a
v
is

it
to

B
ri

g
h
to

n
co

m
p
ri

se
d

ev
er

y
p
o
ss

ib
il
it

y
o
f

ea
rt

h
ly

h
a
p
p
in

es
s.

S
h
e

sa
w

,
w

it
h

th
e

cr
e-

a
ti

v
e

ey
e

o
f

fa
n
cy

,
th

e
st

re
et

s
o
f

th
a
t

g
a
y

b
a
th

in
g
-p

la
ce

co
v
er

ed
w

it
h

o
ffi

ce
rs

.
S
h
e

sa
w

h
er

se
lf

th
e

o
b
je

ct
o
f

a
tt

en
ti

o
n
,

to
te

n
s

a
n
d

to
sc

o
re

s
o
f

th
em

a
t

p
re

se
n
t

u
n
k
n
o
w

n
.

S
h
e

sa
w

a
ll

th
e

g
lo

ri
es

o
f

th
e

ca
m

p
—

it
s

te
n
ts

st
re

tc
h
ed

fo
rt

h
in

b
ea

u
te

o
u
s

u
n
if

o
rm

it
y

o
f

li
n
es

,
cr

o
w

d
ed

w
it

h
th

e
y
o
u
n
g

a
n
d

th
e

g
a
y,

a
n
d

d
a
zz

li
n
g

w
it

h
sc

a
rl

et
;
a
n
d
,
to

co
m

p
le

te
th

e
v
ie

w
,

sh
e

sa
w

h
er

se
lf

se
a
te

d
b
en

ea
th

a
te

n
t,

te
n
d
er

ly
fl
ir

ti
n
g

w
it

h
a
t

le
a
st

si
x

o
ffi

ce
rs

a
t

o
n
ce

.
H

a
d

sh
e

k
n
o
w

n
h
er

si
st

er
so

u
g
h
t

to
te

a
r

h
er

fr
o
m

su
ch

p
ro

sp
ec

ts
a
n
d

su
ch

re
a
li
ti

es
a
s

th
es

e,
w

h
a
t

w
o
u
ld

h
a
v
e

b
ee

n
h
er

se
n
sa

ti
o
n
s?

T
h
ey

co
u
ld

h
a
v
e

b
ee

n
u
n
d
er

st
o
o
d

o
n
ly

b
y

h
er

m
o
th

er
,

w
h
o

m
ig

h
t

h
a
v
e

fe
lt

n
ea

rl
y

th
e

sa
m

e.
L
y
d
ia

’s
g
o
in

g
to

B
ri

g
h
to

n
w

a
s

a
ll

th
a
t

co
n
so

le
d

h
er

fo
r

h
er

m
el

a
n
ch

o
ly

co
n
v
ic

ti
o
n

o
f

h
er

h
u
sb

a
n
d
’s

n
ev

er
in

te
n
d
in

g
to

g
o

th
er

e
h
im

se
lf

.
B

u
t

th
ey

w
er

e
en

ti
re

ly
ig

n
o
ra

n
t

o
f

w
h
a
t

h
a
d

p
a
ss

ed
;

a
n
d

th
ei

r
ra

p
-

tu
re

s
co

n
ti

n
u
ed

,
w

it
h

li
tt

le
in

te
rm

is
si

o
n
,

to
th

e
v
er

y
d
a
y

o
f

L
y
d
ia

’s
le

a
v
-

in
g

h
o
m

e.
E

li
za

b
et

h
w

a
s

n
o
w

to
se

e
M

r.
W

ic
k
h
a
m

fo
r

th
e

la
st

ti
m

e.
H

a
v
in

g
b
ee

n
fr

eq
u
en

tl
y

in
co

m
p
a
n
y

w
it

h
h
im

si
n
ce

h
er

re
tu

rn
,

a
g
it

a
ti

o
n

w
a
s

p
re

tt
y

w
el

l
o
v
er

;
th

e
a
g
it

a
ti

o
n
s

o
f

fo
rm

a
l

p
a
rt

ia
li
ty

en
ti

re
ly

so
.

S
h
e

h
a
d

ev
en

le
a
rn

t
to

d
et

ec
t,

in
th

e
v
er

y
g
en

tl
en

es
s

w
h
ic

h
h
a
d

fi
rs

t
d
el

ig
h
te

d
h
er

,
a
n

a
ff

ec
ta

ti
o
n

a
n
d

a
sa

m
en

es
s

to
d
is

g
u
st

a
n
d

w
ea

ry
.

In
h
is

p
re

se
n
t

b
eh

a
v
io

u
r

to
h
er

se
lf

,
m

o
re

o
v
er

,
sh

e
h
a
d

a
fr

es
h

so
u
rc

e
o
f

d
is

p
le

a
su

re
,

fo
r

th
e

in
cl

in
a
ti

o
n

h
e

so
o
n

te
st

ifi
ed

o
f

re
n
ew

in
g

th
o
se

in
te

n
ti

o
n
s

w
h
ic

h
h
a
d

m
a
rk

ed
th

e
ea

rl
y

p
a
rt

o
f

th
ei

r
a
cq

u
a
in

ta
n
ce

co
u
ld

o
n
ly

se
rv

e,
a
ft

er
w

h
a
t

h
a
d

si
n
ce

p
a
ss

ed
,

to
p
ro

v
o
k
e

h
er

.
S
h
e

lo
st

a
ll

co
n
ce

rn
fo

r
h
im

in
fi
n
d
in

g
h
er

se
lf

th
u
s

se
le

ct
ed

a
s

th
e

o
b
je

ct
o
f

su
ch

id
le

a
n
d

fr
iv

o
lo

u
s

g
a
ll
a
n
tr

y
;

a
n
d

w
h
il
e

sh
e

st
ea

d
il
y

re
p
re

ss
ed

it
,

co
u
ld

n
o
t

b
u
t

fe
el

th
e

re
p
ro

o
f

co
n
ta

in
ed

in
h
is

b
el

ie
v
in

g
,
th

a
t

h
o
w

ev
er

lo
n
g
,
a
n
d

fo
r

w
h
a
te

v
er

1
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J
A

N
E

A
U

S
T

E
N

ca
u
se,

h
is

a
tten

tio
n
s

h
a
d

b
een

w
ith

d
ra

w
n
,
h
er

v
a
n
ity

w
o
u
ld

b
e

g
ra

tifi
ed

,
a
n
d

h
er

p
referen

ce
secu

red
a
t

a
n
y

tim
e

b
y

th
eir

ren
ew

a
l.

O
n

th
e

v
ery

la
st

d
a
y

o
f

th
e

reg
im

en
t’s

rem
a
in

in
g

a
t

M
ery

to
n
,

h
e

d
in

ed
,

w
ith

o
th

er
o
f

th
e

o
ffi

cers,
a
t

L
o
n
g
b
o
u
rn

;
a
n
d

so
little

w
a
s

E
liz-

a
b
eth

d
isp

o
sed

to
p
a
rt

fro
m

h
im

in
g
o
o
d

h
u
m

o
u
r,

th
a
t

o
n

h
is

m
a
k
-

in
g

so
m

e
in

q
u
iry

a
s

to
th

e
m

a
n
n
er

in
w

h
ich

h
er

tim
e

h
a
d

p
a
ssed

a
t

H
u
n
sfo

rd
,

sh
e

m
en

tio
n
ed

C
o
lo

n
el

F
itzw

illia
m

’s
a
n
d

M
r.

D
a
rcy

’s
h
a
v
in

g
b
o
th

sp
en

t
th

ree
w

eek
s

a
t

R
o
sin

g
s,

a
n
d

a
sk

ed
h
im

,
if

h
e

w
a
s

a
cq

u
a
in

ted
w

ith
th

e
fo

rm
er.

H
e

lo
o
k
ed

su
rp

rised
,

d
isp

lea
sed

,
a
la

rm
ed

;
b
u
t

w
ith

a
m

o
m

en
t’s

rec-
o
llectio

n
a
n
d

a
retu

rn
in

g
sm

ile,
rep

lied
,

th
a
t

h
e

h
a
d

fo
rm

erly
seen

h
im

o
ften

;
a
n
d
,
a
fter

o
b
serv

in
g

th
a
t

h
e

w
a
s

a
v
ery

g
en

tlem
a
n
lik

e
m

a
n
,
a
sk

ed
h
er

h
o
w

sh
e

h
a
d

lik
ed

h
im

.
H

er
a
n
sw

er
w

a
s

w
a
rm

ly
in

h
is

fa
v
o
u
r.

W
ith

a
n

a
ir

o
f

in
d
ifferen

ce
h
e

so
o
n

a
fterw

a
rd

s
a
d
d
ed

:
“
H

o
w

lo
n
g

d
id

y
o
u

sa
y

h
e

w
a
s

a
t

R
o
sin

g
s?”

“
N

ea
rly

th
ree

w
eek

s.”
“
A

n
d

y
o
u

sa
w

h
im

freq
u
en

tly
?”

“
Y

es,
a
lm

o
st

ev
ery

d
a
y.”

“
H

is
m

a
n
n
ers

a
re

v
ery

d
ifferen

t
fro

m
h
is

co
u
sin

’s.”
“
Y

es,
v
ery

d
ifferen

t.
B

u
t

I
th

in
k

M
r.

D
a
rcy

im
p
ro

v
es

u
p
o
n

a
cq

u
a
in

-
ta

n
ce.”
“
In

d
eed

!”
cried

M
r.

W
ick

h
a
m

w
ith

a
lo

o
k

w
h
ich

d
id

n
o
t

esca
p
e

h
er.

“
A

n
d

p
ra

y,
m

a
y

I
a
sk

?—
”

B
u
t

ch
eck

in
g

h
im

self,
h
e

a
d
d
ed

,
in

a
g
a
y
er

to
n
e,

“
Is

it
in

a
d
d
ress

th
a
t

h
e

im
p
ro

v
es?

H
a
s

h
e

d
eig

n
ed

to
a
d
d

a
u
g
h
t

o
f

civ
ility

to
h
is

o
rd

in
a
ry

sty
le?—

fo
r

I
d
a
re

n
o
t

h
o
p
e,”

h
e

co
n
tin

u
ed

in
a

lo
w

er
a
n
d

m
o
re

serio
u
s

to
n
e,

“
th

a
t

h
e

is
im

p
ro

v
ed

in
essen

tia
ls.”

“
O

h
,

n
o
!”

sa
id

E
liza

b
eth

.
“
In

essen
tia

ls,
I

b
eliev

e,
h
e

is
v
ery

m
u
ch

w
h
a
t

h
e

ev
er

w
a
s.”

W
h
ile

sh
e

sp
o
k
e,

W
ick

h
a
m

lo
o
k
ed

a
s

if
sca

rcely
k
n
o
w

in
g

w
h
eth

er
to

rejo
ice

o
v
er

h
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p
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h
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h
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b
u
t

th
a
t,

fro
m

k
n
o
w

in
g

h
im

b
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b
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p
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h
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h
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rra
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h
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e
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h
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d
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b
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u
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b
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b
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v
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p
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w
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h
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p
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b
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d
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b
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b
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b
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h
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b
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n
o

h
u
m

o
u
r

to
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ra
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h
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b
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d
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b
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a
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-
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b
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ra
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b
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d
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p
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p
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b
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b
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p
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b
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b
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n
d
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p
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a
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h
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ey

d
ro

v
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P
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p
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d
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a
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v
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n
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p
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b
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b
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b
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b
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b
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b
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P
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b
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b
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b
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b
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ra
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b
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b
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b
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h
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h
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a
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b
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b
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in
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p
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n
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b
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p
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b
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p
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b
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n
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n
d
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w
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b
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d
o
w

to
en

jo
y

it
s

p
ro

sp
ec

t.
T

h
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h
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b
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b
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d
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d
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th

o
u
g
h
t

sh
e,

“
th

a
t
I

h
a
v
e

so
m

et
h
in

g
to

w
is

h
fo

r.
W

er
e

th
e

w
h
o
le

a
rr

a
n
g
em

en
t

co
m

p
le

te
,

m
y

d
is

a
p
p
o
in

tm
en

t
w

o
u
ld

b
e

ce
rt

a
in

.
B

u
t

h
er

e,
b
y

ca
rr

y
in

g
w

it
h

m
e

o
n
e

ce
a
se

le
ss

so
u
rc

e
o
f

re
g
re

t
in

m
y

si
st

er
’s

a
b
se

n
ce

,
I

m
a
y

re
a
so

n
a
b
ly

h
o
p
e

to
h
a
v
e

a
ll

m
y

ex
p
ec

ta
ti

o
n
s

o
f

p
le

a
su

re
re

a
li
se

d
.

A
sc

h
em

e
o
f

w
h
ic

h
ev

er
y

p
a
rt

p
ro

m
is

es
d
el

ig
h
t

ca
n

n
ev

er
b
e

su
cc

es
sf

u
l;

a
n
d

g
en

er
a
l

d
is

a
p
p
o
in

tm
en

t
is

o
n
ly

w
a
rd

ed
o
ff

b
y

th
e

d
ef

en
ce

o
f

so
m

e
li
tt

le
p
ec

u
li
a
r

v
ex

a
ti

o
n
.”

W
h
en

L
y
d
ia

w
en

t
a
w

a
y

sh
e

p
ro

m
is

ed
to

w
ri

te
v
er

y
o
ft

en
a
n
d

v
er

y
m

in
u
te

ly
to

h
er

m
o
th

er
a
n
d

K
it

ty
;

b
u
t

h
er

le
tt

er
s

w
er

e
a
lw

a
y
s

lo
n
g

ex
-

p
ec

te
d
,
a
n
d

a
lw

a
y
s

v
er

y
sh

o
rt

.
T

h
o
se

to
h
er

m
o
th

er
co

n
ta

in
ed

li
tt

le
el

se
th

a
n

th
a
t

th
ey

w
er

e
ju

st
re

tu
rn

ed
fr

o
m

th
e

li
b
ra

ry
,
w

h
er

e
su

ch
a
n
d

su
ch

o
ffi

ce
rs

h
a
d

a
tt

en
d
ed

th
em

,
a
n
d

w
h
er

e
sh

e
h
a
d

se
en

su
ch

b
ea

u
ti

fu
l

o
r-

n
a
m

en
ts

a
s

m
a
d
e

h
er

q
u
it

e
w

il
d
;

th
a
t

sh
e

h
a
d

a
n
ew

g
o
w

n
,

o
r

a
n
ew

p
a
ra

so
l,

w
h
ic

h
sh

e
w

o
u
ld

h
a
v
e

d
es

cr
ib

ed
m

o
re

fu
ll
y,

b
u
t

w
a
s

o
b
li
g
ed

to
le

a
v
e

o
ff

in
a

v
io

le
n
t

h
u
rr

y,
a
s

M
rs

.
F
o
rs

te
r

ca
ll
ed

h
er

,
a
n
d

th
ey

w
er

e
g
o
-

in
g

o
ff

to
th

e
ca

m
p
;

a
n
d

fr
o
m

h
er

co
rr

es
p
o
n
d
en

ce
w

it
h

h
er

si
st

er
,

th
er

e
w

a
s

st
il
l

le
ss

to
b
e

le
a
rn

t—
fo

r
h
er

le
tt

er
s

to
K

it
ty

,
th

o
u
g
h

ra
th

er
lo

n
g
er

,
w

er
e

m
u
ch

to
o

fu
ll

o
f

li
n
es

u
n
d
er

th
e

w
o
rd

s
to

b
e

m
a
d
e

p
u
b
li
c.

A
ft

er
th

e
fi
rs

t
fo

rt
n
ig

h
t

o
r

th
re

e
w

ee
k
s

o
f

h
er

a
b
se

n
ce

,
h
ea

lt
h
,

g
o
o
d

h
u
m

o
u
r,

a
n
d

ch
ee

rf
u
ln

es
s

b
eg

a
n

to
re

a
p
p
ea

r
a
t

L
o
n
g
b
o
u
rn

.
E

v
er

y
th

in
g

w
o
re

a
h
a
p
p
ie

r
a
sp

ec
t.

T
h
e

fa
m

il
ie

s
w

h
o

h
a
d

b
ee

n
in

to
w

n
fo

r
th

e
w

in
-

te
r

ca
m

e
b
a
ck

a
g
a
in

,a
n
d

su
m

m
er

fi
n
er

y
a
n
d

su
m

m
er

en
g
a
g
em

en
ts

a
ro

se
.

M
rs

.
B

en
n
et

w
a
s

re
st

o
re

d
to

h
er

u
su

a
l

q
u
er

u
lo

u
s

se
re

n
it

y
;

a
n
d
,

b
y

th
e

m
id

d
le

o
f

Ju
n
e,

K
it

ty
w

a
s

so
m

u
ch

re
co

v
er

ed
a
s

to
b
e

a
b
le

to
en

te
r

M
er

y
-

to
n

w
it

h
o
u
t

te
a
rs

;
a
n

ev
en

t
o
f

su
ch

h
a
p
p
y

p
ro

m
is

e
a
s

to
m

a
k
e

E
li
za

b
et

h
h
o
p
e

th
a
t

b
y

th
e

fo
ll
o
w

in
g

C
h
ri

st
m

a
s

sh
e

m
ig

h
t

b
e

so
to

le
ra

b
ly

re
a
so

n
-

a
b
le

a
s

n
o
t

to
m

en
ti

o
n

a
n

o
ffi

ce
r

a
b
o
v
e

o
n
ce

a
d
a
y,

u
n
le

ss
,
b
y

so
m

e
cr

u
el

a
n
d

m
a
li
ci

o
u
s

a
rr

a
n
g
em

en
t

a
t

th
e

W
a
r

O
ffi

ce
,

a
n
o
th

er
re

g
im

en
t

sh
o
u
ld

b
e

q
u
a
rt

er
ed

in
M

er
y
to

n
.

T
h
e

ti
m

e
fi
x
ed

fo
r

th
e

b
eg

in
n
in

g
o
f

th
ei

r
n
o
rt

h
er

n
to

u
r

w
a
s

n
o
w

fa
st

a
p
p
ro

a
ch

in
g
,

a
n
d

a
fo

rt
n
ig

h
t

o
n
ly

w
a
s

w
a
n
ti

n
g

o
f

it
,

w
h
en

a
le

tt
er

a
rr

iv
ed

fr
o
m

M
rs

.
G

a
rd

in
er

,
w

h
ic

h
a
t

o
n
ce

d
el

a
y
ed

it
s

co
m

m
en

ce
m

en
t

a
n
d

cu
rt

a
il
ed

it
s

ex
te

n
t.

M
r.

G
a
rd

in
er

w
o
u
ld

b
e

p
re

v
en

te
d

b
y

b
u
si

n
es

s
fr

o
m

se
tt

in
g

o
u
t

ti
ll

a
fo

rt
n
ig

h
t

la
te

r
in

Ju
ly

,
a
n
d

m
u
st

b
e

in
L

o
n
d
o
n

a
g
a
in

w
it

h
in

a
m

o
n
th

,
a
n
d

a
s

th
a
t

le
ft

to
o

sh
o
rt

a
p
er

io
d

fo
r

th
em

to
g
o

1
7
3



J
A

N
E

A
U

S
T

E
N

so
fa

r,
a
n
d

see
so

m
u
ch

a
s

th
ey

h
a
d

p
ro

p
o
sed

,
o
r

a
t

lea
st

to
see

it
w

ith
th

e
leisu

re
a
n
d

co
m

fo
rt

th
ey

h
a
d

b
u
ilt

o
n
,

th
ey

w
ere

o
b
lig

ed
to

g
iv

e
u
p

th
e

L
a
k
es,

a
n
d

su
b
stitu

te
a

m
o
re

co
n
tra

cted
to

u
r,

a
n
d
,

a
cco

rd
in

g
to

th
e

p
resen

t
p
la

n
,
w

ere
to

g
o

n
o

fa
rth

er
n
o
rth

w
a
rd

s
th

a
n

D
erb

y
sh

ire.
In

th
a
t

co
u
n
ty

th
ere

w
a
s

en
o
u
g
h

to
b
e

seen
to

o
ccu

p
y

th
e

ch
ief

o
f

th
eir

th
ree

w
eek

s;
a
n
d

to
M

rs.
G

a
rd

in
er

it
h
a
d

a
p
ecu

lia
rly

stro
n
g

a
ttra

ctio
n
.

T
h
e

to
w

n
w

h
ere

sh
e

h
a
d

fo
rm

erly
p
a
ssed

so
m

e
y
ea

rs
o
f

h
er

life,
a
n
d

w
h
ere

th
ey

w
ere

n
o
w

to
sp

en
d

a
few

d
a
y
s,

w
a
s

p
ro

b
a
b
ly

a
s

g
rea

t
a
n

o
b
ject

o
f

h
er

cu
rio

sity
a
s

a
ll

th
e

celeb
ra

ted
b
ea

u
ties

o
f

M
a
tlo

ck
,

C
h
a
tsw

o
rth

,
D

o
v
ed

a
le,

o
r

th
e

P
ea

k
.

E
liza

b
eth

w
a
s

ex
cessiv

ely
d
isa

p
p
o
in

ted
;

sh
e

h
a
d

set
h
er

h
ea

rt
o
n

see-
in

g
th

e
L

a
k
es,

a
n
d

still
th

o
u
g
h
t

th
ere

m
ig

h
t

h
a
v
e

b
een

tim
e

en
o
u
g
h
.

B
u
t

it
w

a
s

h
er

b
u
sin

ess
to

b
e

sa
tisfi

ed
—

a
n
d

certa
in

ly
h
er

tem
p
er

to
b
e

h
a
p
p
y
;

a
n
d

a
ll

w
a
s

so
o
n

rig
h
t

a
g
a
in

.
W

ith
th

e
m

en
tio

n
o
f

D
erb

y
sh

ire
th

ere
w

ere
m

a
n
y

id
ea

s
co

n
n
ected

.
It

w
a
s

im
p
o
ssib

le
fo

r
h
er

to
see

th
e

w
o
rd

w
ith

o
u
t

th
in

k
in

g
o
f

P
em

b
erley

a
n
d

its
o
w

n
er.

“
B

u
t

su
rely,”

sa
id

sh
e,

“
I

m
a
y

en
ter

h
is

co
u
n
ty

w
ith

o
u
t

im
p
u
n
ity,

a
n
d

ro
b

it
o
f

a
few

p
etrifi

ed
sp

a
rs

w
ith

o
u
t

h
is

p
erceiv

in
g

m
e.”

T
h
e

p
erio

d
o
f

ex
p
ecta

tio
n

w
a
s

n
o
w

d
o
u
b
led

.
F
o
u
r

w
eek

s
w

ere
to

p
a
ss

a
w

a
y

b
efo

re
h
er

u
n
cle

a
n
d

a
u
n
t’s

a
rriv

a
l.

B
u
t

th
ey

d
id

p
a
ss

a
w

a
y,

a
n
d

M
r.

a
n
d

M
rs.

G
a
rd

in
er,

w
ith

th
eir

fo
u
r

ch
ild

ren
,

d
id

a
t

len
g
th

a
p
-

p
ea

r
a
t

L
o
n
g
b
o
u
rn

.
T

h
e

ch
ild

ren
,

tw
o

g
irls

o
f

six
a
n
d

eig
h
t

y
ea

rs
o
ld

,
a
n
d

tw
o

y
o
u
n
g
er

b
o
y
s,

w
ere

to
b
e

left
u
n
d
er

th
e

p
a
rticu

la
r

ca
re

o
f

th
eir

co
u
sin

Ja
n
e,

w
h
o

w
a
s

th
e

g
en

era
l
fa

v
o
u
rite,

a
n
d

w
h
o
se

stea
d
y

sen
se

a
n
d

sw
eetn

ess
o
f

tem
p
er

ex
a
ctly

a
d
a
p
ted

h
er

fo
r

a
tten

d
in

g
to

th
em

in
ev

ery
w

a
y
—

tea
ch

in
g

th
em

,
p
la

y
in

g
w

ith
th

em
,
a
n
d

lo
v
in

g
th

em
.

T
h
e

G
a
rd

in
ers

sta
y
ed

o
n
ly

o
n
e

n
ig

h
t

a
t

L
o
n
g
b
o
u
rn

,
a
n
d

set
o
ff

th
e

n
ex

t
m

o
rn

in
g

w
ith

E
liza

b
eth

in
p
u
rsu

it
o
f

n
o
v
elty

a
n
d

a
m

u
sem

en
t.

O
n
e

en
jo

y
m

en
t

w
a
s

certa
in

—
th

a
t

o
f

su
ita

b
len

ess
o
f

co
m

p
a
n
io

n
s;

a
su

ita
b
le-

n
ess

w
h
ich

co
m

p
reh

en
d
ed

h
ea

lth
a
n
d

tem
p
er

to
b
ea

r
in

co
n
v
en

ien
ces—

ch
eerfu

ln
ess

to
en

h
a
n
ce

ev
ery

p
lea

su
re—

a
n
d

a
ffectio

n
a
n
d

in
tellig

en
ce,

w
h
ich

m
ig

h
t

su
p
p
ly

it
a
m

o
n
g

th
em

selv
es

if
th

ere
w

ere
d
isa

p
p
o
in

tm
en

ts
a
b
ro

a
d
.

It
is

n
o
t

th
e

o
b
ject

o
f

th
is

w
o
rk

to
g
iv

e
a

d
escrip

tio
n

o
f

D
erb

y
sh

ire,
n
o
r

o
f

a
n
y

o
f

th
e

rem
a
rk

a
b
le

p
la

ces
th

ro
u
g
h

w
h
ich

th
eir

ro
u
te

th
ith

er
la

y
;

O
x
fo

rd
,

B
len

h
eim

,
W

a
rw

ick
,

K
en

ilw
o
rth

,
B

irm
in

g
h
a
m

,
etc.

a
re

su
ffi

cien
tly

k
n
o
w

n
.

A
sm

a
ll

p
a
rt

o
f

D
erb

y
sh

ire
is

a
ll

th
e

p
resen

t
co

n
-

cern
.

T
o

th
e

little
to

w
n

o
f

L
a
m

b
to

n
,

th
e

scen
e

o
f

M
rs.

G
a
rd

in
er’s

fo
r-

m
er

resid
en

ce,
a
n
d

w
h
ere

sh
e

h
a
d

la
tely

lea
rn

ed
so

m
e

a
cq

u
a
in

ta
n
ce

still
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P
R

I
D

E
A

N
D

P
R

E
J

U
D

I
C

E

rem
a
in

ed
,

th
ey

b
en

t
th

eir
step

s,
a
fter

h
a
v
in

g
seen

a
ll

th
e

p
rin

cip
a
l

w
o
n
-

d
ers

o
f

th
e

co
u
n
try

;
a
n
d

w
ith

in
fi
v
e

m
iles

o
f

L
a
m

b
to

n
,

E
liza

b
eth

fo
u
n
d

fro
m

h
er

a
u
n
t

th
a
t

P
em

b
erley

w
a
s

situ
a
ted

.
It

w
a
s

n
o
t

in
th

eir
d
irect

ro
a
d
,

n
o
r

m
o
re

th
a
n

a
m

ile
o
r

tw
o

o
u
t

o
f

it.
In

ta
lk

in
g

o
v
er

th
eir

ro
u
te

th
e

ev
en

in
g

b
efo

re,
M

rs.
G

a
rd

in
er

ex
p
ressed

a
n

in
clin

a
tio

n
to

see
th

e
p
la

ce
a
g
a
in

.
M

r.
G

a
rd

in
er

d
ecla

red
h
is

w
illin

g
n
ess,

a
n
d

E
liza

b
eth

w
a
s

a
p
p
lied

to
fo

r
h
er

a
p
p
ro

b
a
tio

n
.

“
M

y
lo

v
e,

sh
o
u
ld

n
o
t
y
o
u

lik
e

to
see

a
p
la

ce
o
f

w
h
ich

y
o
u

h
a
v
e

h
ea

rd
so

m
u
ch

?”
sa

id
h
er

a
u
n
t;

“
a

p
la

ce,
to

o
,

w
ith

w
h
ich

so
m

a
n
y

o
f

y
o
u
r

a
cq

u
a
in

ta
n
ces

a
re

co
n
n
ected

.
W

ick
h
a
m

p
a
ssed

a
ll

h
is

y
o
u
th

th
ere,

y
o
u

k
n
o
w

.”
E

liza
b
eth

w
a
s

d
istressed

.
S
h
e

felt
th

a
t

sh
e

h
a
d

n
o

b
u
sin

ess
a
t

P
em

b
er-

ley,
a
n
d

w
a
s

o
b
lig

ed
to

a
ssu

m
e

a
d
isin

clin
a
tio

n
fo

r
seein

g
it.

S
h
e

m
u
st

o
w

n
th

a
t

sh
e

w
a
s

tired
o
f

seein
g

g
rea

t
h
o
u
ses;

a
fter

g
o
in

g
o
v
er

so
m

a
n
y,

sh
e

rea
lly

h
a
d

n
o

p
lea

su
re

in
fi
n
e

ca
rp

ets
o
r

sa
tin

cu
rta

in
s.

M
rs.

G
a
rd

in
er

a
b
u
sed

h
er

stu
p
id

ity.
“
If
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e

o
p
en

in
g

o
f

th
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p
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b
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e

ro
u
g
h

co
p
p
ice-w

o
o
d

w
h
ich

b
o
rd

ered
it.

E
liza

b
eth

lo
n
g
ed

to
ex

p
lo

re
its

w
in

d
in

g
s;

b
u
t

w
h
en

th
ey

h
a
d

cro
ssed

th
e

b
rid

g
e,

a
n
d

p
erceiv

ed
th

eir
d
ista

n
ce

fro
m

th
e

h
o
u
se,

M
rs.

G
a
rd

in
er,

w
h
o

w
a
s

n
o
t

a
g
rea

t
w

a
lk

er,
co

u
ld

g
o

n
o

fa
rth

er,
a
n
d

th
o
u
g
h
t

o
n
ly

o
f

retu
rn

in
g

to
th

e
ca

rria
g
e

a
s

q
u
ick

ly
a
s

p
o
ssib

le.
H

er
n
iece

w
a
s,

th
ere-

fo
re,

o
b
lig

ed
to

su
b
m

it,
a
n
d

th
ey

to
o
k

th
eir

w
a
y

to
w

a
rd

s
th

e
h
o
u
se

o
n

th
e

o
p
p
o
site

sid
e

o
f

th
e

riv
er,

in
th

e
n
ea

rest
d
irectio

n
;
b
u
t

th
eir

p
ro

g
ress

1
8
2

P
R

I
D

E
A

N
D

P
R

E
J

U
D

I
C

E

w
a
s

slo
w

,
fo

r
M

r.
G

a
rd

in
er,

th
o
u
g
h

seld
o
m

a
b
le

to
in

d
u
lg

e
th

e
ta

ste,
w

a
s

v
ery

fo
n
d

o
f

fi
sh

in
g
,

a
n
d

w
a
s

so
m

u
ch

en
g
a
g
ed

in
w

a
tch

in
g

th
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b
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h
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b
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p
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h
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p
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eir
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b
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h
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h
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h
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b
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p
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p
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a
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d
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b
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a
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v
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n
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h
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h
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p
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w
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h
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h
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d
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h
e
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p
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h
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b
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b
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b
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b
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a
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b
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h
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s
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re
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n
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v
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b
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h
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h
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h
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d
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p
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b
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b
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b
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p
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w
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h
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p
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p
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b
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b
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d
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h
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b
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v
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b
e

a
n

em
b
a
rg

o
o
n

ev
er

y
su

b
je

ct
.

A
t

la
st

sh
e

re
co

ll
ec

te
d

th
a
t

sh
e

h
a
d

b
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n
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p
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h
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h
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b
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p
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a
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h
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h
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h
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h
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h
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h
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h
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a
t

co
n
v
er

sa
ti

o
n

o
n

ei
th

er
si

d
e.

M
is

s
B

in
g
le

y
sa

w
a
ll

th
is

li
k
ew

is
e;

a
n
d
,

in
th

e
im

p
ru

d
en

ce
o
f

a
n
g
er

,
to

o
k

th
e
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fi
rst

o
p
p
o
rtu

n
ity

o
f

sa
y
in

g
,
w

ith
sn

eerin
g

civ
ility

:
“
P
ra

y,
M

iss
E

liza
,
a
re

n
o
t

th
e

—
—

sh
ire

M
ilitia

rem
o
v
ed

fro
m

M
ery

-
to

n
?

T
h
ey

m
u
st

b
e

a
g
rea

t
lo

ss
to

y
o
u
r

fa
m

ily.”
In

D
a
rcy

’s
p
resen

ce
sh

e
d
a
red

n
o
t

m
en

tio
n

W
ick

h
a
m

’s
n
a
m

e;
b
u
t

E
liza

b
eth

in
sta

n
tly

co
m

p
reh

en
d
ed

th
a
t

h
e

w
a
s

u
p
p
erm

o
st

in
h
er

th
o
u
g
h
ts;

a
n
d

th
e

v
a
rio

u
s

reco
llectio

n
s

co
n
n
ected

w
ith

h
im

g
a
v
e

h
er

a
m

o
m

en
t’s

d
istress;

b
u
t

ex
ertin

g
h
erself

v
ig

o
ro

u
sly

to
rep

elth
e

ill-n
a
tu

red
a
tta

ck
,
sh

e
p
resen

tly
a
n
sw

ered
th

e
q
u
estio

n
in

a
to

lera
b
ly

d
eta

ch
ed

to
n
e.

W
h
ile

sh
e

sp
o
k
e,

a
n

in
v
o
lu

n
ta

ry
g
la

n
ce

sh
o
w

ed
h
er

D
a
rcy,

w
ith

a
h
eig

h
t-

en
ed

co
m

p
lex

io
n
,
ea

rn
estly

lo
o
k
in

g
a
t

h
er,

a
n
d

h
is

sister
o
v
erco

m
e

w
ith

co
n
fu

sio
n
,
a
n
d

u
n
a
b
le

to
lift

u
p

h
er

ey
es.

H
a
d

M
iss

B
in

g
ley

k
n
o
w

n
w

h
a
t

p
a
in

sh
e

w
a
s

th
en

g
iv

in
g

h
er

b
elo

v
ed

frien
d
,

sh
e

u
n
d
o
u
b
ted

ly
w

o
u
ld

h
a
v
e

refra
in

ed
fro

m
th

e
h
in

t;
b
u
t
sh

e
h
a
d

m
erely

in
ten

d
ed

to
d
isco

m
p
o
se

E
liza

b
eth

b
y

b
rin

g
in

g
fo

rw
a
rd

th
e

id
ea

o
f

a
m

a
n

to
w

h
o
m

sh
e

b
eliev

ed
h
er

p
a
rtia

l,
to

m
a
k
e

h
er

b
etra

y
a

sen
sib

ility
w

h
ich

m
ig

h
t

in
ju

re
h
er

in
D

a
rcy

’s
o
p
in

io
n
,

a
n
d
,
p
erh

a
p
s,

to
rem

in
d

th
e

la
tter

o
f

a
ll

th
e

fo
llies

a
n
d

a
b
su

rd
ities

b
y

w
h
ich

so
m

e
p
a
rt

o
f

h
er

fa
m

ily
w

ere
co

n
n
ected

w
ith

th
a
t

co
rp

s.
N

o
t

a
sy
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b
le

h
a
d

ev
er
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ch

ed
h
er

o
f

M
iss

D
a
rcy

’s
m

ed
ita

ted
elo

p
em

en
t.

T
o

n
o

crea
tu

re
h
a
d

it
b
een

rev
ea

led
,
w

h
ere

secrecy
w

a
s

p
o
ssi-

b
le,

ex
cep

t
to

E
liza

b
eth

;
a
n
d

fro
m

a
ll

B
in

g
ley

’s
co

n
n
ectio

n
s

h
er

b
ro

th
er

w
a
s

p
a
rticu

la
rly

a
n
x
io

u
s

to
co

n
cea

l
it,

fro
m

th
e

v
ery

w
ish

w
h
ich

E
liz-

a
b
eth

h
a
d

lo
n
g

a
g
o

a
ttrib

u
ted

to
h
im

,
o
f

th
eir

b
eco

m
in

g
h
erea

fter
h
er

o
w

n
.

H
e

h
a
d

certa
in

ly
fo

rm
ed

su
ch

a
p
la

n
,
a
n
d

w
ith

o
u
t

m
ea

n
in

g
th

a
t

it
sh

o
u
ld

effect
h
is

en
d
ea

v
o
u
r

to
sep

a
ra

te
h
im

fro
m

M
iss

B
en

n
et,

it
is

p
ro

b
-

a
b
le

th
a
t

it
m

ig
h
t

a
d
d

so
m

eth
in

g
to

h
is

liv
ely

co
n
cern

fo
r

th
e

w
elfa

re
o
f

h
is

frien
d
.

E
liza

b
eth

’s
co

llected
b
eh

a
v
io

u
r,

h
o
w

ev
er,

so
o
n

q
u
ieted

h
is

em
o
tio

n
;

a
n
d

a
s

M
iss

B
in

g
ley,

v
ex

ed
a
n
d

d
isa

p
p
o
in

ted
,
d
a
red

n
o
t
a
p
p
ro

a
ch

n
ea

rer
to

W
ick

h
a
m

,
G

eo
rg

ia
n
a

a
lso

reco
v
ered

in
tim

e,
th

o
u
g
h

n
o
t

en
o
u
g
h

to
b
e

a
b
le

to
sp

ea
k

a
n
y

m
o
re.

H
er

b
ro

th
er,

w
h
o
se

ey
e

sh
e

fea
red

to
m

eet,
sca

rcely
reco

llected
h
er

in
terest

in
th

e
a
ffa

ir,
a
n
d

th
e

v
ery

circu
m

sta
n
ce

w
h
ich

h
a
d

b
een

d
esig

n
ed

to
tu

rn
h
is

th
o
u
g
h
ts

fro
m

E
liza

b
eth

seem
ed

to
h
a
v
e

fi
x
ed

th
em

o
n

h
er

m
o
re

a
n
d

m
o
re

ch
eerfu

lly.
T

h
eir

v
isit

d
id

n
o
t
co

n
tin

u
e

lo
n
g

a
fter

th
e

q
u
estio

n
a
n
d

a
n
sw

er
a
b
o
v
e

m
en

tio
n
ed

;
a
n
d

w
h
ile

M
r.

D
a
rcy

w
a
s

a
tten

d
in

g
th

em
to

th
eir

ca
rria

g
e

M
iss

B
in

g
ley

w
a
s

v
en

tin
g

h
er

feelin
g
s

in
criticism

s
o
n

E
liza

b
eth

’s
p
erso

n
,

b
eh

a
v
io

u
r,

a
n
d

d
ress.

B
u
t

G
eo

rg
ia

n
a

w
o
u
ld

n
o
t

jo
in

h
er.

H
er

b
ro

th
er’s

reco
m

m
en

d
a
tio

n
w

a
s

en
o
u
g
h

to
en

su
re

h
er

fa
v
o
u
r;

h
is

ju
d
g
em

en
t

co
u
ld

n
o
t

err.
A

n
d

h
e

h
a
d

sp
o
k
en

in
su

ch
term

s
o
f

E
liza

b
eth

a
s

to
lea

v
e

G
eo

r-
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E
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U
D
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C

E

g
ia

n
a

w
ith

o
u
t

th
e

p
o
w

er
o
f

fi
n
d
in

g
h
er

o
th

erw
ise

th
a
n

lo
v
ely

a
n
d

a
m

i-
a
b
le.

W
h
en

D
a
rcy

retu
rn

ed
to

th
e

sa
lo

o
n
,

M
iss

B
in

g
ley

co
u
ld

n
o
t

h
elp

rep
ea

tin
g

to
h
im

so
m

e
p
a
rt

o
f

w
h
a
t

sh
e

h
a
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b
een
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y
in

g
to

h
is

sister.
“
H

o
w
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ery
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M

iss
E
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B

en
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o
k
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,
M
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D
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rcy,”

sh
e
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;
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I

n
ev

er
in
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y
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w
a
n
y
o
n
e

so
m

u
ch

a
ltered
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s

sh
e
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sin

ce
th

e
w

in
ter.

S
h
e
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g
ro

w
n

so
b
ro

w
n

a
n
d

co
a
rse!

L
o
u
isa

a
n
d

I
w

ere
a
g
reein

g
th

a
t

w
e

sh
o
u
ld

n
o
t

h
a
v
e

k
n
o
w

n
h
er

a
g
a
in
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H

o
w

ev
er

little
M

r.
D

a
rcy

m
ig

h
t

h
a
v
e

lik
ed

su
ch

a
n

a
d
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h
e
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n
-
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ted

h
im

self
w

ith
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o
lly

rep
ly

in
g

th
a
t

h
e

p
erceiv

ed
n
o

o
th

er
a
ltera

tio
n

th
a
n

h
er

b
ein

g
ra

th
er

ta
n
n
ed

,
n
o

m
ira

cu
lo

u
s

co
n
seq

u
en

ce
o
f

tra
v
ellin

g
in

th
e

su
m

m
er.

“
F
o
r

m
y

o
w

n
p
a
rt,”

sh
e

rejo
in

ed
,
“
I

m
u
st

co
n
fess

th
a
t

I
n
ev

er
co

u
ld

see
a
n
y

b
ea

u
ty

in
h
er.

H
er

fa
ce

is
to

o
th

in
;

h
er

co
m

p
lex

io
n

h
a
s

n
o

b
rillia

n
cy

;
a
n
d

h
er

fea
tu

res
a
re

n
o
t

a
t

a
ll

h
a
n
d
so

m
e.

H
er

n
o
se

w
a
n
ts

ch
a
ra

cter—
th

ere
is

n
o
th

in
g

m
a
rk

ed
in

its
lin

es.
H

er
teeth

a
re

to
lera

b
le,

b
u
t

n
o
t

o
u
t

o
f

th
e

co
m

m
o
n

w
a
y
;

a
n
d

a
s

fo
r

h
er

ey
es,

w
h
ich

h
a
v
e

so
m

e-
tim

es
b
een

ca
lled

so
fi
n
e,

I
co

u
ld

n
ev

er
see

a
n
y
th

in
g

ex
tra

o
rd

in
a
ry

in
th

em
.

T
h
ey

h
a
v
e

a
sh

a
rp

,
sh

rew
ish

lo
o
k
,

w
h
ich

I
d
o

n
o
t

lik
e

a
t

a
ll;

a
n
d

in
h
er

a
ir

a
lto

g
eth

er
th

ere
is

a
self-su

ffi
cien

cy
w

ith
o
u
t

fa
sh

io
n
,

w
h
ich

is
in

to
lera

b
le.”

P
ersu

a
d
ed

a
s

M
iss

B
in

g
ley

w
a
s

th
a
t

D
a
rcy

a
d
m

ired
E

liza
b
eth

,
th

is
w

a
s

n
o
t

th
e

b
est

m
eth

o
d

o
f

reco
m

m
en

d
in

g
h
erself;

b
u
t

a
n
g
ry

p
eo

p
le

a
re

n
o
t

a
lw

a
y
s

w
ise;

a
n
d

in
seein

g
h
im

a
t

la
st

lo
o
k

so
m

ew
h
a
t

n
ettled

,
sh

e
h
a
d

a
ll

th
e

su
ccess

sh
e

ex
p
ected

.
H

e
w

a
s

reso
lu

tely
silen

t,
h
o
w

ev
er,

a
n
d
,

fro
m

a
d
eterm

in
a
tio

n
o
f

m
a
k
in

g
h
im

sp
ea

k
,
sh

e
co

n
tin

u
ed

:
“
I

rem
em

b
er,

w
h
en

w
e

fi
rst

k
n
ew

h
er

in
H

ertfo
rd

sh
ire,

h
o
w

a
m

a
zed

w
e

a
ll

w
ere

to
fi
n
d

th
a
t

sh
e

w
a
s

a
rep

u
ted

b
ea

u
ty

;
a
n
d

I
p
a
rticu

la
rly

reco
llect

y
o
u
r

sa
y
in

g
o
n
e

n
ig

h
t,

a
fter

th
ey

h
a
d

b
een

d
in

in
g

a
t
N

eth
erfi

eld
,

‘S
h
e

a
b
ea

u
ty

!—
I

sh
o
u
ld

a
s

so
o
n

ca
ll

h
er

m
o
th

er
a

w
it.’

B
u
t

a
fterw

a
rd

s
sh

e
seem

ed
to

im
p
ro

v
e

o
n

y
o
u
,

a
n
d

I
b
eliev

e
y
o
u

th
o
u
g
h
t

h
er

ra
th

er
p
retty

a
t

o
n
e

tim
e.”

“
Y

es,”
rep

lied
D

a
rcy,

w
h
o

co
u
ld

co
n
ta

in
h
im

self
n
o

lo
n
g
er,

“
b
u
t

th
a
t

w
a
s

o
n
ly

w
h
en

I
fi
rst

sa
w

h
er,

fo
r

it
is

m
a
n
y

m
o
n
th

s
sin

ce
I

h
a
v
e

co
n
sid

ered
h
er

a
s

o
n
e

o
f

th
e

h
a
n
d
so

m
est

w
o
m

en
o
f

m
y

a
cq

u
a
in

ta
n
ce.”

H
e

th
en

w
en

t
a
w

a
y,

a
n
d

M
iss

B
in

g
ley

w
a
s

left
to

a
ll
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e

sa
tisfa

ctio
n

o
f

h
a
v
in

g
fo
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h
im

to
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y
w

h
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t

g
a
v
e

n
o

o
n
e

a
n
y

p
a
in

b
u
t

h
erself.

M
rs.

G
a
rd

in
er

a
n
d

E
liza

b
eth

ta
lk

ed
o
f

a
ll

th
a
t

h
a
d

o
ccu

rred
d
u
r-

in
g

th
eir

v
isit,

a
s

th
ey

retu
rn

ed
,

ex
cep

t
w

h
a
t

h
a
d

p
a
rticu

la
rly

in
terested

th
em

b
o
th

.
T

h
e

lo
o
k

a
n
d

b
eh

a
v
io

u
r

o
f

ev
ery

b
o
d
y

th
ey

h
a
d

seen
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B
u
t

n
o
th

in
g

ca
n

b
e

d
o
n
e—

I
k
n
o
w

v
er

y
w

el
l

th
a
t

n
o
th

in
g

ca
n

b
e

d
o
n
e.

H
o
w

is
su

ch
a

m
a
n

to
b
e

w
o
rk

ed
o
n
?

H
o
w

a
re

th
ey

ev
en

to
b
e

d
is

co
v
-

er
ed

?
I

h
a
v
e

n
o
t

th
e

sm
a
ll
es

t
h
o
p
e.

It
is

ev
er

y
w

a
y

h
o
rr

ib
le

!”
D

a
rc

y
sh

o
o
k

h
is

h
ea

d
in
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n
t

a
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u
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en
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.

“
W

h
en

m
y

ey
es

w
er

e
o
p
en

ed
to

h
is

re
a
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h
a
ra

ct
er

—
O

h
!

h
a
d

I
k
n
o
w

n
w

h
a
t

I
o
u
g
h
t,

w
h
a
t

I
d
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re
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to

d
o
!

B
u
t

I
k
n
ew

n
o
t—

I
w

a
s

a
fr
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o
f

d
o
in

g
to

o
m

u
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.
W
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h
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,
w
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h
ed

m
is

ta
k
e!

”
D

a
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y
m

a
d
e

n
o

a
n
sw

er
.

H
e

se
em

ed
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a
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el
y

to
h
ea

r
h
er

,
a
n
d

w
a
s

w
a
lk

in
g

u
p

a
n
d

d
o
w

n
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e
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o
m

in
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rn
es

t
m

ed
it

a
ti

o
n
,

h
is

b
ro

w
co

n
-

tr
a
ct

ed
,

h
is

a
ir

g
lo

o
m

y.
E

li
za

b
et

h
so

o
n

o
b
se
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ed

,
a
n
d
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tl

y
u
n
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er
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.

H
er
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o
w
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n
k
in

g
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ev
er

y
th

in
g

m
u
st
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n
k

u
n
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ch

a
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o
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o
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y

w
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d
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th
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em
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,

b
u
t

th
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b
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o
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h
is

se
lf

-c
o
n
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t
b
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u
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t

n
o
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h
er
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so
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o
f

h
is

in
fa

m
o
u
s

b
eh

a
v
io

u
r

to
M

r.
D

a
rc

y
;

a
n
d

y
o
u

y
o
u
rs

el
f,

w
h
en

la
st

a
t

L
o
n
g
b
o
u
rn

,
h
ea

rd
in

w
h
a
t

m
a
n
n
er

h
e

sp
o
k
e

o
f

th
e

m
a
n

w
h
o

h
a
d

b
eh

a
v
ed

w
it

h
su

ch
fo

rb
ea

ra
n
ce

a
n
d

li
b
er

a
li
ty

to
w

a
rd

s
h
im

.
A

n
d

th
er

e

2
0
4

P
R

I
D

E
A

N
D

P
R

E
J

U
D

I
C

E

th
ey

sh
o
u
ld

ev
er

se
e

ea
ch

o
th

er
a
g
a
in

o
n

su
ch

te
rm

s
o
f

co
rd

ia
li
ty

a
s

h
a
d

m
a
rk

ed
th

ei
r

se
v
er

a
l

m
ee

ti
n
g
s

in
D

er
b
y
sh

ir
e;

a
n
d

a
s

sh
e

th
re

w
a

re
tr

o
-

sp
ec

ti
v
e

g
la

n
ce

o
v
er

th
e

w
h
o
le

o
f

th
ei

r
a
cq

u
a
in

ta
n
ce

,
so

fu
ll

o
f

co
n
tr

a
-

d
ic

ti
o
n
s

a
n
d

v
a
ri

et
ie

s,
si

g
h
ed

a
t

th
e

p
er

v
er

se
n
es

s
o
f

th
o
se

fe
el

in
g
s

w
h
ic

h
w

o
u
ld

n
o
w

h
a
v
e

p
ro

m
o
te

d
it

s
co

n
ti

n
u
a
n
ce

,
a
n
d

w
o
u
ld

fo
rm

er
ly

h
a
v
e

re
jo

ic
ed

in
it

s
te

rm
in

a
ti

o
n
.

If
g
ra

ti
tu

d
e

a
n
d

es
te

em
a
re

g
o
o
d

fo
u
n
d
a
ti

o
n
s

o
f

a
ff

ec
ti

o
n
,

E
li
za

-
b
et

h
’s

ch
a
n
g
e

o
f

se
n
ti

m
en

t
w

il
l

b
e

n
ei

th
er

im
p
ro

b
a
b
le

n
o
r

fa
u
lt

y.
B

u
t

if
o
th

er
w

is
e—

if
re

g
a
rd

sp
ri

n
g
in

g
fr

o
m

su
ch

so
u
rc

es
is

u
n
re

a
so

n
a
b
le

o
r

u
n
n
a
tu

ra
l,

in
co

m
p
a
ri

so
n

o
f

w
h
a
t

is
so

o
ft

en
d
es

cr
ib

ed
a
s

a
ri

si
n
g

o
n

a
fi
rs

t
in

te
rv

ie
w

w
it

h
it

s
o
b
je

ct
,

a
n
d

ev
en

b
ef

o
re

tw
o

w
o
rd

s
h
a
v
e

b
ee

n
ex

-
ch

a
n
g
ed

,
n
o
th

in
g

ca
n

b
e

sa
id

in
h
er

d
ef

en
ce

,
ex

ce
p
t

th
a
t

sh
e

h
a
d

g
iv

en
so

m
ew

h
a
t

o
f

a
tr

ia
l

to
th

e
la

tt
er

m
et

h
o
d

in
h
er

p
a
rt

ia
li
ty

fo
r

W
ic

k
h
a
m

,
a
n
d

th
a
t

it
s

il
l

su
cc

es
s

m
ig

h
t,

p
er

h
a
p
s,

a
u
th

o
ri

se
h
er

to
se

ek
th

e
o
th

er
le

ss
in

te
re

st
in

g
m

o
d
e

o
f

a
tt

a
ch

m
en

t.
B

e
th

a
t

a
s

it
m

a
y,

sh
e

sa
w

h
im

g
o

w
it

h
re

g
re

t;
a
n
d

in
th

is
ea

rl
y

ex
a
m

p
le

o
f

w
h
a
t

L
y
d
ia

’s
in

fa
m

y
m

u
st

p
ro

d
u
ce

,
fo

u
n
d

a
d
d
it

io
n
a
l

a
n
g
u
is

h
a
s

sh
e

re
fl
ec

te
d

o
n

th
a
t

w
re

tc
h
ed

b
u
si

n
es

s.
N

ev
er

,
si

n
ce

re
a
d
in

g
Ja

n
e’

s
se

co
n
d

le
tt

er
,
h
a
d

sh
e

en
te

rt
a
in

ed
a

h
o
p
e

o
f

W
ic

k
h
a
m

’s
m

ea
n
in

g
to

m
a
rr

y
h
er

.
N

o
o
n
e

b
u
t

Ja
n
e,

sh
e

th
o
u
g
h
t,

co
u
ld

fl
a
tt

er
h
er

se
lf

w
it

h
su

ch
a
n

ex
p
ec

ta
ti

o
n
.

S
u
rp

ri
se

w
a
s

th
e

le
a
st

o
f

h
er

fe
el

in
g
s

o
n

th
is

d
ev

el
o
p
m

en
t.

W
h
il
e

th
e

co
n
te

n
ts

o
f

th
e

fi
rs

t
le

tt
er

re
m

a
in

ed
in

h
er

m
in

d
,
sh

e
w

a
s

a
ll

su
rp

ri
se

—
a
ll

a
st

o
n
is

h
m

en
t

th
a
t

W
ic

k
-

h
a
m

sh
o
u
ld

m
a
rr

y
a

g
ir

l
w

h
o
m

it
w

a
s

im
p
o
ss

ib
le

h
e

co
u
ld

m
a
rr

y
fo

r
m

o
n
ey

;
a
n
d

h
o
w

L
y
d
ia

co
u
ld

ev
er

h
a
v
e

a
tt

a
ch

ed
h
im

h
a
d

a
p
p
ea

re
d

in
-

co
m

p
re

h
en

si
b
le

.
B

u
t

n
o
w

it
w

a
s

a
ll

to
o

n
a
tu

ra
l.

F
o
r

su
ch

a
n

a
tt

a
ch

m
en

t
a
s

th
is

sh
e

m
ig

h
t

h
a
v
e

su
ffi

ci
en

t
ch

a
rm

s;
a
n
d

th
o
u
g
h

sh
e

d
id

n
o
t

su
p
p
o
se

L
y
d
ia

to
b
e

d
el

ib
er

a
te

ly
en

g
a
g
in

g
in

a
n

el
o
p
em

en
t

w
it

h
o
u
t

th
e

in
te

n
ti

o
n

o
f

m
a
rr

ia
g
e,

sh
e

h
a
d

n
o

d
if

fi
cu

lt
y

in
b
el

ie
v
in

g
th

a
t

n
ei

th
er

h
er

v
ir

tu
e

n
o
r

h
er

u
n
d
er

st
a
n
d
in

g
w

o
u
ld

p
re

se
rv

e
h
er

fr
o
m

fa
ll
in

g
a
n

ea
sy

p
re

y.
S
h
e

h
a
d

n
ev

er
p
er

ce
iv

ed
,

w
h
il
e

th
e

re
g
im

en
t

w
a
s

in
H

er
tf

o
rd

sh
ir

e,
th

a
t

L
y
d
ia

h
a
d

a
n
y

p
a
rt

ia
li
ty

fo
r

h
im

;
b
u
t

sh
e

w
a
s

co
n
v
in

ce
d

th
a
t

L
y
d
ia

w
a
n
te

d
o
n
ly

en
co

u
ra

g
em

en
t

to
a
tt

a
ch

h
er

se
lf

to
a
n
y
b
o
d
y.

S
o
m

et
im

es
o
n
e

o
ffi

ce
r,

so
m

et
im

es
a
n
o
th

er
,

h
a
d

b
ee

n
h
er

fa
v
o
u
ri

te
,

a
s

th
ei

r
a
tt

en
-

ti
o
n
s

ra
is

ed
th

em
in

h
er

o
p
in

io
n
.

H
er

a
ff

ec
ti

o
n
s

h
a
d

co
n
ti

n
u
a
ll
y

b
ee

n
fl
u
ct

u
a
ti

n
g

b
u
t

n
ev

er
w

it
h
o
u
t

a
n

o
b
je

ct
.

T
h
e

m
is

ch
ie

f
o
f

n
eg

le
ct

a
n
d

m
is

ta
k
en

in
d
u
lg

en
ce

to
w

a
rd

s
su

ch
a

g
ir

l—
o
h
!

h
o
w

a
cu

te
ly

d
id

sh
e

n
o
w

fe
el

it
!

S
h
e

w
a
s

w
il
d

to
b
e

a
t

h
o
m

e—
to

h
ea

r,
to

se
e,

to
b
e

u
p
o
n

th
e

sp
o
t

to
sh

a
re

w
it

h
Ja

n
e

in
th

e
ca

re
s

th
a
t

m
u
st

n
o
w

fa
ll

w
h
o
ll
y

u
p
o
n

h
er

,
in
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J
A

N
E

A
U

S
T

E
N

a
fa

m
ily

so
d
era

n
g
ed

,
a

fa
th

er
a
b
sen

t,
a

m
o
th

er
in

ca
p
a
b
le

o
f

ex
ertio

n
,

a
n
d

req
u
irin

g
co

n
sta

n
t

a
tten

d
a
n
ce;

a
n
d

th
o
u
g
h

a
lm

o
st

p
ersu

a
d
ed

th
a
t

n
o
th

in
g

co
u
ld

b
e

d
o
n
e

fo
r

L
y
d
ia

,
h
er

u
n
cle’s

in
terferen

ce
seem

ed
o
f

th
e

u
tm

o
st

im
p
o
rta

n
ce,

a
n
d

till
h
e

en
tered

th
e

ro
o
m

h
er

im
p
a
tien

ce
w

a
s

sev
ere.

M
r.

a
n
d

M
rs.

G
a
rd

in
er

h
a
d

h
u
rried

b
a
ck

in
a
la

rm
,

su
p
p
o
sin

g
b
y

th
e

serv
a
n
t’s

a
cco

u
n
t

th
a
t

th
eir

n
iece

w
a
s

ta
k
en

su
d
d
en

ly
ill;

b
u
t

sa
tisfy

in
g

th
em

in
sta

n
tly

o
n

th
a
t

h
ea

d
,

sh
e

ea
g
erly

co
m

m
u
n
ica

ted
th

e
ca

u
se

o
f

th
eir

su
m

m
o
n
s,

rea
d
in

g
th

e
tw

o
letters

a
lo

u
d
,

a
n
d

d
w

ellin
g

o
n

th
e

p
o
stscrip

t
o
f

th
e

la
st

w
ith

trem
b
lin

g
en

erg
y,

th
o
u
g
h

L
y
d
ia

h
a
d

n
ev

er
b
een

a
fa

v
o
u
rite

w
ith

th
em

,
M

r.
a
n
d

M
rs.

G
a
rd

in
er

co
u
ld

n
o
t

b
u
t

b
e

d
eep

ly
a
ffl

icted
.

N
o
t

L
y
d
ia

o
n
ly,

b
u
t

a
ll

w
ere

co
n
cern

ed
in

it;
a
n
d

a
fter

th
e

fi
rst

ex
cla

m
a
tio

n
s

o
f

su
rp

rise
a
n
d

h
o
rro

r,
M

r.
G

a
rd

in
er

p
ro

m
ised

ev
ery

a
ssista

n
ce

in
h
is

p
o
w

er.
E

liza
b
eth

,
th

o
u
g
h

ex
p
ectin

g
n
o

less,
th

a
n
k
ed

h
im

w
ith

tea
rs

o
f

g
ra

titu
d
e;

a
n
d

a
ll

th
ree

b
ein

g
a
ctu

a
ted

b
y

o
n
e

sp
irit,

ev
ery

th
in

g
rela

tin
g

to
th

eir
jo

u
rn

ey
w

a
s

sp
eed

ily
settled

.
T

h
ey

w
ere

to
b
e

o
ff

a
s

so
o
n

a
s

p
o
ssib

le.
“
B

u
t

w
h
a
t

is
to

b
e

d
o
n
e

a
b
o
u
t

P
em

b
erley

?”
cried

M
rs.

G
a
rd

in
er.

“
Jo

h
n

to
ld

u
s

M
r.

D
a
rcy

w
a
s

h
ere

w
h
en

y
o
u

sen
t

fo
r

u
s;

w
a
s

it
so

?”
“
Y

es;
a
n
d

I
to

ld
h
im

w
e

sh
o
u
ld

n
o
t

b
e

a
b
le

to
k
eep

o
u
r

en
g
a
g
em

en
t.

T
h
a
t

is
a
ll

settled
.”

“
W

h
a
t

is
a
ll

settled
?”

rep
ea

ted
th

e
o
th

er,
a
s

sh
e

ra
n

in
to

h
er

ro
o
m

to
p
rep

a
re.

“
A

n
d

a
re

th
ey

u
p
o
n

su
ch

term
s

a
s

fo
r

h
er

to
d
isclo

se
th

e
rea

l
tru

th
?

O
h
,

th
a
t

I
k
n
ew

h
o
w

it
w

a
s!”

B
u
t

w
ish

es
w

ere
v
a
in

,
o
r

a
t

lea
st

co
u
ld

o
n
ly

serv
e

to
a
m

u
se

h
er

in
th

e
h
u
rry

a
n
d

co
n
fu

sio
n

o
f

th
e

fo
llo

w
in

g
h
o
u
r.

H
a
d

E
liza

b
eth

b
een

a
t

leisu
re

to
b
e

id
le,

sh
e

w
o
u
ld

h
a
v
e

rem
a
in

ed
certa

in
th

a
t

a
ll

em
p
lo

y
m

en
t

w
a
s

im
p
o
ssib

le
to

o
n
e

so
w

retch
ed

a
s

h
erself;

b
u
t

sh
e

h
a
d

h
er

sh
a
re

o
f

b
u
sin

ess
a
s

w
ell

a
s

h
er

a
u
n
t,

a
n
d

a
m

o
n
g
st

th
e

rest
th

ere
w

ere
n
o
tes

to
b
e

w
ritten

to
a
ll

th
eir

frien
d
s

a
t

L
a
m

b
to

n
,

w
ith

fa
lse

ex
cu

ses
fo

r
th

eir
su

d
d
en

d
ep

a
rtu

re.
A

n
h
o
u
r,

h
o
w

ev
er,

sa
w

th
e

w
h
o
le

co
m

p
leted

;
a
n
d

M
r.

G
a
rd

in
er

m
ea

n
w

h
ile

h
a
v
in

g
settled

h
is

a
cco

u
n
t

a
t

th
e

in
n
,

n
o
th

in
g

rem
a
in

ed
to

b
e

d
o
n
e

b
u
t

to
g
o
;
a
n
d

E
liza

b
eth

,
a
fter

a
ll

th
e

m
isery

o
f

th
e

m
o
rn

in
g
,

fo
u
n
d

h
erself,

in
a

sh
o
rter

sp
a
ce

o
f

tim
e

th
a
n

sh
e

co
u
ld

h
a
v
e

su
p
p
o
sed

,
sea

ted
in

th
e

ca
rria

g
e,

a
n
d

o
n

th
e

ro
a
d

to
L

o
n
g
b
o
u
rn

.
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a
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4
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“
I

H
A

V
E

B
E

E
N

T
H

IN
K

IN
G

IT
O

V
E

R
A

G
A

IN
,

E
L

IZ
A

B
E

T
H

,”
sa

id
h
er

u
n
-

cle,
a
s

th
ey

d
ro

v
e

fro
m

th
e

to
w

n
;

“
a
n
d

rea
lly,

u
p
o
n

serio
u
s

co
n
sid

era
-

tio
n
,

I
a
m

m
u
ch

m
o
re

in
clin

ed
th

a
n

I
w

a
s

to
ju

d
g
e

a
s

y
o
u
r

eld
est

sister
d
o
es

o
n

th
e

m
a
tter.

It
a
p
p
ea

rs
to

m
e

so
v
ery

u
n
lik

ely
th

a
t

a
n
y

y
o
u
n
g

m
a
n

sh
o
u
ld

fo
rm

su
ch

a
d
esig

n
a
g
a
in

st
a

g
irl

w
h
o

is
b
y

n
o

m
ea

n
s

u
n
p
ro

-
tected

o
r

frien
d
less,

a
n
d

w
h
o

w
a
s

a
ctu

a
lly

sta
y
in

g
in

h
is

co
lo

n
el’s

fa
m

ily,
th

a
t

I
a
m

stro
n
g
ly

in
clin

ed
to

h
o
p
e

th
e

b
est.

C
o
u
ld

h
e

ex
p
ect

th
a
t

h
er

frien
d
s

w
o
u
ld

n
o
t

step
fo

rw
a
rd

?
C

o
u
ld

h
e

ex
p
ect

to
b
e

n
o
ticed

a
g
a
in

b
y

th
e

reg
im

en
t,

a
fter

su
ch

a
n

a
ffro

n
t

to
C

o
lo

n
el

F
o
rster?

H
is

tem
p
ta

tio
n

is
n
o
t

a
d
eq

u
a
te

to
th

e
risk

!”
“
D

o
y
o
u

rea
lly

th
in

k
so

?”
cried

E
liza

b
eth

,
b
rig

h
ten

in
g

u
p

fo
r

a
m

o
m

en
t.

“
U

p
o
n

m
y

w
o
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b
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p
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p
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p
u
rp

o
se

o
f

co
n
cea

lm
en

t,
fo

r
n
o

m
o
re

ex
cep

tio
n
a
l

p
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p
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p
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h
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h
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h
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r.
B

en
n
et

fr
o
m

fi
g
h
ti

n
g
.

T
el

l
h
im

w
h
a
t

a
d
re

a
d
fu

l
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b
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a
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b
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b
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h
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b
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b
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h
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h
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d
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d
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w
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l
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b
er

n
o

sy
m

p
to

m
o
f

a
ff

ec
ti

o
n

o
n

ei
-

th
er

si
d
e;

a
n
d

h
a
d

a
n
y
th

in
g

o
f

th
e

k
in

d
b
ee

n
p
er

ce
p
ti

b
le

,
y
o
u

m
u
st

b
e

a
w

a
re

th
a
t
o
u
rs

is
n
o
t

a
fa

m
il
y

o
n

w
h
ic

h
it

co
u
ld

b
e

th
ro

w
n

a
w

a
y.

W
h
en

fi
rs

t
h
e

en
te

re
d

th
e

co
rp

s,
sh

e
w

a
s

re
a
d
y

en
o
u
g
h

to
a
d
m

ir
e

h
im

;
b
u
t

so
w

e
a
ll

w
er

e.
E

v
er

y
g
ir

l
in

o
r

n
ea

r
M

er
y
to

n
w

a
s

o
u
t

o
f

h
er

se
n
se

s
a
b
o
u
t

h
im

fo
r

th
e

fi
rs

t
tw

o
m

o
n
th

s;
b
u
t

h
e

n
ev

er
d
is

ti
n
g
u
is

h
ed

h
er

b
y

a
n
y

p
a
rt

ic
u
la

r
a
tt

en
ti

o
n
;

a
n
d
,

co
n
se

q
u
en

tl
y,

a
ft

er
a

m
o
d
er

a
te

p
er

io
d

o
f

ex
-

tr
a
v
a
g
a
n
t

a
n
d

w
il
d

a
d
m

ir
a
ti

o
n
,

h
er

fa
n
cy

fo
r

h
im

g
a
v
e

w
a
y,

a
n
d

o
th

er
s

o
f

th
e

re
g
im

en
t,

w
h
o

tr
ea

te
d

h
er

w
it

h
m

o
re

d
is

ti
n
ct

io
n
,

a
g
a
in

b
ec

a
m

e
h
er

fa
v
o
u
ri

te
s.

”

*
*

*
*

*

It
m

a
y

b
e

ea
si

ly
b
el

ie
v
ed

,
th

a
t

h
o
w

ev
er

li
tt

le
o
f

n
o
v
el

ty
co

u
ld

b
e

a
d
d
ed

to
th

ei
r

fe
a
rs

,
h
o
p
es

,
a
n
d

co
n
je

ct
u
re

s,
o
n

th
is

in
te

re
st

in
g

su
b
je

ct
,

b
y

it
s

re
p
ea

te
d

d
is

cu
ss

io
n
,

n
o

o
th

er
co

u
ld

d
et

a
in

th
em

fr
o
m

it
lo

n
g
,
d
u
r-

in
g

th
e

w
h
o
le

o
f

th
e

jo
u
rn

ey
.

F
ro

m
E

li
za

b
et

h
’s

th
o
u
g
h
ts

it
w

a
s

n
ev

er

2
0
5



J
A

N
E

A
U

S
T

E
N

a
b
sen

t.
F
ix

ed
th

ere
b
y

th
e

k
een

est
o
f

a
ll

a
n
g
u
ish

,
self-rep

ro
a
ch

,
sh

e
co

u
ld

fi
n
d

n
o

in
terv

a
l
o
f

ea
se

o
r

fo
rg

etfu
ln

ess.
T

h
ey

tra
v
elled

a
s

ex
p
ed

itio
u
sly

a
s

p
o
ssib

le,
a
n
d
,

sleep
in

g
o
n
e

n
ig

h
t

o
n

th
e

ro
a
d
,

rea
ch

ed
L

o
n
g
b
o
u
rn

b
y

d
in

n
er

tim
e

th
e

n
ex

t
d
a
y.

It
w

a
s

a
co

m
fo

rt
to

E
liza

b
eth

to
co

n
sid

er
th

a
t

Ja
n
e

co
u
ld

n
o
t

h
a
v
e

b
een

w
ea

ried
b
y

lo
n
g

ex
p
ecta

tio
n
s.

T
h
e

little
G

a
rd

in
ers,

a
ttra

cted
b
y

th
e

sig
h
t

o
f

a
ch

a
ise,

w
ere

sta
n
d
in

g
o
n

th
e

step
s

o
f

th
e

h
o
u
se

a
s

th
ey

en
tered

th
e

p
a
d
d
o
ck

;
a
n
d
,

w
h
en

th
e

ca
rria

g
e

d
ro

v
e

u
p

to
th

e
d
o
o
r,

th
e

jo
y
fu

l
su

rp
rise

th
a
t

lig
h
ted

u
p

th
eir

fa
ces,

a
n
d

d
isp

la
y
ed

itself
o
v
er

th
eir

w
h
o
le

b
o
d
ies,

in
a

v
a
riety

o
f

ca
p
ers

a
n
d

frisk
s,

w
a
s

th
e

fi
rst

p
lea

sin
g

ea
rn

est
o
f

th
eir

w
elco

m
e.

E
liza

b
eth

ju
m

p
ed

o
u
t;

a
n
d
,

a
fter

g
iv

in
g

ea
ch

o
f

th
em

a
h
a
sty

k
iss,

h
u
rried

in
to

th
e

v
estib

u
le,

w
h
ere

Ja
n
e,

w
h
o

ca
m

e
ru

n
n
in

g
d
o
w

n
fro

m
h
er

m
o
th

er’s
a
p
a
rtm

en
t,

im
m

ed
ia

tely
m

et
h
er.

E
liza

b
eth

,
a
s

sh
e

a
ffectio

n
a
tely

em
b
ra

ced
h
er,

w
h
ilst

tea
rs

fi
lled

th
e

ey
es

o
f

b
o
th

,
lo

st
n
o
t

a
m

o
m

en
t

in
a
sk

in
g

w
h
eth

er
a
n
y
th

in
g

h
a
d

b
een

h
ea

rd
o
f

th
e

fu
g
itiv

es.
“
N

o
t

y
et,”

rep
lied

Ja
n
e.

“
B

u
t

n
o
w

th
a
t

m
y

d
ea

r
u
n
cle

is
co

m
e,

I
h
o
p
e

ev
ery

th
in

g
w

ill
b
e

w
ell.”

“
Is

m
y

fa
th

er
in

to
w

n
?”

“
Y

es,
h
e

w
en

t
o
n

T
u
esd

a
y,

a
s

I
w

ro
te

y
o
u

w
o
rd

.”
“
A

n
d

h
a
v
e

y
o
u

h
ea

rd
fro

m
h
im

o
ften

?”
“
W

e
h
a
v
e

h
ea

rd
o
n
ly

tw
ice.

H
e

w
ro

te
m

e
a

few
lin

es
o
n

W
ed

n
esd

a
y

to
sa

y
th

a
t

h
e

h
a
d

a
rriv

ed
in

sa
fety,

a
n
d

to
g
iv

e
m

e
h
is

d
irectio

n
s,

w
h
ich

I
p
a
rticu

la
rly

b
eg

g
ed

h
im

to
d
o
.

H
e

m
erely

a
d
d
ed

th
a
t

h
e

sh
o
u
ld

n
o
t

w
rite

a
g
a
in

till
h
e

h
a
d

so
m

eth
in

g
o
f

im
p
o
rta

n
ce

to
m

en
tio

n
.”

“
A

n
d

m
y

m
o
th

er—
h
o
w

is
sh

e?
H

o
w

a
re

y
o
u

a
ll?”

“
M

y
m

o
th

er
is

to
lera

b
ly

w
ell,

I
tru

st;
th

o
u
g
h

h
er

sp
irits

a
re

g
rea

tly
sh

a
k
en

.
S
h
e

is
u
p
sta

irs
a
n
d

w
ill

h
a
v
e

g
rea

t
sa

tisfa
ctio

n
in

seein
g

y
o
u

a
ll.

S
h
e

d
o
es

n
o
t

y
et

lea
v
e

h
er

d
ressin

g
-ro

o
m

.
M

a
ry

a
n
d

K
itty

a
re,

th
a
n
k

H
ea

v
en

,
a
re

q
u
ite

w
ell.”

“
B

u
t

y
o
u
—

h
o
w

a
re

y
o
u
?”

cried
E

liza
b
eth

.
“
Y

o
u

lo
o
k

p
a
le.

H
o
w

m
u
ch

y
o
u

m
u
st

h
a
v
e

g
o
n
e

th
ro

u
g
h
!”

H
er

sister,
h
o
w

ev
er,

a
ssu

red
h
er

o
f

h
er

b
ein

g
p
erfectly

w
ell;

a
n
d

th
eir

co
n
v
ersa

tio
n
,

w
h
ich

h
a
d

b
een

p
a
ssin

g
w

h
ile

M
r.

a
n
d

M
rs.

G
a
r-

d
in

er
w

ere
en

g
a
g
ed

w
ith

th
eir

ch
ild

ren
,

w
a
s

n
o
w

p
u
t

a
n

en
d

to
b
y

th
e

a
p
p
ro

a
ch

o
f

th
e

w
h
o
le

p
a
rty.

Ja
n
e

ra
n

to
h
er

u
n
cle

a
n
d

a
u
n
t,

a
n
d

w
el-

co
m

ed
a
n
d

th
a
n
k
ed

th
em

b
o
th

,
w

ith
a
ltern

a
te

sm
iles

a
n
d

tea
rs.

W
h
en

th
ey

w
ere

a
ll

in
th

e
d
ra

w
in

g
-ro

o
m

,
th

e
q
u
estio

n
s

w
h
ich

E
liza

-
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P
R

I
D

E
A

N
D

P
R

E
J

U
D

I
C

E

b
eth

h
a
d

a
lrea

d
y

a
sk

ed
w

ere
o
f

co
u
rse

rep
ea

ted
b
y

th
e

o
th

ers,
a
n
d

th
ey

so
o
n

fo
u
n
d

th
a
t

Ja
n
e

h
a
d

n
o

in
tellig

en
ce

to
g
iv

e.
T

h
e

sa
n
g
u
in

e
h
o
p
e

o
f

g
o
o
d
,

h
o
w

ev
er,

w
h
ich

th
e

b
en

ev
o
len

ce
o
f

h
er

h
ea

rt
su

g
g
ested

h
a
d

n
o
t

y
et

d
eserted

h
er;

sh
e

still
ex

p
ected

th
a
t

it
w

o
u
ld

a
ll

en
d

w
ell,

a
n
d

th
a
t

ev
ery

m
o
rn

in
g

w
o
u
ld

b
rin

g
so

m
e

letter,
eith

er
fro

m
L
y
d
ia

o
r

h
er

fa
th

er,
to

ex
p
la

in
th

eir
p
ro

ceed
in

g
s,

a
n
d
,
p
erh

a
p
s,

a
n
n
o
u
n
ce

th
eir

m
a
rria

g
e.

M
rs.

B
en

n
et,

to
w

h
o
se

a
p
a
rtm

en
t

th
ey

a
ll

rep
a
ired

,
a
fter

a
few

m
in

-
u
tes’

co
n
v
ersa

tio
n

to
g
eth

er,
receiv

ed
th

em
ex

a
ctly

a
s

m
ig

h
t

b
e

ex
p
ected

;
w

ith
tea

rs
a
n
d

la
m

en
ta

tio
n
s

o
f

reg
ret,

in
v
ectiv

es
a
g
a
in

st
th

e
v
illa

in
o
u
s

co
n
d
u
ct

o
f

W
ick

h
a
m

,
a
n
d

co
m

p
la

in
ts

o
f

h
er

o
w

n
su

fferin
g
s

a
n
d

ill-
u
sa

g
e;

b
la

m
in

g
ev

ery
b
o
d
y

b
u
t

th
e

p
erso

n
to

w
h
o
se

ill-ju
d
g
in

g
in

d
u
l-

g
en

ce
th

e
erro

rs
o
f

h
er

d
a
u
g
h
ter

m
u
st

p
rin

cip
a
lly

b
e

o
w

in
g
.

“
If

I
h
a
d

b
een

a
b
le,”

sa
id

sh
e,

“
to

ca
rry

m
y

p
o
in

t
in

g
o
in

g
to

B
rig

h
to

n
,

w
ith

a
ll

m
y

fa
m

ily,
th

is
w

o
u
ld

n
o
t

h
a
v
e

h
a
p
p
en

ed
;

b
u
t

p
o
o
r

d
ea

r
L
y
d
ia

h
a
d

n
o
b
o
d
y

to
ta

k
e

ca
re

o
f

h
er.

W
h
y

d
id

th
e

F
o
rsters

ev
er

let
h
er

g
o

o
u
t

o
f

th
eir

sig
h
t?

I
a
m

su
re

th
ere

w
a
s

so
m

e
g
rea

t
n
eg

lect
o
r

o
th

er
o
n

th
eir

sid
e,

fo
r

sh
e

is
n
o
t

th
e

k
in

d
o
f

g
irl

to
d
o

su
ch

a
th

in
g

if
sh

e
h
a
d

b
een

w
ell

lo
o
k
ed

a
fter.

I
a
lw

a
y
s

th
o
u
g
h
t

th
ey

w
ere

v
ery

u
n
fi
t

to
h
a
v
e

th
e

ch
a
rg

e
o
f

h
er;

b
u
t

I
w

a
s

o
v
erru

led
,

a
s

I
a
lw

a
y
s

a
m

.
P
o
o
r

d
ea

r
ch

ild
!

A
n
d

n
o
w

h
ere’s

M
r.

B
en

n
et

g
o
n
e

a
w

a
y,

a
n
d

I
k
n
o
w

h
e

w
ill

fi
g
h
t

W
ick

h
a
m

,
w

h
erev

er
h
e

m
eets

h
im

a
n
d

th
en

h
e

w
ill

b
e

k
illed

,
a
n
d

w
h
a
t

is
to

b
eco

m
e

o
f

u
s

a
ll?

T
h
e

C
o
llin

ses
w

ill
tu

rn
u
s

o
u
t

b
efo

re
h
e

is
co

ld
in

h
is

g
ra

v
e,

a
n
d

if
y
o
u

a
re

n
o
t

k
in

d
to

u
s,

b
ro

th
er,

I
d
o

n
o
t

k
n
o
w

w
h
a
t

w
e

sh
a
ll

d
o
.”

T
h
ey

a
llex

cla
im

ed
a
g
a
in

st
su

ch
terrifi

c
id

ea
s;

a
n
d

M
r.G

a
rd

in
er,

a
fter

g
en

era
l

a
ssu

ra
n
ces

o
f

h
is

a
ffectio

n
fo

r
h
er

a
n
d

a
ll

h
er

fa
m

ily,
to

ld
h
er

th
a
t

h
e

m
ea

n
t

to
b
e

in
L

o
n
d
o
n

th
e

v
ery

n
ex

t
d
a
y,

a
n
d

w
o
u
ld

a
ssist

M
r.

B
en

n
et

in
ev

ery
en

d
ea

v
o
u
r

fo
r

reco
v
erin

g
L
y
d
ia

.
“
D

o
n
o
t

g
iv

e
w

a
y

to
u
seless

a
la

rm
,”

a
d
d
ed

h
e;

“
th

o
u
g
h

it
is

rig
h
t

to
b
e

p
rep

a
red

fo
r

th
e

w
o
rst,

th
ere

is
n
o

o
cca

sio
n

to
lo

o
k

o
n

it
a
s

certa
in

.
It

is
n
o
t

q
u
ite

a
w

eek
sin

ce
th

ey
left

B
rig

h
to

n
.

In
a

few
d
a
y
s

m
o
re

w
e

m
a
y

g
a
in

so
m

e
n
ew

s
o
f

th
em

;
a
n
d

till
w

e
k
n
o
w

th
a
t

th
ey

a
re

n
o
t

m
a
rried

,
a
n
d

h
a
v
e

n
o

d
esig

n
o
f

m
a
rry

in
g
,

d
o

n
o
t

let
u
s

g
iv

e
th

e
m

a
tter

o
v
er

a
s

lo
st.

A
s

so
o
n

a
s

I
g
et

to
to

w
n

I
sh

a
ll

g
o

to
m

y
b
ro

th
er,

a
n
d

m
a
k
e

h
im

co
m

e
h
o
m

e
w

ith
m

e
to

G
ra

cech
u
rch

S
treet;

a
n
d

th
en

w
e

m
a
y

co
n
su

lt
to

g
eth

er
a
s

to
w

h
a
t

is
to

b
e

d
o
n
e.”

“
O

h
!

m
y

d
ea

r
b
ro

th
er,”

rep
lied

M
rs.

B
en

n
et,

“
th

a
t

is
ex

a
ctly

w
h
a
t

I
co

u
ld

m
o
st

w
ish

fo
r.

A
n
d

n
o
w

d
o
,
w

h
en

y
o
u

g
et

to
to

w
n
,
fi
n
d

th
em

o
u
t,

w
h
erev

er
th

ey
m

a
y

b
e;

a
n
d

if
th

ey
a
re

n
o
t

m
a
rried

a
lrea

d
y,

m
a
k
e

th
em
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J
A

N
E

A
U

S
T

E
N

d
et

er
m

in
ed

to
m

a
k
e

in
q
u
ir

ie
s

th
er

e,
a
n
d

h
o
p
ed

it
m

ig
h
t

n
o
t

b
e

im
p
o
s-

si
b
le

to
fi
n
d

o
u
t

th
e

st
a
n
d

a
n
d

n
u
m

b
er

o
f

th
e

co
a
ch

.
I

d
o

n
o
t

k
n
o
w

o
f

a
n
y

o
th

er
d
es

ig
n
s

th
a
t

h
e

h
a
d
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I
sh

a
ll

th
in

k
y
o
u

a
sim

p
leto

n
,

fo
r

th
ere

is
b
u
t

o
n
e

m
a
n

in
th

e
w

o
rld

I
lo

v
e,

a
n
d

h
e

is
a
n

a
n
g
el.

I
sh

o
u
ld

n
ev

er
b
e

h
a
p
p
y

w
ith

o
u
t

h
im

,
so

th
in

k
it

n
o

h
a
rm

to
b
e

o
ff.

Y
o
u

n
eed

n
o
t

sen
d

th
em

w
o
rd

a
t

L
o
n
g
b
o
u
rn

o
f

m
y

g
o
in

g
,

if
y
o
u

d
o

n
o
t

lik
e

it,
fo

r
it

w
ill

m
a
k
e

th
e

su
rp

rise
th

e
g
rea

ter,
w

h
en

I
w

rite
to

th
em

a
n
d

sig
n

m
y

n
a
m

e
‘L

y
d
ia

W
ick

h
a
m

.’
W

h
a
t

a
g
o
o
d

jo
k
e

it
w

ill
b
e!

I
ca

n
h
a
rd

ly
w

rite
fo

r
la

u
g
h
in

g
.

P
ra

y
m

a
k
e

m
y

ex
cu

ses
to

P
ra

tt
fo

r
n
o
t

k
eep

in
g

m
y

en
g
a
g
em

en
t,

a
n
d

d
a
n
cin

g
w

ith
h
im

to
-n

ig
h
t.

T
ell

h
im

I
h
o
p
e

h
e

w
ill

ex
cu

se
m

e
w

h
en

h
e

k
n
o
w

s
a
ll;

a
n
d

tell
h
im

I
w

ill
d
a
n
ce

w
ith

h
im

a
t

th
e

n
ex

t
b
a
ll

w
e

m
eet,

w
ith

g
rea

t
p
lea

su
re.

I
sh

a
ll

sen
d

fo
r

m
y

clo
th

es
w

h
en

I
g
et

to
L

o
n
g
b
o
u
rn

;
b
u
t

I
w

ish
y
o
u

w
o
u
ld

tell
S
a
lly

to
m

en
d

a
g
rea

t
slit

in
m

y
w

o
rk

ed
m

u
slin

g
o
w

n
b
efo

re
th

ey
a
re

p
a
ck

ed
u
p
.

G
o
o
d
-b

y
e.

G
iv

e
m

y
lo

v
e

to
C

o
lo

n
el

F
o
rster.

I
h
o
p
e

y
o
u

w
ill

d
rin

k
to

o
u
r

g
o
o
d

jo
u
rn

ey.
“
Y

o
u
r

a
ffectio

n
a
te

frien
d
,

“
L

y
d
ia

B
en

n
et.”

“
O

h
!

th
o
u
g
h
tless,

th
o
u
g
h
tless

L
y
d
ia

!”
cried

E
liza

b
eth

w
h
en

sh
e

h
a
d

fi
n
ish

ed
it.

“
W

h
a
t

a
letter

is
th

is,
to

b
e

w
ritten

a
t

su
ch

a
m

o
m

en
t!

B
u
t

2
1
0

P
R

I
D

E
A

N
D

P
R

E
J

U
D

I
C

E

a
t

lea
st

it
sh

o
w

s
th

a
t

sh
e

w
a
s

serio
u
s

o
n

th
e

su
b
ject

o
f

th
eir

jo
u
rn

ey.
W

h
a
tev

er
h
e

m
ig

h
t

a
fterw

a
rd

s
p
ersu

a
d
e

h
er

to
,

it
w

a
s

n
o
t

o
n

h
er

sid
e

a
sch

em
e

o
f

in
fa

m
y.

M
y

p
o
o
r

fa
th

er!
h
o
w

h
e

m
u
st

h
a
v
e

felt
it!”

“
I

n
ev

er
sa

w
a
n
y
o
n
e

so
sh

o
ck

ed
.

H
e

co
u
ld

n
o
t

sp
ea

k
a

w
o
rd

fo
r

fu
ll

ten
m

in
u
tes.

M
y

m
o
th

er
w

a
s

ta
k
en

ill
im

m
ed

ia
tely,

a
n
d

th
e

w
h
o
le

h
o
u
se

in
su

ch
co

n
fu

sio
n
!”

“
O

h
!

Ja
n
e,”

cried
E

liza
b
eth

,
“
w

a
s

th
ere

a
serv

a
n
t

b
elo

n
g
in

g
to

it
w

h
o

d
id

n
o
t

k
n
o
w

th
e

w
h
o
le

sto
ry

b
efo

re
th

e
en

d
o
f

th
e

d
a
y
?”

“
I
d
o

n
o
t
k
n
o
w

.
I

h
o
p
e

th
ere

w
a
s.

B
u
t

to
b
e

g
u
a
rd

ed
a
t
su

ch
a

tim
e

is
v
ery

d
iffi

cu
lt.

M
y

m
o
th

er
w

a
s

in
h
y
sterics,

a
n
d

th
o
u
g
h

I
en

d
ea

v
o
u
red

to
g
iv

e
h
er

ev
ery

a
ssista

n
ce

in
m

y
p
o
w

er,
I

a
m

a
fra

id
I

d
id

n
o
t

d
o

so
m

u
ch

a
s

I
m

ig
h
t

h
a
v
e

d
o
n
e!

B
u
t

th
e

h
o
rro

r
o
f

w
h
a
t

m
ig

h
t

p
o
ssib

ly
h
a
p
p
en

a
lm

o
st

to
o
k

fro
m

m
e

m
y

fa
cu

lties.”
“
Y

o
u
r

a
tten

d
a
n
ce

u
p
o
n

h
er

h
a
s

b
een

to
o

m
u
ch

fo
r

y
o
u
.

Y
o
u

d
o

n
o
t

lo
o
k

w
ell.

O
h

th
a
t

I
h
a
d

b
een

w
ith

y
o
u
!

y
o
u

h
a
v
e

h
a
d

ev
ery

ca
re

a
n
d

a
n
x
iety

u
p
o
n

y
o
u
rself

a
lo

n
e.”

“
M

a
ry

a
n
d

K
itty

h
a
v
e

b
een

v
ery

k
in

d
,

a
n
d

w
o
u
ld

h
a
v
e

sh
a
red

in
ev

ery
fa

tig
u
e,

I
a
m

su
re;

b
u
t

I
d
id

n
o
t

th
in

k
it

rig
h
t

fo
r

eith
er

o
f

th
em

.
K

itty
is

slig
h
t

a
n
d

d
elica

te;
a
n
d

M
a
ry

stu
d
ies

so
m

u
ch

,
th

a
t

h
er

h
o
u
rs

o
f

rep
o
se

sh
o
u
ld

n
o
t

b
e

b
ro

k
en

in
o
n
.

M
y

a
u
n
t
P
h
illip

s
ca

m
e

to
L

o
n
g
b
o
u
rn

o
n

T
u
esd

a
y,

a
fter

m
y

fa
th

er
w

en
t

a
w

a
y
;

a
n
d

w
a
s

so
g
o
o
d

a
s

to
sta

y
till

T
h
u
rsd

a
y

w
ith

m
e.

S
h
e

w
a
s

o
f
g
rea

t
u
se

a
n
d

co
m

fo
rt

to
u
s

a
ll.

A
n
d

L
a
d
y

L
u
ca

s
h
a
s

b
een

v
ery

k
in

d
;

sh
e

w
a
lk

ed
h
ere

o
n

W
ed

n
esd

a
y

m
o
rn

in
g

to
co

n
d
o
le

w
ith

u
s,

a
n
d

o
ffered

h
er

serv
ices,

o
r

a
n
y

o
f

h
er

d
a
u
g
h
ters’,

if
th

ey
sh

o
u
ld

b
e

o
f

u
se

to
u
s.”

“
S
h
e

h
a
d

b
etter

h
a
v
e

sta
y
ed

a
t

h
o
m

e,”
cried

E
liza

b
eth

;
“
p
erh

a
p
s

sh
e

m
ea

n
t

w
ell,

b
u
t,

u
n
d
er

su
ch

a
m

isfo
rtu

n
e

a
s

th
is,

o
n
e

ca
n
n
o
t

see
to

o
little

o
f

o
n
e’s

n
eig

h
b
o
u
rs.

A
ssista

n
ce

is
im

p
o
ssib

le;
co

n
d
o
len

ce
in

su
ffer-

a
b
le.

L
et

th
em

triu
m

p
h

o
v
er

u
s

a
t

a
d
ista

n
ce,

a
n
d

b
e

sa
tisfi

ed
.”

S
h
e

th
en

p
ro

ceed
ed

to
in

q
u
ire

in
to

th
e

m
ea

su
res

w
h
ich

h
er

fa
th

er
h
a
d

in
ten

d
ed

to
p
u
rsu

e,
w

h
ile

in
to

w
n
,
fo

r
th

e
reco

v
ery

o
f

h
is

d
a
u
g
h
ter.

“
H

e
m

ea
n
t
I
b
eliev

e,”
rep

lied
Ja

n
e,

“
to

g
o

to
E

p
so

m
,
th

e
p
la

ce
w

h
ere

th
ey

la
st

ch
a
n
g
ed

h
o
rses,

see
th

e
p
o
stilio

n
s

a
n
d

try
if

a
n
y
th

in
g

co
u
ld

b
e

m
a
d
e

o
u
t

fro
m

th
em

.
H

is
p
rin

cip
a
l

o
b
ject

m
u
st

b
e

to
d
isco

v
er

th
e

n
u
m

-
b
er

o
f

th
e

h
a
ck

n
ey

co
a
ch

w
h
ich

to
o
k

th
em

fro
m

C
la

p
h
a
m

.
It

h
a
d

co
m

e
w

ith
a

fa
re

fro
m

L
o
n
d
o
n
;

a
n
d

a
s

h
e

th
o
u
g
h
t

th
a
t

th
e

circu
m

sta
n
ce

o
f

a
g
en

tlem
a
n

a
n
d

la
d
y
’s

rem
o
v
in

g
fro

m
o
n
e

ca
rria

g
e

in
to

a
n
o
th

er
m

ig
h
t

b
e

rem
a
rk

ed
h
e

m
ea

n
t

to
m

a
k
e

in
q
u
iries

a
t

C
la

p
h
a
m

.
If

h
e

co
u
ld

a
n
y
h
o
w

d
isco

v
er

a
t

w
h
a
t

h
o
u
se

th
e

co
a
ch

m
a
n

h
a
d

b
efo

re
set

d
o
w

n
h
is

fa
re,

h
e

2
1
1



J
A

N
E

A
U

S
T

E
N

T
h
e

p
re

se
n
t

u
n
h
a
p
p
y

st
a
te

o
f

th
e

fa
m

il
y

re
n
d
er

ed
a
n
y

o
th

er
ex

cu
se

fo
r

th
e

lo
w

n
es

s
o
f

h
er

sp
ir

it
s

u
n
n
ec

es
sa

ry
;

n
o
th

in
g
,

th
er

ef
o
re

,
co

u
ld

b
e

fa
ir

ly
co

n
je

ct
u
re

d
fr

o
m

th
a
t,

th
o
u
g
h

E
li
za

b
et

h
,
w

h
o

w
a
s

b
y

th
is

ti
m

e
to

l-
er

a
b
ly

w
el

l
a
cq

u
a
in

te
d

w
it

h
h
er

o
w

n
fe

el
in

g
s,

w
a
s

p
er

fe
ct

ly
a
w

a
re

th
a
t,

h
a
d

sh
e

k
n
o
w

n
n
o
th

in
g

o
f

D
a
rc

y,
sh

e
co

u
ld

h
a
v
e

b
o
rn

e
th

e
d
re

a
d

o
f

L
y
d
ia

’s
in

fa
m

y
so

m
ew

h
a
t

b
et

te
r.

It
w

o
u
ld

h
a
v
e

sp
a
re

d
h
er

,
sh

e
th

o
u
g
h
t,

o
n
e

sl
ee

p
le

ss
n
ig

h
t

o
u
t

o
f

tw
o
.

W
h
en

M
r.

B
en

n
et

a
rr

iv
ed

,
h
e

h
a
d

a
ll

th
e

a
p
p
ea

ra
n
ce

o
f

h
is

u
su

a
l

p
h
il
o
so

p
h
ic

co
m

p
o
su

re
.

H
e

sa
id

a
s

li
tt

le
a
s

h
e

h
a
d

ev
er

b
ee

n
in

th
e

h
a
b
it

o
f

sa
y
in

g
;

m
a
d
e

n
o

m
en

ti
o
n

o
f

th
e

b
u
si

n
es

s
th

a
t

h
a
d

ta
k
en

h
im

a
w

a
y,

a
n
d

it
w

a
s

so
m

e
ti

m
e

b
ef

o
re

h
is

d
a
u
g
h
te

rs
h
a
d

co
u
ra

g
e

to
sp

ea
k

o
f

it
. It

w
a
s

n
o
t

ti
ll

th
e

a
ft

er
n
o
o
n
,

w
h
en

h
e

h
a
d

jo
in

ed
th

em
a
t

te
a
,

th
a
t

E
li
za

b
et

h
v
en

tu
re

d
to

in
tr

o
d
u
ce

th
e

su
b
je

ct
;

a
n
d

th
en

,
o
n

h
er

b
ri

efl
y

ex
p
re

ss
in

g
h
er

so
rr

o
w

fo
r

w
h
a
t

h
e

m
u
st

h
a
v
e

en
d
u
re

d
,

h
e

re
p
li
ed

,
“
S
a
y

n
o
th

in
g

o
f

th
a
t.

W
h
o

sh
o
u
ld

su
ff

er
b
u
t

m
y
se

lf
?

It
h
a
s

b
ee

n
m

y
o
w

n
d
o
in

g
,
a
n
d

I
o
u
g
h
t

to
fe

el
it

.”
“
Y

o
u

m
u
st

n
o
t

b
e

to
o

se
v
er

e
u
p
o
n

y
o
u
rs

el
f,

”
re

p
li
ed

E
li
za

b
et

h
.

“
Y

o
u

m
a
y

w
el

l
w

a
rn

m
e

a
g
a
in

st
su

ch
a
n

ev
il
.

H
u
m

a
n

n
a
tu

re
is

so
p
ro

n
e

to
fa

ll
in

to
it

!
N

o
,

L
iz

zy
,

le
t

m
e

o
n
ce

in
m

y
li
fe

fe
el

h
o
w

m
u
ch

I
h
a
v
e

b
ee

n
to

b
la

m
e.

I
a
m

n
o
t

a
fr

a
id

o
f

b
ei

n
g

o
v
er

p
o
w

er
ed

b
y

th
e

im
p
re

ss
io

n
.

It
w

il
l
p
a
ss

a
w

a
y

so
o
n

en
o
u
g
h
.”

“
D

o
y
o
u

su
p
p
o
se

th
em

to
b
e

in
L

o
n
d
o
n
?”

“
Y

es
;
w

h
er

e
el

se
ca

n
th

ey
b
e

so
w

el
l
co

n
ce

a
le

d
?”

“
A

n
d

L
y
d
ia

u
se

d
to

w
a
n
t

to
g
o

to
L

o
n
d
o
n
,”

a
d
d
ed

K
it

ty
.

“
S
h
e

is
h
a
p
p
y

th
en

,”
sa

id
h
er

fa
th

er
d
ri

ly
;

“
a
n
d

h
er

re
si

d
en

ce
th

er
e

w
il
l
p
ro

b
a
b
ly

b
e

o
f

so
m

e
d
u
ra

ti
o
n
.”

T
h
en

a
ft

er
a

sh
o
rt

si
le

n
ce

h
e

co
n
ti

n
u
ed

:
“
L

iz
zy

,
I

b
ea

r
y
o
u

n
o

il
l-

w
il
l

fo
r

b
ei

n
g

ju
st

ifi
ed

in
y
o
u
r

a
d
v
ic

e
to

m
e

la
st

M
a
y,

w
h
ic

h
,
co

n
si

d
er

in
g

th
e

ev
en

t,
sh

o
w

s
so

m
e

g
re

a
tn

es
s

o
f

m
in

d
.”

T
h
ey

w
er

e
in

te
rr

u
p
te

d
b
y

M
is

s
B

en
n
et

,
w

h
o

ca
m

e
to

fe
tc

h
h
er

m
o
th

er
’s

te
a
.

“
T

h
is

is
a

p
a
ra

d
e,

”
h
e

cr
ie

d
,
“
w

h
ic

h
d
o
es

o
n
e

g
o
o
d
;
it

g
iv

es
su

ch
a
n

el
eg

a
n
ce

to
m

is
fo

rt
u
n
e!

A
n
o
th

er
d
a
y

I
w

il
l

d
o

th
e

sa
m

e;
I

w
il
l

si
t

in
m

y
li
b
ra

ry
,

in
m

y
n
ig

h
tc

a
p

a
n
d

p
o
w

d
er

in
g

g
o
w

n
,

a
n
d

g
iv

e
a
s

m
u
ch

tr
o
u
b
le

a
s

I
ca

n
;
o
r,

p
er

h
a
p
s,

I
m

a
y

d
ef

er
it

ti
ll

K
it

ty
ru

n
s

a
w

a
y.

”
“
I

a
m

n
o
t

g
o
in

g
to

ru
n

a
w

a
y,

p
a
p
a
,”

sa
id

K
it

ty
fr

et
fu

ll
y.

“
If

I
sh

o
u
ld

ev
er

g
o

to
B

ri
g
h
to

n
,
I

w
o
u
ld

b
eh

a
v
e

b
et

te
r

th
a
n

L
y
d
ia

.”
“
Y

o
u

g
o

to
B

ri
g
h
to

n
.

I
w

o
u
ld

n
o
t

tr
u
st

y
o
u

so
n
ea

r
it

a
s

E
a
st

b
o
u
rn

e

2
1
6

P
R

I
D

E
A

N
D

P
R

E
J

U
D

I
C

E

su
ra

n
ce

o
f

h
er

si
st

er
’s

ru
in

m
o
re

ce
rt

a
in

;
a
n
d

ev
en

Ja
n
e,

w
h
o

b
el

ie
v
ed

st
il
l

le
ss

o
f

it
,

b
ec

a
m

e
a
lm

o
st

h
o
p
el

es
s,

m
o
re

es
p
ec

ia
ll
y

a
s

th
e

ti
m

e
w

a
s

n
o
w

co
m

e
w

h
en

,
if

th
ey

h
a
d

g
o
n
e

to
S
co

tl
a
n
d
,

w
h
ic

h
sh

e
h
a
d

n
ev

er
b
e-

fo
re

en
ti

re
ly

d
es

p
a
ir

ed
o
f,

th
ey

m
u
st

in
a
ll

p
ro

b
a
b
il
it

y
h
a
v
e

g
a
in

ed
so

m
e

n
ew

s
o
f

th
em

.
M

r.
G

a
rd

in
er

le
ft

L
o
n
g
b
o
u
rn

o
n

S
u
n
d
a
y
;

o
n

T
u
es

d
a
y

h
is

w
if

e
re

-
ce

iv
ed

a
le

tt
er

fr
o
m

h
im

;
it

to
ld

th
em

th
a
t,

o
n

h
is

a
rr

iv
a
l,

h
e

h
a
d

im
m

ed
i-

a
te

ly
fo

u
n
d

o
u
t

h
is

b
ro

th
er

,
a
n
d

p
er

su
a
d
ed

h
im

to
co

m
e

to
G

ra
ce

ch
u
rc

h
S
tr

ee
t;

th
a
t

M
r.

B
en

n
et

h
a
d

b
ee

n
to

E
p
so

m
a
n
d

C
la

p
h
a
m

,
b
ef

o
re

h
is

a
rr

iv
a
l,

b
u
t

w
it

h
o
u
t

g
a
in

in
g

a
n
y

sa
ti

sf
a
ct

o
ry

in
fo

rm
a
ti

o
n
;

a
n
d

th
a
t

h
e

w
a
s

n
o
w

d
et

er
m

in
ed

to
in

q
u
ir

e
a
t

a
ll

th
e

p
ri

n
ci

p
a
l

h
o
te

ls
in

to
w

n
,

a
s

M
r.

B
en

n
et

th
o
u
g
h
t

it
p
o
ss

ib
le

th
ey

m
ig

h
t

h
a
v
e

g
o
n
e

to
o
n
e

o
f

th
em

,
o
n

th
ei

r
fi
rs

t
co

m
in

g
to

L
o
n
d
o
n
,

b
ef

o
re

th
ey

p
ro

cu
re

d
lo

d
g
in

g
s.

M
r.

G
a
r-

d
in

er
h
im

se
lf

d
id

n
o
t

ex
p
ec

t
a
n
y

su
cc

es
s

fr
o
m

th
is

m
ea

su
re

,
b
u
t

a
s

h
is

b
ro

th
er

w
a
s

ea
g
er

in
it

,
h
e

m
ea

n
t

to
a
ss

is
t

h
im

in
p
u
rs

u
in

g
it

.
H

e
a
d
d
ed

th
a
t

M
r.

B
en

n
et

se
em

ed
w

h
o
ll
y

d
is

in
cl

in
ed

a
t

p
re

se
n
t

to
le

a
v
e

L
o
n
d
o
n

a
n
d

p
ro

m
is

ed
to

w
ri

te
a
g
a
in

v
er

y
so

o
n
.

T
h
er

e
w

a
s

a
ls

o
a

p
o
st

sc
ri

p
t

to
th

is
ef

fe
ct

:
“
I

h
a
v
e

w
ri

tt
en

to
C

o
lo

n
el

F
o
rs

te
r

to
d
es

ir
e

h
im

to
fi
n
d

o
u
t,

if
p
o
s-

si
b
le

,
fr

o
m

so
m

e
o
f

th
e

y
o
u
n
g

m
a
n
’s

in
ti

m
a
te

s
in

th
e

re
g
im

en
t,

w
h
et

h
er

W
ic

k
h
a
m

h
a
s

a
n
y

re
la

ti
o
n
s

o
r

co
n
n
ec

ti
o
n
s

w
h
o

w
o
u
ld

b
e

li
k
el

y
to

k
n
o
w

in
w

h
a
t

p
a
rt

o
f

to
w

n
h
e

h
a
s

n
o
w

co
n
ce

a
le

d
h
im

se
lf

.
If

th
er

e
w

er
e

a
n
y
-

o
n
e

th
a
t

o
n
e

co
u
ld

a
p
p
ly

to
w

it
h

a
p
ro

b
a
b
il
it

y
o
f

g
a
in

in
g

su
ch

a
cl

u
e

a
s

th
a
t,

it
m

ig
h
t

b
e

o
f

es
se

n
ti

a
l

co
n
se

q
u
en

ce
.

A
t

p
re

se
n
t

w
e

h
a
v
e

n
o
th

in
g

to
g
u
id

e
u
s.

C
o
lo

n
el

F
o
rs

te
r

w
il
l,

I
d
a
re

sa
y,

d
o

ev
er

y
th

in
g

in
h
is

p
o
w

er
to

sa
ti

sf
y

u
s

o
n

th
is

h
ea

d
.

B
u
t,

o
n

se
co

n
d

th
o
u
g
h
ts

,
p
er

h
a
p
s,

L
iz

zy
co

u
ld

te
ll

u
s

w
h
a
t

re
la

ti
o
n
s

h
e

h
a
s

n
o
w

li
v
in

g
,
b
et

te
r

th
a
n

a
n
y

o
th

er
p
er

so
n
.”

E
li
za

b
et

h
w

a
s

a
t

n
o

lo
ss

to
u
n
d
er

st
a
n
d

fr
o
m

w
h
en

ce
th

is
d
ef

er
en

ce
to

h
er

a
u
th

o
ri

ty
p
ro

ce
ed

ed
;

b
u
t

it
w

a
s

n
o
t

in
h
er

p
o
w

er
to

g
iv

e
a
n
y

in
-

fo
rm

a
ti

o
n

o
f

so
sa

ti
sf

a
ct

o
ry

a
n
a
tu

re
a
s

th
e

co
m

p
li
m

en
t

d
es

er
v
ed

.
S
h
e

h
a
d

n
ev

er
h
ea

rd
o
f

h
is

h
a
v
in

g
h
a
d

a
n
y

re
la

ti
o
n
s,

ex
ce

p
t

a
fa

th
er

a
n
d

m
o
th

er
,
b
o
th

o
f

w
h
o
m

h
a
d

b
ee

n
d
ea

d
m

a
n
y

y
ea

rs
.

It
w

a
s

p
o
ss

ib
le

,
h
o
w

-
ev

er
,
th

a
t

so
m

e
o
f

h
is

co
m

p
a
n
io

n
s

in
th

e
—

—
sh

ir
e

m
ig

h
t

b
e

a
b
le

to
g
iv

e
m

o
re

in
fo

rm
a
ti

o
n
;

a
n
d

th
o
u
g
h

sh
e

w
a
s

n
o
t

v
er

y
sa

n
g
u
in

e
in

ex
p
ec

ti
n
g

it
,
th

e
a
p
p
li
ca

ti
o
n

w
a
s

a
so

m
et

h
in

g
to

lo
o
k

fo
rw

a
rd

to
.

E
v
er

y
d
a
y

a
t
L

o
n
g
b
o
u
rn

w
a
s

n
o
w

a
d
a
y

o
f

a
n
x
ie

ty
;
b
u
t

th
e

m
o
st

a
n
x
-

io
u
s

p
a
rt

o
f

ea
ch

w
a
s

w
h
en

th
e

p
o
st

w
a
s

ex
p
ec

te
d
.

T
h
e

a
rr

iv
a
l
o
f

le
tt

er
s

w
a
s

th
e

g
ra

n
d

o
b
je

ct
o
f

ev
er

y
m

o
rn

in
g
’s

im
p
a
ti

en
ce

.
T

h
ro

u
g
h

le
tt

er
s,

w
h
a
te

v
er

o
f

g
o
o
d

o
r

b
a
d

w
a
s

to
b
e

to
ld

w
o
u
ld

b
e

co
m

m
u
n
ic

a
te

d
,

a
n
d

2
1
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J
A

N
E

A
U

S
T

E
N

ev
ery

su
cceed

in
g

d
a
y

w
a
s

ex
p
ected

to
b
rin

g
so

m
e

n
ew

s
o
f

im
p
o
rta

n
ce.

B
u
t

b
efo

re
th

ey
h
ea

rd
a
g
a
in

fro
m

M
r.

G
a
rd

in
er,

a
letter

a
rriv

ed
fo

r
th

eir
fa

th
er,

fro
m

a
d
ifferen

t
q
u
a
rter,

fro
m

M
r.

C
o
llin

s;
w

h
ich

,
a
s

Ja
n
e

h
a
d

receiv
ed

d
irectio

n
s

to
o
p
en

a
ll

th
a
t

ca
m

e
fo

r
h
im

in
h
is

a
b
sen

ce,
sh

e
a
cco

rd
in

g
ly

rea
d
;

a
n
d

E
liza

b
eth

,
w

h
o

k
n
ew

w
h
a
t

cu
rio

sities
h
is

letters
a
lw

a
y
s

w
ere,

lo
o
k
ed

o
v
er

h
er,

a
n
d

rea
d

it
lik

ew
ise.

It
w

a
s

a
s

fo
llo

w
s:

“
M

y
d
ea

r
sir,

“
I

feel
m

y
self

ca
lled

u
p
o
n
,

b
y

o
u
r

rela
tio

n
sh

ip
,

a
n
d

m
y

situ
a
tio

n
in

life,
to

co
n
d
o
le

w
ith

y
o
u

o
n

th
e

g
riev

o
u
s

a
ffl

ictio
n

y
o
u

a
re

n
o
w

su
fferin

g
u
n
d
er,

o
f

w
h
ich

w
e

w
ere

y
esterd

a
y

in
fo

rm
ed

b
y

a
letter

fro
m

H
ertfo

rd
-

sh
ire.

B
e

a
ssu

red
,

m
y

d
ea

r
sir,

th
a
t

M
rs.

C
o
llin

s
a
n
d

m
y
self

sin
cerely

sy
m

p
a
th

ise
w

ith
y
o
u

a
n
d

a
ll

y
o
u
r

resp
ecta

b
le

fa
m

ily,
in

y
o
u
r

p
resen

t
d
istress,

w
h
ich

m
u
st

b
e

o
f

th
e

b
itterest

k
in

d
,

b
eca

u
se

p
ro

ceed
in

g
fro

m
a

ca
u
se

w
h
ich

n
o

tim
e

ca
n

rem
o
v
e.

N
o

a
rg

u
m

en
ts

sh
a
ll

b
e

w
a
n
tin

g
o
n

m
y

p
a
rt

th
a
t

ca
n

a
llev

ia
te

so
sev

ere
a

m
isfo

rtu
n
e—

o
r

th
a
t

m
a
y

co
m

fo
rt

y
o
u
,

u
n
d
er

a
circu

m
sta

n
ce

th
a
t

m
u
st

b
e

o
f

a
ll

o
th

ers
th

e
m

o
st

a
ffl

ict-
in

g
to

a
p
a
ren

t’s
m

in
d
.

T
h
e

d
ea

th
o
f

y
o
u
r

d
a
u
g
h
ter

w
o
u
ld

h
a
v
e

b
een

a
b
lessin

g
in

co
m

p
a
riso

n
o
f

th
is.

A
n
d

it
is

th
e

m
o
re

to
b
e

la
m

en
ted

,
b
e-

ca
u
se

th
ere

is
rea

so
n

to
su

p
p
o
se

a
s

m
y

d
ea

r
C

h
a
rlo

tte
in

fo
rm

s
m

e,
th

a
t

th
is

licen
tio

u
sn

ess
o
f

b
eh

a
v
io

u
r

in
y
o
u
r

d
a
u
g
h
ter

h
a
s

p
ro

ceed
ed

fro
m

a
fa

u
lty

d
eg

ree
o
f

in
d
u
lg

en
ce;

th
o
u
g
h
,

a
t

th
e

sa
m

e
tim

e,
fo

r
th

e
co

n
so

la
-

tio
n

o
f

y
o
u
rself

a
n
d

M
rs.

B
en

n
et,

I
a
m

in
clin

ed
to

th
in

k
th

a
t

h
er

o
w

n
d
isp

o
sitio

n
m

u
st

b
e

n
a
tu

ra
lly

b
a
d
,
o
r

sh
e

co
u
ld

n
o
t

b
e

g
u
ilty

o
f

su
ch

a
n

en
o
rm

ity,
a
t
so

ea
rly

a
n

a
g
e.

H
o
w

so
ev

er
th

a
t
m

a
y

b
e,

y
o
u

a
re

g
riev

o
u
sly

to
b
e

p
itied

;
in

w
h
ich

o
p
in

io
n

I
a
m

n
o
t

o
n
ly

jo
in

ed
b
y

M
rs.

C
o
llin

s,
b
u
t

lik
ew

ise
b
y

L
a
d
y

C
a
th

erin
e

a
n
d

h
er

d
a
u
g
h
ter,

to
w

h
o
m

I
h
a
v
e

rela
ted

th
e

a
ffa

ir.
T

h
ey

a
g
ree

w
ith

m
e

in
a
p
p
reh

en
d
in

g
th

a
t

th
is

fa
lse

step
in

o
n
e

d
a
u
g
h
ter

w
ill

b
e

in
ju

rio
u
s

to
th

e
fo

rtu
n
es

o
f

a
ll

th
e

o
th

ers;
fo

r
w

h
o
,

a
s

L
a
d
y

C
a
th

erin
e

h
erself

co
n
d
escen

d
in

g
ly

sa
y
s,

w
ill

co
n
n
ect

th
em

selv
es

w
ith

su
ch

a
fa

m
ily

?
A

n
d

th
is

co
n
sid

era
tio

n
lea

d
s

m
e

m
o
reo

v
er

to
refl

ect,
w

ith
a
u
g
m

en
ted

sa
tisfa

ctio
n
,

o
n

a
certa

in
ev

en
t

o
f

la
st

N
o
v
em

b
er;

fo
r

h
a
d

it
b
een

o
th

erw
ise,

I
m

u
st

h
a
v
e

b
een

in
v
o
lv

ed
in

a
ll

y
o
u
r

so
rro

w
a
n
d

d
isg

ra
ce.

L
et

m
e

th
en

a
d
v
ise

y
o
u
,

d
ea

r
sir,

to
co

n
so

le
y
o
u
rself

a
s

m
u
ch

a
s

p
o
ssib

le,
to

th
ro

w
o
ff

y
o
u
r

u
n
w

o
rth

y
ch

ild
fro

m
y
o
u
r

a
ffectio

n
fo

r
ev

er,
a
n
d

lea
v
e

h
er

to
rea

p
th

e
fru

its
o
f

h
er

o
w

n
h
ein

o
u
s

o
ffen

se.

“
I

a
m

,
d
ea

r
sir,

etc.,
etc.”

2
1
4

P
R

I
D

E
A

N
D

P
R

E
J

U
D

I
C

E

M
r.

G
a
rd

in
er

d
id

n
o
t

w
rite

a
g
a
in

till
h
e

h
a
d

receiv
ed

a
n

a
n
sw

er
fro

m
C

o
lo

n
el

F
o
rster;

a
n
d

th
en

h
e

h
a
d

n
o
th

in
g

o
f

a
p
lea

sa
n
t

n
a
tu

re
to

sen
d
.

It
w

a
s

n
o
t

k
n
o
w

n
th

a
t

W
ick

h
a
m

h
a
d

a
sin

g
le

rela
tio

n
sh

ip
w

ith
w

h
o
m

h
e

k
ep

t
u
p

a
n
y

co
n
n
ectio

n
,

a
n
d

it
w

a
s

certa
in

th
a
t

h
e

h
a
d

n
o

n
ea

r
o
n
e

liv
in

g
.

H
is

fo
rm

er
a
cq

u
a
in

ta
n
ces

h
a
d

b
een

n
u
m

ero
u
s;

b
u
t

sin
ce

h
e

h
a
d

b
een

in
th

e
m

ilitia
,

it
d
id

n
o
t

a
p
p
ea

r
th

a
t

h
e

w
a
s

o
n

term
s

o
f

p
a
rticu

la
r

frien
d
sh

ip
w

ith
a
n
y

o
f

th
em

.
T

h
ere

w
a
s

n
o

o
n
e,

th
erefo

re,
w

h
o

co
u
ld

b
e

p
o
in

ted
o
u
t

a
s

lik
ely

to
g
iv

e
a
n
y

n
ew

s
o
f

h
im

.
A

n
d

in
th

e
w

retch
ed

sta
te

o
f

h
is

o
w

n
fi
n
a
n
ces,

th
ere

w
a
s

a
v
ery

p
o
w

erfu
l

m
o
tiv

e
fo

r
secrecy,

in
a
d
d
itio

n
to

h
is

fea
r

o
f
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r

m
a
st

er
fr

o
m

M
r.

G
a
rd

in
er

?
H

e
h
a
s

b
ee

n
h
er

e
th

is
h
a
lf

-h
o
u
r,

a
n
d

m
a
st

er
h
a
s

h
a
d

a
le

tt
er

.”
A

w
a
y

ra
n

th
e

g
ir

ls
,
to

o
ea

g
er

to
g
et

in
to

h
a
v
e

ti
m

e
fo

r
sp

ee
ch

.
T

h
ey

ra
n

th
ro

u
g
h

th
e

v
es

ti
b
u
le

in
to

th
e

b
re

a
k
fa

st
-r

o
o
m

;
fr

o
m

th
en

ce
to

th
e

li
b
ra

ry
;
th

ei
r

fa
th

er
w

a
s

in
n
ei

th
er

;
a
n
d

th
ey

w
er

e
o
n

th
e

p
o
in

t
o
f
se

ek
in

g
h
im

u
p
st

a
ir

s
w

it
h

th
ei

r
m

o
th

er
,

w
h
en

th
ey

w
er

e
m

et
b
y

th
e

b
u
tl

er
,

w
h
o

sa
id

: “
If

y
o
u

a
re

lo
o
k
in

g
fo

r
m

y
m

a
st

er
,
m

a
’a

m
,
h
e

is
w

a
lk

in
g

to
w

a
rd

s
th

e
li
tt

le
co

p
se

.”
U

p
o
n

th
is

in
fo

rm
a
ti

o
n
,

th
ey

in
st

a
n
tl

y
p
a
ss

ed
th

ro
u
g
h

th
e

h
a
ll

o
n
ce

m
o
re

,
a
n
d

ra
n

a
cr

o
ss

th
e

la
w

n
a
ft

er
th

ei
r

fa
th

er
,

w
h
o

w
a
s

d
el

ib
er

a
te

ly
p
u
rs

u
in

g
h
is

w
a
y

to
w

a
rd

s
a

sm
a
ll

w
o
o
d

o
n

o
n
e

si
d
e

o
f

th
e

p
a
d
d
o
ck

.
Ja

n
e,

w
h
o

w
a
s

n
o
t

so
li
g
h
t

n
o
r

so
m

u
ch

in
th

e
h
a
b
it

o
f

ru
n
n
in

g
a
s

E
li
za

b
et

h
,
so

o
n

la
g
g
ed

b
eh

in
d
,
w

h
il
e

h
er

si
st

er
,
p
a
n
ti

n
g

fo
r

b
re

a
th

,
ca

m
e
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J
A

N
E

A
U

S
T

E
N

u
p

w
ith

h
im

,
a
n
d

ea
g
erly

cried
o
u
t:

“
O

h
,

p
a
p
a
,

w
h
a
t

n
ew

s—
w

h
a
t

n
ew

s?
H

a
v
e

y
o
u

h
ea

rd
fro

m
m

y
u
n
-

cle?”“
Y

es
I

h
a
v
e

h
a
d

a
letter

fro
m

h
im

b
y

ex
p
ress.”

“
W

ell,
a
n
d

w
h
a
t

n
ew

s
d
o
es

it
b
rin

g
—

g
o
o
d

o
r

b
a
d
?”

“
W

h
a
t

is
th

ere
o
f

g
o
o
d

to
b
e

ex
p
ected

?”
sa

id
h
e,

ta
k
in

g
th

e
letter

fro
m

h
is

p
o
ck

et.
“
B

u
t

p
erh

a
p
s

y
o
u

w
o
u
ld

lik
e

to
rea

d
it.”

E
liza

b
eth

im
p
a
tien

tly
ca

u
g
h
t

it
fro

m
h
is

h
a
n
d
.

Ja
n
e

n
o
w

ca
m

e
u
p
.

“
R

ea
d

it
a
lo

u
d
,”

sa
id

th
eir

fa
th

er,
“
fo

r
I

h
a
rd

ly
k
n
o
w

m
y
self

w
h
a
t

it
is

a
b
o
u
t.”

“
G

ra
cech

u
rch

S
treet,

M
o
n
d
a
y,

A
u
g
u
st

2
.

“
M

y
d
ea

r
b
ro

th
er,

“
A

t
la

st
I

a
m

a
b
le

to
sen

d
y
o
u

so
m

e
tid

in
g
s

o
f

m
y

n
iece,

a
n
d

su
ch

a
s,

u
p
o
n

th
e

w
h
o
le,

I
h
o
p
e

it
w

ill
g
iv

e
y
o
u

sa
tisfa

ctio
n
.

S
o
o
n

a
fter

y
o
u

left
m

e
o
n

S
a
tu

rd
a
y,

I
w

a
s

fo
rtu

n
a
te

en
o
u
g
h

to
fi
n
d

o
u
t

in
w

h
a
t

p
a
rt

o
f

L
o
n
d
o
n

th
ey

w
ere.

T
h
e

p
a
rticu

la
rs

I
reserv

e
till

w
e

m
eet;

it
is

en
o
u
g
h

to
k
n
o
w

th
ey

a
re

d
isco

v
ered

.
I

h
a
v
e

seen
th

em
b
o
th

—
”

“
T

h
en

it
is

a
s

I
a
lw

a
y
s

h
o
p
ed

,”
cried

Ja
n
e;

“
th

ey
a
re

m
a
rried

!”
E

liza
b
eth

rea
d

o
n
:

“
I

h
a
v
e

seen
th

em
b
o
th

.
T

h
ey

a
re

n
o
t

m
a
rried

,
n
o
r

ca
n

I
fi
n
d

th
ere

w
a
s

a
n
y

in
ten

tio
n

o
f

b
ein

g
so

;
b
u
t

if
y
o
u

a
re

w
illin

g
to

p
erfo

rm
th

e
en

g
a
g
em

en
ts

w
h
ich

I
h
a
v
e

v
en

tu
red

to
m

a
k
e

o
n

y
o
u
r

sid
e,

I
h
o
p
e

it
w

ill
n
o
t

b
e

lo
n
g

b
efo

re
th

ey
a
re.

A
ll

th
a
t

is
req

u
ired

o
f

y
o
u

is,
to

a
ssu

re
to

y
o
u
r

d
a
u
g
h
ter,

b
y

settlem
en

t,
h
er

eq
u
a
l

sh
a
re

o
f

th
e

fi
v
e

th
o
u
sa

n
d

p
o
u
n
d
s

secu
red

a
m

o
n
g

y
o
u
r

ch
ild

ren
a
fter

th
e

d
ecea

se
o
f

y
o
u
rself

a
n
d

m
y

sister;
a
n
d
,

m
o
reo

v
er,

to
en

ter
in

to
a
n

en
g
a
g
em

en
t

o
f

a
llo

w
in

g
h
er,

d
u
rin

g
y
o
u
r

life,
o
n
e

h
u
n
d
red

p
o
u
n
d
s

p
er

a
n
n
u
m

.
T

h
ese

a
re

co
n
d
itio

n
s

w
h
ich

,
co

n
sid

erin
g

ev
ery

th
in

g
,
I

h
a
d

n
o

h
esita

tio
n

in
co

m
p
ly

in
g

w
ith

,
a
s

fa
r

a
s

I
th

o
u
g
h
t

m
y
self

p
riv

ileg
ed

,
fo

r
y
o
u
.

I
sh

a
ll

sen
d

th
is

b
y

ex
p
ress,

th
a
t

n
o

tim
e

m
a
y

b
e

lo
st

in
b
rin

g
in

g
m

e
y
o
u
r

a
n
sw

er.
Y

o
u

w
ill

ea
sily

co
m

p
reh

en
d
,

fro
m

th
ese

p
a
rticu

la
rs,

th
a
t

M
r.

W
ick

h
a
m

’s
circu

m
sta

n
ces

a
re

n
o
t

so
h
o
p
eless

a
s

th
ey

a
re

g
en

era
lly

b
eliev

ed
to

b
e.

T
h
e

w
o
rld

h
a
s

b
een

d
eceiv

ed
in

th
a
t

resp
ect;

a
n
d

I
a
m

h
a
p
p
y

to
sa

y
th

ere
w

ill
b
e

so
m

e
little

m
o
n
ey,

ev
en

w
h
en

a
llh

is
d
eb

ts
a
re

d
isch

a
rg

ed
,
to

settle
o
n

m
y

n
iece,

in
a
d
d
itio

n
to

h
er

o
w

n
fo

rtu
n
e.

If,
a
s

I
co

n
clu

d
e

w
ill

b
e

th
e

ca
se,

y
o
u

2
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D

P
R

E
J

U
D

I
C

E

sen
d

m
e

fu
ll

p
o
w

ers
to

a
ct

in
y
o
u
r

n
a
m

e
th

ro
u
g
h
o
u
t

th
e

w
h
o
le

o
f

th
is

b
u
sin

ess,
I

w
ill

im
m

ed
ia

tely
g
iv

e
d
irectio

n
s

to
H

a
g
g
ersto

n
fo

r
p
rep

a
rin

g
a

p
ro

p
er

settlem
en

t.
T

h
ere

w
ill

n
o
t

b
e

th
e

sm
a
llest

o
cca

sio
n

fo
r

y
o
u
r

co
m

in
g

to
to

w
n

a
g
a
in

;
th

erefo
re

sta
y

q
u
iet

a
t

L
o
n
g
b
o
u
rn

,
a
n
d

d
ep

en
d

o
n

m
y

d
ilig

en
ce

a
n
d

ca
re.

S
en

d
b
a
ck

y
o
u
r

a
n
sw

er
a
s

fa
st

a
s

y
o
u

ca
n
,

a
n
d

b
e

ca
refu

l
to

w
rite

ex
p
licitly.

W
e

h
a
v
e

ju
d
g
ed

it
b
est

th
a
t

m
y

n
iece

sh
o
u
ld

b
e

m
a
rried

fro
m

th
is

h
o
u
se,

o
f

w
h
ich

I
h
o
p
e

y
o
u

w
ill

a
p
p
ro

v
e.

S
h
e

co
m

es
to

u
s

to
-d

a
y.

I
sh

a
ll

w
rite

a
g
a
in

a
s

so
o
n

a
s

a
n
y
th

in
g

m
o
re

is
d
eterm

in
ed

o
n
.

Y
o
u
rs,

etc.,

“
E

d
w

.
G

a
rd

in
er.”

“
Is

it
p
o
ssib

le?”
cried

E
liza

b
eth

,
w

h
en

sh
e

h
a
d

fi
n
ish

ed
.

“
C

a
n

it
b
e

p
o
ssib

le
th

a
t

h
e

w
ill

m
a
rry

h
er?”

“
W

ick
h
a
m

is
n
o
t

so
u
n
d
eserv

in
g
,
th

en
,
a
s

w
e

th
o
u
g
h
t

h
im

,”
sa

id
h
er

sister.
“
M

y
d
ea

r
fa

th
er,

I
co

n
g
ra

tu
la

te
y
o
u
.”

“
A

n
d

h
a
v
e

y
o
u

a
n
sw

ered
th

e
letter?”

cried
E

liza
b
eth

.
“
N

o
;
b
u
t

it
m

u
st

b
e

d
o
n
e

so
o
n
.”

M
o
st

ea
rn

estly
d
id

sh
e

th
en

en
trea

ty
h
im

to
lo

se
n
o

m
o
re

tim
e

b
efo

re
h
e

w
ro

te.
“
O

h
!

m
y

d
ea

r
fa

th
er,”

sh
e

cried
,
“
co

m
e

b
a
ck

a
n
d

w
rite

im
m

ed
ia

tely.
C

o
n
sid

er
h
o
w

im
p
o
rta

n
t

ev
ery

m
o
m

en
t

is
in

su
ch

a
ca

se.”
“
L

et
m

e
w

rite
fo

r
y
o
u
,”

sa
id

Ja
n
e,

“
if

y
o
u

d
islik

e
th

e
tro

u
b
le

y
o
u
r-

self.”“
I

d
islik

e
it

v
ery

m
u
ch

,”
h
e

rep
lied

;
“
b
u
t

it
m

u
st

b
e

d
o
n
e.”

A
n
d

so
sa

y
in

g
,

h
e

tu
rn

ed
b
a
ck

w
ith

th
em

,
a
n
d

w
a
lk

ed
to

w
a
rd

s
th

e
h
o
u
se.
“
A

n
d

m
a
y

I
a
sk

—
”

sa
id

E
liza

b
eth

;
“
b
u
t

th
e

term
s,

I
su

p
p
o
se,

m
u
st

b
e

co
m

p
lied

w
ith

.”
“
C

o
m

p
lied

w
ith

!
I

a
m

o
n
ly

a
sh

a
m

ed
o
f

h
is

a
sk

in
g

so
little.”

“
A

n
d

th
ey

m
u
st

m
a
rry

!
Y

et
h
e

is
su

ch
a

m
a
n
!”

“
Y

es,
y
es,

th
ey

m
u
st

m
a
rry.

T
h
ere

is
n
o
th

in
g

else
to

b
e

d
o
n
e.

B
u
t

th
ere

a
re

tw
o

th
in

g
s

th
a
t

I
w

a
n
t

v
ery

m
u
ch

to
k
n
o
w

;
o
n
e

is,
h
o
w

m
u
ch

m
o
n
ey

y
o
u
r

u
n
cle

h
a
s

la
id

d
o
w

n
to

b
rin

g
it

a
b
o
u
t;

a
n
d

th
e

o
th

er,
h
o
w

a
m

I
ev

er
to

p
a
y

h
im

.”
“
M

o
n
ey

!
M

y
u
n
cle!”

cried
Ja

n
e,

“
w

h
a
t

d
o

y
o
u

m
ea

n
,
sir?”

“
I

m
ea

n
,

th
a
t

n
o

m
a
n

in
h
is

sen
ses

w
o
u
ld

m
a
rry

L
y
d
ia

o
n

so
slig

h
t

a
tem

p
ta

tio
n

a
s

o
n
e

h
u
n
d
red

a
y
ea

r
d
u
rin

g
m

y
life,

a
n
d

fi
fty

a
fter

I
a
m

g
o
n
e.”
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J
A

N
E

A
U

S
T

E
N

ti
o
n
a
te

sp
ee

d
th

ro
u
g
h

th
e

n
ei

g
h
b
o
u
rh

o
o
d
.

It
w

a
s

b
o
rn

e
in

th
e

la
tt

er
w

it
h

d
ec

en
t

p
h
il
o
so

p
h
y.

T
o

b
e

su
re

,
it

w
o
u
ld

h
a
v
e

b
ee

n
m

o
re

fo
r

th
e

a
d
v
a
n
ta

g
e

o
f

co
n
v
er

sa
ti

o
n

h
a
d

M
is

s
L
y
d
ia

B
en

n
et

co
m

e
u
p
o
n

th
e

to
w

n
;

o
r,

a
s

th
e

h
a
p
p
ie

st
a
lt

er
n
a
ti

v
e,

b
ee

n
se

cl
u
d
ed

fr
o
m

th
e

w
o
rl

d
,

in
so

m
e

d
is

ta
n
t

fa
rm

h
o
u
se

.
B

u
t

th
er

e
w

a
s

m
u
ch

to
b
e

ta
lk

ed
o
f

in
m

a
rr

y
in

g
h
er

;
a
n
d

th
e

g
o
o
d
-n

a
tu

re
d

w
is

h
es

fo
r

h
er

w
el

l-
d
o
in

g
w

h
ic

h
h
a
d

p
ro

ce
ed

ed
b
ef

o
re

fr
o
m

a
ll

th
e

sp
it

ef
u
l
o
ld

la
d
ie

s
in

M
er

y
to

n
lo

st
b
u
t

a
li
tt

le
o
f

th
ei

r
sp

ir
it

in
th

is
ch

a
n
g
e

o
f

ci
rc

u
m

st
a
n
ce

s,
b
ec

a
u
se

w
it

h
su

ch
a
n

h
u
sb

a
n
d

h
er

m
is

er
y

w
a
s

co
n
si

d
er

ed
ce

rt
a
in

.
It

w
a
s

a
fo

rt
n
ig

h
t

si
n
ce

M
rs

.
B

en
n
et

h
a
d

b
ee

n
d
o
w

n
st

a
ir

s;
b
u
t

o
n

th
is

h
a
p
p
y

d
a
y

sh
e

a
g
a
in

to
o
k

h
er

se
a
t

a
t

th
e

h
ea

d
o
f

h
er

ta
b
le

,
a
n
d

in
sp

ir
it

s
o
p
p
re

ss
iv

el
y

h
ig

h
.

N
o

se
n
ti

m
en

t
o
f

sh
a
m

e
g
a
v
e

a
d
a
m

p
to

h
er

tr
iu

m
p
h
.

T
h
e

m
a
rr

ia
g
e

o
f

a
d
a
u
g
h
te

r,
w

h
ic

h
h
a
d

b
ee

n
th

e
fi
rs

t
o
b
je

ct
o
f

h
er

w
is

h
es

si
n
ce

Ja
n
e

w
a
s

si
x
te

en
,

w
a
s

n
o
w

o
n

th
e

p
o
in

t
o
f

a
cc

o
m

p
li
sh

-
m

en
t,

a
n
d

h
er

th
o
u
g
h
ts

a
n
d

h
er

w
o
rd

s
ra

n
w

h
o
ll
y

o
n

th
o
se

a
tt

en
d
a
n
ts

o
f

el
eg

a
n
t

n
u
p
ti

a
ls

,
fi
n
e

m
u
sl

in
s,

n
ew

ca
rr

ia
g
es

,
a
n
d

se
rv

a
n
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ll

I
ca

m
e

b
a
ck

a
g
a
in

!
th

o
u
g
h
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I
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o
p
in

g
a
n
d

li
v
in

g
w

it
h

W
ic

k
h
a
m

a
fo

rt
n
ig

h
t

b
ef

o
re

th
ey

to
o
k

p
la

ce
.

E
li
za

b
et

h
w

a
s

n
o
w

m
o
st

h
ea

rt
il
y

so
rr

y
th

a
t
sh

e
h
a
d
,
fr

o
m

th
e

d
is

tr
es

s
o
f

th
e

m
o
m

en
t,

b
ee

n
le

d
to

m
a
k
e

M
r.

D
a
rc

y
a
cq

u
a
in

te
d

w
it

h
th

ei
r

fe
a
rs

fo
r

h
er

si
st

er
;
fo

r
si

n
ce

h
er

m
a
rr

ia
g
e

w
o
u
ld

so
sh

o
rt

ly
g
iv

e
th

e
p
ro

p
er

te
r-

m
in

a
ti

o
n

to
th

e
el

o
p
em

en
t,

th
ey

m
ig

h
t

h
o
p
e

to
co

n
ce

a
l
it

s
u
n
fa

v
o
u
ra

b
le

b
eg

in
n
in

g
fr

o
m

a
ll

th
o
se

w
h
o

w
er

e
n
o
t

im
m

ed
ia

te
ly

o
n

th
e

sp
o
t.

S
h
e

h
a
d

n
o

fe
a
r

o
f

it
s

sp
re

a
d
in

g
fa

rt
h
er

th
ro

u
g
h

h
is

m
ea

n
s.

T
h
er

e
w

er
e

fe
w

p
eo

p
le

o
n

w
h
o
se

se
cr

ec
y

sh
e

w
o
u
ld

h
a
v
e

m
o
re

co
n
fi
d
en

tl
y

d
ep

en
d
ed

;
b
u
t,

a
t

th
e

sa
m

e
ti

m
e,

th
er

e
w

a
s

n
o

o
n
e

w
h
o
se

k
n
o
w

le
d
g
e

o
f

a
si

st
er

’s
fr

a
il
ty

w
o
u
ld

h
a
v
e

m
o
rt

ifi
ed

h
er

so
m

u
ch

—
n
o
t,

h
o
w

ev
er

,
fr

o
m

a
n
y

fe
a
r

o
f

d
is

a
d
v
a
n
ta

g
e

fr
o
m

it
in

d
iv

id
u
a
ll
y

to
h
er

se
lf

,
fo

r,
a
t

a
n
y

ra
te

,
th

er
e

se
em

ed
a

g
u
lf

im
p
a
ss

a
b
le

b
et

w
ee

n
th

em
.

H
a
d

L
y
d
ia

’s
m

a
rr

ia
g
e

b
ee

n
co

n
cl

u
d
ed

o
n

th
e

m
o
st

h
o
n
o
u
ra

b
le

te
rm

s,
it

w
a
s

n
o
t
to

b
e

su
p
p
o
se

d
th

a
t

M
r.

D
a
rc

y
w

o
u
ld

co
n
n
ec

t
h
im

se
lf

w
it

h
a

fa
m

il
y

w
h
er

e,
to

ev
er

y
o
th

er
o
b
je

ct
io

n
,
w

o
u
ld

n
o
w

b
e

a
d
d
ed

a
n

a
ll
ia

n
ce

a
n
d

re
la

ti
o
n
sh

ip
o
f

th
e

n
ea

re
st

k
in

d
w

it
h

a
m

a
n

w
h
o
m

h
e

so
ju

st
ly

sc
o
rn

ed
.

F
ro

m
su

ch
a

co
n
n
ec

ti
o
n

sh
e

co
u
ld

n
o
t

w
o
n
d
er

th
a
t

h
e

w
o
u
ld

sh
ri

n
k
.

T
h
e

w
is

h
o
f

p
ro

cu
ri

n
g

h
er

re
g
a
rd

,
w

h
ic

h
sh

e
h
a
d

a
ss

u
re

d
h
er

se
lf

o
f

h
is

fe
el

in
g

in
D

er
b
y
sh

ir
e,

co
u
ld

n
o
t

in
ra

ti
o
n
a
l

ex
p
ec

ta
ti

o
n

su
rv

iv
e

su
ch

a
b
lo

w
a
s

th
is

.
S
h
e

w
a
s

h
u
m

b
le

d
,

sh
e

w
a
s

g
ri

ev
ed

;
sh

e
re

p
en

te
d
,

th
o
u
g
h

sh
e

h
a
rd

ly
k
n
ew

o
f

w
h
a
t.

S
h
e

b
ec

a
m

e
je

a
lo

u
s

o
f

h
is

es
te

em
,

w
h
en

sh
e

co
u
ld

n
o

lo
n
g
er

h
o
p
e

to
b
e

b
en

efi
te

d
b
y

it
.

S
h
e

w
a
n
te

d
to

h
ea

r
o
f

h
im

,
w

h
en

th
er

e
se

em
ed

th
e

le
a
st

ch
a
n
ce

o
f

g
a
in

in
g

in
te

ll
ig

en
ce

.
S
h
e

w
a
s

co
n
v
in

ce
d

th
a
t

sh
e

co
u
ld

h
a
v
e

b
ee

n
h
a
p
p
y

w
it

h
h
im

,
w

h
en

it
w

a
s

n
o

lo
n
g
er

li
k
el

y
th

ey
sh

o
u
ld

m
ee

t.
W

h
a
t

a
tr

iu
m

p
h

fo
r

h
im

,
a
s

sh
e

o
ft

en
th

o
u
g
h
t,

co
u
ld

h
e

k
n
o
w

th
a
t

th
e

p
ro

p
o
sa

ls
w

h
ic

h
sh

e
h
a
d

p
ro

u
d
ly

sp
u
rn

ed
o
n
ly

fo
u
r

m
o
n
th

s
a
g
o
,

w
o
u
ld

n
o
w

h
a
v
e

b
ee

n
m

o
st

g
la

d
ly

a
n
d

g
ra

te
fu

ll
y

re
ce

iv
ed

!
H

e
w

a
s

a
s

g
en

er
o
u
s,

sh
e

d
o
u
b
te

d
n
o
t,

a
s

th
e

m
o
st

g
en

er
o
u
s

o
f

h
is

se
x
;

b
u
t

w
h
il
e

h
e

w
a
s

m
o
rt

a
l,

th
er

e
m

u
st

b
e

a
tr

iu
m

p
h
.

S
h
e

b
eg

a
n

n
o
w

to
co

m
p
re

h
en

d
th

a
t

h
e

w
a
s

ex
a
ct

ly
th

e
m

a
n

w
h
o
,

in
d
is

p
o
si

ti
o
n

a
n
d

ta
le

n
ts

,
w

o
u
ld

m
o
st

su
it

h
er

.
H

is
u
n
d
er

st
a
n
d
in

g
a
n
d

te
m

p
er

,
th

o
u
g
h

u
n
li
k
e

h
er

o
w

n
,

w
o
u
ld

h
a
v
e

a
n
sw

er
ed

a
ll

h
er

w
is

h
es

.
It

w
a
s

a
n

u
n
io

n
th

a
t

m
u
st

h
a
v
e

b
ee

n
to

th
e

a
d
v
a
n
ta

g
e

o
f

b
o
th

;
b
y

h
er

ea
se

a
n
d

li
v
el

in
es

s,
h
is

m
in

d
m

ig
h
t

h
a
v
e

b
ee

n
so

ft
en

ed
,

h
is

m
a
n
n
er

s
im

p
ro

v
ed

;
a
n
d

fr
o
m

h
is

ju
d
g
em

en
t,

in
fo

rm
a
ti

o
n
,

a
n
d

k
n
o
w

le
d
g
e

o
f

th
e

w
o
rl

d
,
sh

e
m

u
st

h
a
v
e

re
ce

iv
ed

b
en

efi
t

o
f

g
re

a
te

r
im

p
o
rt

a
n
ce

.
B

u
t
n
o

su
ch

h
a
p
p
y

m
a
rr

ia
g
e

co
u
ld

n
o
w

te
a
ch

th
e

a
d
m

ir
in

g
m

u
lt

it
u
d
e

w
h
a
t
co

n
n
u
b
ia

l
fe

li
ci

ty
re

a
ll
y

w
a
s.

A
n

u
n
io

n
o
f
a

d
if

fe
re

n
t
te

n
d
en

cy
,
a
n
d
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reclu

d
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o
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o
f

th
e

o
th

er,
w

a
s

so
o
n

to
b
e
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rm

ed
in

th
eir

fa
m

ily.
H

o
w

W
ick

h
a
m

a
n
d

L
y
d
ia

w
ere

to
b
e

su
p
p
o
rted

in
to

lera
b
le

in
d
ep

en
-

d
en

ce,
sh

e
co

u
ld

n
o
t

im
a
g
in

e.
B

u
t

h
o
w

little
o
f

p
erm

a
n
en

t
h
a
p
p
in

ess
co

u
ld

b
elo

n
g

to
a

co
u
p
le

w
h
o

w
ere

o
n
ly

b
ro

u
g
h
t

to
g
eth

er
b
eca

u
se

th
eir

p
a
ssio

n
s

w
ere

stro
n
g
er

th
a
n

th
eir

v
irtu

e,
sh

e
co

u
ld

ea
sily

co
n
jectu

re.

*
*

*
*

*

M
r.

G
a
rd

in
er

so
o
n

w
ro

te
a
g
a
in

to
h
is

b
ro

th
er.

T
o

M
r.

B
en

n
et’s

a
c-

k
n
o
w

led
g
m

en
ts

h
e

b
riefl

y
rep

lied
,

w
ith

a
ssu

ra
n
ce

o
f

h
is

ea
g
ern

ess
to

p
ro

m
o
te

th
e

w
elfa

re
o
f

a
n
y

o
f

h
is

fa
m

ily
;
a
n
d

co
n
clu

d
ed

w
ith

en
trea

ties
th

a
t

th
e

su
b
ject

m
ig

h
t

n
ev

er
b
e

m
en

tio
n
ed

to
h
im

a
g
a
in

.
T

h
e

p
rin

cip
a
l

p
u
rp

o
rt

o
f

h
is

letter
w

a
s

to
in

fo
rm

th
em

th
a
t
M

r.
W

ick
h
a
m

h
a
d

reso
lv

ed
o
n

q
u
ittin

g
th

e
m

ilitia
.

“
It

w
a
s

g
rea

tly
m

y
w

ish
th

a
t

h
e

sh
o
u
ld

d
o

so
,”

h
e

a
d
d
ed

,
“
a
s

so
o
n

a
s

h
is

m
a
rria

g
e

w
a
s

fi
x
ed

o
n
.

A
n
d

I
th

in
k

y
o
u

w
ill

a
g
ree

w
ith

m
e,

in
co

n
sid

erin
g

th
e

rem
o
v
a
l

fro
m

th
a
t

co
rp

s
a
s

h
ig

h
ly

a
d
v
isa

b
le,

b
o
th

o
n

h
is

a
cco

u
n
t

a
n
d

m
y

n
iece’s.

It
is

M
r.

W
ick

h
a
m

’s
in

ten
tio

n
to

g
o

in
to

th
e

reg
u
la

rs;
a
n
d

a
m

o
n
g

h
is

fo
rm

er
frien

d
s,

th
ere

a
re

still
so

m
e

w
h
o

a
re

a
b
le

a
n
d

w
illin

g
to

a
ssist

h
im

in
th

e
a
rm

y.
H

e
h
a
s

th
e

p
ro

m
ise

o
f

a
n

en
-

sig
n
cy

in
G

en
era

l
—

—
’s

reg
im

en
t,

n
o
w

q
u
a
rtered

in
th

e
N

o
rth

.
It

is
a
n

a
d
v
a
n
ta

g
e

to
h
a
v
e

it
so

fa
r

fro
m

th
is

p
a
rt

o
f

th
e

k
in

g
d
o
m

.
H

e
p
ro

m
ises

fa
irly

;
a
n
d

I
h
o
p
e

a
m

o
n
g

d
ifferen

t
p
eo

p
le,

w
h
ere

th
ey

m
a
y

ea
ch

h
a
v
e

a
ch

a
ra

cter
to

p
reserv

e,
th

ey
w

ill
b
o
th

b
e

m
o
re

p
ru

d
en

t.
I

h
a
v
e

w
ritten

to
C

o
lo

n
el

F
o
rster,

to
in

fo
rm

h
im

o
f

o
u
r

p
resen

t
a
rra

n
g
em

en
ts,

a
n
d

to
req

u
est

th
a
t

h
e

w
ill

sa
tisfy

th
e

v
a
rio

u
s

cred
ito

rs
o
f

M
r.

W
ick

h
a
m

in
a
n
d

n
ea

r
B

rig
h
to

n
,

w
ith

a
ssu

ra
n
ces

o
f

sp
eed

y
p
a
y
m

en
t,

fo
r

w
h
ich

I
h
a
v
e

p
led

g
ed

m
y
self.

A
n
d

w
ill

y
o
u

g
iv

e
y
o
u
rself

th
e

tro
u
b
le

o
f

ca
rry

in
g

sim
-

ila
r

a
ssu

ra
n
ces

to
h
is

cred
ito

rs
in

M
ery

to
n
,

o
f

w
h
o
m

I
sh

a
ll

su
b
jo

in
a

list
a
cco

rd
in

g
to

h
is

in
fo

rm
a
tio

n
?

H
e

h
a
s

g
iv

en
in

a
ll

h
is

d
eb

ts;
I

h
o
p
e

a
t

lea
st

h
e

h
a
s

n
o
t

d
eceiv

ed
u
s.

H
a
g
g
ersto

n
h
a
s

o
u
r

d
irectio

n
s,

a
n
d

a
ll

w
ill

b
e

co
m

p
leted

in
a

w
eek

.
T

h
ey

w
ill

th
en

jo
in

h
is

reg
im

en
t,

u
n
less

th
ey

a
re

fi
rst

in
v
ited

to
L

o
n
g
b
o
u
rn

;
a
n
d

I
u
n
d
ersta

n
d

fro
m

M
rs.

G
a
r-

d
in

er,
th

a
t

m
y

n
iece

is
v
ery

d
esiro

u
s

o
f

seein
g

y
o
u

a
ll

b
efo

re
sh

e
lea

v
es

th
e

S
o
u
th

.
S
h
e

is
w

ell,
a
n
d

b
eg

s
to

b
e

d
u
tifu

lly
rem

em
b
ered

to
y
o
u

a
n
d

y
o
u
r

m
o
th

er.—
Y

o
u
rs,

etc.,

“
E

.
G

a
rd

in
er.”
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B
en
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n
d

h
is

d
a
u
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h
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sa
w

a
ll
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e

a
d
v
a
n
ta

g
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o
f

W
ick

h
a
m

’s
rem

o
v
a
l

fro
m

th
e

—
—

sh
ire

a
s

clea
rly

a
s

M
r.

G
a
rd

in
er

co
u
ld

d
o
.

B
u
t

M
rs.

B
en

n
et

w
a
s

n
o
t

so
w

ell
p
lea

sed
w

ith
it.

L
y
d
ia

’s
b
ein

g
settled

in
th

e
N

o
rth

,
ju

st
w

h
en

sh
e

h
a
d

ex
p
ected

m
o
st

p
lea

su
re

a
n
d

p
rid

e
in

h
er

co
m

p
a
n
y,

fo
r

sh
e

h
a
d

b
y

n
o

m
ea

n
s

g
iv

en
u
p

h
er

p
la

n
o
f

th
eir

resid
in

g
in

H
ertfo

rd
sh

ire,
w

a
s

a
sev

ere
d
isa

p
p
o
in

tm
en

t;
a
n
d
,

b
esid

es,
it

w
a
s

su
ch

a
p
ity

th
a
t

L
y
d
ia

sh
o
u
ld

b
e

ta
k
en

fro
m

a
reg

im
en

t
w

h
ere

sh
e

w
a
s

a
c-

q
u
a
in

ted
w

ith
ev

ery
b
o
d
y,

a
n
d

h
a
d

so
m

a
n
y

fa
v
o
u
rites.

“
S
h
e

is
so

fo
n
d

o
f

M
rs.

F
o
rster,”

sa
id

sh
e,

“
it

w
ill

b
e

q
u
ite

sh
o
ck

in
g

to
sen

d
h
er

a
w

a
y
!

A
n
d

th
ere

a
re

sev
era

l
o
f

th
e

y
o
u
n
g

m
en

,
to

o
,
th

a
t

sh
e

lik
es

v
ery

m
u
ch

.
T

h
e

o
ffi

cers
m

a
y

n
o
t

b
e

so
p
lea

sa
n
t

in
G

en
era

l—
—

’s
reg

im
en

t.”
H

is
d
a
u
g
h
ter’s

req
u
est,

fo
r

su
ch

it
m

ig
h
t

b
e

co
n
sid

ered
,

o
f

b
ein

g
a
d
-

m
itted

in
to

h
er

fa
m

ily
a
g
a
in

b
efo

re
sh

e
set

o
ff

fo
r

th
e

N
o
rth

,
receiv

ed
a
t

fi
rst

a
n

a
b
so

lu
te

n
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v
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b
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b
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b
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b
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b
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b
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b
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b
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b
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a
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b
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b
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b
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b
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b
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h
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d
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p
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h
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b
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p
a
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h
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b
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b
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liza

b
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b
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u
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n
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b
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n
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n
d
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p
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to
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it
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d
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d
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d
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.
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v
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p
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.
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b
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b
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b
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b
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b
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n
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u
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n
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b
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h
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a
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T
o

b
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L
o
n
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b
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ev
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p
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W
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e
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w
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n

b
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n
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n
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d
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u
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n
o
w
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h
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th
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g
et
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en
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f
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I
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I
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t
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t
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b
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b
e
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u
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b
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ev
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b
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b
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h
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b
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en
t.

“
O

h
,

y
es!—

h
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b
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u
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u
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id
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u
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id

,
I
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o
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ld
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ly
tell
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u
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d

th
en

W
ick

h
a
m

w
o
u
ld

b
e
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n
g
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n
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en
t
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b
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er,
b
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n
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t
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n
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a
p
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p
o
ssib

le;
o
r

a
t

lea
st

it
w

a
s

im
p
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to
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b
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in
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.

It
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a
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a
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p
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p
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b
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b
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p
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b
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b
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b
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seizin
g

a
sh

eet
o
f

p
a
p
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p
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p
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a
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b
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d
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d
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u
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b
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b
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p
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b
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.
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a
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b
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p
u
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e

fr
o
m

P.
I

sh
a
ll

n
ev

er
b
e

q
u
it

e
h
a
p
p
y

ti
ll

I
h
a
v
e

b
ee

n
a
ll

ro
u
n
d

th
e

p
a
rk

.
A

lo
w

p
h
a
et

o
n
,
w

it
h

a
n
ic

e
li
tt

le
p
a
ir

o
f

p
o
n
ie

s,
w

o
u
ld

b
e

th
e

v
er

y
th

in
g
.

“
B

u
t

I
m

u
st

w
ri

te
n
o

m
o
re

.
T

h
e

ch
il
d
re

n
h
a
v
e

b
ee

n
w

a
n
ti

n
g

m
e

th
is

h
a
lf

h
o
u
r.

“
Y

o
u
rs

,
v
er

y
si

n
ce

re
ly

,

“
M

.
G

a
rd

in
er

.”

T
h
e

co
n
te

n
ts

o
f

th
is

le
tt

er
th

re
w

E
li
za

b
et

h
in

to
a

fl
u
tt

er
o
f

sp
ir

it
s,

in
w

h
ic

h
it

w
a
s

d
if

fi
cu

lt
to

d
et

er
m

in
e

w
h
et

h
er

p
le

a
su

re
o
r

p
a
in

b
o
re

th
e

g
re

a
te

st
sh

a
re

.
T

h
e

v
a
g
u
e

a
n
d

u
n
se

tt
le

d
su

sp
ic

io
n
s

w
h
ic

h
u
n
ce

rt
a
in

ty
h
a
d

p
ro

d
u
ce

d
o
f

w
h
a
t

M
r.

D
a
rc

y
m

ig
h
t

h
a
v
e

b
ee

n
d
o
in

g
to

fo
rw

a
rd

h
er

si
st

er
’s

m
a
tc

h
,
w

h
ic

h
sh

e
h
a
d

fe
a
re

d
to

en
co

u
ra

g
e

a
s

a
n

ex
er

ti
o
n

o
f

g
o
o
d
-

n
es

s
to

o
g
re

a
t

to
b
e

p
ro

b
a
b
le

,
a
n
d

a
t

th
e

sa
m

e
ti

m
e

d
re

a
d
ed

to
b
e

ju
st

,
fr

o
m

th
e

p
a
in

o
f

o
b
li
g
a
ti

o
n
,

w
er

e
p
ro

v
ed

b
ey

o
n
d

th
ei

r
g
re

a
te

st
ex

te
n
t

to
b
e

tr
u
e!

H
e

h
a
d

fo
ll
o
w

ed
th

em
p
u
rp

o
se

ly
to

to
w

n
,

h
e

h
a
d

ta
k
en

o
n

h
im

se
lf

a
ll

th
e

tr
o
u
b
le

a
n
d

m
o
rt

ifi
ca

ti
o
n

a
tt

en
d
a
n
t

o
n

su
ch

a
re

se
a
rc

h
;

in
w

h
ic

h
su

p
p
li
ca

ti
o
n

h
a
d

b
ee

n
n
ec

es
sa

ry
to

a
w

o
m

a
n

w
h
o
m

h
e

m
u
st

a
b
o
m

in
a
te

a
n
d

d
es

p
is

e,
a
n
d

w
h
er

e
h
e

w
a
s

re
d
u
ce

d
to

m
ee

t,
fr

eq
u
en

tl
y

m
ee

t,
re

a
so

n
w

it
h
,

p
er

su
a
d
e,

a
n
d

fi
n
a
ll
y

b
ri

b
e,

th
e

m
a
n

w
h
o
m

h
e

a
l-

w
a
y
s

m
o
st

w
is

h
ed

to
a
v
o
id

,
a
n
d

w
h
o
se

v
er

y
n
a
m

e
it

w
a
s

p
u
n
is

h
m

en
t

to
h
im

to
p
ro

n
o
u
n
ce

.
H

e
h
a
d

d
o
n
e

a
ll

th
is

fo
r

a
g
ir

l
w

h
o
m

h
e

co
u
ld

n
ei

th
er

re
g
a
rd

n
o
r

es
te

em
.

H
er

h
ea

rt
d
id

w
h
is

p
er

th
a
t

h
e

h
a
d

d
o
n
e

it
fo

r
h
er

.
B

u
t

it
w

a
s

a
h
o
p
e

sh
o
rt

ly
ch

ec
k
ed

b
y

o
th

er
co

n
si

d
er

a
ti

o
n
s,

a
n
d

sh
e

so
o
n

fe
lt

th
a
t

ev
en

h
er

v
a
n
it

y
w

a
s

in
su

ffi
ci

en
t,

w
h
en

re
q
u
ir

ed
to

d
e-

p
en

d
o
n

h
is

a
ff

ec
ti

o
n

fo
r

h
er

—
fo

r
a

w
o
m

a
n

w
h
o

h
a
d

a
lr

ea
d
y

re
fu

se
d

h
im

—
a
s

a
b
le

to
o
v
er

co
m

e
a

se
n
ti

m
en

t
so

n
a
tu

ra
l
a
s

a
b
h
o
rr

en
ce

a
g
a
in

st
re

la
ti

o
n
sh

ip
w

it
h

W
ic

k
h
a
m

.
B

ro
th

er
-i

n
-l

a
w

o
f

W
ic

k
h
a
m

!
E

v
er

y
k
in

d

2
3
6

P
R

I
D

E
A

N
D

P
R

E
J

U
D

I
C

E

h
im

se
v
er

a
l

h
o
u
rs

.
It

w
a
s

a
ll

o
v
er

b
ef

o
re

I
a
rr

iv
ed

;
so

m
y

cu
ri

o
si

ty
w

a
s

n
o
t

so
d
re

a
d
fu

ll
y

ra
ck

ed
a
s

y
o
u
r’

s
se

em
s

to
h
a
v
e

b
ee

n
.

H
e

ca
m

e
to

te
ll

M
r.

G
a
rd

in
er

th
a
t
h
e

h
a
d

fo
u
n
d

o
u
t

w
h
er

e
y
o
u
r

si
st

er
a
n
d

M
r.

W
ic

k
h
a
m

w
er

e,
a
n
d

th
a
t

h
e

h
a
d

se
en

a
n
d

ta
lk

ed
w

it
h

th
em

b
o
th

;
W

ic
k
h
a
m

re
p
ea

t-
ed

ly
,

L
y
d
ia

o
n
ce

.
F
ro

m
w

h
a
t

I
ca

n
co

ll
ec

t,
h
e

le
ft

D
er

b
y
sh

ir
e

o
n
ly

o
n
e

d
a
y

a
ft

er
o
u
rs

el
v
es

,
a
n
d

ca
m

e
to

to
w

n
w

it
h

th
e

re
so

lu
ti

o
n

o
f

h
u
n
ti

n
g

fo
r

th
em

.
T

h
e

m
o
ti

v
e

p
ro

fe
ss

ed
w

a
s

h
is

co
n
v
ic

ti
o
n

o
f

it
s

b
ei

n
g

o
w

in
g

to
h
im

se
lf

th
a
t

W
ic

k
h
a
m

’s
w

o
rt

h
le

ss
n
es

s
h
a
d

n
o
t

b
ee

n
so

w
el

l
k
n
o
w

n
a
s

to
m

a
k
e

it
im

p
o
ss

ib
le

fo
r

a
n
y

y
o
u
n
g

w
o
m

a
n

o
f

ch
a
ra

ct
er

to
lo

v
e

o
r

co
n
fi
d
e

in
h
im

.
H

e
g
en

er
o
u
sl

y
im

p
u
te

d
th

e
w

h
o
le

to
h
is

m
is

ta
k
en

p
ri

d
e,

a
n
d

co
n
fe

ss
ed

th
a
t

h
e

h
a
d

b
ef

o
re

th
o
u
g
h
t

it
b
en

ea
th

h
im

to
la

y
h
is

p
ri

-
v
a
te

a
ct

io
n
s

o
p
en

to
th

e
w

o
rl

d
.

H
is

ch
a
ra

ct
er

w
a
s

to
sp

ea
k

fo
r

it
se

lf
.

H
e

ca
ll
ed

it
,

th
er

ef
o
re

,
h
is

d
u
ty

to
st

ep
fo

rw
a
rd

,
a
n
d

en
d
ea

v
o
u
r

to
re

m
ed

y
a
n

ev
il

w
h
ic

h
h
a
d

b
ee

n
b
ro

u
g
h
t

o
n

b
y

h
im

se
lf

.
If

h
e

h
a
d

a
n
o
th

er
m

o
ti

v
e,

I
a
m

su
re

it
w

o
u
ld

n
ev

er
d
is

g
ra

ce
h
im

.
H

e
h
a
d

b
ee

n
so

m
e

d
a
y
s

in
to

w
n
,

b
ef

o
re

h
e

w
a
s

a
b
le

to
d
is

co
v
er

th
em

;
b
u
t

h
e

h
a
d

so
m

et
h
in

g
to

d
ir

ec
t

h
is

se
a
rc

h
,
w

h
ic

h
w

a
s

m
o
re

th
a
n

w
e

h
a
d
;
a
n
d

th
e

co
n
sc

io
u
sn

es
s

o
f

th
is

w
a
s

a
n
o
th

er
re

a
so

n
fo

r
h
is

re
so

lv
in

g
to

fo
ll
o
w

u
s.

“
T

h
er

e
is

a
la

d
y,

it
se

em
s,

a
M

rs
.

Y
o
u
n
g
e,

w
h
o

w
a
s

so
m

e
ti

m
e

a
g
o

g
o
v
er

n
es

s
to

M
is

s
D

a
rc

y,
a
n
d

w
a
s

d
is

m
is

se
d

fr
o
m

h
er

ch
a
rg

e
o
n

so
m

e
ca

u
se

o
f

d
is

a
p
p
ro

b
a
ti

o
n
,

th
o
u
g
h

h
e

d
id

n
o
t

sa
y

w
h
a
t.

S
h
e

th
en

to
o
k

a
la

rg
e

h
o
u
se

in
E

d
w

a
rd

-s
tr

ee
t,

a
n
d

h
a
s

si
n
ce

m
a
in

ta
in

ed
h
er

se
lf

b
y

le
tt

in
g

lo
d
g
in

g
s.

T
h
is

M
rs

.
Y

o
u
n
g
e

w
a
s,

h
e

k
n
ew

,
in

ti
m

a
te

ly
a
cq

u
a
in

te
d

w
it

h
W

ic
k
h
a
m

;
a
n
d

h
e

w
en

t
to

h
er

fo
r

in
te

ll
ig

en
ce

o
f

h
im

a
s

so
o
n

a
s

h
e

g
o
t

to
to

w
n
.

B
u
t

it
w

a
s

tw
o

o
r

th
re

e
d
a
y
s

b
ef

o
re

h
e

co
u
ld

g
et

fr
o
m

h
er

w
h
a
t

h
e

w
a
n
te

d
.

S
h
e

w
o
u
ld

n
o
t

b
et

ra
y

h
er

tr
u
st

,
I

su
p
p
o
se

,
w

it
h
o
u
t

b
ri

b
er

y
a
n
d

co
rr

u
p
ti

o
n
,

fo
r

sh
e

re
a
ll
y

d
id

k
n
o
w

w
h
er

e
h
er

fr
ie

n
d

w
a
s

to
b
e

fo
u
n
d
.

W
ic

k
h
a
m

in
d
ee

d
h
a
d

g
o
n
e

to
h
er

o
n

th
ei

r
fi
rs

t
a
rr

iv
a
l

in
L

o
n
d
o
n
,

a
n
d

h
a
d

sh
e

b
ee

n
a
b
le

to
re

ce
iv

e
th

em
in

to
h
er

h
o
u
se

,
th

ey
w

o
u
ld

h
a
v
e

ta
k
en

u
p

th
ei

r
a
b
o
d
e

w
it

h
h
er

.
A

t
le

n
g
th

,
h
o
w

ev
er

,
o
u
r

k
in

d
fr

ie
n
d

p
ro

cu
re

d
th

e
w

is
h
ed

-f
o
r

d
ir

ec
ti

o
n
.

T
h
ey

w
er

e
in

—
—

st
re

et
.

H
e

sa
w

W
ic

k
h
a
m

,
a
n
d

a
ft

er
w

a
rd

s
in

si
st

ed
o
n

se
ei

n
g

L
y
d
ia

.
H

is
fi
rs

t
o
b
je

ct
w

it
h

h
er

,
h
e

a
ck

n
o
w

le
d
g
ed

,
h
a
d

b
ee

n
to

p
er

su
a
d
e

h
er

to
q
u
it

h
er

p
re

se
n
t

d
is

g
ra

ce
fu

l
si

tu
a
ti

o
n
,

a
n
d

re
tu

rn
to

h
er

fr
ie

n
d
s

a
s

so
o
n

a
s

th
ey

co
u
ld

b
e

p
re

v
a
il
ed

o
n

to
re

ce
iv

e
h
er

,
o
ff

er
in

g
h
is

a
ss

is
ta

n
ce

,
a
s

fa
r

a
s

it
w

o
u
ld

g
o
.

B
u
t

h
e

fo
u
n
d

L
y
d
ia

a
b
so

lu
te

ly
re

so
lv

ed
o
n

re
m

a
in

in
g

w
h
er

e
sh

e
w

a
s.

S
h
e

ca
re

d
fo

r
n
o
n
e

o
f

h
er

fr
ie

n
d
s;

sh
e

w
a
n
te

d
n
o

h
el

p
o
f

h
is

;
sh

e
w

o
u
ld

n
o
t

h
ea

r
o
f

le
a
v
in

g
W

ic
k
h
a
m

.
S
h
e

w
a
s

su
re

th
ey

sh
o
u
ld

b
e

m
a
rr

ie
d

so
m

e
ti

m
e

o
r

o
th

er
,

a
n
d

it
d
id

n
o
t

m
u
ch

si
g
n
if

y
w

h
en

.
S
in

ce
su

ch
w

er
e

h
er

fe
el

in
g
s,

2
3
3



J
A

N
E

A
U

S
T

E
N

it
o
n
ly

rem
a
in

ed
,

h
e

th
o
u
g
h
t,

to
secu

re
a
n
d

ex
p
ed

ite
a

m
a
rria

g
e,

w
h
ich

,
in

h
is

v
ery

fi
rst

co
n
v
ersa

tio
n

w
ith

W
ick

h
a
m

,
h
e

ea
sily

lea
rn

t
h
a
d

n
ev

er
b
een

h
is

d
esig

n
.

H
e

co
n
fessed

h
im

self
o
b
lig

ed
to

lea
v
e

th
e

reg
im

en
t,

o
n

a
cco

u
n
t

o
f

so
m

e
d
eb

ts
o
f

h
o
n
o
u
r,

w
h
ich

w
ere

v
ery

p
ressin

g
;

a
n
d

scru
p
led

n
o
t

to
la

y
a
ll

th
e

ill-co
n
seq

u
en

ces
o
f

L
y
d
ia

’s
fl
ig

h
t

o
n

h
er

o
w

n
fo

lly
a
lo

n
e.

H
e

m
ea

n
t

to
resig

n
h
is

co
m

m
issio

n
im

m
ed

ia
tely

;
a
n
d

a
s

to
h
is

fu
tu

re
situ

a
tio

n
,
h
e

co
u
ld

co
n
jectu

re
v
ery

little
a
b
o
u
t

it.
H

e
m

u
st

g
o

so
m

ew
h
ere,

b
u
t

h
e

d
id

n
o
t

k
n
o
w

w
h
ere,

a
n
d

h
e

k
n
ew

h
e

sh
o
u
ld

h
a
v
e

n
o
th

in
g

to
liv

e
o
n
.

“
M

r.
D

a
rcy

a
sk

ed
h
im

w
h
y

h
e

h
a
d

n
o
t

m
a
rried

y
o
u
r

sister
a
t

o
n
ce.

T
h
o
u
g
h

M
r.

B
en

n
et

w
a
s

n
o
t

im
a
g
in

ed
to

b
e

v
ery

rich
,

h
e

w
o
u
ld

h
a
v
e

b
een

a
b
le

to
d
o

so
m

eth
in

g
fo

r
h
im

,
a
n
d

h
is

situ
a
tio

n
m

u
st

h
a
v
e

b
een

b
en

efi
ted

b
y

m
a
rria

g
e.

B
u
t

h
e

fo
u
n
d
,

in
rep

ly
to

th
is

q
u
estio

n
,

th
a
t

W
ick

h
a
m

still
ch

erish
ed

th
e

h
o
p
e

o
f

m
o
re

effectu
a
lly

m
a
k
in

g
h
is

fo
rtu

n
e

b
y

m
a
rria

g
e

in
so

m
e

o
th

er
co

u
n
try.

U
n
d
er

su
ch

circu
m

sta
n
ces,

h
o
w

ev
er,

h
e

w
a
s

n
o
t

lik
ely

to
b
e

p
ro

o
f

a
g
a
in

st
th

e
tem

p
ta

tio
n

o
f

im
m

ed
ia

te
relief.

“
T

h
ey

m
et

sev
era

l
tim

es,
fo

r
th

ere
w

a
s

m
u
ch

to
b
e

d
iscu

ssed
.

W
ick

-
h
a
m

o
f
co

u
rse

w
a
n
ted

m
o
re

th
a
n

h
e

co
u
ld

g
et;

b
u
t
a
t
len

g
th

w
a
s

red
u
ced

to
b
e

rea
so

n
a
b
le.

“
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b
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b
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b
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b
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b
ea

r
to

h
ea

r
it

th
u
s

p
er

p
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w
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b
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b
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d
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b
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b
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b
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b
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h
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d
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e

to
w

a
rd

s
th
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a
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b
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b
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b
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b
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p
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I
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b
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b
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b
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b
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receiv
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b
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b
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b
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b
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b
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b
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b
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b
u
t

to
h
er

o
w

n
m

o
re

ex
ten

siv
e

in
fo

r-
m

a
tio

n
,
h
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p
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a
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h
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h
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h
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l
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d
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h
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p
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h
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p
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b
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b
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b
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p
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h
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b
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p
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b
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u
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b
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b
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h
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b
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b
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d
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h
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h
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p
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w
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h
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h
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h
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p
a
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ra
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h
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b
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h
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o
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o
u
ld

n
o
t

p
ro

te
st

a
g
a
in
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a

w
ea

k
n
es

s
a
s

a
se

co
n
d

p
ro

p
o
sa

l
to

th
e

sa
m

e
w

o
m
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n
?

T
h
er

e
is

n
o

in
d
ig

n
it

y
so

a
b
h
o
rr

en
t
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r
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el

in
g
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”
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,
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ev
er

,
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y
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b
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n
g
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b
a
ck
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is
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ee
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p
h
im
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;
a
n
d

sh
e

se
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ed
th

e
o
p
p
o
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u
n
it

y
o
f

sa
y
in

g
:

“
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y
o
u
r

si
st

er
a
t

P
em

b
er

le
y

st
il
l?

”
“
Y

es
,
sh

e
w

il
l
re

m
a
in

th
er

e
ti

ll
C

h
ri

st
m

a
s.

”
“
A

n
d

q
u
it

e
a
lo

n
e?

H
a
v
e

a
ll

h
er

fr
ie

n
d
s

le
ft

h
er

?”
“
M

rs
.

A
n
n
es

le
y

is
w

it
h

h
er

.
T

h
e

o
th

er
s

h
a
v
e

b
ee

n
g
o
n
e

o
n

to
S
ca

r-
b
o
ro

u
g
h
,

th
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e
th

re
e

w
ee

k
s.

”
S
h
e

co
u
ld

th
in

k
o
f

n
o
th

in
g

m
o
re

to
sa

y
;
b
u
t

if
h
e

w
is

h
ed

to
co

n
v
er

se
w

it
h

h
er

,
h
e

m
ig

h
t

h
a
v
e

b
et

te
r

su
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es
s.

H
e

st
o
o
d

b
y

h
er

,
h
o
w

ev
er

,
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r
so

m
e

m
in

u
te

s,
in

si
le

n
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;
a
n
d
,
a
t

la
st

,
o
n

th
e

y
o
u
n
g

la
d
y
’s

w
h
is

p
er

in
g

to
E

li
za

b
et

h
a
g
a
in

,
h
e

w
a
lk

ed
a
w

a
y.

W
h
en

th
e

te
a
-t

h
in

g
s

w
er

e
re

m
o
v
ed

,
a
n
d

th
e

ca
rd

-t
a
b
le

s
p
la

ce
d
,

th
e

la
d
ie

s
a
ll

ro
se

,
a
n
d

E
li
za

b
et

h
w

a
s

th
en

h
o
p
in

g
to

b
e

so
o
n

jo
in

ed
b
y

h
im

,
w

h
en

a
ll

h
er

v
ie

w
s

w
er

e
o
v
er

th
ro

w
n

b
y

se
ei

n
g

h
im

fa
ll

a
v
ic

ti
m

to
h
er

m
o
th

er
’s

ra
p
a
ci

ty
fo

r
w

h
is

t
p
la

y
er

s,
a
n
d

in
a

fe
w

m
o
m

en
ts

a
ft

er
se

a
te

d
w

it
h

th
e

re
st

o
f

th
e

p
a
rt

y.
S
h
e

n
o
w
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st

ev
er

y
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ti

o
n

o
f

p
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a
su

re
.

T
h
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w
er
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n
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r

th
e
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en

in
g

a
t

d
if

fe
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n
t
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b
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s,
a
n
d

sh
e

h
a
d

n
o
th

in
g

to
h
o
p
e,

b
u
t

th
a
t

h
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es

w
er

e
so

o
ft

en
tu
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ed
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w

a
rd

s
h
er

si
d
e
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f
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e
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o
m

,
a
s
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m
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k
e

h
im

p
la

y
a
s

u
n
su
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es

sf
u
ll
y
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s

h
er

se
lf

.
M

rs
.
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en

n
et

h
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d
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ee

p
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o
N

et
h
er
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el

d
g
en
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to
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p
p
er

;
b
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t

th
ei

r
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rr
ia

g
e

w
a
s

u
n
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ck
il
y

o
rd

er
ed

b
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n
y
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th
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o
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n
d
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e

h
a
d

n
o

o
p
p
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u
n
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y
o
f

d
et

a
in

in
g

th
em
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h
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b
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B
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er

h
e
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n
t
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m

a
k
e
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n
y
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y
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u
n
tr
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p
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t.

A
fe
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e

b
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.
“
W

h
en

y
o
u

h
a
v
e

k
il
le

d
a
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y
o
u
r

o
w

n
b
ir

d
s,

M
r.

B
in

g
le

y,
”

sa
id

h
er

m
o
th

er
,
“
I

b
eg

y
o
u

w
il
l
co

m
e

h
er

e,
a
n
d
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o
o
t

a
s

m
a
n
y

a
s

y
o
u

p
le

a
se

o
n

M
r.
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en

n
et

’s
m

a
n
o
r.

I
a
m
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re

h
e

w
il
l

b
e

v
a
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ly
h
a
p
p
y
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o
b
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g
e
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o
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,

a
n
d

w
il
l
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v
e

a
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th
e

b
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t
o
f

th
e
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r
y
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u
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E
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za

b
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h
’s

m
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d
,

a
t

su
ch

u
n
n
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,
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ch

o
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o
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te
n
ti

o
n
!

W
er

e
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e
sa

m
e
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p
ro

sp
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t
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a
ri

se
a
t

p
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se
n
t

a
s

h
a
d

fl
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em

a
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r
a
g
o
,

ev
er

y
th

in
g
,

sh
e

w
a
s

p
er

su
a
d
ed
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w

o
u
ld

b
e

h
a
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en
in

g
to

th
e

sa
m

e
v
ex

a
ti

o
u
s
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n
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u
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o
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.

A
t

th
a
t
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a
n
t,
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e

fe
lt

th
a
t

y
ea

rs
o
f

h
a
p
p
in
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s
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ld
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o
t
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e
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o
r

h
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m

en
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s
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r
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m

en
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o
f

su
ch

p
a
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fu
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n
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.
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T
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e
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w
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h
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f
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y
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e
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,
“
is

n
ev

er
m

o
re

to
b
e
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m
p
a
n
y

w
it

h
ei

th
er

o
f

th
em

.
T

h
ei
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so
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y
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n
a
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o
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o

p
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re
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a
t

w
il
l

a
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n
e
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r

su
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n
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!
L
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m
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e
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th
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n
e
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r

th
e

o
th
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a
g
a
in
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Y

et
th

e
m

is
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r
w

h
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h
y
ea
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o
f

h
a
p
p
in

es
s
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er

e
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o
ff
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o
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m

-
p
en
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n
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n

a
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w

a
rd

s
m
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te
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a
l
re
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,
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o
m
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b
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in

g
h
o
w

m
u
ch
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e

b
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u
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o
f

h
er
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er
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in

d
le

d
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e
a
d
m
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a
ti
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n

o
f

h
er
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v
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.
W

h
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h
e
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m
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,
h
e

h
a
d
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o
k
en

to
h
er

b
u
t

li
tt

le
;

b
u
t
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er

y
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v
e

m
in

u
te

s
se

em
ed

to
b
e

g
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in
g

h
er

m
o
re

o
f

h
is

a
tt

en
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o
n
.

H
e
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u
n
d

h
er

a
s

h
a
n
d
so

m
e

a
s

sh
e

h
a
d

b
ee

n
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st
y
ea

r;
a
s

g
o
o
d

n
a
tu

re
d
,

a
n
d

a
s

u
n
a
ff

ec
te

d
,
th

o
u
g
h

n
o
t

q
u
it

e
so

ch
a
tt

y.
Ja

n
e

w
a
s

a
n
x
io

u
s

th
a
t

n
o

d
if

fe
r-

en
ce

sh
o
u
ld

b
e

p
er

ce
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ed
in

h
er

a
t

a
ll
,
a
n
d

w
a
s

re
a
ll
y

p
er

su
a
d
ed

th
a
t

sh
e

ta
lk

ed
a
s

m
u
ch

a
s

ev
er

.
B

u
t

h
er

m
in

d
w

a
s

so
b
u
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ly
en

g
a
g
ed

,
th

a
t

sh
e

d
id

n
o
t

a
lw

a
y
s

k
n
o
w

w
h
en

sh
e

w
a
s

si
le

n
t.

W
h
en

th
e

g
en

tl
em

en
ro

se
to

g
o

a
w

a
y,

M
rs

.
B

en
n
et

w
a
s

m
in

d
fu

l
o
f

h
er

in
te

n
d
ed

ci
v
il
it

y,
a
n
d

th
ey

w
er

e
in

v
it

ed
a
n
d

en
g
a
g
ed

to
d
in

e
a
t

L
o
n
g
-

b
o
u
rn

in
a

fe
w

d
a
y
s

ti
m

e.
“
Y

o
u

a
re

q
u
it

e
a

v
is

it
in

m
y

d
eb

t,
M

r.
B

in
g
le

y,
”

sh
e

a
d
d
ed

,
“
fo

r
w

h
en

y
o
u

w
en

t
to

to
w

n
la

st
w

in
te

r,
y
o
u

p
ro

m
is

ed
to

ta
k
e

a
fa

m
il
y

d
in

n
er

w
it

h
u
s,

a
s

so
o
n

a
s

y
o
u

re
tu

rn
ed

.
I

h
a
v
e

n
o
t

fo
rg

o
t,

y
o
u

se
e;

a
n
d

I
a
ss

u
re

y
o
u
,

I
w

a
s

v
er

y
m

u
ch

d
is

a
p
p
o
in

te
d

th
a
t

y
o
u

d
id

n
o
t

co
m

e
b
a
ck

a
n
d

k
ee

p
y
o
u
r

en
g
a
g
em

en
t.

”
B

in
g
le

y
lo

o
k
ed

a
li
tt

le
si

ll
y

a
t

th
is

re
fl
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ti
o
n
,

a
n
d

sa
id

so
m

et
h
in

g
o
f

h
is

co
n
ce

rn
a
t
h
a
v
in

g
b
ee

n
p
re

v
en

te
d

b
y

b
u
si

n
es

s.
T

h
ey

th
en

w
en

t
a
w

a
y.

M
rs

.
B

en
n
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h
a
d

b
ee

n
st

ro
n
g
ly

in
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ed

to
a
sk

th
em

to
st

a
y

a
n
d

d
in

e
th

er
e

th
a
t

d
a
y
;

b
u
t,

th
o
u
g
h

sh
e

a
lw

a
y
s

k
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t
a

v
er

y
g
o
o
d

ta
b
le

,
sh

e
d
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e

h
a
d

su
ch

a
n
x
io

u
s

d
esig

n
s,

o
r

sa
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p
p
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O
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N

A
S
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H

E
Y

W
E

R
E

G
O

N
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,

E
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b
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w
a
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o
u
t
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v
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o
r
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o
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w

o
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d
w

ell
w
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o
u
t

in
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p
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n
o
n

th
o
se

su
b
-

jects
th

a
t

m
u
st

d
ea

d
en

th
em

m
o
re.

M
r.

D
a
rcy

’s
b
eh

a
v
io

u
r

a
sto

n
ish

ed
a
n
d

v
ex

ed
h
er.

“
W

h
y,

if
h
e

ca
m

e
o
n
ly

to
b
e

silen
t,

g
ra

v
e,

a
n
d

in
d
ifferen

t,”
sa

id
sh

e,
“
d
id

h
e

co
m

e
a
t

a
ll?”

S
h
e

co
u
ld

settle
it

in
n
o

w
a
y

th
a
t

g
a
v
e

h
er

p
lea

su
re.

“
H

e
co

u
ld

b
e

still
a
m

ia
b
le,

still
p
lea

sin
g
,
to

m
y

u
n
cle

a
n
d

a
u
n
t,

w
h
en

h
e

w
a
s

in
to

w
n
;

a
n
d

w
h
y

n
o
t

to
m

e?
If

h
e

fea
rs

m
e,

w
h
y

co
m

e
h
ith

er?
If

h
e

n
o

lo
n
g
er

ca
res

fo
r

m
e,

w
h
y

silen
t?

T
ea

sin
g
,

tea
sin

g
,

m
a
n
!

I
w

ill
th

in
k

n
o

m
o
re

a
b
o
u
t

h
im

.”
H

er
reso

lu
tio

n
w

a
s

fo
r

a
sh

o
rt

tim
e

in
v
o
lu

n
ta

rily
k
ep

t
b
y

th
e

a
p
-

p
ro

a
ch

o
f

h
er

sister,
w

h
o

jo
in

ed
h
er

w
ith

a
ch

eerfu
l
lo

o
k
,
w

h
ich

sh
o
w

ed
h
er

b
etter

sa
tisfi

ed
w

ith
th

eir
v
isito

rs,
th

a
n

E
liza

b
eth

.
“
N

o
w

,”
sa

id
sh

e,
“
th

a
t

th
is

fi
rst

m
eetin

g
is

o
v
er,

I
feel

p
erfectly

ea
sy.

I
k
n
o
w

m
y

o
w

n
stren

g
th

,
a
n
d

I
sh

a
ll

n
ev

er
b
e
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b
a
rra

ssed
a
g
a
in

b
y

h
is
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m

in
g
.

I
a
m

g
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d
h
e

d
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o
n

T
u
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w

ill
th

en
b
e

p
u
b
-
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seen

th
a
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o
n

b
o
th
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w
e

m
eet
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n
ly
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s
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m

m
o
n

a
n
d

in
d
ifferen

t
a
cq

u
a
in
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n
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d
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in
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E

liza
b
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,
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u
g
h
in

g
ly.

“
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h
,
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n
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k
e
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“
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y
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L

izzy,
y
o
u
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n
n
o
t
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k
m

e
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k
,
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s
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b
e
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n
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I
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o
u
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in
v
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t
d
a
n
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f
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a
k
in
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v
e
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o
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*

*
*

*
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e
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;
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d
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n
w

h
ile,
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a
s

g
iv
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g

w
a
y

to
a
ll
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e

h
a
p
p
y
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w

h
ich
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e
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d

h
u
m
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r
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p
o
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f
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p
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.
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w
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b
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p
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.
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e
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v
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p
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.
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.
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p
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h
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v
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p
a
ti

en
tl

y
m

et
h
er

a
t

th
e

d
o
o
r

o
f

th
e

d
re

ss
in

g
-r
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.
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h
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g
o
.”

“
S
h
e

is
a

v
er

y
fi
n
e-

lo
o
k
in

g
w

o
m

a
n
!

a
n
d

h
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n
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b
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b
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p
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b
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p
ly

th
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a
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h
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h
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*
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*
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b
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b
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b
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o
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n
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p
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r
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p
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e

rest
o
f

m
y

fa
m

ily,
I

sh
o
u
ld

n
o
t

h
a
v
e

m
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b
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re
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b
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p
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b
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p
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e

sa
w

M
r.

D
a
rc

y
ex

p
o
se

d
to

a
ll

th
e

p
a
ra

d
in

g
a
n
d

o
b
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b
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b
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h
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p
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h
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a
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m
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n
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h
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p
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p
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n
t’s
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p
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n
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b
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b
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e
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L
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n
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n
d

b
e
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h
a
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o
u
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y
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p
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s
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n
d
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p
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s
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p
a
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d
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v
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h
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t
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b
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t
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b
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b
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b
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w
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b
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b
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b
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ev
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a
n
sw

ered
M

rs.
G

a
r-

d
in
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n
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b
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n
o
w

,
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a
v
in
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t
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w
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e
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w
o
u
ld

b
e
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o
st
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e,
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e
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a
s
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o
st

a
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a
m

ed
to
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n
d

th
a
t

h
er

u
n
-

cle
a
n
d

a
u
n
t

h
a
d

a
lrea

d
y

lo
st
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d
a
y
s

o
f

h
a
p
p
in
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a
n
d
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m

ed
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w

ro
te
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s
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“
I

w
o
u
ld

h
a
v
e

th
a
n
k
ed

y
o
u

b
efo

re,
m

y
d
ea

r
a
u
n
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s

I
o
u
g
h
t

to
h
a
v
e

d
o
n
e,

fo
r

y
o
u
r

lo
n
g
,

k
in

d
,
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tisfa

cto
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d
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il
o
f

p
a
rticu
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b
u
t
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y
th

e
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I
w
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s
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o
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w
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u
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p
p
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ex
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u
t
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w
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p
p
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u
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u
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e
a
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o
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y
o
u
r
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n
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d
u
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e
y
o
u
r
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a
g
in

a
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n
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ev
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p
o
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le
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h
t

w
h
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e
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b
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a
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,
a
n
d

u
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less

y
o
u

b
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m

e
a
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a
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a
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y
o
u
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n
n
o
t

g
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o
u

m
u
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a
g
a
in

v
ery

so
o
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,

a
n
d

p
ra
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h
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a
g
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t
d
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l
m

o
re
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a
n

y
o
u
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y
o
u
r
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st.

I
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n
k

y
o
u
,
a
g
a
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a
n
d

a
g
a
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r
n
o
t
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o
in
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e
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b
e
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p
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b
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th
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n
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n
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e
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b
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p
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a
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h
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e

p
a
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h
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v
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h
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h
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h
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h
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;
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n
d
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e
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n
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n
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ed

to
w
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it

o
n

th
em
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t

P
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b
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le
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e
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f

th
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t
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n

w
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h
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w
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o
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d

re
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o
t
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er
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y

fr
o
m

th
e

p
re

se
n
ce

o
f
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ch

a
m

is
tr
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s,

b
u
t
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e

v
is
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s

o
f
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n
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e
a
n
d

a
u
n
t
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in
er
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w
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e

a
lw

a
y
s

o
n

th
e

m
o
st

in
ti

m
a
te
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rm
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D

a
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y,
a
s

w
el

l
a
s

E
li
za

b
et

h
,

re
a
ll
y

lo
v
ed

th
em

;
a
n
d

th
ey

w
er

e
b
o
th

ev
er

se
n
si

b
le

o
f

th
e

w
a
rm

es
t

g
ra

ti
tu

d
e

to
w

a
rd

s
th

e
p
er

so
n
s

w
h
o
,
b
y

b
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n
g
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g
h
er
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b
y
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h
a
d

b
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e
m
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n
s
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u
n
it
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em
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P
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.
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h
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d
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g
h
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o
u
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er
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w

a
s

n
o
t
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S
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W
il
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a
m

w
a
s

o
u
t

o
f
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g
h
t.

M
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.
P
h
il
li
p
s’

s
v
u
lg

a
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w

a
s

a
n
o
th

er
,

a
n
d

p
er

h
a
p
s

a
g
re

a
te

r,
ta

x
o
n

h
is

fo
rb

ea
ra

n
ce

;
a
n
d

th
o
u
g
h

M
rs

.
P
h
il
li
p
s,

a
s

w
el

l
a
s

h
er

si
st

er
,

st
o
o
d

in
to

o
m

u
ch

a
w

e
o
f

h
im

to
sp

ea
k

w
it

h
th

e
fa

m
il
ia

ri
ty

w
h
ic

h
B

in
g
le

y
’s

g
o
o
d

h
u
m

o
u
r
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u
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,
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w

h
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ev
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e

d
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,

sh
e

m
u
st

b
e

v
u
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r.

N
o
r

w
a
s

h
er

re
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ec
t

fo
r

h
im

,
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o
u
g
h

it
m

a
d
e

h
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m
o
re

q
u
ie

t,
a
t

a
ll

li
k
el

y
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a
k
e

h
er
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o
re

el
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a
n
t.

E
li
za

b
et

h
d
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a
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sh
e

co
u
ld

to
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h
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fr
o
m

th
e
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eq

u
en

t
n
o
ti
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o
f
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th

er
,

a
n
d

w
a
s
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a
n
x
io

u
s

to
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ee

p
h
im

to
h
er

se
lf

,
a
n
d

to
th

o
se

o
f

h
er

fa
m

il
y

w
it

h
w

h
o
m

h
e

m
ig

h
t

co
n
v
er

se
w

it
h
o
u
t

m
o
rt
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ti
o
n
;

a
n
d

th
o
u
g
h

th
e

u
n
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m
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a
b
le

fe
el

in
g
s

a
ri

si
n
g

fr
o
m

a
ll

th
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to
o
k
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o
m

th
e

se
a
so

n
o
f
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u
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sh
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m
u
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o
f
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s

p
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a
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,
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a
d
d
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to
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e
h
o
p
e

o
f
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e
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;
a
n
d
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e

lo
o
k
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a
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w
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h
d
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h
t
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e
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e

w
h
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o
u
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b
e
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o
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o
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e

co
m

fo
rt

a
n
d

el
eg

a
n
ce

o
f

th
ei

r
fa

m
il
y

p
a
rt

y
a
t

P
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b
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P
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h
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d
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h
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h
w

h
a
t

d
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g
h
te

d
p
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d
e

sh
e
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w
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v
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.
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in
g
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a
n
d
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o
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M
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.
D

a
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y

b
e

g
u
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.

I
w

is
h

I
co

u
ld
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y,
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r

th
e

sa
k
e

o
f

h
er

fa
m

il
y,

th
a
t

th
e

a
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o
m

p
li
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m
en

t
o
f

h
er
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es
t
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ir
e

in
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e
es

ta
b
li
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m
en

t
o
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a
n
y

o
f

h
er
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il
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u
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h
a
p
p
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n

ef
fe
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a
s
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m

a
k
e

h
er
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se

n
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b
le

,
a
m
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b
le

,
w

el
l-

in
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ed

w
o
m

a
n

fo
r

th
e
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st

o
f

h
er

li
fe

;
th

o
u
g
h

p
er

h
a
p
s
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w

a
s
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y
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r
h
er

h
u
sb

a
n
d
,

w
h
o

m
ig

h
t

n
o
t

h
a
v
e

re
li
sh

ed
d
o
m
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c
fe

li
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ty
in

so
u
n
u
su

a
l

a
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rm
,

th
a
t
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e

st
il
l

w
a
s

o
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o
n
a
ll
y

n
er
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o
u
s
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n
d
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b
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et

m
is

se
d

h
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n
d

d
a
u
g
h
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h
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h
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h
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P
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b
er

le
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h
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.
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B
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n
d

Ja
n
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t
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h
er
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el
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o
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v
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th
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b
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p
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w
is

h
o
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h
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b
o
u
g
h
t

a
n

es
ta

te
in

a
n
ei

g
h
b
o
u
ri

n
g

co
u
n
ty

to
D

er
b
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b
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p
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.
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