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JANE AUSTEN

was the natural result of the conduct of each party, and such as a very
imprudent marriage almost always produces. To save herself from use-
less remonstrance, Mrs. Price never wrote to her family on the subject
till actually married. Lady Bertram, who was a woman of very tranquil
feelings, and a temper remarkably easy and indolent, would have con-
tented herself with merely giving up her sister, and thinking no more of
the matter; but Mrs. Norris had a spirit of activity, which could not be
satisfied till she had written a long and angry letter to Fanny, to point
out the folly of her conduct, and threaten her with all its possible ill
consequences. Mrs. Price, in her turn, was injured and angry; and an
answer, which comprehended each sister in its bitterness, and bestowed
such very disrespectful reflections on the pride of Sir Thomas as Mrs.
Norris could not possibly keep to herself, put an end to all intercourse
between them for a considerable period.

Their homes were so distant, and the circles in which they moved
so distinct, as almost to preclude the means of ever hearing of each
other’s existence during the eleven following years, or, at least, to make
it very wonderful to Sir Thomas that Mrs. Norris should ever have it
in her power to tell them, as she now and then did, in an angry voice,
that Fanny had got another child. By the end of eleven years, however,
Mrs. Price could no longer afford to cherish pride or resentment, or
to lose one connexion that might possibly assist her. A large and still
increasing family, an husband disabled for active service, but not the less
equal to company and good liquor, and a very small income to supply
their wants, made her eager to regain the friends she had so carelessly
sacrificed; and she addressed Lady Bertram in a letter which spoke so
much contrition and despondence, such a superfluity of children, and
such a want of almost everything else, as could not but dispose them
all to a reconciliation. She was preparing for her ninth lying-in; and
after bewailing the circumstance, and imploring their countenance as
sponsors to the expected child, she could not conceal how important
she felt they might be to the future maintenance of the eight already in
being. Her eldest was a boy of ten years old, a fine spirited fellow, who
longed to be out in the world; but what could she do? Was there any
chance of his being hereafter useful to Sir Thomas in the concerns of his
West Indian property? No situation would be beneath him; or what did
Sir Thomas think of Woolwich? or how could a boy be sent out to the
East?

The letter was not unproductive. It re-established peace and kind-
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ness. Sir Thomas sent friendly advice and professions, Lady Bertram
dispatched money and baby-linen, and Mrs. Norris wrote the letters.

Such were its immediate effects, and within a twelvemonth a more
important advantage to Mrs. Price resulted from it. Mrs. Norris was
often observing to the others that she could not get her poor sister and
her family out of her head, and that, much as they had all done for her,
she seemed to be wanting to do more; and at length she could not but
own it to be her wish that poor Mrs. Price should be relieved from the
charge and expense of one child entirely out of her great number. “What
if they were among them to undertake the care of her eldest daughter,
a girl now nine years old, of an age to require more attention than her
poor mother could possibly give? The trouble and expense of it to them
would be nothing, compared with the benevolence of the action.” Lady
Bertram agreed with her instantly. “I think we cannot do better,” said
she; “let us send for the child.”

Sir Thomas could not give so instantaneous and unqualified a con-
sent. He debated and hesitated;—it was a serious charge;—a girl so
brought up must be adequately provided for, or there would be cruelty
instead of kindness in taking her from her family. He thought of his own
four children, of his two sons, of cousins in love, etc.;—but no sooner
had he deliberately begun to state his objections, than Mrs. Norris inter-
rupted him with a reply to them all, whether stated or not.

“My dear Sir Thomas, I perfectly comprehend you, and do justice
to the generosity and delicacy of your notions, which indeed are quite
of a piece with your general conduct; and 1 entirely agree with you in
the main as to the propriety of doing everything one could by way of
providing for a child one had in a manner taken into one’s own hands;
and I am sure I should be the last person in the world to withhold
my mite upon such an occasion. Having no children of my own, who
should T look to in any little matter I may ever have to bestow, but the
children of my sisters>—and I am sure Mr. Norris is too just—but you
know I am a woman of few words and professions. Do not let us be
frightened from a good deed by a trifle. Give a girl an education, and
introduce her properly into the world, and ten to one but she has the
means of settling well, without farther expense to anybody. A niece of
ours, Sir Thomas, I may say, or at least of yours, would not grow up in
this neighbourhood without many advantages. I don’t say she would be
so handsome as her cousins. I dare say she would not; but she would be
introduced into the society of this country under such very favourable
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JANE AUSTEN

fly; if, indeed, he should ever get well of his gouty complaints, it would
be a different matter: she should then be glad to take her turn, and
think nothing of the inconvenience; but just now, poor Mr. Norris took
up every moment of her time, and the very mention of such a thing she
was sure would distract him.

“Then she had better come to us,” said Lady Bertram, with the ut-
most composure. After a short pause Sir Thomas added with dignity,
“Yes, let her home be in this house. We will endeavour to do our duty
by her, and she will, at least, have the advantage of companions of her
own age, and of a regular instructress.”

“Very true,” cried Mrs. Norris, “which are both very important con-
siderations; and it will be just the same to Miss Lee whether she has
three girls to teach, or only two—there can be no difference. I only
wish I could be more useful; but you see I do all in my power. I am not
one of those that spare their own trouble; and Nanny shall fetch her,
however it may put me to inconvenience to have my chief counsellor
away for three days. I suppose, sister, you will put the child in the little
white attic, near the old nurseries. It will be much the best place for
her, so near Miss Lee, and not far from the girls, and close by the house-
maids, who could either of them help to dress her, you know, and take
care of her clothes, for I suppose you would not think it fair to expect
Ellis to wait on her as well as the others. Indeed, I do not see that you
could possibly place her anywhere else.”

Lady Bertram made no opposition.

“I hope she will prove a well-disposed girl,” continued Mrs. Norris,
“and be sensible of her uncommon good fortune in having such friends.”

“Should her disposition be really bad,” said Sir Thomas, “we must
not, for our own children’s sake, continue her in the family; but there
is no reason to expect so great an evil. We shall probably see much
to wish altered in her, and must prepare ourselves for gross ignorance,
some meanness of opinions, and very distressing vulgarity of manner;
but these are not incurable faults; nor, I trust, can they be dangerous for
her associates. Had my daughters been younger than herself, I should
have considered the introduction of such a companion as a matter of
very serious moment; but, as it is, I hope there can be nothing to fear
for them, and everything to hope for ber, from the association.”

“That is exactly what I think,” cried Mrs. Norris, “and what I was
saying to my husband this morning. It will be an education for the child,
said I, only being with her cousins; if Miss Lee taught her nothing, she

)
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would learn to be good and clever from them.”

“I hope she will not tease my poor pug,” said Lady Bertram; “I have
but just got Julia to leave it alone.”

“There will be some difficulty in our way, Mrs. Norris,” observed
Sir Thomas, “as to the distinction proper to be made between the girls
as they grow up: how to preserve in the minds of my daughters the
consciousness of what they are, without making them think too lowly
of their cousin; and how, without depressing her spirits too far, to make
her remember that she is not a Miss Bertram. 1 should wish to see them
very good friends, and would, on no account, authorise in my girls the
smallest degree of arrogance towards their relation; but still they cannot
be equals. Their rank, fortune, rights, and expectations will always be
different. It is a point of great delicacy, and you must assist us in our
endeavours to choose exactly the right line of conduct.”

Mrs. Norris was quite at his service; and though she perfectly agreed
with him as to its being a most difficult thing, encouraged him to hope
that between them it would be easily managed.

It will be readily believed that Mrs. Norris did not write to her sis-
ter in vain. Mrs. Price seemed rather surprised that a girl should be
fixed on, when she had so many fine boys, but accepted the offer most
thankfully, assuring them of her daughter’s being a very well-disposed,
good-humoured girl, and trusting they would never have cause to throw
her off. She spoke of her farther as somewhat delicate and puny, but
was sanguine in the hope of her being materially better for change of
air. Poor woman! she probably thought change of air might agree with
many of her children.

]

Chapter 2

THE LITTLE GIRL performed her long journey in safety; and at
Northampton was met by Mrs. Norris, who thus regaled in the credit
of being foremost to welcome her, and in the importance of leading her
in to the others, and recommending her to their kindness.

Fanny Price was at this time just ten years old, and though there
might not be much in her first appearance to captivate, there was, at
least, nothing to disgust her relations. She was small of her age, with no
glow of complexion, nor any other striking beauty; exceedingly timid
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JANE AUSTEN

touched she expected to injure, and she crept about in constant terror of
something or other; often retreating towards her own chamber to cry;
and the little girl who was spoken of in the drawing-room when she left
it at night as seeming so desirably sensible of her peculiar good fortune,
ended every day’s sorrows by sobbing herself to sleep. A week had
passed in this way, and no suspicion of it conveyed by her quiet passive
manner, when she was found one morning by her cousin Edmund, the
youngest of the sons, sitting crying on the attic stairs.

“My dear little cousin,” said he, with all the gentleness of an excel-
lent nature, “what can be the matter?” And sitting down by her, he
was at great pains to overcome her shame in being so surprised, and
persuade her to speak openly. Was she ill? or was anybody angry with
her? or had she quarrelled with Maria and Julia? or was she puzzled
about anything in her lesson that he could explain? Did she, in short,
want anything he could possibly get her, or do for her? For a long while
no answer could be obtained beyond a “no, no—not at all—no, thank
you”; but he still persevered; and no sooner had he begun to revert
to her own home, than her increased sobs explained to him where the
grievance lay. He tried to console her.

“You are sorry to leave Mama, my dear little Fanny,” said he,
“which shows you to be a very good girl; but you must remember that
you are with relations and friends, who all love you, and wish to make
you happy. Let us walk out in the park, and you shall tell me all about
your brothers and sisters.”

On pursuing the subject, he found that, dear as all these brothers
and sisters generally were, there was one among them who ran more in
her thoughts than the rest. It was William whom she talked of most, and
wanted most to see. William, the eldest, a year older than herself, her
constant companion and friend; her advocate with her mother (of whom
he was the darling) in every distress. “William did not like she should
come away; he had told her he should miss her very much indeed.” “But
William will write to you, I dare say.” “Yes, he had promised he would,
but he had told her to write first.” “And when shall you do it?” She
hung her head and answered hesitatingly, “she did not know; she had
not any paper.”

“If that be all your difficulty, I will furnish you with paper and every
other material, and you may write your letter whenever you choose.
Would it make you happy to write to William?”

“Yes, very.”
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“Then let it be done now. Come with me into the breakfast-room,
we shall find everything there, and be sure of having the room to our-
selves.”

“But, cousin, will it go to the post?”

“Yes, depend upon me it shall: it shall go with the other letters; and,
as your uncle will frank it, it will cost William nothing.”

“My uncle!” repeated Fanny, with a frightened look.

“Yes, when you have written the letter, I will take it to my father to
frank.”

Fanny thought it a bold measure, but offered no further resistance;
and they went together into the breakfast-room, where Edmund pre-
pared her paper, and ruled her lines with all the goodwill that her
brother could himself have felt, and probably with somewhat more ex-
actness. He continued with her the whole time of her writing, to assist
her with his penknife or his orthography, as either were wanted; and
added to these attentions, which she felt very much, a kindness to her
brother which delighted her beyond all the rest. He wrote with his own
hand his love to his cousin William, and sent him half a guinea under
the seal. Fanny’s feelings on the occasion were such as she believed
herself incapable of expressing; but her countenance and a few artless
words fully conveyed all their gratitude and delight, and her cousin be-
gan to find her an interesting object. He talked to her more, and, from
all that she said, was convinced of her having an affectionate heart, and
a strong desire of doing right; and he could perceive her to be farther
entitled to attention by great sensibility of her situation, and great timid-
ity. He had never knowingly given her pain, but he now felt that she
required more positive kindness; and with that view endeavoured, in
the first place, to lessen her fears of them all, and gave her especially a
great deal of good advice as to playing with Maria and Julia, and being
as merry as possible.

From this day Fanny grew more comfortable. She felt that she had
a friend, and the kindness of her cousin Edmund gave her better spir-
its with everybody else. The place became less strange, and the people
less formidable; and if there were some amongst them whom she could
not cease to fear, she began at least to know their ways, and to catch
the best manner of conforming to them. The little rusticities and awk-
wardnesses which had at first made grievous inroads on the tranquillity
of all, and not least of herself, necessarily wore away, and she was no
longer materially afraid to appear before her uncle, nor did her aunt
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JANE AUSTEN

sary, for they were under the care of a governess, with proper masters,
and could want nothing more. As for Fanny’s being stupid at learning,
“she could only say it was very unlucky, but some people were stupid,
and Fanny must take more pains: she did not know what else was to
be done; and, except her being so dull, she must add she saw no harm
in the poor little thing, and always found her very handy and quick in
carrying messages, and fetching, what she wanted.”

Fanny, with all her faults of ignorance and timidity, was fixed at
Mansfield Park, and learning to transfer in its favour much of her at-
tachment to her former home, grew up there not unhappily among her
cousins. There was no positive ill-nature in Maria or Julia; and though
Fanny was often mortified by their treatment of her, she thought too
lowly of her own claims to feel injured by it.

From about the time of her entering the family, Lady Bertram, in
consequence of a little ill-health, and a great deal of indolence, gave up
the house in town, which she had been used to occupy every spring, and
remained wholly in the country, leaving Sir Thomas to attend his duty
in Parliament, with whatever increase or diminution of comfort might
arise from her absence. In the country, therefore, the Miss Bertrams
continued to exercise their memories, practise their duets, and grow tall
and womanly: and their father saw them becoming in person, manner,
and accomplishments, everything that could satisfy his anxiety. His el-
dest son was careless and extravagant, and had already given him much
uneasiness; but his other children promised him nothing but good. His
daughters, he felt, while they retained the name of Bertram, must be
giving it new grace, and in quitting it, he trusted, would extend its re-
spectable alliances; and the character of Edmund, his strong good sense
and uprightness of mind, bid most fairly for utility, honour, and happi-
ness to himself and all his connexions. He was to be a clergyman.

Amid the cares and the complacency which his own children sug-
gested, Sir Thomas did not forget to do what he could for the children
of Mrs. Price: he assisted her liberally in the education and disposal
of her sons as they became old enough for a determinate pursuit; and
Fanny, though almost totally separated from her family, was sensible of
the truest satisfaction in hearing of any kindness towards them, or of
anything at all promising in their situation or conduct. Once, and once
only, in the course of many years, had she the happiness of being with
William. Of the rest she saw nothing: nobody seemed to think of her
ever going amongst them again, even for a visit, nobody at home seemed
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to want her; but William determining, soon after her removal, to be a
sailor, was invited to spend a week with his sister in Northamptonshire
before he went to sea. Their eager affection in meeting, their exquisite
delight in being together, their hours of happy mirth, and moments of
serious conference, may be imagined; as well as the sanguine views and
spirits of the boy even to the last, and the misery of the girl when he
left her. Luckily the visit happened in the Christmas holidays, when
she could directly look for comfort to her cousin Edmund; and he told
her such charming things of what William was to do, and be hereafter,
in consequence of his profession, as made her gradually admit that the
separation might have some use. Edmund’s friendship never failed her:
his leaving Eton for Oxford made no change in his kind dispositions,
and only afforded more frequent opportunities of proving them. With-
out any display of doing more than the rest, or any fear of doing too
much, he was always true to her interests, and considerate of her feel-
ings, trying to make her good qualities understood, and to conquer the
diffidence which prevented their being more apparent; giving her advice,
consolation, and encouragement.

Kept back as she was by everybody else, his single support could
not bring her forward; but his attentions were otherwise of the highest
importance in assisting the improvement of her mind, and extending its
pleasures. He knew her to be clever, to have a quick apprehension as
well as good sense, and a fondness for reading, which, properly directed,
must be an education in itself. Miss Lee taught her French, and heard
her read the daily portion of history; but he recommended the books
which charmed her leisure hours, he encouraged her taste, and corrected
her judgment: he made reading useful by talking to her of what she read,
and heightened its attraction by judicious praise. In return for such
services she loved him better than anybody in the world except William:
her heart was divided between the two.

Chapter 3

THE FIRST EVENT of any importance in the family was the death of Mr.
Norris, which happened when Fanny was about fifteen, and necessarily
introduced alterations and novelties. Mrs. Norris, on quitting the Par-
sonage, removed first to the Park, and afterwards to a small house of
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JANE AUSTEN

“Indeed!”

“Yes; my aunt Bertram has just told me so. It is quite settled. I am
to leave Mansfield Park, and go to the White House, I suppose, as soon
as she is removed there.”

“Well, Fanny, and if the plan were not unpleasant to you, I should
call it an excellent one.”

“Oh, cousin!”

“It has everything else in its favour. My aunt is acting like a sensible
woman in wishing for you. She is choosing a friend and companion
exactly where she ought, and I am glad her love of money does not
interfere. You will be what you ought to be to her. T hope it does not
distress you very much, Fanny?”

“Indeed it does: I cannot like it. I love this house and everything in
it: I shall love nothing there. You know how uncomfortable I feel with
her.”

“I can say nothing for her manner to you as a child; but it was the
same with us all, or nearly so. She never knew how to be pleasant to
children. But you are now of an age to be treated better; I think she
is behaving better already; and when you are her only companion, you
must be important to her.”

“I can never be important to any one.”

“What is to prevent you?”

“Everything. My situation, my foolishness and awkwardness.”

“As to your foolishness and awkwardness, my dear Fanny, believe
me, you never have a shadow of either, but in using the words so improp-
erly. There is no reason in the world why you should not be important
where you are known. You have good sense, and a sweet temper, and
I am sure you have a grateful heart, that could never receive kindness
without wishing to return it. I do not know any better qualifications for
a friend and companion.”

“You are too kind,” said Fanny, colouring at such praise; “how shall
I ever thank you as I ought, for thinking so well of me. Oh! cousin, if
I am to go away, I shall remember your goodness to the last moment of
my life.”

“Why, indeed, Fanny, I should hope to be remembered at such a dis-
tance as the White House. You speak as if you were going two hundred
miles off instead of only across the park; but you will belong to us al-
most as much as ever. The two families will be meeting every day in the
year. The only difference will be that, living with your aunt, you will
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necessarily be brought forward as you ought to be. Here there are too
many whom you can hide behind; but with ber you will be forced to
speak for yourself.”

“Oh! I do not say so.”

“I must say it, and say it with pleasure. Mrs. Norris is much better
fitted than my mother for having the charge of you now. She is of a
temper to do a great deal for anybody she really interests herself about,
and she will force you to do justice to your natural powers.”

Fanny sighed, and said, “I cannot see things as you do; but I ought to
believe you to be right rather than myself, and I am very much obliged
to you for trying to reconcile me to what must be. If I could suppose
my aunt really to care for me, it would be delightful to feel myself of
consequence to anybody. Here, I know, I am of none, and yet I love the
place so well.”

“The place, Fanny, is what you will not quit, though you quit the
house. You will have as free a command of the park and gardens as ever.
Even your constant little heart need not take fright at such a nominal
change. You will have the same walks to frequent, the same library to
choose from, the same people to look at, the same horse to ride.”

“Very true. Yes, dear old grey pony! Ah! cousin, when I remember
how much I used to dread riding, what terrors it gave me to hear it
talked of as likely to do me good (oh! how I have trembled at my
uncle’s opening his lips if horses were talked of), and then think of the
kind pains you took to reason and persuade me out of my fears, and
convince me that I should like it after a little while, and feel how right
you proved to be, I am inclined to hope you may always prophesy as
well.”

“And I am quite convinced that your being with Mrs. Norris will be
as good for your mind as riding has been for your health, and as much
for your ultimate happiness too.”

So ended their discourse, which, for any very appropriate service
it could render Fanny, might as well have been spared, for Mrs. Nor-
ris had not the smallest intention of taking her. It had never occurred
to her, on the present occasion, but as a thing to be carefully avoided.
To prevent its being expected, she had fixed on the smallest habitation
which could rank as genteel among the buildings of Mansfield parish,
the White House being only just large enough to receive herself and her
servants, and allow a spare room for a friend, of which she made a
very particular point. The spare rooms at the Parsonage had never been
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JANE AUSTEN

consolation to Edmund for his disappointment in what he had expected
to be so essentially serviceable to her. Mrs. Norris took possession of
the White House, the Grants arrived at the Parsonage, and these events
over, everything at Mansfield went on for some time as usual.

The Grants showing a disposition to be friendly and sociable, gave
great satisfaction in the main among their new acquaintance. They had
their faults, and Mrs. Norris soon found them out. The Doctor was
very fond of eating, and would have a good dinner every day; and Mrs.
Grant, instead of contriving to gratify him at little expense, gave her
cook as high wages as they did at Mansfield Park, and was scarcely ever
seen in her offices. Mrs. Norris could not speak with any temper of such
grievances, nor of the quantity of butter and eggs that were regularly
consumed in the house. “Nobody loved plenty and hospitality more
than herself; nobody more hated pitiful doings; the Parsonage, she be-
lieved, had never been wanting in comforts of any sort, had never borne
a bad character in ber time, but this was a way of going on that she
could not understand. A fine lady in a country parsonage was quite out
of place. Her store-room, she thought, might have been good enough
for Mrs. Grant to go into. Inquire where she would, she could not find
out that Mrs. Grant had ever had more than five thousand pounds.”

Lady Bertram listened without much interest to this sort of invective.
She could not enter into the wrongs of an economist, but she felt all the
injuries of beauty in Mrs. Grant’s being so well settled in life without
being handsome, and expressed her astonishment on that point almost
as often, though not so diffusely, as Mrs. Norris discussed the other.

These opinions had been hardly canvassed a year before another
event arose of such importance in the family, as might fairly claim some
place in the thoughts and conversation of the ladies. Sir Thomas found
it expedient to go to Antigua himself, for the better arrangement of his
affairs, and he took his eldest son with him, in the hope of detaching
him from some bad connexions at home. They left England with the
probability of being nearly a twelvemonth absent.

The necessity of the measure in a pecuniary light, and the hope of
its utility to his son, reconciled Sir Thomas to the effort of quitting
the rest of his family, and of leaving his daughters to the direction of
others at their present most interesting time of life. He could not think
Lady Bertram quite equal to supply his place with them, or rather, to
perform what should have been her own; but, in Mrs. Norris’s watchful
attention, and in Edmund’s judgment, he had sufficient confidence to
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make him go without fears for their conduct.

Lady Bertram did not at all like to have her husband leave her; but
she was not disturbed by any alarm for his safety, or solicitude for his
comfort, being one of those persons who think nothing can be danger-
ous, or difficult, or fatiguing to anybody but themselves.

The Miss Bertrams were much to be pitied on the occasion: not for
their sorrow, but for their want of it. Their father was no object of
love to them; he had never seemed the friend of their pleasures, and his
absence was unhappily most welcome. They were relieved by it from
all restraint; and without aiming at one gratification that would prob-
ably have been forbidden by Sir Thomas, they felt themselves immedi-
ately at their own disposal, and to have every indulgence within their
reach. Fanny’s relief, and her consciousness of it, were quite equal to
her cousins’; but a more tender nature suggested that her feelings were
ungrateful, and she really grieved because she could not grieve. “Sir
Thomas, who had done so much for her and her brothers, and who was
gone perhaps never to return! that she should see him go without a
tear! it was a shameful insensibility.” He had said to her, moreover, on
the very last morning, that he hoped she might see William again in the
course of the ensuing winter, and had charged her to write and invite
him to Mansfield as soon as the squadron to which he belonged should
be known to be in England. “This was so thoughtful and kind!” and
would he only have smiled upon her, and called her “my dear Fanny,”
while he said it, every former frown or cold address might have been
forgotten. But he had ended his speech in a way to sink her in sad mor-
tification, by adding, “If William does come to Mansfield, I hope you
may be able to convince him that the many years which have passed
since you parted have not been spent on your side entirely without im-
provement; though, I fear, he must find his sister at sixteen in some
respects too much like his sister at ten.” She cried bitterly over this re-
flection when her uncle was gone; and her cousins, on seeing her with
red eyes, set her down as a hypocrite.

Chapter 4

ToM BERTRAM had of late spent so little of his time at home that he
could be only nominally missed; and Lady Bertram was soon astonished

23



§¢

pey Sewoy ], II§ 2I0s SEM UG 'SUISNOD I9Y JO J[AIS 33 UI ‘UMO I3 JO
as10y s Ape[ Je[n3a1 e aAry p[noys Auue Jeyd Todordwr uoad pue Ares
-sadaouun A[aIN[osqe Se 11 JOPISU0d Ing 10U pnod ayg -isod ay1 01 1uas
oy Auod a3 WAyl pud[ UaYl pue mou Iydw Juerr) I sdeyrad ieqs 10
‘pIeMIIS Y} JO PIMOIIOQ 3] IYSIW U0 JBYl IO oM AJISeA Op pnom
1e) ieg oyl 01 Surduo[dq sioquinu Yl Suowe punoy 3q IysSiwu Juryl
p1o Apea1s awos Jey1 Sururyl d[oy 10u p[nod SLIION] "SIJ “Juelrodwiun
Teadde a1 oyewr 03 qune sy Jo AWOU0I3 Y3 10 ToylowW siy Jo ssauaurdns
a1 4q pasdim aq pnod 1aadreym pasoddo oy yorym [arm UonBIR[I9p 10|
-0S3I oY1 Sem ISIOY B JARY ISNW AUUEJ, JBY) pUE Ouop aq 01 Jury
QU0 INQ WIY YITM PIWIS AIAYD ‘S109JJ2 [[T ST PaA1adIad pue ‘pajeniis sem
Auue,] MOY PUBISIOPUN 0] ‘PIUWINIAT Y UYA\ "PITPIWT ISN[ILd U
9ARY P[NOM [IAJ U1 IO “QUIT] SIYI 1B JUISCE SeM PUNWIPY "YONU SE Y[BM
01 1y3no Apoq410as Supuiyl ‘Aep [[e Supj[em Sem Oym ‘SILION] "SIA
pue ¢J[as1ay 01 Juesea[dun sem 11 se ApoqAIaAd 10J ATBSSIDAUUN SB 3] 0
3S1019X3 UIp[OY WenIdq ApeT :19Y10 9yl JO UOnesnsul oyl 1e JI3uans
10U puo£aq pay[em IO ‘Qune JUO [IMm ABp J[OUM Y] JWOY IB IBs IAYI
Auueq pue ‘Aepy pue [Ldy Jo sSuruIoW auy JYI Ul SIPLI [NFIIAYD JOYI
3001 A3, *aWED IAJU ‘9sIN0d Jo ‘own 1eyl ‘ainsea[d [ea1 Aue Jo 20y
-Jks 9y1 01 srouuewW JUISI[qO Iy SUIAIIED JO BIpI OU PeY puk ‘Aep Juy
£I9A9 $9SI0Y JIOUI pajuem A[Ie[NSa1 SWEIIdY SSIA 9Y3 Sk pue  ‘woyl
JUBM JOU PIP A3 UdYM dWIT) AU JB SISIOY S,UISNOD 131] JO U0 IPLI Iy ST
ays,, ‘syune 1oy £q PIAIISqO SBm 11 Se  ‘9snedaq,, ‘ureSe 1oy Sununour
10J UOYE1 2IOM SIINSBAUI OU “MOB(-3sI0Y U0 JUIplr 197 jo ddueirodur
paspajmouoe ay1 Jo 211ds UT J0J SUOMDAJJE ISY Ul SB [[oM SB [I[edy
I9Y Ur $sO[ 9y SuI[ed JO IPSUBp UI SEM JUS JWN JwWos I0J pue ‘Auod
£313 p[o a1 ‘puaLyy panjea Iy jo 19y paaridop Furrds Surnsus oy,
“yonw
[1I0M SeMm BALLIE ST JO 9doy SUI[Iej-19AU Y3 ‘puB[3uF 01 WIRI[[IK OU
1y3noIq 11 y3noyl I0J {19y 01 JOIUIM J[(BIIOJWOD B SEM T ‘O[Oym U3
uod() ‘WAY) UT UIIDUOD JOIBIU AUE JO IPT UB INOYIIM ‘9I0JIIYI ‘paualsI|
pUE ‘Owes 9yl 01 PINIWPE 3q I9A3 P[NOYS S UIFLWI 0] UONIBNIIS UMO
197 jo Ajmo[ 001 1YSNOYl INq ‘YIM PIdUBP pBY punNwWpi Woym pue
‘s[[eq 93 Jo AJ[erdadsa ‘wayl JO JUNOJOE UB IBIY 01 PIAO[ AYS ‘ST
SUISNOD 137 0) Sy ‘SIUQWISSBITRqUID IO Ssulie[e sII Ul asned e umouy|
WOP[s PeY YoIym purur e 01 sawod[om A[qeeadsun sem ‘ssoupunun Jo
punos Aue wWoljy 2797-v-2121 © yons Ul A11ndas 19719d 197 ‘s3uruaas yons
jo Anpymbuen 9yl pue 1oy 01 peal T2y 01 PIUASI T2 01 PIAY[eI S
‘A11ed e 10 [[eq ® JO 1ySIu oy SuLinp wenrag ApeT 031 SUIYIAISAd JWEddq

AIVd ATAIISNV N

8¢

ay3 [OJION] UI 9JBISS poOo3 B peY UOS 9] ‘auniroj jo djdoad Sunod
a19m A9 ], oSBIIIBW PUOIAS B AQ ISYIOW 1Y JO UIP[IYD Y3 ‘pIOJmEI))
SSTIA| PU® I\ B JUBID) ‘SIJA] JO I9ISIS puk I9Y}0Iq 9y} Ul UOnIppe ue
P9ATa02T IZR[[1A 91 JO AIA100S oY1 UM Teak Y1uaalySIa 1oy payoeal snl
pey Auueq pue (40 Jo yiuow 9yl Ul SITEJFE JO 91BIS dYI SEM [ONg
“Iowrwns Y3 Jo pud Ay}
910J9q enSnuy SUIABI] PUE ‘UONDEBJSIIES 2I1IUI SIY 01 SUIYILIIAS SUI1I9S
Jo sadoy Suoms pey pue qudy ul 9301m S 01 pIemio] £[195es Sunjoo]
urede sem Y [OIYM ‘WINIDI STy 210Jaq 29e[d axe1 10U p[noys J3eLirew oyl
Jey} pauonIpuod A[uo 9 *3[qIssod Se U0O0S St PIASAUOD SEM JOUIIINIUOD
£11837 1SOW STy pUB—ISAIAIUT JUIBS Y PUB AIUNOD JWES Y] UI—IIO0S
14811 9y JO AJI0BXd UOIXIUUOD B SeMm 1] '9[qeadirde pue pood A[10951ad
ay3 Inq SuryIou pIeay Ay Yorym jo pue ‘snoaSeiueape Aqeuonsanbun os
souer([e ue Jo 10adsoxd oy ur Addey A[na sem Tasamoy ‘sewroy 1 I1g
«'MO[[37 p1dnis £19A & 9q P[NOM Y Tea£ B PUBSNOY] IA]oM] 10U
pey uew s1y3 J,,—Auedwod s yaromysny I Ul Jesury o1 Surdes uaijo
WOJJ UTRIJoI 9Y P[NOD JOU {dW0dUT I3T.] B UT 213U2D p[noys ssaurddey 1oy
1e) paseald 1ou sem oy Inq ‘ssaurddey umo 19y Jo a8pnl 1s3q 9y1 aq 03
I21STS SIY MO[[e P[nod oY ‘uoruedwod J[qeIIsap & riomysny TN puy
01 WIY dNPUl P[NOd SIune sy Jo uoneIudasaidar ou Inq ‘ssauisnq Ayl
ur J[neJ e 99s P[nod oym AIure] ayl Jo auo A[UO IY) Sem punwpy
“1u9sa1d 1B JO PaY[el 2 01 10U ISIIBW B SB IIIYMAIIAD I1 JO UI[e) SS1I
-TON] "SIN ue(d £0103s 18 opew 1due1le J9YI10 OU pue JUIeRIISIT INOYIIM
UO PaLIIEd SBM SII[IUTB] OM] 9U[] JO 2SINOIINUI Y] ‘UOIXIUUOD Y] UT 2INS
-e3[d [BIPIOD 1SOW SIY JO IqNOP B I3 SUO OU SE ‘[IYMUEBIW 3} UT ‘Inq
{PIATIOAT 9q P[NOD IUASUOD SSBWOY [ II§ I0J3( SYIUOUT JUIOS SBM 1]
"WRIIIdg SSTA SUIAIIBUI S Y1I0MUSTY
TN Jo Aouarpadxa oya 397 ‘ased syoam Auew J0j ‘pey Oym ‘poOYyINog
-(yS1ou 231 JO UO-SIANO0O[ [BIUAS Y] JO pUB ‘SAAIUIE] A1I2adsa1 J191) JO
UOMOEJSIIES 9Y1 01 Yonuw ‘OIul PIIaIud Sem ‘SEWOY ] IIS JUIsqe 3y 03
90UaI9Ja1 aNP B Yum Juawadedus ue pue ‘suorurdo asoys pagnsnl ajdoad
SunoA a1 ‘s[req jo raqumu 12doid e 1e 19410 YoBa YIm Fuduep 1013y
19
(o®r11e PUB 9AI9SIp 01 Uew 3unoL ay3 A[aesaid pareadde yriomysny i\m
‘oouejurenboe Uk 110Ys 0S UO IPIOIP 03 J[9SIY MO[[B P[NOD SLIION] "SIA
St JBJ SB 394 INq :9010YD JIY UI I[NOYJIP 9 ISnU ‘SIdJrwpe £q papunol
-Ins 0s ‘asInod Jo ‘pue ‘[a3ue ue—ssapney A309jrod—i[e wWayl Jo yS3I|
-op pue optid oyl padpul sem BB “ILIdW YsMIUNSIP [[9m OS p[nod
YOIy 1910BIBYD JO JUIUIUIIISIP 201U Y} paIrupe pue ‘uawnjdwod )

NAILSNVY ANV ([



JANE AUSTEN

never intended it: and she must say that, to be making such a purchase
in his absence, and adding to the great expenses of his stable, at a time
when a large part of his income was unsettled, seemed to her very un-
justifiable. “Fanny must have a horse,” was Edmund’s only reply. Mrs.
Norris could not see it in the same light. Lady Bertram did: she entirely
agreed with her son as to the necessity of it, and as to its being consid-
ered necessary by his father; she only pleaded against there being any
hurry; she only wanted him to wait till Sir Thomas’s return, and then Sir
Thomas might settle it all himself. He would be at home in September,
and where would be the harm of only waiting till September?

Though Edmund was much more displeased with his aunt than with
his mother, as evincing least regard for her niece, he could not help
paying more attention to what she said; and at length determined on
a method of proceeding which would obviate the risk of his father’s
thinking he had done too much, and at the same time procure for Fanny
the immediate means of exercise, which he could not bear she should be
without. He had three horses of his own, but not one that would carry a
woman. Two of them were hunters; the third, a useful road-horse: this
third he resolved to exchange for one that his cousin might ride; he knew
where such a one was to be met with; and having once made up his
mind, the whole business was soon completed. The new mare proved
a treasure; with a very little trouble she became exactly calculated for
the purpose, and Fanny was then put in almost full possession of her.
She had not supposed before that anything could ever suit her like the
old grey pony; but her delight in Edmund’s mare was far beyond any
former pleasure of the sort; and the addition it was ever receiving in
the consideration of that kindness from which her pleasure sprung, was
beyond all her words to express. She regarded her cousin as an example
of everything good and great, as possessing worth which no one but
herself could ever appreciate, and as entitled to such gratitude from her
as no feelings could be strong enough to pay. Her sentiments towards
him were compounded of all that was respectful, grateful, confiding,
and tender.

As the horse continued in name, as well as fact, the property of
Edmund, Mrs. Norris could tolerate its being for Fanny’s use; and had
Lady Bertram ever thought about her own objection again, he might
have been excused in her eyes for not waiting till Sir Thomas’s return
in September, for when September came Sir Thomas was still abroad,
and without any near prospect of finishing his business. Unfavourable
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circumstances had suddenly arisen at a moment when he was beginning
to turn all his thoughts towards England; and the very great uncertainty
in which everything was then involved determined him on sending home
his son, and waiting the final arrangement by himself Tom arrived safely,
bringing an excellent account of his father’s health; but to very little
purpose, as far as Mrs. Norris was concerned. Sir Thomas’s sending
away his son seemed to her so like a parent’s care, under the influence of
a foreboding of evil to himself, that she could not help feeling dreadful
presentiments; and as the long evenings of autumn came on, was so
terribly haunted by these ideas, in the sad solitariness of her cottage, as
to be obliged to take daily refuge in the dining-room of the Park. The
return of winter engagements, however, was not without its effect; and
in the course of their progress, her mind became so pleasantly occupied
in superintending the fortunes of her eldest niece, as tolerably to quiet
her nerves. “If poor Sir Thomas were fated never to return, it would
be peculiarly consoling to see their dear Maria well married,” she very
often thought; always when they were in the company of men of fortune,
and particularly on the introduction of a young man who had recently
succeeded to one of the largest estates and finest places in the country.
Mr. Rushworth was from the first struck with the beauty of Miss
Bertram, and, being inclined to marry, soon fancied himself in love. He
was a heavy young man, with not more than common sense; but as
there was nothing disagreeable in his figure or address, the young lady
was well pleased with her conquest. Being now in her twenty-first year,
Maria Bertram was beginning to think matrimony a duty; and as a mar-
riage with Mr. Rushworth would give her the enjoyment of a larger
income than her father’s, as well as ensure her the house in town, which
was now a prime object, it became, by the same rule of moral obligation,
her evident duty to marry Mr. Rushworth if she could. Mrs. Norris
was most zealous in promoting the match, by every suggestion and con-
trivance likely to enhance its desirableness to either party; and, among
other means, by seeking an intimacy with the gentleman’s mother, who
at present lived with him, and to whom she even forced Lady Bertram
to go through ten miles of indifferent road to pay a morning visit. It
was not long before a good understanding took place between this lady
and herself. Mrs. Rushworth acknowledged herself very desirous that
her son should marry, and declared that of all the young ladies she had
ever seen, Miss Bertram seemed, by her amiable qualities and accom-
plishments, the best adapted to make him happy. Mrs. Norris accepted
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young man and woman of very prepossessing appearance. Mary Craw-
ford was remarkably pretty; Henry, though not handsome, had air and
countenance; the manners of both were lively and pleasant, and Mrs.
Grant immediately gave them credit for everything else. She was de-
lighted with each, but Mary was her dearest object; and having never
been able to glory in beauty of her own, she thoroughly enjoyed the
power of being proud of her sister’s. She had not waited her arrival to
look out for a suitable match for her: she had fixed on Tom Bertram; the
eldest son of a baronet was not too good for a girl of twenty thousand
pounds, with all the elegance and accomplishments which Mrs. Grant
foresaw in her; and being a warm-hearted, unreserved woman, Mary
had not been three hours in the house before she told her what she had
planned.

Miss Crawford was glad to find a family of such consequence so
very near them, and not at all displeased either at her sister’s early care,
or the choice it had fallen on. Matrimony was her object, provided she
could marry well: and having seen Mr. Bertram in town, she knew that
objection could no more be made to his person than to his situation in
life. While she treated it as a joke, therefore, she did not forget to think
of it seriously. The scheme was soon repeated to Henry.

“And now,” added Mrs. Grant, “I have thought of something to
make it complete. I should dearly love to settle you both in this country;
and therefore, Henry, you shall marry the youngest Miss Bertram, a nice,
handsome, good-humoured, accomplished girl, who will make you very
happy.”

Henry bowed and thanked her.

“My dear sister,” said Mary, “if you can persuade him into anything
of the sort, it will be a fresh matter of delight to me to find myself allied
to anybody so clever, and I shall only regret that you have not half a
dozen daughters to dispose of. If you can persuade Henry to marry,
you must have the address of a Frenchwoman. All that English abilities
can do has been tried already. I have three very particular friends who
have been all dying for him in their turn; and the pains which they, their
mothers (very clever women), as well as my dear aunt and myself, have
taken to reason, coax, or trick him into marrying, is inconceivable! He
is the most horrible flirt that can be imagined. If your Miss Bertrams do
not like to have their hearts broke, let them avoid Henry.”

“My dear brother, I will not believe this of you.”

“No, I am sure you are too good. You will be kinder than Mary. You
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will allow for the doubts of youth and inexperience. I am of a cautious
temper, and unwilling to risk my happiness in a hurry. Nobody can
think more highly of the matrimonial state than myself I consider the
blessing of a wife as most justly described in those discreet lines of the
poet—"Heaven’s last best gift.””

“There, Mrs. Grant, you see how he dwells on one word, and only
look at his smile. I assure you he is very detestable; the Admiral’s lessons
have quite spoiled him.”

“I pay very little regard,” said Mrs. Grant, “to what any young
person says on the subject of marriage. If they profess a disinclination
for it, I only set it down that they have not yet seen the right person.”

Dr. Grant laughingly congratulated Miss Crawford on feeling no
disinclination to the state herself.

“Oh yes! I am not at all ashamed of it. I would have everybody
marry if they can do it properly: I do not like to have people throw
themselves away; but everybody should marry as soon as they can do it
to advantage.”

Chapter §

THE YOUNG PEOPLE were pleased with each other from the first.
On each side there was much to attract, and their acquaintance soon
promised as early an intimacy as good manners would warrant. Miss
Crawford’s beauty did her no disservice with the Miss Bertrams. They
were too handsome themselves to dislike any woman for being so too,
and were almost as much charmed as their brothers with her lively dark
eye, clear brown complexion, and general prettiness. Had she been tall,
full formed, and fair, it might have been more of a trial: but as it was,
there could be no comparison; and she was most allowably a sweet,
pretty girl, while they were the finest young women in the country.

Her brother was not handsome: no, when they first saw him he
was absolutely plain, black and plain; but still he was the gentleman,
with a pleasing address. The second meeting proved him not so very
plain: he was plain, to be sure, but then he had so much countenance,
and his teeth were so good, and he was so well made, that one soon
forgot he was plain; and after a third interview, after dining in company
with him at the Parsonage, he was no longer allowed to be called so by
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JANE AUSTEN

Mansfield shall cure you both, and without any taking in. Stay with us,
and we will cure you.”

The Crawfords, without wanting to be cured, were very willing to
stay. Mary was satisfied with the Parsonage as a present home, and
Henry equally ready to lengthen his visit. He had come, intending to
spend only a few days with them; but Mansfield promised well, and
there was nothing to call him elsewhere. It delighted Mrs. Grant to keep
them both with her, and Dr. Grant was exceedingly well contented to
have it so: a talking pretty young woman like Miss Crawford is always
pleasant society to an indolent, stay-at-home man; and Mr. Crawford’s
being his guest was an excuse for drinking claret every day.

The Miss Bertrams’ admiration of Mr. Crawford was more raptur-
ous than anything which Miss Crawford’s habits made her likely to feel.
She acknowledged, however, that the Mr. Bertrams were very fine young
men, that two such young men were not often seen together even in Lon-
don, and that their manners, particularly those of the eldest, were very
good. He had been much in London, and had more liveliness and gal-
lantry than Edmund, and must, therefore, be preferred; and, indeed, his
being the eldest was another strong claim. She had felt an early presen-
timent that she should like the eldest best. She knew it was her way.

Tom Bertram must have been thought pleasant, indeed, at any rate;
he was the sort of young man to be generally liked, his agreeableness
was of the kind to be oftener found agreeable than some endowments
of a higher stamp, for he had easy manners, excellent spirits, a large
acquaintance, and a great deal to say; and the reversion of Mansfield
Park, and a baronetcy, did no harm to all this. Miss Crawford soon
felt that he and his situation might do. She looked about her with due
consideration, and found almost everything in his favour: a park, a real
park, five miles round, a spacious modern-built house, so well placed
and well screened as to deserve to be in any collection of engravings of
gentlemen’s seats in the kingdom, and wanting only to be completely
new furnished—pleasant sisters, a quiet mother, and an agreeable man
himself—with the advantage of being tied up from much gaming at
present by a promise to his father, and of being Sir Thomas hereafter.
It might do very well; she believed she should accept him; and she be-
gan accordingly to interest herself a little about the horse which he had
to run at the B races.

These races were to call him away not long after their acquaintance
began; and as it appeared that the family did not, from his usual goings
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on, expect him back again for many weeks, it would bring his passion
to an early proof. Much was said on his side to induce her to attend
the races, and schemes were made for a large party to them, with all the
eagerness of inclination, but it would only do to be talked of.

And Fanny, what was she doing and thinking all this while? and
what was ber opinion of the newcomers? Few young ladies of eighteen
could be less called on to speak their opinion than Fanny. In a quiet
way, very little attended to, she paid her tribute of admiration to Miss
Crawford’s beauty; but as she still continued to think Mr. Crawford very
plain, in spite of her two cousins having repeatedly proved the contrary,
she never mentioned him. The notice, which she excited herself, was to
this effect. “I begin now to understand you all, except Miss Price,” said
Miss Crawford, as she was walking with the Mr. Bertrams. “Pray, is she
out, or is she not? I am puzzled. She dined at the Parsonage, with the
rest of you, which seemed like being out; and yet she says so little, that
I can hardly suppose she is.”

Edmund, to whom this was chiefly addressed, replied, “I believe I
know what you mean, but I will not undertake to answer the question.
My cousin is grown up. She has the age and sense of a woman, but the
outs and not outs are beyond me.”

“And yet, in general, nothing can be more easily ascertained. The
distinction is so broad. Manners as well as appearance are, generally
speaking, so totally different. Till now, I could not have supposed it
possible to be mistaken as to a girl’s being out or not. A girl not out has
always the same sort of dress: a close bonnet, for instance; looks very
demure, and never says a word. You may smile, but it is so, I assure
you; and except that it is sometimes carried a little too far, it is all very
proper. Girls should be quiet and modest. The most objectionable part
is, that the alteration of manners on being introduced into company
is frequently too sudden. They sometimes pass in such very little time
from reserve to quite the opposite—to confidence! That is the faulty
part of the present system. One does not like to see a girl of eighteen or
nineteen so immediately up to every thing—and perhaps when one has
seen her hardly able to speak the year before. Mr. Bertram, I dare say
you have sometimes met with such changes.”

“I believe I have, but this is hardly fair; I see what you are at. You
are quizzing me and Miss Anderson.”

“No, indeed. Miss Anderson! I do not know who or what you mean.
I am quite in the dark. But I will quiz you with a great deal of pleasure,
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JANE AUSTEN

be a very flat business, she was sure. In comparison with his brother,
Edmund would have nothing to say. The soup would be sent round in a
most spiritless manner, wine drank without any smiles or agreeable tri-
fling, and the venison cut up without supplying one pleasant anecdote
of any former haunch, or a single entertaining story, about “my friend
such a one.” She must try to find amusement in what was passing at the
upper end of the table, and in observing Mr. Rushworth, who was now
making his appearance at Mansfield for the first time since the Craw-
fords’ arrival. He had been visiting a friend in the neighbouring county,
and that friend having recently had his grounds laid out by an improver,
Mr. Rushworth was returned with his head full of the subject, and very
eager to be improving his own place in the same way; and though not
saying much to the purpose, could talk of nothing else. The subject
had been already handled in the drawing-room; it was revived in the
dining-parlour. Miss Bertram’s attention and opinion was evidently his
chief aim; and though her deportment showed rather conscious superi-
ority than any solicitude to oblige him, the mention of Sotherton Court,
and the ideas attached to it, gave her a feeling of complacency, which
prevented her from being very ungracious.

“I wish you could see Compton,” said he; “it is the most complete
thing! I never saw a place so altered in my life. I told Smith I did not
know where I was. The approach now, is one of the finest things in
the country: you see the house in the most surprising manner. I declare,
when I got back to Sotherton yesterday, it looked like a prison—quite a
dismal old prison.”

“Oh, for shame!” cried Mrs. Norris. “A prison indeed? Sotherton
Court is the noblest old place in the world.”

“It wants improvement, ma’am, beyond anything. I never saw a
place that wanted so much improvement in my life; and it is so forlorn
that I do not know what can be done with it.”

“No wonder that Mr. Rushworth should think so at present,” said
Mrs. Grant to Mrs. Norris, with a smile; “but depend upon it, Sotherton
will have every improvement in time which his heart can desire.”

“I must try to do something with it,” said Mr. Rushworth, “but I do
not know what. I hope I shall have some good friend to help me.”

“Your best friend upon such an occasion,” said Miss Bertram calmly,
“would be Mr. Repton, I imagine.”

“That is what I was thinking of. As he has done so well by Smith, I
think I had better have him at once. His terms are five guineas a day.”
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“Well, and if they were ten,” cried Mrs. Norris, “I am sure you need
not regard it. The expense need not be any impediment. If I were you,
I should not think of the expense. I would have everything done in
the best style, and made as nice as possible. Such a place as Sotherton
Court deserves everything that taste and money can do. You have space
to work upon there, and grounds that will well reward you. For my own
part, if I had anything within the fiftieth part of the size of Sotherton, I
should be always planting and improving, for naturally T am excessively
fond of it. It would be too ridiculous for me to attempt anything where
I am now, with my little half acre. It would be quite a burlesque. But if
I had more room, I should take a prodigious delight in improving and
planting. We did a vast deal in that way at the Parsonage: we made it
quite a different place from what it was when we first had it. You young
ones do not remember much about it, perhaps; but if dear Sir Thomas
were here, he could tell you what improvements we made: and a great
deal more would have been done, but for poor Mr. Norris’s sad state of
health. He could hardly ever get out, poor man, to enjoy anything, and
that disheartened me from doing several things that Sir Thomas and I
used to talk of. If it had not been for that, we should have carried on
the garden wall, and made the plantation to shut out the churchyard,
just as Dr. Grant has done. We were always doing something as it was.
It was only the spring twelvemonth before Mr. Norris’s death that we
put in the apricot against the stable wall, which is now grown such a
noble tree, and getting to such perfection, sir,” addressing herself then
to Dr. Grant.

“The tree thrives well, beyond a doubt, madam,” replied Dr. Grant.
“The soil is good; and I never pass it without regretting that the fruit
should be so little worth the trouble of gathering.”

“Sir, it is a Moor Park, we bought it as a Moor Park, and it cost
us—that is, it was a present from Sir Thomas, but I saw the bill—and I
know it cost seven shillings, and was charged as a Moor Park.”

“You were imposed on, ma’am,” replied Dr. Grant: “these potatoes
have as much the flavour of a Moor Park apricot as the fruit from that
tree. It is an insipid fruit at the best; but a good apricot is eatable, which
none from my garden are.”

“The truth is, ma’am,” said Mrs. Grant, pretending to whisper
across the table to Mrs. Norris, “that Dr. Grant hardly knows what
the natural taste of our apricot is: he is scarcely ever indulged with one,
for it is so valuable a fruit; with a little assistance, and ours is such a
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JANE AUSTEN

three months we were all dirt and confusion, without a gravel walk to
step on, or a bench fit for use. I would have everything as complete
as possible in the country, shrubberies and flower-gardens, and rustic
seats innumerable: but it must all be done without my care. Henry is
different; he loves to be doing.”

Edmund was sorry to hear Miss Crawford, whom he was much dis-
posed to admire, speak so freely of her uncle. It did not suit his sense of
propriety, and he was silenced, till induced by further smiles and liveli-
ness to put the matter by for the present.

“Mr. Bertram,” said she, “I have tidings of my harp at last. T am
assured that it is safe at Northampton; and there it has probably been
these ten days, in spite of the solemn assurances we have so often re-
ceived to the contrary.” Edmund expressed his pleasure and surprise.
“The truth is, that our inquiries were too direct; we sent a servant, we
went ourselves: this will not do seventy miles from London; but this
morning we heard of it in the right way. It was seen by some farmer,
and he told the miller, and the miller told the butcher, and the butcher’s
son-in-law left word at the shop.”

“I am very glad that you have heard of it, by whatever means, and
hope there will be no further delay.”

“I am to have it to-morrow; but how do you think it is to be con-
veyed? Not by a wagon or cart: oh no! nothing of that kind could
be hired in the village. I might as well have asked for porters and a
handbarrow.”

“You would find it difficult, I dare say, just now, in the middle of a
very late hay harvest, to hire a horse and cart?”

“I was astonished to find what a piece of work was made of it!
To want a horse and cart in the country seemed impossible, so I told
my maid to speak for one directly; and as I cannot look out of my
dressing-closet without seeing one farmyard, nor walk in the shrubbery
without passing another, I thought it would be only ask and have, and
was rather grieved that I could not give the advantage to all. Guess my
surprise, when I found that I had been asking the most unreasonable,
most impossible thing in the world; had offended all the farmers, all the
labourers, all the hay in the parish! As for Dr. Grant’s bailiff, I believe
I had better keep out of his way; and my brother-in-law himself, who
is all kindness in general, looked rather black upon me when he found
what I had been at.”

“You could not be expected to have thought on the subject before;
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but when you do think of it, you must see the importance of getting in
the grass. The hire of a cart at any time might not be so easy as you
suppose: our farmers are not in the habit of letting them out; but, in
harvest, it must be quite out of their power to spare a horse.”

“I shall understand all your ways in time; but, coming down with
the true London maxim, that everything is to be got with money, I was
a little embarrassed at first by the sturdy independence of your country
customs. However, I am to have my harp fetched to-morrow. Henry,
who is good-nature itself, has offered to fetch it in his barouche. Will it
not be honourably conveyed?”

Edmund spoke of the harp as his favourite instrument, and hoped
to be soon allowed to hear her. Fanny had never heard the harp at all,
and wished for it very much.

“I shall be most happy to play to you both,” said Miss Crawford;
“at least as long as you can like to listen: probably much longer, for I
dearly love music myself, and where the natural taste is equal the player
must always be best off, for she is gratified in more ways than one. Now,
Mr. Bertram, if you write to your brother, I entreat you to tell him that
my harp is come: he heard so much of my misery about it. And you may
say, if you please, that I shall prepare my most plaintive airs against his
return, in compassion to his feelings, as I know his horse will lose.”

“If I write, I will say whatever you wish me; but I do not, at present,
foresee any occasion for writing.”

“No, I dare say, nor if he were to be gone a twelvemonth, would
you ever write to him, nor he to you, if it could be helped. The occasion
would never be foreseen. What strange creatures brothers are! You
would not write to each other but upon the most urgent necessity in the
world; and when obliged to take up the pen to say that such a horse
is ill, or such a relation dead, it is done in the fewest possible words.
You have but one style among you. I know it perfectly. Henry, who is
in every other respect exactly what a brother should be, who loves me,
consults me, confides in me, and will talk to me by the hour together, has
never yet turned the page in a letter; and very often it is nothing more
than—’Dear Mary, I am just arrived. Bath seems full, and everything as
usual. Yours sincerely.” That is the true manly style; that is a complete
brother’s letter.”

“When they are at a distance from all their family,” said Fanny,
colouring for William’s sake, “they can write long letters.”

“Miss Price has a brother at sea,” said Edmund, “whose excellence
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JANE AUSTEN

know, sister, and Fanny will stay at home with you.”

Lady Bertram made no objection; and every one concerned in the
going was forward in expressing their ready concurrence, excepting Ed-
mund, who heard it all and said nothing.

Chapter 7

“WELL, FANNY, and how do you like Miss Crawford now?” said Ed-
mund the next day, after thinking some time on the subject himself.
“How did you like her yesterday?”

“Very well—very much. I like to hear her talk. She entertains me;
and she is so extremely pretty, that I have great pleasure in looking at
her.”

“It is her countenance that is so attractive. She has a wonderful play
of feature! But was there nothing in her conversation that struck you,
Fanny, as not quite right?”

“Oh yes! she ought not to have spoken of her uncle as she did.
I was quite astonished. An uncle with whom she has been living so
many years, and who, whatever his faults may be, is so very fond of
her brother, treating him, they say, quite like a son. I could not have
believed it!”

“I thought you would be struck. It was very wrong; very indeco-
rous.”

“And very ungrateful, I think.”

“Ungrateful is a strong word. I do not know that her uncle has
any claim to her gratitude; his wife certainly had; and it is the warmth
of her respect for her aunt’s memory which misleads her here. She is
awkwardly circumstanced. With such warm feelings and lively spirits
it must be difficult to do justice to her affection for Mrs. Crawford,
without throwing a shade on the Admiral. I do not pretend to know
which was most to blame in their disagreements, though the Admiral’s
present conduct might incline one to the side of his wife; but it is natural
and amiable that Miss Crawford should acquit her aunt entirely. T do
not censure her opinions; but there certainly is impropriety in making
them public.”

“Do not you think,” said Fanny, after a little consideration, “that
this impropriety is a reflection itself upon Mrs. Crawford, as her niece
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has been entirely brought up by her? She cannot have given her right
notions of what was due to the Admiral.”

“That is a fair remark. Yes, we must suppose the faults of the niece
to have been those of the aunt; and it makes one more sensible of the
disadvantages she has been under. But I think her present home must
do her good. Mrs. Grant’s manners are just what they ought to be. She
speaks of her brother with a very pleasing affection.”

“Yes, except as to his writing her such short letters. She made me
almost laugh; but I cannot rate so very highly the love or good-nature
of a brother who will not give himself the trouble of writing anything
worth reading to his sisters, when they are separated. I am sure William
would never have used me so, under any circumstances. And what right
had she to suppose that you would not write long letters when you were
absent?”

“The right of a lively mind, Fanny, seizing whatever may contribute
to its own amusement or that of others; perfectly allowable, when
untinctured by ill-humour or roughness; and there is not a shadow of
either in the countenance or manner of Miss Crawford: nothing sharp,
or loud, or coarse. She is perfectly feminine, except in the instances we
have been speaking of. There she cannot be justified. I am glad you saw
itall as T did.”

Having formed her mind and gained her affections, he had a good
chance of her thinking like him; though at this period, and on this sub-
ject, there began now to be some danger of dissimilarity, for he was
in a line of admiration of Miss Crawford, which might lead him where
Fanny could not follow. Miss Crawford’s attractions did not lessen. The
harp arrived, and rather added to her beauty, wit, and good-humour; for
she played with the greatest obligingness, with an expression and taste
which were peculiarly becoming, and there was something clever to be
said at the close of every air. Edmund was at the Parsonage every day,
to be indulged with his favourite instrument: one morning secured an
invitation for the next; for the lady could not be unwilling to have a
listener, and every thing was soon in a fair train.

A young woman, pretty, lively, with a harp as elegant as herself,
and both placed near a window, cut down to the ground, and opening
on a little lawn, surrounded by shrubs in the rich foliage of summer,
was enough to catch any man’s heart. The season, the scene, the air,
were all favourable to tenderness and sentiment. Mrs. Grant and her
tambour frame were not without their use: it was all in harmony; and
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JANE AUSTEN

could not but think, indeed, that Mr. Crawford might as well have saved
him the trouble; that it would have been particularly proper and becom-
ing in a brother to have done it himself; but Mr. Crawford, with all his
boasted good-nature, and all his coachmanship, probably knew noth-
ing of the matter, and had no active kindness in comparison of Edmund.
She began to think it rather hard upon the mare to have such double
duty; if she were forgotten, the poor mare should be remembered.

Her feelings for one and the other were soon a little tranquillised
by seeing the party in the meadow disperse, and Miss Crawford still on
horseback, but attended by Edmund on foot, pass through a gate into
the lane, and so into the park, and make towards the spot where she
stood. She began then to be afraid of appearing rude and impatient;
and walked to meet them with a great anxiety to avoid the suspicion.

“My dear Miss Price,” said Miss Crawford, as soon as she was at
all within hearing, “I am come to make my own apologies for keeping
you waiting; but I have nothing in the world to say for myself—I knew
it was very late, and that I was behaving extremely ill; and therefore, if
you please, you must forgive me. Selfishness must always be forgiven,
you know, because there is no hope of a cure.”

Fanny’s answer was extremely civil, and Edmund added his convic-
tion that she could be in no hurry. “For there is more than time enough
for my cousin to ride twice as far as she ever goes,” said he, “and you
have been promoting her comfort by preventing her from setting off half
an hour sooner: clouds are now coming up, and she will not suffer from
the heat as she would have done then. I wish you may not be fatigued
by so much exercise. I wish you had saved yourself this walk home.”

“No part of it fatigues me but getting off this horse, I assure you,”
said she, as she sprang down with his help; “I am very strong. Noth-
ing ever fatigues me but doing what I do not like. Miss Price, I give
way to you with a very bad grace; but I sincerely hope you will have a
pleasant ride, and that I may have nothing but good to hear of this dear,
delightful, beautiful animal.”

The old coachman, who had been waiting about with his own horse,
now joining them, Fanny was lifted on hers, and they set off across
another part of the park; her feelings of discomfort not lightened by
seeing, as she looked back, that the others were walking down the hill
together to the village; nor did her attendant do her much good by
his comments on Miss Crawford’s great cleverness as a horse-woman,
which he had been watching with an interest almost equal to her own.
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“It is a pleasure to see a lady with such a good heart for riding!”
said he. “I never see one sit a horse better. She did not seem to have a
thought of fear. Very different from you, miss, when you first began, six
years ago come next Easter. Lord bless you! how you did tremble when
Sir Thomas first had you put on!”

In the drawing-room Miss Crawford was also celebrated. Her merit
in being gifted by Nature with strength and courage was fully appreci-
ated by the Miss Bertrams; her delight in riding was like their own; her
early excellence in it was like their own, and they had great pleasure in
praising it.

“I was sure she would ride well,” said Julia; “she has the make for
it. Her figure is as neat as her brother’.”

“Yes,” added Maria, “and her spirits are as good, and she has the
same energy of character. I cannot but think that good horsemanship
has a great deal to do with the mind.”

When they parted at night Edmund asked Fanny whether she meant
to ride the next day.

“No, I do not know—mnot if you want the mare,” was her answer.

“I do not want her at all for myself,” said he; “but whenever you are
next inclined to stay at home, I think Miss Crawford would be glad to
have her a longer time—for a whole morning, in short. She has a great
desire to get as far as Mansfield Common: Mrs. Grant has been telling
her of its fine views, and I have no doubt of her being perfectly equal to
it. But any morning will do for this. She would be extremely sorry to
interfere with you. It would be very wrong if she did. She rides only for
pleasure; you for health.”

“I shall not ride to-morrow, certainly,” said Fanny; “I have been out
very often lately, and would rather stay at home. You know I am strong
enough now to walk very well.”

Edmund looked pleased, which must be Fanny’s comfort, and the
ride to Mansfield Common took place the next morning: the party in-
cluded all the young people but herself, and was much enjoyed at the
time, and doubly enjoyed again in the evening discussion. A successful
scheme of this sort generally brings on another; and the having been
to Mansfield Common disposed them all for going somewhere else the
day after. There were many other views to be shewn; and though the
weather was hot, there were shady lanes wherever they wanted to go.
A young party is always provided with a shady lane. Four fine morn-
ings successively were spent in this manner, in shewing the Crawfords
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JANE AUSTEN

“No; but they were to be put into the spare room to dry; and, un-
luckily, Fanny forgot to lock the door of the room and bring away the
key, so she was obliged to go again.”

Edmund got up and walked about the room, saying, “And could
nobody be employed on such an errand but Fanny? Upon my word,
ma’am, it has been a very ill-managed business.”

“I am sure I do not know how it was to have been done better,”
cried Mrs. Norris, unable to be longer deaf; “unless I had gone myself,
indeed; but I cannot be in two places at once; and I was talking to Mr.
Green at that very time about your mother’s dairymaid, by her desire,
and had promised John Groom to write to Mrs. Jefferies about his son,
and the poor fellow was waiting for me half an hour. I think nobody
can justly accuse me of sparing myself upon any occasion, but really I
cannot do everything at once. And as for Fanny’s just stepping down to
my house for me—it is not much above a quarter of a mile—I cannot
think I was unreasonable to ask it. How often do I pace it three times
a day, early and late, ay, and in all weathers too, and say nothing about
it?”

“I wish Fanny had half your strength, ma’am.”

“If Fanny would be more regular in her exercise, she would not be
knocked up so soon. She has not been out on horseback now this long
while, and I am persuaded that, when she does not ride, she ought to
walk. If she had been riding before, I should not have asked it of her.
But I thought it would rather do her good after being stooping among
the roses; for there is nothing so refreshing as a walk after a fatigue
of that kind; and though the sun was strong, it was not so very hot.
Between ourselves, Edmund,” nodding significantly at his mother, “it
was cutting the roses, and dawdling about in the flower-garden, that
did the mischief.”

“I am afraid it was, indeed,” said the more candid Lady Bertram,
who had overheard her; “I am very much afraid she caught the headache
there, for the heat was enough to kill anybody. It was as much as I could
bear myself. Sitting and calling to Pug, and trying to keep him from the
flower-beds, was almost too much for me.”

Edmund said no more to either lady; but going quietly to another ta-
ble, on which the supper-tray yet remained, brought a glass of Madeira
to Fanny, and obliged her to drink the greater part. She wished to be
able to decline it; but the tears, which a variety of feelings created, made
it easier to swallow than to speak.
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Vexed as Edmund was with his mother and aunt, he was still more
angry with himself. His own forgetfulness of her was worse than any-
thing which they had done. Nothing of this would have happened had
she been properly considered; but she had been left four days together
without any choice of companions or exercise, and without any excuse
for avoiding whatever her unreasonable aunts might require. He was
ashamed to think that for four days together she had not had the power
of riding, and very seriously resolved, however unwilling he must be to
check a pleasure of Miss Crawford’s, that it should never happen again.

Fanny went to bed with her heart as full as on the first evening of her
arrival at the Park. The state of her spirits had probably had its share in
her indisposition; for she had been feeling neglected, and been struggling
against discontent and envy for some days past. As she leant on the sofa,
to which she had retreated that she might not be seen, the pain of her
mind had been much beyond that in her head; and the sudden change
which Edmund’s kindness had then occasioned, made her hardly know
how to support herself.

Chapter 8

FANNY’S rides recommenced the very next day; and as it was a pleas-
ant fresh-feeling morning, less hot than the weather had lately been,
Edmund trusted that her losses, both of health and pleasure, would be
soon made good. While she was gone Mr. Rushworth arrived, escort-
ing his mother, who came to be civil and to shew her civility especially,
in urging the execution of the plan for visiting Sotherton, which had
been started a fortnight before, and which, in consequence of her subse-
quent absence from home, had since lain dormant. Mrs. Norris and her
nieces were all well pleased with its revival, and an early day was named
and agreed to, provided Mr. Crawford should be disengaged: the young
ladies did not forget that stipulation, and though Mrs. Norris would
willingly have answered for his being so, they would neither authorise
the liberty nor run the risk; and at last, on a hint from Miss Bertram,
Mr. Rushworth discovered that the properest thing to be done was for
him to walk down to the Parsonage directly, and call on Mr. Crawford,
and inquire whether Wednesday would suit him or not.

Before his return Mrs. Grant and Miss Crawford came in. Having
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)

“You can have no reason, I imagine, madam,” said he, addressing
his mother, “for wishing Fanny 7ot to be of the party, but as it relates to
yourself, to your own comfort. If you could do without her, you would
not wish to keep her at home?”

“To be sure not, but I cannot do without her.”

“You can, if I stay at home with you, as I mean to do.”

There was a general cry out at this. “Yes,” he continued, “there is
no necessity for my going, and I mean to stay at home. Fanny has a
great desire to see Sotherton. I know she wishes it very much. She has
not often a gratification of the kind, and I am sure, ma’am, you would
be glad to give her the pleasure now?”

“Oh yes! very glad, if your aunt sees no objection.”

Mrs. Norris was very ready with the only objection which could
remain—their having positively assured Mrs. Rushworth that Fanny
could not go, and the very strange appearance there would consequently
be in taking her, which seemed to her a difficulty quite impossible to be
got over. It must have the strangest appearance! It would be something
so very unceremonious, so bordering on disrespect for Mrs. Rushworth,
whose own manners were such a pattern of good-breeding and attention,
that she really did not feel equal to it. Mrs. Norris had no affection for
Fanny, and no wish of procuring her pleasure at any time; but her oppo-
sition to Edmund #ow, arose more from partiality for her own scheme,
because it was her own, than from anything else. She felt that she had
arranged everything extremely well, and that any alteration must be for
the worse. When Edmund, therefore, told her in reply, as he did when
she would give him the hearing, that she need not distress herself on
Mrs. Rushworth’s account, because he had taken the opportunity, as
he walked with her through the hall, of mentioning Miss Price as one
who would probably be of the party, and had directly received a very
sufficient invitation for his cousin, Mrs. Norris was too much vexed to
submit with a very good grace, and would only say, “Very well, very
well, just as you chuse, settle it your own way, I am sure I do not care
about it.”

“It seems very odd,” said Maria, “that you should be staying at
home instead of Fanny.”

“I am sure she ought to be very much obliged to you,” added Julia,
hastily leaving the room as she spoke, from a consciousness that she
ought to offer to stay at home herself.

“Fanny will feel quite as grateful as the occasion requires,” was Ed-
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mund’s only reply, and the subject dropt.

Fanny’s gratitude, when she heard the plan, was, in fact, much
greater than her pleasure. She felt Edmund’s kindness with all, and
more than all, the sensibility which he, unsuspicious of her fond attach-
ment, could be aware of; but that he should forego any enjoyment on
her account gave her pain, and her own satisfaction in seeing Sotherton
would be nothing without him.

The next meeting of the two Mansfield families produced another
alteration in the plan, and one that was admitted with general appro-
bation. Mrs. Grant offered herself as companion for the day to Lady
Bertram in lieu of her son, and Dr. Grant was to join them at dinner.
Lady Bertram was very well pleased to have it so, and the young ladies
were in spirits again. Even Edmund was very thankful for an arrange-
ment which restored him to his share of the party; and Mrs. Norris
thought it an excellent plan, and had it at her tongue’s end, and was on
the point of proposing it, when Mrs. Grant spoke.

Wednesday was fine, and soon after breakfast the barouche arrived,
Mr. Crawford driving his sisters; and as everybody was ready, there
was nothing to be done but for Mrs. Grant to alight and the others to
take their places. The place of all places, the envied seat, the post of
honour, was unappropriated. To whose happy lot was it to fall? While
each of the Miss Bertrams were meditating how best, and with the most
appearance of obliging the others, to secure it, the matter was settled by
Mrs. Grant’s saying, as she stepped from the carriage, “As there are five
of you, it will be better that one should sit with Henry; and as you were
saying lately that you wished you could drive, Julia, I think this will be
a good opportunity for you to take a lesson.”

Happy Julia! Unhappy Maria! The former was on the barouche-box
in a moment, the latter took her seat within, in gloom and mortification;
and the carriage drove off amid the good wishes of the two remaining
ladies, and the barking of Pug in his mistress’s arms.

Their road was through a pleasant country; and Fanny, whose rides
had never been extensive, was soon beyond her knowledge, and was
very happy in observing all that was new, and admiring all that was
pretty. She was not often invited to join in the conversation of the others,
nor did she desire it. Her own thoughts and reflections were habitually
her best companions; and, in observing the appearance of the country,
the bearings of the roads, the difference of soil, the state of the harvest,
the cottages, the cattle, the children, she found entertainment that could
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doors were thrown open to admit them through one or two interme-
diate rooms into the appointed dining-parlour, where a collation was
prepared with abundance and elegance. Much was said, and much was
ate, and all went well. The particular object of the day was then consid-
ered. How would Mr. Crawford like, in what manner would he chuse,
to take a survey of the grounds? Mr. Rushworth mentioned his curri-
cle. Mr. Crawford suggested the greater desirableness of some carriage
which might convey more than two. “To be depriving themselves of
the advantage of other eyes and other judgments, might be an evil even
beyond the loss of present pleasure.”

Mrs. Rushworth proposed that the chaise should be taken also; but
this was scarcely received as an amendment: the young ladies neither
smiled nor spoke. Her next proposition, of shewing the house to such
of them as had not been there before, was more acceptable, for Miss
Bertram was pleased to have its size displayed, and all were glad to be
doing something.

The whole party rose accordingly, and under Mrs. Rushworth’s guid-
ance were shewn through a number of rooms, all lofty, and many large,
and amply furnished in the taste of fifty years back, with shining floors,
solid mahogany, rich damask, marble, gilding, and carving, each hand-
some in its way. Of pictures there were abundance, and some few good,
but the larger part were family portraits, no longer anything to anybody
but Mrs. Rushworth, who had been at great pains to learn all that the
housekeeper could teach, and was now almost equally well qualified to
shew the house. On the present occasion she addressed herself chiefly to
Miss Crawford and Fanny, but there was no comparison in the willing-
ness of their attention; for Miss Crawford, who had seen scores of great
houses, and cared for none of them, had only the appearance of civilly
listening, while Fanny, to whom everything was almost as interesting as
it was new, attended with unaffected earnestness to all that Mrs. Rush-
worth could relate of the family in former times, its rise and grandeur,
regal visits and loyal efforts, delighted to connect anything with history
already known, or warm her imagination with scenes of the past.

The situation of the house excluded the possibility of much prospect
from any of the rooms; and while Fanny and some of the others were at-
tending Mrs. Rushworth, Henry Crawford was looking grave and shak-
ing his head at the windows. Every room on the west front looked
across a lawn to the beginning of the avenue immediately beyond tall
iron palisades and gates.
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Having visited many more rooms than could be supposed to be of
any other use than to contribute to the window-tax, and find employ-
ment for housemaids, “Now,” said Mrs. Rushworth, “we are coming
to the chapel, which properly we ought to enter from above, and look
down upon; but as we are quite among friends, I will take you in this
way, if you will excuse me.”

They entered. Fanny’s imagination had prepared her for something
grander than a mere spacious, oblong room, fitted up for the purpose
of devotion: with nothing more striking or more solemn than the pro-
fusion of mahogany, and the crimson velvet cushions appearing over
the ledge of the family gallery above. “I am disappointed,” said she, in
a low voice, to Edmund. “This is not my idea of a chapel. There is
nothing awful here, nothing melancholy, nothing grand. Here are no
aisles, no arches, no inscriptions, no banners. No banners, cousin, to be
‘blown by the night wind of heaven.” No signs that a ‘Scottish monarch
sleeps below.” ”

“You forget, Fanny, how lately all this has been built, and for how
confined a purpose, compared with the old chapels of castles and monas-
teries. It was only for the private use of the family. They have been
buried, I suppose, in the parish church. There you must look for the
banners and the achievements.”

“It was foolish of me not to think of all that; but I am disappointed.”

Mrs. Rushworth began her relation. “This chapel was fitted up as
you see it, in James the Second’s time. Before that period, as I under-
stand, the pews were only wainscot; and there is some reason to think
that the linings and cushions of the pulpit and family seat were only
purple cloth; but this is not quite certain. It is a handsome chapel, and
was formerly in constant use both morning and evening. Prayers were
always read in it by the domestic chaplain, within the memory of manys;
but the late Mr. Rushworth left it off.”

“Every generation has its improvements,” said Miss Crawford, with
a smile, to Edmund.

Mrs. Rushworth was gone to repeat her lesson to Mr. Crawford; and
Edmund, Fanny, and Miss Crawford remained in a cluster together.

“Itis a pity,” cried Fanny, “that the custom should have been discon-
tinued. It was a valuable part of former times. There is something in a
chapel and chaplain so much in character with a great house, with one’s
ideas of what such a household should be! A whole family assembling
regularly for the purpose of prayer is fine!”
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JANE AUSTEN

Christmas.”

Miss Crawford, rallying her spirits, and recovering her complexion,
replied only, “If I had known this before, I would have spoken of the
cloth with more respect,” and turned the subject.

The chapel was soon afterwards left to the silence and stillness which
reigned in it, with few interruptions, throughout the year. Miss Bertram,
displeased with her sister, led the way, and all seemed to feel that they
had been there long enough.

The lower part of the house had been now entirely shewn, and Mrs.
Rushworth, never weary in the cause, would have proceeded towards
the principal staircase, and taken them through all the rooms above, if
her son had not interposed with a doubt of there being time enough.
“For if,” said he, with the sort of self-evident proposition which many
a clearer head does not always avoid, “we are foo long going over the
house, we shall not have time for what is to be done out of doors. It is
past two, and we are to dine at five.”

Mrs. Rushworth submitted; and the question of surveying the
grounds, with the who and the how, was likely to be more fully agi-
tated, and Mrs. Norris was beginning to arrange by what junction of
carriages and horses most could be done, when the young people, meet-
ing with an outward door, temptingly open on a flight of steps which led
immediately to turf and shrubs, and all the sweets of pleasure-grounds,
as by one impulse, one wish for air and liberty, all walked out.

“Suppose we turn down here for the present,” said Mrs. Rushworth,
civilly taking the hint and following them. “Here are the greatest num-
ber of our plants, and here are the curious pheasants.”

“Query,” said Mr. Crawford, looking round him, “whether we may
not find something to employ us here before we go farther? I see walls
of great promise. Mr. Rushworth, shall we summon a council on this
lawn?”

“James,” said Mrs. Rushworth to her son, “I believe the wilderness
will be new to all the party. The Miss Bertrams have never seen the
wilderness yet.”

No objection was made, but for some time there seemed no incli-
nation to move in any plan, or to any distance. All were attracted at
first by the plants or the pheasants, and all dispersed about in happy
independence. Mr. Crawford was the first to move forward to examine
the capabilities of that end of the house. The lawn, bounded on each
side by a high wall, contained beyond the first planted area a bowling-
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green, and beyond the bowling-green a long terrace walk, backed by
iron palisades, and commanding a view over them into the tops of the
trees of the wilderness immediately adjoining. It was a good spot for
fault-finding. Mr. Crawford was soon followed by Miss Bertram and
Mr. Rushworth; and when, after a little time, the others began to form
into parties, these three were found in busy consultation on the terrace
by Edmund, Miss Crawford, and Fanny, who seemed as naturally to
unite, and who, after a short participation of their regrets and difficul-
ties, left them and walked on. The remaining three, Mrs. Rushworth,
Mrs. Norris, and Julia, were still far behind; for Julia, whose happy
star no longer prevailed, was obliged to keep by the side of Mrs. Rush-
worth, and restrain her impatient feet to that lady’s slow pace, while
her aunt, having fallen in with the housekeeper, who was come out to
feed the pheasants, was lingering behind in gossip with her. Poor Julia,
the only one out of the nine not tolerably satisfied with their lot, was
now in a state of complete penance, and as different from the Julia of
the barouche-box as could well be imagined. The politeness which she
had been brought up to practise as a duty made it impossible for her to
escape; while the want of that higher species of self-command, that just
consideration of others, that knowledge of her own heart, that princi-
ple of right, which had not formed any essential part of her education,
made her miserable under it.

“This is insufferably hot,” said Miss Crawford, when they had taken
one turn on the terrace, and were drawing a second time to the door in
the middle which opened to the wilderness. “Shall any of us object to
being comfortable? Here is a nice little wood, if one can but get into
it. What happiness if the door should not be locked! but of course it is;
for in these great places the gardeners are the only people who can go
where they like.”

The door, however, proved not to be locked, and they were all agreed
in turning joyfully through it, and leaving the unmitigated glare of day
behind. A considerable flight of steps landed them in the wilderness,
which was a planted wood of about two acres, and though chiefly of
larch and laurel, and beech cut down, and though laid out with too
much regularity, was darkness and shade, and natural beauty, compared
with the bowling-green and the terrace. They all felt the refreshment of
it, and for some time could only walk and admire. At length, after a
short pause, Miss Crawford began with, “So you are to be a clergyman,
Mr. Bertram. This is rather a surprise to me.”
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JANE AUSTEN

“My dear Fanny,” cried Edmund, immediately drawing her arm
within his, “how thoughtless I have been! I hope you are not very tired.
Perhaps,” turning to Miss Crawford, “my other companion may do me
the honour of taking an arm.”

“Thank you, but I am not at all tired.” She took it, however, as
she spoke, and the gratification of having her do so, of feeling such a
connexion for the first time, made him a little forgetful of Fanny. “You
scarcely touch me,” said he. “You do not make me of any use. What
a difference in the weight of a woman’s arm from that of a man! At
Oxford I have been a good deal used to have a man lean on me for the
length of a street, and you are only a fly in the comparison.”

“I am really not tired, which I almost wonder at; for we must have
walked at least a mile in this wood. Do not you think we have?”

“Not half a mile,” was his sturdy answer; for he was not yet so
much in love as to measure distance, or reckon time, with feminine
lawlessness.

“Oh! you do not consider how much we have wound about. We
have taken such a very serpentine course, and the wood itself must be
half a mile long in a straight line, for we have never seen the end of it
yet since we left the first great path.”

“But if you remember, before we left that first great path, we saw
directly to the end of it. We looked down the whole vista, and saw it
closed by iron gates, and it could not have been more than a furlong in
length.”

“Oh! I know nothing of your furlongs, but I am sure it is a very
long wood, and that we have been winding in and out ever since we
came into it; and therefore, when I say that we have walked a mile in it,
I must speak within compass.”

“We have been exactly a quarter of an hour here,” said Edmund,
taking out his watch. “Do you think we are walking four miles an
hour?”

“Oh! do not attack me with your watch. A watch is always too fast
or too slow. I cannot be dictated to by a watch.”

A few steps farther brought them out at the bottom of the very walk
they had been talking of; and standing back, well shaded and sheltered,
and looking over a ha-ha into the park, was a comfortable-sized bench,
on which they all sat down.

“I am afraid you are very tired, Fanny,” said Edmund, observing her;
“why would not you speak sooner? This will be a bad day’s amusement
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for you if you are to be knocked up. Every sort of exercise fatigues her
so soon, Miss Crawford, except riding.”

“How abominable in you, then, to let me engross her horse as I did
all last week! I am ashamed of you and of myself, but it shall never
happen again.”

“Your attentiveness and consideration makes me more sensible of
my own neglect. Fanny’s interest seems in safer hands with you than
with me.”

“That she should be tired now, however, gives me no surprise; for
there is nothing in the course of one’s duties so fatiguing as what we
have been doing this morning: seeing a great house, dawdling from one
room to another, straining one’s eyes and one’s attention, hearing what
one does not understand, admiring what one does not care for. It is
generally allowed to be the greatest bore in the world, and Miss Price
has found it so, though she did not know it.”

“I shall soon be rested,” said Fanny; “to sit in the shade on a fine
day, and look upon verdure, is the most perfect refreshment.”

After sitting a little while Miss Crawford was up again. “I must
move,” said she; “resting fatigues me. I have looked across the ha-ha
till T am weary. I must go and look through that iron gate at the same
view, without being able to see it so well.”

Edmund left the seat likewise. “Now, Miss Crawford, if you will
look up the walk, you will convince yourself that it cannot be half a
mile long, or half half a mile.”

“It is an immense distance,” said she; “I see that with a glance.”

He still reasoned with her, but in vain. She would not calculate, she
would not compare. She would only smile and assert. The greatest de-
gree of rational consistency could not have been more engaging, and
they talked with mutual satisfaction. At last it was agreed that they
should endeavour to determine the dimensions of the wood by walking
a little more about it. They would go to one end of it, in the line they
were then in—for there was a straight green walk along the bottom by
the side of the ha-ha—and perhaps turn a little way in some other di-
rection, if it seemed likely to assist them, and be back in a few minutes.
Fanny said she was rested, and would have moved too, but this was not
suffered. Edmund urged her remaining where she was with an earnest-
ness which she could not resist, and she was left on the bench to think
with pleasure of her cousin’s care, but with great regret that she was not
stronger. She watched them till they had turned the corner, and listened
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1»

so long fetching this key

“And for the world you would not get out without the key and with-
out Mr. Rushworth’s authority and protection, or I think you might
with little difficulty pass round the edge of the gate, here, with my assis-
tance; I think it might be done, if you really wished to be more at large,
and could allow yourself to think it not prohibited.”

“Prohibited! nonsense! I certainly can get out that way, and I will.
Mr. Rushworth will be here in a moment, you know; we shall not be
out of sight.”

“Or if we are, Miss Price will be so good as to tell him that he will
find us near that knoll: the grove of oak on the knoll.”

Fanny, feeling all this to be wrong, could not help making an effort
to prevent it. “You will hurt yourself, Miss Bertram,” she cried; “you
will certainly hurt yourself against those spikes; you will tear your gown;
you will be in danger of slipping into the ha-ha. You had better not go.”

Her cousin was safe on the other side while these words were spoken,
and, smiling with all the good-humour of success, she said, “Thank you,
my dear Fanny, but I and my gown are alive and well, and so good-bye.”

Fanny was again left to her solitude, and with no increase of pleasant
feelings, for she was sorry for almost all that she had seen and heard,
astonished at Miss Bertram, and angry with Mr. Crawford. By taking a
circuitous route, and, as it appeared to her, very unreasonable direction
to the knoll, they were soon beyond her eye; and for some minutes
longer she remained without sight or sound of any companion. She
seemed to have the little wood all to herself. She could almost have
thought that Edmund and Miss Crawford had left it, but that it was
impossible for Edmund to forget her so entirely.

She was again roused from disagreeable musings by sudden foot-
steps: somebody was coming at a quick pace down the principal walk.
She expected Mr. Rushworth, but it was Julia, who, hot and out of
breath, and with a look of disappointment, cried out on seeing her,
“Heyday! Where are the others? I thought Maria and Mr. Crawford
were with you.”

Fanny explained.

“A pretty trick, upon my word! I cannot see them anywhere,” look-
ing eagerly into the park. “But they cannot be very far off, and I think
I am equal to as much as Maria, even without help.”

“But, Julia, Mr. Rushworth will be here in a moment with the key.
Do wait for Mr. Rushworth.”
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“Not I, indeed. I have had enough of the family for one morning.
Why, child, I have but this moment escaped from his horrible mother.
Such a penance as I have been enduring, while you were sitting here so
composed and so happy! It might have been as well, perhaps, if you had
been in my place, but you always contrive to keep out of these scrapes.”

This was a most unjust reflection, but Fanny could allow for it, and
let it pass: Julia was vexed, and her temper was hasty; but she felt that
it would not last, and therefore, taking no notice, only asked her if she
had not seen Mr. Rushworth.

“Yes, yes, we saw him. He was posting away as if upon life and
death, and could but just spare time to tell us his errand, and where you
all were.”

“It is a pity he should have so much trouble for nothing.”

“That is Miss Maria’s concern. I am not obliged to punish myself
for her sins. The mother I could not avoid, as long as my tiresome aunt
was dancing about with the housekeeper, but the son I can get away
from.”

And she immediately scrambled across the fence, and walked away,
not attending to Fanny’s last question of whether she had seen anything
of Miss Crawford and Edmund. The sort of dread in which Fanny now
sat of seeing Mr. Rushworth prevented her thinking so much of their
continued absence, however, as she might have done. She felt that he
had been very ill-used, and was quite unhappy in having to communi-
cate what had passed. He joined her within five minutes after Julia’s
exit; and though she made the best of the story, he was evidently mor-
tified and displeased in no common degree. At first he scarcely said
anything; his looks only expressed his extreme surprise and vexation,
and he walked to the gate and stood there, without seeming to know
what to do.

“They desired me to stay—my cousin Maria charged me to say that
you would find them at that knoll, or thereabouts.”

“I do not believe I shall go any farther,” said he sullenly; “I see noth-
ing of them. By the time I get to the knoll they may be gone somewhere
else. I have had walking enough.”

And he sat down with a most gloomy countenance by Fanny.

“I am very sorry,” said she; “it is very unlucky.” And she longed to
be able to say something more to the purpose.

After an interval of silence, “I think they might as well have staid for
me,” said he.
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JANE AUSTEN

Mr. Crawford and Miss Bertram were much more gay, and she thought
that he was taking particular pains, during dinner, to do away any little
resentment of the other two, and restore general good-humour.

Dinner was soon followed by tea and coffee, a ten miles’ drive home
allowed no waste of hours; and from the time of their sitting down to
table, it was a quick succession of busy nothings till the carriage came
to the door, and Mrs. Norris, having fidgeted about, and obtained a few
pheasants’ eggs and a cream cheese from the housekeeper, and made
abundance of civil speeches to Mrs. Rushworth, was ready to lead the
way. At the same moment Mr. Crawford, approaching Julia, said, I
hope I am not to lose my companion, unless she is afraid of the evening
air in so exposed a seat.” The request had not been foreseen, but was
very graciously received, and Julia’s day was likely to end almost as well
as it began. Miss Bertram had made up her mind to something different,
and was a little disappointed; but her conviction of being really the
one preferred comforted her under it, and enabled her to receive Mr.
Rushworth’s parting attentions as she ought. He was certainly better
pleased to hand her into the barouche than to assist her in ascending
the box, and his complacency seemed confirmed by the arrangement.

“Well, Fanny, this has been a fine day for you, upon my word,” said
Mrs. Norris, as they drove through the park. “Nothing but pleasure
from beginning to end! I am sure you ought to be very much obliged to
your aunt Bertram and me for contriving to let you go. A pretty good
day’s amusement you have had!”

Maria was just discontented enough to say directly, “I think you
have done pretty well yourself, ma’am. Your lap seems full of good
things, and here is a basket of something between us which has been
knocking my elbow unmercifully.”

“My dear, it is only a beautiful little heath, which that nice old gar-
dener would make me take; but if it is in your way, I will have it in my
lap directly. There, Fanny, you shall carry that parcel for me; take great
care of it: do not let it fall; it is a cream cheese, just like the excellent one
we had at dinner. Nothing would satisfy that good old Mrs. Whitaker,
but my taking one of the cheeses. I stood out as long as I could, till
the tears almost came into her eyes, and I knew it was just the sort that
my sister would be delighted with. That Mrs. Whitaker is a treasure!
She was quite shocked when I asked her whether wine was allowed at
the second table, and she has turned away two housemaids for wearing
white gowns. Take care of the cheese, Fanny. Now I can manage the
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other parcel and the basket very well.”

“What else have you been spunging?” said Maria, half-pleased that
Sotherton should be so complimented.

“Spunging, my dear! It is nothing but four of those beautiful pheas-
ants’ eggs, which Mrs. Whitaker would quite force upon me: she would
not take a denial. She said it must be such an amusement to me, as she
understood I lived quite alone, to have a few living creatures of that sort;
and so to be sure it will. I shall get the dairymaid to set them under the
first spare hen, and if they come to good I can have them moved to my
own house and borrow a coop; and it will be a great delight to me in my
lonely hours to attend to them. And if I have good luck, your mother
shall have some.”

It was a beautiful evening, mild and still, and the drive was as pleas-
ant as the serenity of Nature could make it; but when Mrs. Norris
ceased speaking, it was altogether a silent drive to those within. Their
spirits were in general exhausted; and to determine whether the day had
afforded most pleasure or pain, might occupy the meditations of almost

all.

Chapter 11

THE DAY AT SOTHERTON, with all its imperfections, afforded the Miss
Bertrams much more agreeable feelings than were derived from the let-
ters from Antigua, which soon afterwards reached Mansfield. It was
much pleasanter to think of Henry Crawford than of their father; and
to think of their father in England again within a certain period, which
these letters obliged them to do, was a most unwelcome exercise.

November was the black month fixed for his return. Sir Thomas
wrote of it with as much decision as experience and anxiety could autho-
rise. His business was so nearly concluded as to justify him in proposing
to take his passage in the September packet, and he consequently looked
forward with the hope of being with his beloved family again early in
November.

Maria was more to be pitied than Julia; for to her the father brought
a husband, and the return of the friend most solicitous for her happiness
would unite her to the lover, on whom she had chosen that happiness
should depend. It was a gloomy prospect, and all she could do was to
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JANE AUSTEN

are all against him, he ought to be less liable to the suspicion of wanting
sincerity or good intentions in the choice of his.”

“Oh! no doubt he is very sincere in preferring an income ready
made, to the trouble of working for one; and has the best intentions of
doing nothing all the rest of his days but eat, drink, and grow fat. It
is indolence, Mr. Bertram, indeed. Indolence and love of ease; a want
of all laudable ambition, of taste for good company, or of inclination
to take the trouble of being agreeable, which make men clergymen. A
clergyman has nothing to do but be slovenly and selfish—read the news-
paper, watch the weather, and quarrel with his wife. His curate does all
the work, and the business of his own life is to dine.”

“There are such clergymen, no doubt, but I think they are not so
common as to justify Miss Crawford in esteeming it their general char-
acter. I suspect that in this comprehensive and (may I say) commonplace
censure, you are not judging from yourself, but from prejudiced persons,
whose opinions you have been in the habit of hearing. It is impossible
that your own observation can have given you much knowledge of the
clergy. You can have been personally acquainted with very few of a set
of men you condemn so conclusively. You are speaking what you have
been told at your uncle’s table.”

“I speak what appears to me the general opinion; and where an
opinion is general, it is usually correct. Though I have not seen much
of the domestic lives of clergymen, it is seen by too many to leave any
deficiency of information.”

“Where any one body of educated men, of whatever denomination,
are condemned indiscriminately, there must be a deficiency of informa-
tion, or (smiling) of something else. Your uncle, and his brother ad-
mirals, perhaps knew little of clergymen beyond the chaplains whom,
good or bad, they were always wishing away.”

“Poor William! He has met with great kindness from the chaplain
of the Antwerp,” was a tender apostrophe of Fanny’s, very much to the
purpose of her own feelings if not of the conversation.

“I have been so little addicted to take my opinions from my uncle,”
said Miss Crawford, “that I can hardly suppose—and since you push me
so hard, I must observe, that I am not entirely without the means of see-
ing what clergymen are, being at this present time the guest of my own
brother, Dr. Grant. And though Dr. Grant is most kind and obliging to
me, and though he is really a gentleman, and, I dare say, a good scholar
and clever, and often preaches good sermons, and is very respectable, I
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see him to be an indolent, selfish bon vivant, who must have his palate
consulted in everything; who will not stir a finger for the convenience
of any one; and who, moreover, if the cook makes a blunder, is out of
humour with his excellent wife. To own the truth, Henry and I were
partly driven out this very evening by a disappointment about a green
goose, which he could not get the better of. My poor sister was forced
to stay and bear it.”

“I do not wonder at your disapprobation, upon my word. It is
a great defect of temper, made worse by a very faulty habit of self-
indulgence; and to see your sister suffering from it must be exceedingly
painful to such feelings as yours. Fanny, it goes against us. We cannot
attempt to defend Dr. Grant.”

“No,” replied Fanny, “but we need not give up his profession for
all that; because, whatever profession Dr. Grant had chosen, he would
have taken a—not a good temper into it; and as he must, either in the
navy or army, have had a great many more people under his command
than he has now, I think more would have been made unhappy by him
as a sailor or soldier than as a clergyman. Besides, I cannot but suppose
that whatever there may be to wish otherwise in Dr. Grant would have
been in a greater danger of becoming worse in a more active and worldly
profession, where he would have had less time and obligation—where
he might have escaped that knowledge of himself, the frequency, at least,
of that knowledge which it is impossible he should escape as he is now.
A man—a sensible man like Dr. Grant, cannot be in the habit of teaching
others their duty every week, cannot go to church twice every Sunday,
and preach such very good sermons in so good a manner as he does,
without being the better for it himself. It must make him think; and I
have no doubt that he oftener endeavours to restrain himself than he
would if he had been anything but a clergyman.”

“We cannot prove to the contrary, to be sure; but I wish you a bet-
ter fate, Miss Price, than to be the wife of a man whose amiableness
depends upon his own sermons; for though he may preach himself into
a good-humour every Sunday, it will be bad enough to have him quar-
relling about green geese from Monday morning till Saturday night.”

“I think the man who could often quarrel with Fanny,” said Edmund
affectionately, “must be beyond the reach of any sermons.”

Fanny turned farther into the window; and Miss Crawford had only
time to say, in a pleasant manner, “I fancy Miss Price has been more
used to deserve praise than to hear it”; when, being earnestly invited by
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JANE AUSTEN

quite as gladly by those whom he came to trifle with further.

Maria, with only Mr. Rushworth to attend to her, and doomed to
the repeated details of his day’s sport, good or bad, his boast of his dogs,
his jealousy of his neighbours, his doubts of their qualifications, and his
zeal after poachers, subjects which will not find their way to female
feelings without some talent on one side or some attachment on the
other, had missed Mr. Crawford grievously; and Julia, unengaged and
unemployed, felt all the right of missing him much more. Each sister
believed herself the favourite. Julia might be justified in so doing by the
hints of Mrs. Grant, inclined to credit what she wished, and Maria by
the hints of Mr. Crawford himself. Everything returned into the same
channel as before his absence; his manners being to each so animated
and agreeable as to lose no ground with either, and just stopping short
of the consistence, the steadiness, the solicitude, and the warmth which
might excite general notice.

Fanny was the only one of the party who found anything to dislike;
but since the day at Sotherton, she could never see Mr. Crawford with ei-
ther sister without observation, and seldom without wonder or censure;
and had her confidence in her own judgment been equal to her exercise
of it in every other respect, had she been sure that she was seeing clearly,
and judging candidly, she would probably have made some important
communications to her usual confidant. As it was, however, she only
hazarded a hint, and the hint was lost. “I am rather surprised,” said
she, “that Mr. Crawford should come back again so soon, after being
here so long before, full seven weeks; for I had understood he was so
very fond of change and moving about, that I thought something would
certainly occur, when he was once gone, to take him elsewhere. He is
used to much gayer places than Mansfield.”

“It is to his credit,” was Edmund’s answer; “and I dare say it gives
his sister pleasure. She does not like his unsettled habits.”

“What a favourite he is with my cousins!”

“Yes, his manners to women are such as must please. Mrs. Grant, I
believe, suspects him of a preference for Julia; I have never seen much
symptom of it, but I wish it may be so. He has no faults but what a
serious attachment would remove.”

“If Miss Bertram were not engaged,” said Fanny cautiously, “I could
sometimes almost think that he admired her more than Julia.”

“Which is, perhaps, more in favour of his liking Julia best, than
you, Fanny, may be aware; for I believe it often happens that a man,

86

MANSFIELD PARK

before he has quite made up his own mind, will distinguish the sister
or intimate friend of the woman he is really thinking of more than the
woman herself Crawford has too much sense to stay here if he found
himself in any danger from Maria; and I am not at all afraid for her,
after such a proof as she has given that her feelings are not strong.”

Fanny supposed she must have been mistaken, and meant to think
differently in future; but with all that submission to Edmund could do,
and all the help of the coinciding looks and hints which she occasionally
noticed in some of the others, and which seemed to say that Julia was
Mr. Crawford’s choice, she knew not always what to think. She was
privy, one evening, to the hopes of her aunt Norris on the subject, as
well as to her feelings, and the feelings of Mrs. Rushworth, on a point
of some similarity, and could not help wondering as she listened; and
glad would she have been not to be obliged to listen, for it was while all
the other young people were dancing, and she sitting, most unwillingly,
among the chaperons at the fire, longing for the re-entrance of her elder
cousin, on whom all her own hopes of a partner then depended. It
was Fanny’s first ball, though without the preparation or splendour of
many a young lady’s first ball, being the thought only of the afternoon,
built on the late acquisition of a violin player in the servants’ hall, and
the possibility of raising five couple with the help of Mrs. Grant and
a new intimate friend of Mr. Bertram’s just arrived on a visit. It had,
however, been a very happy one to Fanny through four dances, and
she was quite grieved to be losing even a quarter of an hour. While
waiting and wishing, looking now at the dancers and now at the door,
this dialogue between the two above-mentioned ladies was forced on
her—

“I think, ma’am,” said Mrs. Norris, her eyes directed towards Mr.
Rushworth and Maria, who were partners for the second time, “we
shall see some happy faces again now.”

“Yes, ma’am, indeed,” replied the other, with a stately simper, “there
will be some satisfaction in looking on #ow, and I think it was rather a
pity they should have been obliged to part. Young folks in their situation
should be excused complying with the common forms. I wonder my son
did not propose it.”

“I dare say he did, ma’am. Mr. Rushworth is never remiss. But dear
Maria has such a strict sense of propriety, so much of that true delicacy
which one seldom meets with nowadays, Mrs. Rushworth—that wish
of avoiding particularity! Dear ma’am, only look at her face at this
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JANE AUSTEN

Chapter 13

THE HONOURABLE JOHN YATES, this new friend, had not much to
recommend him beyond habits of fashion and expense, and being the
younger son of a lord with a tolerable independence; and Sir Thomas
would probably have thought his introduction at Mansfield by no
means desirable. Mr. Bertram’s acquaintance with him had begun at
Weymouth, where they had spent ten days together in the same society,
and the friendship, if friendship it might be called, had been proved
and perfected by Mr. Yates’s being invited to take Mansfield in his way,
whenever he could, and by his promising to come; and he did come
rather earlier than had been expected, in consequence of the sudden
breaking-up of a large party assembled for gaiety at the house of an-
other friend, which he had left Weymouth to join. He came on the
wings of disappointment, and with his head full of acting, for it had
been a theatrical party; and the play in which he had borne a part was
within two days of representation, when the sudden death of one of
the nearest connexions of the family had destroyed the scheme and dis-
persed the performers. To be so near happiness, so near fame, so near
the long paragraph in praise of the private theatricals at Ecclesford, the
seat of the Right Hon. Lord Ravenshaw, in Cornwall, which would of
course have immortalised the whole party for at least a twelvemonth!
and being so near, to lose it all, was an injury to be keenly felt, and
Mr. Yates could talk of nothing else. Ecclesford and its theatre, with
its arrangements and dresses, rehearsals and jokes, was his never-failing
subject, and to boast of the past his only consolation.

Happily for him, a love of the theatre is so general, an itch for acting
so strong among young people, that he could hardly out-talk the interest
of his hearers. From the first casting of the parts to the epilogue it was
all bewitching, and there were few who did not wish to have been a
party concerned, or would have hesitated to try their skill. The play
had been Lovers’ Vows, and Mr. Yates was to have been Count Cassel.
“A trifling part,” said he, “and not at all to my taste, and such a one
as I certainly would not accept again; but I was determined to make no
difficulties. Lord Ravenshaw and the duke had appropriated the only
two characters worth playing before I reached Ecclesford; and though
Lord Ravenshaw offered to resign his to me, it was impossible to take
it, you know. I was sorry for him that he should have so mistaken
his powers, for he was no more equal to the Baron—a little man with
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a weak voice, always hoarse after the first ten minutes. It must have
injured the piece materially; but I was resolved to make no difficulties.
Sir Henry thought the duke not equal to Frederick, but that was because
Sir Henry wanted the part himself; whereas it was certainly in the best
hands of the two. I was surprised to see Sir Henry such a stick. Luckily
the strength of the piece did not depend upon him. Our Agatha was
inimitable, and the duke was thought very great by many. And upon
the whole, it would certainly have gone off wonderfully.”

“It was a hard case, upon my word”; and, “I do think you were very
much to be pitied,” were the kind responses of listening sympathy.

“It is not worth complaining about; but to be sure the poor old
dowager could not have died at a worse time; and it is impossible to
help wishing that the news could have been suppressed for just the three
days we wanted. It was but three days; and being only a grandmother,
and all happening two hundred miles off, I think there would have been
no great harm, and it was suggested, I know; but Lord Ravenshaw, who
I suppose is one of the most correct men in England, would not hear of
it.”

“An afterpiece instead of a comedy,” said Mr. Bertram. “Lovers’
Vows were at an end, and Lord and Lady Ravenshaw left to act My
Grandmother by themselves. Well, the jointure may comfort him; and
perhaps, between friends, he began to tremble for his credit and his
lungs in the Baron, and was not sorry to withdraw; and to make you
amends, Yates, I think we must raise a little theatre at Mansfield, and
ask you to be our manager.”

This, though the thought of the moment, did not end with the mo-
ment; for the inclination to act was awakened, and in no one more
strongly than in him who was now master of the house; and who, hav-
ing so much leisure as to make almost any novelty a certain good, had
likewise such a degree of lively talents and comic taste, as were exactly
adapted to the novelty of acting. The thought returned again and again.
“Oh for the Ecclesford theatre and scenery to try something with.” Each
sister could echo the wish; and Henry Crawford, to whom, in all the riot
of his gratifications it was yet an untasted pleasure, was quite alive at
the idea. “I really believe,” said he, “I could be fool enough at this mo-
ment to undertake any character that ever was written, from Shylock
or Richard TIT down to the singing hero of a farce in his scarlet coat
and cocked hat. I feel as if I could be anything or everything; as if I
could rant and storm, or sigh or cut capers, in any tragedy or comedy
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JANE AUSTEN

think our time very well spent, and so, I am sure, will he. It is a very
anxious period for her.”

As he said this, each looked towards their mother. Lady Bertram,
sunk back in one corner of the sofa, the picture of health, wealth, ease,
and tranquillity, was just falling into a gentle doze, while Fanny was
getting through the few difficulties of her work for her.

Edmund smiled and shook his head.

“By Jove! this won’t do,” cried Tom, throwing himself into a chair
with a hearty laugh. “To be sure, my dear mother, your anxiety—I was
unlucky there.”

“What is the matter?” asked her ladyship, in the heavy tone of one
half-roused; “I was not asleep.”

“Oh dear, no, ma’am, nobody suspected you! Well, Edmund,” he
continued, returning to the former subject, posture, and voice, as soon
as Lady Bertram began to nod again, “but #his I will maintain, that we
shall be doing no harm.”

“I cannot agree with you; I am convinced that my father would
totally disapprove it.”

“And I am convinced to the contrary. Nobody is fonder of the exer-
cise of talent in young people, or promotes it more, than my father, and
for anything of the acting, spouting, reciting kind, I think he has always
a decided taste. I am sure he encouraged it in us as boys. How many a
time have we mourned over the dead body of Julius Caesar, and to be’d
and not o be’d, in this very room, for his amusement? And I am sure,
my name was Norval, every evening of my life through one Christmas
holidays.”

“It was a very different thing. You must see the difference yourself.
My father wished us, as schoolboys, to speak well, but he would never
wish his grown-up daughters to be acting plays. His sense of decorum
is strict.”

“I know all that,” said Tom, displeased. “I know my father as well
as you do; and I’ll take care that his daughters do nothing to distress
him. Manage your own concerns, Edmund, and I’ll take care of the rest
of the family.”

“If you are resolved on acting,” replied the persevering Edmund, “I
must hope it will be in a very small and quiet way; and I think a theatre
ought not to be attempted. It would be taking liberties with my father’s
house in his absence which could not be justified.”

“For everything of that nature I will be answerable,’

]

said Tom, in

94

MANSFIELD PARK

a decided tone. “His house shall not be hurt. I have quite as great an
interest in being careful of his house as you can have; and as to such
alterations as I was suggesting just now, such as moving a bookcase,
or unlocking a door, or even as using the billiard-room for the space
of a week without playing at billiards in it, you might just as well sup-
pose he would object to our sitting more in this room, and less in the
breakfast-room, than we did before he went away, or to my sister’s pi-
anoforte being moved from one side of the room to the other. Absolute
nonsense!”

“The innovation, if not wrong as an innovation, will be wrong as an
expense.”

“Yes, the expense of such an undertaking would be prodigious! Per-
haps it might cost a whole twenty pounds. Something of a theatre we
must have undoubtedly, but it will be on the simplest plan: a green cur-
tain and a little carpenter’s work, and that’s all; and as the carpenter’s
work may be all done at home by Christopher Jackson himself, it will
be too absurd to talk of expense; and as long as Jackson is employed,
everything will be right with Sir Thomas. Don’t imagine that nobody in
this house can see or judge but yourself. Don’t act yourself, if you do
not like it, but don’t expect to govern everybody else.”

“No, as to acting myself,” said Edmund, “that T absolutely protest
against.”

Tom walked out of the room as he said it, and Edmund was left to
sit down and stir the fire in thoughtful vexation.

Fanny, who had heard it all, and borne Edmund company in every
feeling throughout the whole, now ventured to say, in her anxiety to
suggest some comfort, “Perhaps they may not be able to find any play
to suit them. Your brother’s taste and your sisters’ seem very different.”

“I have no hope there, Fanny. If they persist in the scheme, they will
find something. I shall speak to my sisters and try to dissuade them, and
that is all T can do.”

“I should think my aunt Norris would be on your side.”

“I dare say she would, but she has no influence with either Tom
or my sisters that could be of any use; and if I cannot convince them
myself, I shall let things take their course, without attempting it through
her. Family squabbling is the greatest evil of all, and we had better do
anything than be altogether by the ears.”

His sisters, to whom he had an opportunity of speaking the next
morning, were quite as impatient of his advice, quite as unyielding to
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JANE AUSTEN

tions; I shall be happy to be of any use, but I think we could not chuse
worse.”

Fanny looked on and listened, not unamused to observe the self-
ishness which, more or less disguised, seemed to govern them all, and
wondering how it would end. For her own gratification she could have
wished that something might be acted, for she had never seen even half
a play, but everything of higher consequence was against it.

“This will never do,” said Tom Bertram at last. “We are wasting
time most abominably. Something must be fixed on. No matter what, so
that something is chosen. We must not be so nice. A few characters too
many must not frighten us. We must double them. We must descend a
little. If a part is insignificant, the greater our credit in making anything
of it. From this moment I make no difficulties. I take any part you chuse
to give me, so as it be comic. Let it but be comic, I condition for nothing
more.”

For about the fifth time he then proposed the Heir at Law, doubting
only whether to prefer Lord Duberley or Dr. Pangloss for himself; and
very earnestly, but very unsuccessfully, trying to persuade the others that
there were some fine tragic parts in the rest of the dramatis personae.

The pause which followed this fruitless effort was ended by the same
speaker, who, taking up one of the many volumes of plays that lay on
the table, and turning it over, suddenly exclaimed—*“Lovers’ Vows! And
why should not Lovers’ Vows do for us as well as for the Ravenshaws?
How came it never to be thought of before? It strikes me as if it would
do exactly. What say you all? Here are two capital tragic parts for
Yates and Crawford, and here is the rhyming Butler for me, if nobody
else wants it; a trifling part, but the sort of thing I should not dislike,
and, as I said before, I am determined to take anything and do my best.
And as for the rest, they may be filled up by anybody. It is only Count
Cassel and Anhalt.”

The suggestion was generally welcome. Everybody was growing
weary of indecision, and the first idea with everybody was, that noth-
ing had been proposed before so likely to suit them all. Mr. Yates was
particularly pleased: he had been sighing and longing to do the Baron
at Ecclesford, had grudged every rant of Lord Ravenshaw’s, and been
forced to re-rant it all in his own room. The storm through Baron
Wildenheim was the height of his theatrical ambition; and with the ad-
vantage of knowing half the scenes by heart already, he did now, with
the greatest alacrity, offer his services for the part. To do him justice,
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however, he did not resolve to appropriate it; for remembering that
there was some very good ranting-ground in Frederick, he professed an
equal willingness for that. Henry Crawford was ready to take either.
Whichever Mr. Yates did not chuse would perfectly satisfy him, and a
short parley of compliment ensued. Miss Bertram, feeling all the inter-
est of an Agatha in the question, took on her to decide it, by observing
to Mr. Yates that this was a point in which height and figure ought to
be considered, and that his being the tallest, seemed to fit him peculiarly
for the Baron. She was acknowledged to be quite right, and the two
parts being accepted accordingly, she was certain of the proper Fred-
erick. Three of the characters were now cast, besides Mr. Rushworth,
who was always answered for by Maria as willing to do anything; when
Julia, meaning, like her sister, to be Agatha, began to be scrupulous on
Miss Crawford’s account.

“This is not behaving well by the absent,” said she. “Here are not
women enough. Amelia and Agatha may do for Maria and me, but here
is nothing for your sister, Mr. Crawford.”

Mr. Crawford desired that might not be thought of: he was very
sure his sister had no wish of acting but as she might be useful, and that
she would not allow herself to be considered in the present case. But
this was immediately opposed by Tom Bertram, who asserted the part
of Amelia to be in every respect the property of Miss Crawford, if she
would accept it. “It falls as naturally, as necessarily to her,” said he, “as
Agatha does to one or other of my sisters. It can be no sacrifice on their
side, for it is highly comic.”

A short silence followed. Each sister looked anxious; for each felt
the best claim to Agatha, and was hoping to have it pressed on her by
the rest. Henry Crawford, who meanwhile had taken up the play, and
with seeming carelessness was turning over the first act, soon settled the
business.

“I must entreat Miss Julia Bertram,” said he, “not to engage in the
part of Agatha, or it will be the ruin of all my solemnity. You must
not, indeed you must not” (turning to her). “I could not stand your
countenance dressed up in woe and paleness. The many laughs we have
had together would infallibly come across me, and Frederick and his
knapsack would be obliged to run away.”

Pleasantly, courteously, it was spoken; but the manner was lost in the
matter to Julia’s feelings. She saw a glance at Maria which confirmed
the injury to herself: it was a scheme, a trick; she was slighted, Maria
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JANE AUSTEN

any except Fanny, who had been a quiet auditor of the whole, and who
could not think of her as under the agitations of jealousy without great
pity.

A short silence succeeded her leaving them; but her brother soon
returned to business and Lovers” Vows, and was eagerly looking over
the play, with Mr. Yates’s help, to ascertain what scenery would be
necessary—while Maria and Henry Crawford conversed together in an
under-voice, and the declaration with which she began of, “I am sure I
would give up the part to Julia most willingly, but that though I shall
probably do it very ill, T feel persuaded she would do it worse,” was
doubtless receiving all the compliments it called for.

When this had lasted some time, the division of the party was com-
pleted by Tom Bertram and Mr. Yates walking off together to consult
farther in the room now beginning to be called the Theatre, and Miss
Bertram’s resolving to go down to the Parsonage herself with the offer
of Amelia to Miss Crawford; and Fanny remained alone.

The first use she made of her solitude was to take up the volume
which had been left on the table, and begin to acquaint herself with the
play of which she had heard so much. Her curiosity was all awake, and
she ran through it with an eagerness which was suspended only by in-
tervals of astonishment, that it could be chosen in the present instance,
that it could be proposed and accepted in a private theatre! Agatha
and Amelia appeared to her in their different ways so totally improper
for home representation—the situation of one, and the language of the
other, so unfit to be expressed by any woman of modesty, that she could
hardly suppose her cousins could be aware of what they were engaging
in; and longed to have them roused as soon as possible by the remon-
strance which Edmund would certainly make.

Chapter 15

Miss CRAWFORD accepted the part very readily; and soon after Miss
Bertram’s return from the Parsonage, Mr. Rushworth arrived, and an-
other character was consequently cast. He had the offer of Count Cas-
sel and Anhalt, and at first did not know which to chuse, and wanted
Miss Bertram to direct him; but upon being made to understand the
different style of the characters, and which was which, and recollecting
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that he had once seen the play in London, and had thought Anhalt a
very stupid fellow, he soon decided for the Count. Miss Bertram ap-
proved the decision, for the less he had to learn the better; and though
she could not sympathise in his wish that the Count and Agatha might
be to act together, nor wait very patiently while he was slowly turning
over the leaves with the hope of still discovering such a scene, she very
kindly took his part in hand, and curtailed every speech that admitted
being shortened; besides pointing out the necessity of his being very
much dressed, and chusing his colours. Mr. Rushworth liked the idea
of his finery very well, though affecting to despise it; and was too much
engaged with what his own appearance would be to think of the others,
or draw any of those conclusions, or feel any of that displeasure which
Maria had been half prepared for.

Thus much was settled before Edmund, who had been out all the
morning, knew anything of the matter; but when he entered the drawing-
room before dinner, the buzz of discussion was high between Tom,
Maria, and Mr. Yates; and Mr. Rushworth stepped forward with great
alacrity to tell him the agreeable news.

“We have got a play,” said he. “It is to be Lovers’ Vows; and I am
to be Count Cassel, and am to come in first with a blue dress and a pink
satin cloak, and afterwards am to have another fine fancy suit, by way
of a shooting-dress. I do not know how I shall like it.”

Fanny’s eyes followed Edmund, and her heart beat for him as she
heard this speech, and saw his look, and felt what his sensations must
be.

“Lovers’ Vows!” in a tone of the greatest amazement, was his only
reply to Mr. Rushworth, and he turned towards his brother and sisters
as if hardly doubting a contradiction.

“Yes,” cried Mr. Yates. “After all our debatings and difficulties, we
find there is nothing that will suit us altogether so well, nothing so un-
exceptionable, as Lovers’ Vows. The wonder is that it should not have
been thought of before. My stupidity was abominable, for here we have
all the advantage of what I saw at Ecclesford; and it is so useful to have
anything of a model! We have cast almost every part.”

“But what do you do for women?” said Edmund gravely, and look-
ing at Maria.

Maria blushed in spite of herself as she answered, “I take the part
which Lady Ravenshaw was to have done, and” (with a bolder eye)
“Miss Crawford is to be Amelia.”
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JANE AUSTEN

said so: just the sort of people to get all they can), I said to the boy
directly (a great lubberly fellow of ten years old, you know, who ought
to be ashamed of himself), ‘I’ll take the boards to your father, Dick, so
get you home again as fast as you can.” The boy looked very silly, and
turned away without offering a word, for I believe I might speak pretty
sharp; and I dare say it will cure him of coming marauding about the
house for one while. I hate such greediness—so good as your father is
to the family, employing the man all the year round!”

Nobody was at the trouble of an answer; the others soon returned;
and Edmund found that to have endeavoured to set them right must be
his only satisfaction.

Dinner passed heavily. Mrs. Norris related again her triumph over
Dick Jackson, but neither play nor preparation were otherwise much
talked of, for Edmund’s disapprobation was felt even by his brother,
though he would not have owned it. Maria, wanting Henry Crawford’s
animating support, thought the subject better avoided. Mr. Yates, who
was trying to make himself agreeable to Julia, found her gloom less
impenetrable on any topic than that of his regret at her secession from
their company; and Mr. Rushworth, having only his own part and his
own dress in his head, had soon talked away all that could be said of
either.

But the concerns of the theatre were suspended only for an hour or
two: there was still a great deal to be settled; and the spirits of evening
giving fresh courage, Tom, Maria, and Mr. Yates, soon after their being
reassembled in the drawing-room, seated themselves in committee at a
separate table, with the play open before them, and were just getting
deep in the subject when a most welcome interruption was given by the
entrance of Mr. and Miss Crawford, who, late and dark and dirty as it
was, could not help coming, and were received with the most grateful
joy.

“Well, how do you go on?” and “What have you settled?” and
“Oh! we can do nothing without you,” followed the first salutations;
and Henry Crawford was soon seated with the other three at the table,
while his sister made her way to Lady Bertram, and with pleasant atten-
tion was complimenting ber. “I must really congratulate your ladyship,”
said she, “on the play being chosen; for though you have borne it with
exemplary patience, I am sure you must be sick of all our noise and dif-
ficulties. The actors may be glad, but the bystanders must be infinitely
more thankful for a decision; and I do sincerely give you joy, madam,
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as well as Mrs. Norris, and everybody else who is in the same predica-
ment,” glancing half fearfully, half slyly, beyond Fanny to Edmund.

She was very civilly answered by Lady Bertram, but Edmund said
nothing. His being only a bystander was not disclaimed. After continu-
ing in chat with the party round the fire a few minutes, Miss Crawford
returned to the party round the table; and standing by them, seemed to
interest herself in their arrangements till, as if struck by a sudden recol-
lection, she exclaimed, “My good friends, you are most composedly at
work upon these cottages and alehouses, inside and out; but pray let me
know my fate in the meanwhile. Who is to be Anhalt? What gentleman
among you am I to have the pleasure of making love to?”

For a moment no one spoke; and then many spoke together to tell
the same melancholy truth, that they had not yet got any Anhalt. “Mr.
Rushworth was to be Count Cassel, but no one had yet undertaken
Anhalt.”

“I had my choice of the parts,” said Mr. Rushworth; “but I thought
I should like the Count best, though I do not much relish the finery I am
to have.”

“You chose very wisely, I am sure,” replied Miss Crawford, with a
brightened look; “Anhalt is a heavy part.”

“The Count has two-and-forty speeches,” returned Mr. Rushworth,
“which is no trifle.”

“I am not at all surprised,” said Miss Crawford, after a short pause,
“at this want of an Anhalt. Amelia deserves no better. Such a forward
young lady may well frighten the men.”

“I should be but too happy in taking the part, if it were possible,”
cried Tom; “but, unluckily, the Butler and Anhalt are in together. I will
not entirely give it up, however; I will try what can be done—I will look
it over again.”

“Your brother should take the part,” said Mr. Yates, in a low voice.
“Do not you think he would?”

“I shall not ask him,” replied Tom, in a cold, determined manner.

Miss Crawford talked of something else, and soon afterwards re-
joined the party at the fire.

“They do not want me at all,” said she, seating herself. “I only puz-
zle them, and oblige them to make civil speeches. Mr. Edmund Bertram,
as you do not act yourself, you will be a disinterested adviser; and, there-
fore, I apply to you. What shall we do for an Anhalt? Is it practicable
for any of the others to double it? What is your advice?”
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JANE AUSTEN

tears were beginning to shew themselves, immediately said, with some
keenness, “I do not like my situation: this place is too hot for me,” and
moved away her chair to the opposite side of the table, close to Fanny,
saying to her, in a kind, low whisper, as she placed herself, “Never
mind, my dear Miss Price, this is a cross evening: everybody is cross
and teasing, but do not let us mind them”; and with pointed attention
continued to talk to her and endeavour to raise her spirits, in spite of
being out of spirits herself. By a look at her brother she prevented any
farther entreaty from the theatrical board, and the really good feelings
by which she was almost purely governed were rapidly restoring her to
all the little she had lost in Edmund’s favour.

Fanny did not love Miss Crawford; but she felt very much obliged to
her for her present kindness; and when, from taking notice of her work,
and wishing she could work as well, and begging for the pattern, and
supposing Fanny was now preparing for her appearance, as of course
she would come out when her cousin was married, Miss Crawford pro-
ceeded to inquire if she had heard lately from her brother at sea, and
said that she had quite a curiosity to see him, and imagined him a very
fine young man, and advised Fanny to get his picture drawn before he
went to sea again—she could not help admitting it to be very agreeable
flattery, or help listening, and answering with more animation than she
had intended.

The consultation upon the play still went on, and Miss Crawford’s
attention was first called from Fanny by Tom Bertram’s telling her, with
infinite regret, that he found it absolutely impossible for him to under-
take the part of Anhalt in addition to the Butler: he had been most
anxiously trying to make it out to be feasible, but it would not do; he
must give it up. “But there will not be the smallest difficulty in filling it,”
he added. “We have but to speak the word; we may pick and chuse. 1
could name, at this moment, at least six young men within six miles of
us, who are wild to be admitted into our company, and there are one or
two that would not disgrace us: I should not be afraid to trust either of
the Olivers or Charles Maddox. Tom Oliver is a very clever fellow, and
Charles Maddox is as gentlemanlike a man as you will see anywhere, so
I will take my horse early to-morrow morning and ride over to Stoke,
and settle with one of them.”

While he spoke, Maria was looking apprehensively round at Ed-
mund in full expectation that he must oppose such an enlargement of
the plan as this: so contrary to all their first protestations; but Edmund
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said nothing. After a moment’s thought, Miss Crawford calmly replied,
“As far as I am concerned, I can have no objection to anything that you
all think eligible. Have I ever seen either of the gentlemen? Yes, Mr.
Charles Maddox dined at my sister’s one day, did not he, Henry? A
quiet-looking young man. I remember him. Let him be applied to, if
you please, for it will be less unpleasant to me than to have a perfect
stranger.”

Charles Maddox was to be the man. Tom repeated his resolution of
going to him early on the morrow; and though Julia, who had scarcely
opened her lips before, observed, in a sarcastic manner, and with a
glance first at Maria and then at Edmund, that “the Mansfield theatri-
cals would enliven the whole neighbourhood exceedingly,” Edmund still
held his peace, and shewed his feelings only by a determined gravity.

“I am not very sanguine as to our play,” said Miss Crawford, in
an undervoice to Fanny, after some consideration; “and I can tell Mr.
Maddox that I shall shorten some of his speeches, and a great many of
my own, before we rehearse together. It will be very disagreeable, and
by no means what I expected.”

Chapter 16

IT WAS NOT in Miss Crawford’s power to talk Fanny into any real for-
getfulness of what had passed. When the evening was over, she went
to bed full of it, her nerves still agitated by the shock of such an attack
from her cousin Tom, so public and so persevered in, and her spirits
sinking under her aunt’s unkind reflection and reproach. To be called
into notice in such a manner, to hear that it was but the prelude to
something so infinitely worse, to be told that she must do what was so
impossible as to act; and then to have the charge of obstinacy and in-
gratitude follow it, enforced with such a hint at the dependence of her
situation, had been too distressing at the time to make the remembrance
when she was alone much less so, especially with the superadded dread
of what the morrow might produce in continuation of the subject. Miss
Crawford had protected her only for the time; and if she were applied to
again among themselves with all the authoritative urgency that Tom and
Maria were capable of, and Edmund perhaps away, what should she do?
She fell asleep before she could answer the question, and found it quite
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JANE AUSTEN

that she had received from them. The table between the windows was
covered with work-boxes and netting-boxes which had been given her
at different times, principally by Tom; and she grew bewildered as to the
amount of the debt which all these kind remembrances produced. A tap
at the door roused her in the midst of this attempt to find her way to her
duty, and her gentle “Come in” was answered by the appearance of one,
before whom all her doubts were wont to be laid. Her eyes brightened
at the sight of Edmund.

“Can I speak with you, Fanny, for a few minutes?” said he.

“Yes, certainly.”

“I want to consult. I want your opinion.”

“My opinion!” she cried, shrinking from such a compliment, highly
as it gratified her.

“Yes, your advice and opinion. I do not know what to do. This
acting scheme gets worse and worse, you see. They have chosen almost
as bad a play as they could, and now, to complete the business, are
going to ask the help of a young man very slightly known to any of us.
This is the end of all the privacy and propriety which was talked about
at first. I know no harm of Charles Maddox; but the excessive intimacy
which must spring from his being admitted among us in this manner is
highly objectionable, the more than intimacy—the familiarity. I cannot
think of it with any patience; and it does appear to me an evil of such
magnitude as must, if possible, be prevented. Do not you see it in the
same light?”

“Yes; but what can be done? Your brother is so determined.”

“There is but one thing to be done, Fanny. I must take Anhalt myself.
I am well aware that nothing else will quiet Tom.”

Fanny could not answer him.

“It is not at all what I like,” he continued. “No man can like being
driven into the appearance of such inconsistency. After being known to
oppose the scheme from the beginning, there is absurdity in the face of
my joining them now, when they are exceeding their first plan in every
respect; but I can think of no other alternative. Can you, Fanny?”

“No,” said Fanny slowly, “not immediately, but—>

“But what? I see your judgment is not with me. Think it a little over.
Perhaps you are not so much aware as I am of the mischief that may, of
the unpleasantness that must arise from a young man’s being received
in this manner: domesticated among us; authorised to come at all hours,
and placed suddenly on a footing which must do away all restraints. To
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think only of the licence which every rehearsal must tend to create. It
is all very bad! Put yourself in Miss Crawford’s place, Fanny. Consider
what it would be to act Amelia with a stranger. She has a right to be
felt for, because she evidently feels for herself. I heard enough of what
she said to you last night to understand her unwillingness to be acting
with a stranger; and as she probably engaged in the part with different
expectations—perhaps without considering the subject enough to know
what was likely to be—it would be ungenerous, it would be really wrong
to expose her to it. Her feelings ought to be respected. Does it not strike
you so, Fanny? You hesitate.”

“I am sorry for Miss Crawford; but I am more sorry to see you
drawn in to do what you had resolved against, and what you are known
to think will be disagreeable to my uncle. It will be such a triumph to
the others!”

“They will not have much cause of triumph when they see how infa-
mously I act. But, however, triumph there certainly will be, and I must
brave it. But if I can be the means of restraining the publicity of the
business, of limiting the exhibition, of concentrating our folly, I shall be
well repaid. As I am now, I have no influence, I can do nothing: I have
offended them, and they will not hear me; but when I have put them in
good-humour by this concession, I am not without hopes of persuading
them to confine the representation within a much smaller circle than
they are now in the high road for. This will be a material gain. My
object is to confine it to Mrs. Rushworth and the Grants. Will not this
be worth gaining?”

“Yes, it will be a great point.”

“But still it has not your approbation. Can you mention any other
measure by which I have a chance of doing equal good?”

“No, I cannot think of anything else.”

“Give me your approbation, then, Fanny. T am not comfortable
without it.”

“Oh, cousin!”

“If you are against me, I ought to distrust myself, and yet—But it
is absolutely impossible to let Tom go on in this way, riding about the
country in quest of anybody who can be persuaded to act—no matter
whom: the look of a gentleman is to be enough. I thought you would
have entered more into Miss Crawford’s feelings.”

“No doubt she will be very glad. It must be a great relief to her,”
said Fanny, trying for greater warmth of manner.
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JANE AUSTEN

Crawford, Mrs. Grant had, with her usual good-humour, agreed to un-
dertake the part for which Fanny had been wanted; and this was all
that occurred to gladden ber heart during the day; and even this, when
imparted by Edmund, brought a pang with it, for it was Miss Crawford
to whom she was obliged—it was Miss Crawford whose kind exertions
were to excite her gratitude, and whose merit in making them was spo-
ken of with a glow of admiration. She was safe; but peace and safety
were unconnected here. Her mind had been never farther from peace.
She could not feel that she had done wrong herself, but she was dis-
quieted in every other way. Her heart and her judgment were equally
against Edmund’s decision: she could not acquit his unsteadiness, and
his happiness under it made her wretched. She was full of jealousy and
agitation. Miss Crawford came with looks of gaiety which seemed an
insult, with friendly expressions towards herself which she could hardly
answer calmly. Everybody around her was gay and busy, prosperous
and important; each had their object of interest, their part, their dress,
their favourite scene, their friends and confederates: all were finding em-
ployment in consultations and comparisons, or diversion in the playful
conceits they suggested. She alone was sad and insignificant: she had
no share in anything; she might go or stay; she might be in the midst of
their noise, or retreat from it to the solitude of the East room, without
being seen or missed. She could almost think anything would have been
preferable to this. Mrs. Grant was of consequence: her good-nature had
honourable mention; her taste and her time were considered; her pres-
ence was wanted; she was sought for, and attended, and praised; and
Fanny was at first in some danger of envying her the character she had
accepted. But reflection brought better feelings, and shewed her that
Mrs. Grant was entitled to respect, which could never have belonged to
ber; and that, had she received even the greatest, she could never have
been easy in joining a scheme which, considering only her uncle, she
must condemn altogether.

Fanny’s heart was not absolutely the only saddened one amongst
them, as she soon began to acknowledge to herself. Julia was a sufferer
too, though not quite so blamelessly.

Henry Crawford had trifled with her feelings; but she had very long
allowed and even sought his attentions, with a jealousy of her sister so
reasonable as ought to have been their cure; and now that the conviction
of his preference for Maria had been forced on her, she submitted to it
without any alarm for Maria’s situation, or any endeavour at rational
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tranquillity for herself. She either sat in gloomy silence, wrapt in such
gravity as nothing could subdue, no curiosity touch, no wit amuse; or
allowing the attentions of Mr. Yates, was talking with forced gaiety to
him alone, and ridiculing the acting of the others.

For a day or two after the affront was given, Henry Crawford had
endeavoured to do it away by the usual attack of gallantry and compli-
ment, but he had not cared enough about it to persevere against a few
repulses; and becoming soon too busy with his play to have time for
more than one flirtation, he grew indifferent to the quarrel, or rather
thought it a lucky occurrence, as quietly putting an end to what might
ere long have raised expectations in more than Mrs. Grant. She was not
pleased to see Julia excluded from the play, and sitting by disregarded;
but as it was not a matter which really involved her happiness, as Henry
must be the best judge of his own, and as he did assure her, with a most
persuasive smile, that neither he nor Julia had ever had a serious thought
of each other, she could only renew her former caution as to the elder sis-
ter, entreat him not to risk his tranquillity by too much admiration there,
and then gladly take her share in anything that brought cheerfulness to
the young people in general, and that did so particularly promote the
pleasure of the two so dear to her.

“I rather wonder Julia is not in love with Henry,” was her observa-
tion to Mary.

“I dare say she is,” replied Mary coldly. “I imagine both sisters are.”

“Both! no, no, that must not be. Do not give him a hint of it. Think
of Mr. Rushworth!”

“You had better tell Miss Bertram to think of Mr. Rushworth. Tt
may do ber some good. I often think of Mr. Rushworth’s property and
independence, and wish them in other hands; but I never think of him.
A man might represent the county with such an estate; a man might
escape a profession and represent the county.”

“I dare say he will be in parliament soon. When Sir Thomas comes,
I dare say he will be in for some borough, but there has been nobody to
put him in the way of doing anything yet.”

“Sir Thomas is to achieve many mighty things when he comes
home,” said Mary, after a pause. “Do you remember Hawkins Browne’s
‘Address to Tobacco,’ in imitation of Pope?—

Blest leaf! whose aromatic gales dispense
To Templars modesty, to Parsons sense.
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JANE AUSTEN

Fanny, being always a very courteous listener, and often the only lis-
tener at hand, came in for the complaints and the distresses of most of
them. She knew that Mr. Yates was in general thought to rant dread-
fully; that Mr. Yates was disappointed in Henry Crawford; that Tom
Bertram spoke so quick he would be unintelligible; that Mrs. Grant
spoiled everything by laughing; that Edmund was behindhand with his
part, and that it was misery to have anything to do with Mr. Rushworth,
who was wanting a prompter through every speech. She knew, also, that
poor Mr. Rushworth could seldom get anybody to rehearse with him:
his complaint came before her as well as the rest; and so decided to her
eye was her cousin Maria’s avoidance of him, and so needlessly often
the rehearsal of the first scene between her and Mr. Crawford, that she
had soon all the terror of other complaints from him. So far from being
all satisfied and all enjoying, she found everybody requiring something
they had not, and giving occasion of discontent to the others. Every-
body had a part either too long or too short; nobody would attend as
they ought; nobody would remember on which side they were to come
in; nobody but the complainer would observe any directions.

Fanny believed herself to derive as much innocent enjoyment from
the play as any of them; Henry Crawford acted well, and it was a plea-
sure to ber to creep into the theatre, and attend the rehearsal of the first
act, in spite of the feelings it excited in some speeches for Maria. Maria,
she also thought, acted well, too well; and after the first rehearsal or
two, Fanny began to be their only audience; and sometimes as prompter,
sometimes as spectator, was often very useful. As far as she could judge,
Mr. Crawford was considerably the best actor of all: he had more con-
fidence than Edmund, more judgment than Tom, more talent and taste
than Mr. Yates. She did not like him as a man, but she must admit him
to be the best actor, and on this point there were not many who differed
from her. Mr. Yates, indeed, exclaimed against his tameness and insipid-
ity; and the day came at last, when Mr. Rushworth turned to her with
a black look, and said, “Do you think there is anything so very fine in
all this? For the life and soul of me, I cannot admire him; and, between
ourselves, to see such an undersized, little, mean-looking man, set up
for a fine actor, is very ridiculous in my opinion.”

From this moment there was a return of his former jealousy, which
Maria, from increasing hopes of Crawford, was at little pains to remove;
and the chances of Mr. Rushworth’s ever attaining to the knowledge of
his two-and-forty speeches became much less. As to his ever making
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anything tolerable of them, nobody had the smallest idea of that except
his mother; she, indeed, regretted that his part was not more consid-
erable, and deferred coming over to Mansfield till they were forward
enough in their rehearsal to comprehend all his scenes; but the others
aspired at nothing beyond his remembering the catchword, and the first
line of his speech, and being able to follow the prompter through the
rest. Fanny, in her pity and kindheartedness, was at great pains to teach
him how to learn, giving him all the helps and directions in her power,
trying to make an artificial memory for him, and learning every word
of his part herself, but without his being much the forwarder.

Many uncomfortable, anxious, apprehensive feelings she certainly
had; but with all these, and other claims on her time and attention, she
was as far from finding herself without employment or utility amongst
them, as without a companion in uneasiness; quite as far from having
no demand on her leisure as on her compassion. The gloom of her first
anticipations was proved to have been unfounded. She was occasionally
useful to all; she was perhaps as much at peace as any.

There was a great deal of needlework to be done, moreover, in which
her help was wanted; and that Mrs. Norris thought her quite as well off
as the rest, was evident by the manner in which she claimed it—*“Come,
Fanny,” she cried, “these are fine times for you, but you must not be
always walking from one room to the other, and doing the lookings-on
at your ease, in this way; I want you here. I have been slaving myself till
I can hardly stand, to contrive Mr. Rushworth’s cloak without sending
for any more satin; and now I think you may give me your help in
putting it together. There are but three seams; you may do them in a
trice. It would be lucky for me if I had nothing but the executive part
to do. You are best off, I can tell you: but if nobody did more than you,
we should not get on very fast”

Fanny took the work very quietly, without attempting any defence;
but her kinder aunt Bertram observed on her behalf—

“One cannot wonder, sister, that Fanny should be delighted: it is all
new to her, you know; you and I used to be very fond of a play ourselves,
and so am I still; and as soon as I am a little more at leisure, I mean to
look in at their rehearsals too. What is the play about, Fanny? you have
never told me.”

“Oh! sister, pray do not ask her now; for Fanny is not one of those
who can talk and work at the same time. It is about Lovers’ Vows.”

“I believe,” said Fanny to her aunt Bertram, “there will be three acts
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JANE AUSTEN

of a man. With such an Anhalt, however, Miss Crawford had courage
enough; and they had got through half the scene, when a tap at the
door brought a pause, and the entrance of Edmund, the next moment,
suspended it all.

Surprise, consciousness, and pleasure appeared in each of the three
on this unexpected meeting; and as Edmund was come on the very same
business that had brought Miss Crawford, consciousness and pleasure
were likely to be more than momentary in them. He too had his book,
and was seeking Fanny, to ask her to rehearse with him, and help him
to prepare for the evening, without knowing Miss Crawford to be in
the house; and great was the joy and animation of being thus thrown
together, of comparing schemes, and sympathising in praise of Fanny’s
kind offices.

She could not equal them in their warmth. Her spirits sank under
the glow of theirs, and she felt herself becoming too nearly nothing to
both to have any comfort in having been sought by either. They must
now rehearse together. Edmund proposed, urged, entreated it, till the
lady, not very unwilling at first, could refuse no longer, and Fanny was
wanted only to prompt and observe them. She was invested, indeed,
with the office of judge and critic, and earnestly desired to exercise it
and tell them all their faults; but from doing so every feeling within her
shrank—she could not, would not, dared not attempt it: had she been
otherwise qualified for criticism, her conscience must have restrained
her from venturing at disapprobation. She believed herself to feel too
much of it in the aggregate for honesty or safety in particulars. To
prompt them must be enough for her; and it was sometimes more than
enough; for she could not always pay attention to the book. In watch-
ing them she forgot herself; and, agitated by the increasing spirit of
Edmund’s manner, had once closed the page and turned away exactly as
he wanted help. It was imputed to very reasonable weariness, and she
was thanked and pitied; but she deserved their pity more than she hoped
they would ever surmise. At last the scene was over, and Fanny forced
herself to add her praise to the compliments each was giving the other;
and when again alone and able to recall the whole, she was inclined to
believe their performance would, indeed, have such nature and feeling
in it as must ensure their credit, and make it a very suffering exhibition
to herself. Whatever might be its effect, however, she must stand the
brunt of it again that very day.

The first regular rehearsal of the three first acts was certainly to take
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place in the evening: Mrs. Grant and the Crawfords were engaged to
return for that purpose as soon as they could after dinner; and every one
concerned was looking forward with eagerness. There seemed a general
diffusion of cheerfulness on the occasion. Tom was enjoying such an
advance towards the end; Edmund was in spirits from the morning’s
rehearsal, and little vexations seemed everywhere smoothed away. All
were alert and impatient; the ladies moved soon, the gentlemen soon
followed them, and with the exception of Lady Bertram, Mrs. Norris,
and Julia, everybody was in the theatre at an early hour; and having
lighted it up as well as its unfinished state admitted, were waiting only
the arrival of Mrs. Grant and the Crawfords to begin.

They did not wait long for the Crawfords, but there was no Mrs.
Grant. She could not come. Dr. Grant, professing an indisposition, for
which he had little credit with his fair sister-in-law, could not spare his
wife.

“Dr. Grant is ill,” said she, with mock solemnity. “He has been ill
ever since he did not eat any of the pheasant today. He fancied it tough,
sent away his plate, and has been suffering ever since”.

Here was disappointment! Mrs. Grant’s non-attendance was sad
indeed. Her pleasant manners and cheerful conformity made her always
valuable amongst them; but now she was absolutely necessary. They
could not act, they could not rehearse with any satisfaction without her.
The comfort of the whole evening was destroyed. What was to be done?
Tom, as Cottager, was in despair. After a pause of perplexity, some eyes
began to be turned towards Fanny, and a voice or two to say, “If Miss
Price would be so good as to read the part.” She was immediately
surrounded by supplications; everybody asked it; even Edmund said,
“Do, Fanny, if it is not very disagreeable to you.”

But Fanny still hung back. She could not endure the idea of it. Why
was not Miss Crawford to be applied to as well? Or why had not she
rather gone to her own room, as she had felt to be safest, instead of
attending the rehearsal at all? She had known it would irritate and
distress her; she had known it her duty to keep away. She was properly
punished.

“You have only to read the part,” said Henry Crawford, with re-
newed entreaty.

“And I do believe she can say every word of it,” added Maria, “for
she could put Mrs. Grant right the other day in twenty places. Fanny, I
am sure you know the part.”
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JANE AUSTEN

laughed at the idea; and having soon agreed on the propriety of their
walking quietly home and leaving the family to themselves, proposed
Mr. Yates’s accompanying them and spending the evening at the Parson-
age. But Mr. Yates, having never been with those who thought much of
parental claims, or family confidence, could not perceive that anything
of the kind was necessary; and therefore, thanking them, said, “he pre-
ferred remaining where he was, that he might pay his respects to the old
gentleman handsomely since he was come; and besides, he did not think
it would be fair by the others to have everybody run away.”

Fanny was just beginning to collect herself, and to feel that if she
staid longer behind it might seem disrespectful, when this point was
settled, and being commissioned with the brother and sister’s apology,
saw them preparing to go as she quitted the room herself to perform the
dreadful duty of appearing before her uncle.

Too soon did she find herself at the drawing-room door; and after
pausing a moment for what she knew would not come, for a courage
which the outside of no door had ever supplied to her, she turned the
lock in desperation, and the lights of the drawing-room, and all the col-
lected family, were before her. As she entered, her own name caught
her ear. Sir Thomas was at that moment looking round him, and say-
ing, “But where is Fanny? Why do not I see my little Fanny?”—and
on perceiving her, came forward with a kindness which astonished and
penetrated her, calling her his dear Fanny, kissing her affectionately, and
observing with decided pleasure how much she was grown! Fanny knew
not how to feel, nor where to look. She was quite oppressed. He had
never been so kind, so very kind to her in his life. His manner seemed
changed, his voice was quick from the agitation of joy; and all that had
been awful in his dignity seemed lost in tenderness. He led her nearer
the light and looked at her again—inquired particularly after her health,
and then, correcting himself, observed that he need not inquire, for her
appearance spoke sufficiently on that point. A fine blush having suc-
ceeded the previous paleness of her face, he was justified in his belief of
her equal improvement in health and beauty. He inquired next after her
family, especially William: and his kindness altogether was such as made
her reproach herself for loving him so little, and thinking his return a
misfortune; and when, on having courage to lift her eyes to his face, she
saw that he was grown thinner, and had the burnt, fagged, worn look
of fatigue and a hot climate, every tender feeling was increased, and
she was miserable in considering how much unsuspected vexation was
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probably ready to burst on him.

Sir Thomas was indeed the life of the party, who at his suggestion
now seated themselves round the fire. He had the best right to be the
talker; and the delight of his sensations in being again in his own house,
in the centre of his family, after such a separation, made him commu-
nicative and chatty in a very unusual degree; and he was ready to give
every information as to his voyage, and answer every question of his two
sons almost before it was put. His business in Antigua had latterly been
prosperously rapid, and he came directly from Liverpool, having had an
opportunity of making his passage thither in a private vessel, instead of
waiting for the packet; and all the little particulars of his proceedings
and events, his arrivals and departures, were most promptly delivered,
as he sat by Lady Bertram and looked with heartfelt satisfaction on the
faces around him—interrupting himself more than once, however, to
remark on his good fortune in finding them all at home—coming un-
expectedly as he did—all collected together exactly as he could have
wished, but dared not depend on. Mr. Rushworth was not forgotten: a
most friendly reception and warmth of hand-shaking had already met
him, and with pointed attention he was now included in the objects
most intimately connected with Mansfield. There was nothing disagree-
able in Mr. Rushworth’s appearance, and Sir Thomas was liking him
already.

By not one of the circle was he listened to with such unbroken, un-
alloyed enjoyment as by his wife, who was really extremely happy to
see him, and whose feelings were so warmed by his sudden arrival as to
place her nearer agitation than she had been for the last twenty years.
She had been almost fluttered for a few minutes, and still remained so
sensibly animated as to put away her work, move Pug from her side,
and give all her attention and all the rest of her sofa to her husband.
She had no anxieties for anybody to cloud her pleasure: her own time
had been irreproachably spent during his absence: she had done a great
deal of carpet-work, and made many yards of fringe; and she would
have answered as freely for the good conduct and useful pursuits of all
the young people as for her own. It was so agreeable to her to see him
again, and hear him talk, to have her ear amused and her whole compre-
hension filled by his narratives, that she began particularly to feel how
dreadfully she must have missed him, and how impossible it would have
been for her to bear a lengthened absence.

Mrs. Norris was by no means to be compared in happiness to her
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JANE AUSTEN

talking—almost hallooing. He stepped to the door, rejoicing at that mo-
ment in having the means of immediate communication, and, opening
it, found himself on the stage of a theatre, and opposed to a ranting
young man, who appeared likely to knock him down backwards. At
the very moment of Yates perceiving Sir Thomas, and giving perhaps the
very best start he had ever given in the whole course of his rehearsals,
Tom Bertram entered at the other end of the room; and never had he
found greater difficulty in keeping his countenance. His father’s looks
of solemnity and amazement on this his first appearance on any stage,
and the gradual metamorphosis of the impassioned Baron Wildenheim
into the well-bred and easy Mr. Yates, making his bow and apology to
Sir Thomas Bertram, was such an exhibition, such a piece of true acting,
as he would not have lost upon any account. It would be the last—in
all probability—the last scene on that stage; but he was sure there could
not be a finer. The house would close with the greatest eclat.

There was little time, however, for the indulgence of any images of
merriment. It was necessary for him to step forward, too, and assist the
introduction, and with many awkward sensations he did his best. Sir
Thomas received Mr. Yates with all the appearance of cordiality which
was due to his own character, but was really as far from pleased with
the necessity of the acquaintance as with the manner of its commence-
ment. Mr. Yates’s family and connexions were sufficiently known to
him to render his introduction as the “particular friend,” another of the
hundred particular friends of his son, exceedingly unwelcome; and it
needed all the felicity of being again at home, and all the forbearance
it could supply, to save Sir Thomas from anger on finding himself thus
bewildered in his own house, making part of a ridiculous exhibition in
the midst of theatrical nonsense, and forced in so untoward a moment
to admit the acquaintance of a young man whom he felt sure of disap-
proving, and whose easy indifference and volubility in the course of the
first five minutes seemed to mark him the most at home of the two.

Tom understood his father’s thoughts, and heartily wishing he might
be always as well disposed to give them but partial expression, began
to see, more clearly than he had ever done before, that there might be
some ground of offence, that there might be some reason for the glance
his father gave towards the ceiling and stucco of the room; and that
when he inquired with mild gravity after the fate of the billiard-table, he
was not proceeding beyond a very allowable curiosity. A few minutes
were enough for such unsatisfactory sensations on each side; and Sir
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Thomas having exerted himself so far as to speak a few words of calm
approbation in reply to an eager appeal of Mr. Yates, as to the happiness
of the arrangement, the three gentlemen returned to the drawing-room
together, Sir Thomas with an increase of gravity which was not lost on
all.

“I come from your theatre,” said he composedly, as he sat down; “I
found myself in it rather unexpectedly. Its vicinity to my own room—
but in every respect, indeed, it took me by surprise, as I had not the
smallest suspicion of your acting having assumed so serious a character.
It appears a neat job, however, as far as I could judge by candlelight,
and does my friend Christopher Jackson credit.” And then he would
have changed the subject, and sipped his coffee in peace over domestic
matters of a calmer hue; but Mr. Yates, without discernment to catch
Sir Thomas’s meaning, or diffidence, or delicacy, or discretion enough to
allow him to lead the discourse while he mingled among the others with
the least obtrusiveness himself, would keep him on the topic of the the-
atre, would torment him with questions and remarks relative to it, and
finally would make him hear the whole history of his disappointment at
Ecclesford. Sir Thomas listened most politely, but found much to offend
his ideas of decorum, and confirm his ill-opinion of Mr. Yates’s habits
of thinking, from the beginning to the end of the story; and when it was
over, could give him no other assurance of sympathy than what a slight
bow conveyed.

“This was, in fact, the origin of our acting,” said Tom, after a mo-
ment’s thought. “My friend Yates brought the infection from Ecclesford,
and it spread—as those things always spread, you know, sir—the faster,
probably, from your having so often encouraged the sort of thing in us
formerly. It was like treading old ground again.”

Mr. Yates took the subject from his friend as soon as possible, and
immediately gave Sir Thomas an account of what they had done and
were doing: told him of the gradual increase of their views, the happy
conclusion of their first difficulties, and present promising state of af-
fairs; relating everything with so blind an interest as made him not only
totally unconscious of the uneasy movements of many of his friends as
they sat, the change of countenance, the fidget, the hem! of unquietness,
but prevented him even from seeing the expression of the face on which
his own eyes were fixed—from seeing Sir Thomas’s dark brow contract
as he looked with inquiring earnestness at his daughters and Edmund,
dwelling particularly on the latter, and speaking a language, a remon-
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and forget how much he had been forgotten himself as soon as he could,
after the house had been cleared of every object enforcing the remem-
brance, and restored to its proper state. He did not enter into any
remonstrance with his other children: he was more willing to believe
they felt their error than to run the risk of investigation. The reproof of
an immediate conclusion of everything, the sweep of every preparation,
would be sufficient.

There was one person, however, in the house, whom he could not
leave to learn his sentiments merely through his conduct. He could not
help giving Mrs. Norris a hint of his having hoped that her advice might
have been interposed to prevent what her judgment must certainly have
disapproved. The young people had been very inconsiderate in forming
the plan; they ought to have been capable of a better decision them-
selves; but they were young; and, excepting Edmund, he believed, of un-
steady characters; and with greater surprise, therefore, he must regard
her acquiescence in their wrong measures, her countenance of their un-
safe amusements, than that such measures and such amusements should
have been suggested. Mrs. Norris was a little confounded and as nearly
being silenced as ever she had been in her life; for she was ashamed to
confess having never seen any of the impropriety which was so glaring
to Sir Thomas, and would not have admitted that her influence was
insufficient—that she might have talked in vain. Her only resource was
to get out of the subject as fast as possible, and turn the current of Sir
Thomas’s ideas into a happier channel. She had a great deal to insinuate
in her own praise as to general attention to the interest and comfort of
his family, much exertion and many sacrifices to glance at in the form
of hurried walks and sudden removals from her own fireside, and many
excellent hints of distrust and economy to Lady Bertram and Edmund
to detail, whereby a most considerable saving had always arisen, and
more than one bad servant been detected. But her chief strength lay in
Sotherton. Her greatest support and glory was in having formed the con-
nexion with the Rushworths. There she was impregnable. She took to
herself all the credit of bringing Mr. Rushworth’s admiration of Maria
to any effect. “If I had not been active,” said she, “and made a point
of being introduced to his mother, and then prevailed on my sister to
pay the first visit, I am as certain as I sit here that nothing would have
come of it; for Mr. Rushworth is the sort of amiable modest young man
who wants a great deal of encouragement, and there were girls enough
on the catch for him if we had been idle. But I left no stone unturned. I
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was ready to move heaven and earth to persuade my sister, and at last
I did persuade her. You know the distance to Sotherton; it was in the
middle of winter, and the roads almost impassable, but I did persuade
her.”

“I know how great, how justly great, your influence is with Lady
Bertram and her children, and am the more concerned that it should
not have been.”

“My dear Sir Thomas, if you had seen the state of the roads that
day! I thought we should never have got through them, though we had
the four horses of course; and poor old coachman would attend us, out
of his great love and kindness, though he was hardly able to sit the
box on account of the rheumatism which I had been doctoring him for
ever since Michaelmas. I cured him at last; but he was very bad all the
winter—and this was such a day, I could not help going to him up in
his room before we set off to advise him not to venture: he was putting
on his wig; so I said, ‘Coachman, you had much better not go; your
Lady and I shall be very safe; you know how steady Stephen is, and
Charles has been upon the leaders so often now, that I am sure there is
no fear.” But, however, I soon found it would not do; he was bent upon
going, and as I hate to be worrying and officious, I said no more; but
my heart quite ached for him at every jolt, and when we got into the
rough lanes about Stoke, where, what with frost and snow upon beds
of stones, it was worse than anything you can imagine, [ was quite in an
agony about him. And then the poor horses too! To see them straining
away! You know how I always feel for the horses. And when we got to
the bottom of Sandcroft Hill, what do you think I did? You will laugh
at me; but I got out and walked up. I did indeed. It might not be saving
them much, but it was something, and I could not bear to sit at my ease
and be dragged up at the expense of those noble animals. I caught a
dreadful cold, but that I did not regard. My object was accomplished in
the visit.”

“I hope we shall always think the acquaintance worth any trouble
that might be taken to establish it. There is nothing very striking in Mr.
Rushworth’s manners, but I was pleased last night with what appeared
to be his opinion on one subject: his decided preference of a quiet family
party to the bustle and confusion of acting. He seemed to feel exactly
as one could wish.”

“Yes, indeed, and the more you know of him the better you will like
him. He is not a shining character, but he has a thousand good qualities;
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JANE AUSTEN

tion with his uncle for attending them whenever he might be wanted.
The play should not be lost by his absence.

“From Bath, Norfolk, London, York, wherever I may be,” said he;
“I will attend you from any place in England, at an hour’s notice.”

It was well at that moment that Tom had to speak, and not his
sister. He could immediately say with easy fluency, “I am sorry you are
going; but as to our play, that is all over—entirely at an end” (looking
significantly at his father). “The painter was sent off yesterday, and very
little will remain of the theatre to-morrow. I knew how that would be
from the first. It is early for Bath. You will find nobody there.”

“It is about my uncle’s usual time.”

“When do you think of going?”

“I may, perhaps, get as far as Banbury to-day.”

“Whose stables do you use at Bath?” was the next question; and
while this branch of the subject was under discussion, Maria, who
wanted neither pride nor resolution, was preparing to encounter her
share of it with tolerable calmness.

To her he soon turned, repeating much of what he had already said,
with only a softened air and stronger expressions of regret. But what
availed his expressions or his air? He was going, and, if not voluntarily
going, voluntarily intending to stay away; for, excepting what might be
due to his uncle, his engagements were all self-imposed. He might talk
of necessity, but she knew his independence. The hand which had so
pressed hers to his heart! the hand and the heart were alike motionless
and passive now! Her spirit supported her, but the agony of her mind
was severe. She had not long to endure what arose from listening to
language which his actions contradicted, or to bury the tumult of her
feelings under the restraint of society; for general civilities soon called
his notice from her, and the farewell visit, as it then became openly
acknowledged, was a very short one. He was gone—he had touched
her hand for the last time, he had made his parting bow, and she might
seek directly all that solitude could do for her. Henry Crawford was
gone, gone from the house, and within two hours afterwards from the
parish; and so ended all the hopes his selfish vanity had raised in Maria
and Julia Bertram.

Julia could rejoice that he was gone. His presence was beginning
to be odious to her; and if Maria gained him not, she was now cool
enough to dispense with any other revenge. She did not want exposure
to be added to desertion. Henry Crawford gone, she could even pity her
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sister.

With a purer spirit did Fanny rejoice in the intelligence. She heard it
at dinner, and felt it a blessing. By all the others it was mentioned with
regret; and his merits honoured with due gradation of feeling—from
the sincerity of Edmund’s too partial regard, to the unconcern of his
mother speaking entirely by rote. Mrs. Norris began to look about her,
and wonder that his falling in love with Julia had come to nothing; and
could almost fear that she had been remiss herself in forwarding it; but
with so many to care for, how was it possible for even her activity to
keep pace with her wishes?

Another day or two, and Mr. Yates was gone likewise. In his de-
parture Sir Thomas felt the chief interest: wanting to be alone with his
family, the presence of a stranger superior to Mr. Yates must have been
irksome; but of him, trifling and confident, idle and expensive, it was
every way vexatious. In himself he was wearisome, but as the friend
of Tom and the admirer of Julia he became offensive. Sir Thomas had
been quite indifferent to Mr. Crawford’s going or staying: but his good
wishes for Mr. Yates’s having a pleasant journey, as he walked with him
to the hall-door, were given with genuine satisfaction. Mr. Yates had
staid to see the destruction of every theatrical preparation at Mansfield,
the removal of everything appertaining to the play: he left the house in
all the soberness of its general character; and Sir Thomas hoped, in see-
ing him out of it, to be rid of the worst object connected with the scheme,
and the last that must be inevitably reminding him of its existence.

Mrs. Norris contrived to remove one article from his sight that might
have distressed him. The curtain, over which she had presided with
such talent and such success, went off with her to her cottage, where
she happened to be particularly in want of green baize.

Chapter 21

SIR THOMAS’S return made a striking change in the ways of the family,
independent of Lovers’ Vows. Under his government, Mansfield was an
altered place. Some members of their society sent away, and the spir-
its of many others saddened—it was all sameness and gloom compared
with the past—a sombre family party rarely enlivened. There was little
intercourse with the Parsonage. Sir Thomas, drawing back from intima-

143



Sl

01 pIe3al YIm pue ‘3UO[ 0S NOA UMOUY JABY OYMm 3soy3 Jo 1red 1918913
a1 £q pooisiopun aie NOA UeYl 19139 70K SpuelsSIopuUn AJUIB1IAD UG
j9[qETeWaI ST 11 UBWOM B SUNOA 0S 10 '19139q SI2IDBIBYD SaysmMIunsIp
oym Apoqou MOWY | JUIUWIUIIISIP 18IS SBY UG "SPIOM oY 9ToM 350D
pue ‘93euosied 9yl 18 NOA JO SUD{[el 919M 94\ 109[39U JO 2IoM UWOM
1910 se asteid pue 90110U JO [NJIBIJ SEB ISOW[E PIWAds NoA Jeyl :Aep

I9Y10 33 noA JO pres 9ys Jeym Ul 1YSI AI9A Sem PIOJMEI) SSIA,,
«[2°4 03
SI9JY3nep UmO SIY YSIM ISNW Y [YOIYm UONBWIOJUI STy Ur ainses[d pue
A1sormd e umays £q ‘osuadxa I19Y1 1B JJO J[oSAUI 19 01 pajuem I JT se
1eadde pnom 11 3y3nota [—aI[ 30U PIp [ 102[qns Y3 Ul paisaIalul J[e Ie
Surwaas 10 ‘prom e unyeads noyim £q Funirs a1om SUISNOD AW J[IYm

pPUY [9OUD[IS PBIP B [ONS SeM 1Y Ing—I1 Op 01 pasuo] | puy,,
< Toyarey Jo paxmbur aq 01 9poun o4 pasea[d aary p[nom I ‘SI2YI0

£q dn pamoyoy aq pnom uonsanb aya sadoy ur sem pue—pip |,
«¢STU 1SB[ 9PBII-9AL[S 3Y) INOCE WIY S W Teay

no4 Jou pi(J "Op ] 2INS Wk [ "Pasn [ UBYI 2I10W WY 03 Y[el op [ Ing,,

« 9[2I10 UIUSAD 33 UI JUJ[IS 00]
3I€ OYM 2S0Y[) JO SUO JIB NOX °IOW WIY 01 y[e1 P[NOM NOA ysim AJuo |
pue ©0adsax 41949 ur nok yum paseard aq 031 pasodsip st apoun Inog ,,

—A[SNOLIdS a10W pappe A[Uo pue 123[qns ay3 Yrm auop
PBY Y ‘PIsSIIISIP Sem Ys 1By SUT3s Inq JO JIBME SEM I UBYI SSUI[I9J
a1ow Aq passadIsip ‘Auueq paLd  ‘0s Mq[el J.UOP ‘0S Mq[B1 LUOP (YO,
< uewom £1101d e ojur dn SuImois purw 01 30U £13 ISNW NOL Ie
Sunyoo[ ya10m 3uraq JO BIPI Y1 01 J[9sINOA UapIey 01 urdaq A[[ear snw
nogx ¢NoA£ Jo awW0d3q 01 ST IBYM ‘UONBIMWPE S, 3[0UN U JL3q JOUULD NOA
JI 'o[oun ue Ing St 3—3I Jnoqe Leme uInl jou op ‘“Auue] ‘Aeu—oingdy
INOA puB—{3dUBUIIUNOD YONW 0S pauresd aaey nok pue—jpasoxdur os
S1 uOIXa[dwWod INOL *SI0P Y MOU PUB—MOU [[1I3 NOA JITWPE PIP I9AdU
spun o4 Jeyl ‘st yna oyl nq a105aq 413a1d A194 1y3noys uaaq 10U
pey noL 1ey) 1U3saI pnom no4 ng ApoqAue pue ‘11 Jo 210w FUIYIaWOos
opew aARY p[nom jPsAw Ingq ApoqAuy “Iaijew 9yl JO 1I0YS Y3 pue
Suoy ay3 st eyl pue—Auueq 1eap 41301d £19A NOA suUIYI S[dUN INOYK ,,
19y passelrequid 23mb 11 38yl AUUR] 01 MAU Os sem d8en3ue| yong
WD UI purur Jo A1neaq yonwr se 3uraas Iy 01 1snal pue a1 s dn
ind 1snw noA ‘uosiad mo4 uo Agaryd aq Aewr 43y y3noyl pue :ysnous
syuowrdwod Ieay [[Im NOA pUE ‘SUIYI 9Y JBYM 3[OUN INOA qSY "NOL AJst
-1es [[Im oY ‘pajuswijdwod aq 01 Juem noL J1 19YIey AW 01 0) ¢Auue]
‘owr woiy Juawi[dwod e 198 1049 ‘ApoqAue 10 ‘NOK PIp Uaym Ing ¢19910

AIVd ATAIISNV N

8v1

"Aed 1oa1e] 9ABY P[NOD 91SBI UMO IOy Udym ‘Surids pue
UOpuoT J0J ITem JYSIW 2INITUINJ pue saSer1Ied mau jo suoneredord oy,
“JTem 14STW 1591 Ay, ‘ATTRW 03 SeM JYs uewW 9yl Jo 1dwauod pue ‘uon
-oap3e payutoddesip jo Axastwr oy1 Aq (Anpmbuen pue ‘urensar ‘owoy
Jo paney ue £q Auownew 10J paredaid Suraq :919]dwod sem ays purw
a3 jo suoneredard jueiroduwr o3 [[e U] °J[9SIAY UBYI ASBLLIBW I I10J
juonedur axour 9q A[pIey pInod YrIomysny TN PUB ‘[IAd UB U2Q JABY
pnom ‘uoneredord yonw jo Aefop oY1 usad ‘Ae[op sSuIeay yons oJ,
"JOU paLIeA pue ‘pauriralap b sem purw 1o “atnids papunom
B JOJ ‘p[IOom 9yl pue d[Isng ‘9ouanbasuod pue ouniIo] Ul UOEB[OSUOD
puy pue ‘9[qissod se uo0s se p[AYSUB]N pue wWry woij 2dedss snur Ayg
"A18S5900U A[9IN[0SQE JUI0IIQ MOU SBM UIAIS PBY 20UISqE SIY YITym £119
-q1] 9y L, ‘pasoduur 19yae] 1oy YOIy JUTRIISAI Y] 2INPUD 01 J[(B SSI[ puL
SS9 SeM UG *I[3] A[qISUAS 2I0W P[AYSUBTA 1B 11 JO JUBM J] 104D UBY] [NJ
-paau 210w sem dduapuadapu] “axes sz 10J Inopualds pue sduspuadopur
‘UOpUOT puE UOIIAYI0S SUNAIAI ‘uszg 10J P[OYSURTA JO JUSWAINIAIT 3 UT
Sururd se 191 JO quIyl 01 dARY JoU p[noys s ‘001 ‘“Aradsoid 1oy “ooue
-readde 1oy arpa1d 19y £011SIp 10U P[NOYS Y 11 JUOP Py Y 1LY mouy
jou pnoys ay Inq ‘ssaurddey 1oy pakonssp pey projmer)) AIusH
"3A13 p[N0d 98uaAa1 J3s pue aprid 1yl 110JWI0D 3
[[® >[29s 01 y3noua (002 Juwredaq purur 19y ‘uoneredss woij s3eiueApe Jo
adoy ou ‘1reay pausijos e Jo woiduwds ou ‘98essowW ou 19339] OU ‘UINIdx
OU SeM JI9U] UIYM ‘SABp INOJ 10 32173 IYIOUE I21J6 INq IUIJJIP U]
oABY 1YSTW JOMSUEB 197 ‘[BALI SIY SULINPUD UO PIA[OSAT A[2IN[Osqe IO
‘wry Jo adoy 41940 dn uaAIS pey ays aioJaq ‘pasiymbuen [e 1e azom
S3UI[a3] 19y 310J9q ‘P[AYSUBIA] SUIABI[ S, PIOJMEI) ATUSH] J91Je SABP INOJ
10 22111 1SIY U3 UM Iysdnep siy o1 pardde sewoy] 11§ peH
19y Sunoadsns urede aq 10u 1YW 19YIEJ
19U 1e) ‘Qrning ur yaromysny I\ 01 £[SNonned 210w JABYI] 01 A[UO
pauTuIa1ap ‘aajosar pnoid ur pamar pue ‘s10adsoxd 1oy urdomsap pue
‘suonoe 1oy Sururaaos Jjo ydwmin oy projmer)) 3uraid jo Liqrssod aya
WOIJ 9Jes Sem JYSs 1By ‘UO0IIAYIOS 01 maue Jjasiay pagpad pey ays eyl
:[[B991 pUOAaq 218 19 PIINdIS pey Ys JBYI PB[S 9q 01 pullll JO eIS ©
Ul Sem UG WIY 01 SE A[1I01DBJSIIBS SB PISO[D 2JUIIAJUOD Y3 197 O],
-asodand a3 107 9[qRINOAER] ISOW
sem 1e) uonisodsip s zaysnep sty jo Surypdue yuryl o1 Addey £10a pue
‘douanpul pue A11[1qe103dsar Jo UONIppe Uk Yons Wiy uriq pnom yargm
oSewirew e 21ndas 031 Addey ‘1 puaiie isnw 1ey3 yoeoadas ays ‘suonddpjor
a3 Topuom oy ‘arnadni e Jo s[1ad Suisserrequid oyl adedss 01 Addey

NAILSNVY ANV ([



JANE AUSTEN

some others, I can perceive, from occasional lively hints, the unguarded
expressions of the moment, that she could define many as accurately, did
not delicacy forbid it. I wonder what she thinks of my father! She must
admire him as a fine-looking man, with most gentlemanlike, dignified,
consistent manners; but perhaps, having seen him so seldom, his reserve
may be a little repulsive. Could they be much together, I feel sure of
their liking each other. He would enjoy her liveliness and she has talents
to value his powers. I wish they met more frequently! T hope she does
not suppose there is any dislike on his side.”

“She must know herself too secure of the regard of all the rest of
you,” said Fanny, with half a sigh, “to have any such apprehension.
And Sir Thomas’s wishing just at first to be only with his family, is so
very natural, that she can argue nothing from that. After a little while,
I dare say, we shall be meeting again in the same sort of way, allowing
for the difference of the time of year.”

“This is the first October that she has passed in the country since
her infancy. I do not call Tunbridge or Cheltenham the country; and
November is a still more serious month, and I can see that Mrs. Grant
is very anxious for her not finding Mansfield dull as winter comes on.”

Fanny could have said a great deal, but it was safer to say nothing,
and leave untouched all Miss Crawford’s resources—her accomplish-
ments, her spirits, her importance, her friends, lest it should betray her
into any observations seemingly unhandsome. Miss Crawford’s kind
opinion of herself deserved at least a grateful forbearance, and she be-
gan to talk of something else.

“To-morrow, I think, my uncle dines at Sotherton, and you and Mr.
Bertram too. We shall be quite a small party at home. I hope my uncle
may continue to like Mr. Rushworth.”

“That is impossible, Fanny. He must like him less after to-morrow’s
visit, for we shall be five hours in his company. I should dread the
stupidity of the day, if there were not a much greater evil to follow—
the impression it must leave on Sir Thomas. He cannot much longer
deceive himself. I am sorry for them all, and would give something that
Rushworth and Maria had never met.”

In this quarter, indeed, disappointment was impending over Sir
Thomas. Not all his good-will for Mr. Rushworth, not all Mr. Rush-
worth’s deference for him, could prevent him from soon discerning some
part of the truth—that Mr. Rushworth was an inferior young man, as
ignorant in business as in books, with opinions in general unfixed, and
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without seeming much aware of it himself.

He had expected a very different son-in-law; and beginning to feel
grave on Maria’s account, tried to understand her feelings. Little ob-
servation there was necessary to tell him that indifference was the most
favourable state they could be in. Her behaviour to Mr. Rushworth was
careless and cold. She could not, did not like him. Sir Thomas resolved
to speak seriously to her. Advantageous as would be the alliance, and
long standing and public as was the engagement, her happiness must not
be sacrificed to it. Mr. Rushworth had, perhaps, been accepted on too
short an acquaintance, and, on knowing him better, she was repenting.

With solemn kindness Sir Thomas addressed her: told her his fears,
inquired into her wishes, entreated her to be open and sincere, and as-
sured her that every inconvenience should be braved, and the connexion
entirely given up, if she felt herself unhappy in the prospect of it. He
would act for her and release her. Maria had a moment’s struggle as she
listened, and only a moment’s: when her father ceased, she was able to
give her answer immediately, decidedly, and with no apparent agitation.
She thanked him for his great attention, his paternal kindness, but he
was quite mistaken in supposing she had the smallest desire of break-
ing through her engagement, or was sensible of any change of opinion
or inclination since her forming it. She had the highest esteem for Mr.
Rushworth’s character and disposition, and could not have a doubt of
her happiness with him.

Sir Thomas was satisfied; too glad to be satisfied, perhaps, to urge
the matter quite so far as his judgment might have dictated to others.
It was an alliance which he could not have relinquished without pain;
and thus he reasoned. Mr. Rushworth was young enough to improve.
Mr. Rushworth must and would improve in good society; and if Maria
could now speak so securely of her happiness with him, speaking cer-
tainly without the prejudice, the blindness of love, she ought to be be-
lieved. Her feelings, probably, were not acute; he had never supposed
them to be so; but her comforts might not be less on that account; and
if she could dispense with seeing her husband a leading, shining char-
acter, there would certainly be everything else in her favour. A well-
disposed young woman, who did not marry for love, was in general but
the more attached to her own family; and the nearness of Sotherton to
Mansfield must naturally hold out the greatest temptation, and would,
in all probability, be a continual supply of the most amiable and inno-
cent enjoyments. Such and such-like were the reasonings of Sir Thomas,

147



6v1

oy eul 01 SpUALIy A[JUIIOYJNS ISBI[ I8 219M pue {3UIpueISIOpPUN POOS Iowr
-10J I19Y1 JO yonur SUrI9A0021 A[[enpeisd uadq pey £3Y1 ‘pasead pey SI121sis
3Y1 U2am1aq AI[BALI 90UI§ ‘UOIYSLIG 01 WAyl YIm 03 01 sem ernf
"uOpuoT Jo J3UBI IOpIM
31 J0J oM} 3¢ P[NOM T T9A0 SEM I3 TUIWISNWIE JO AI[PA0U Y U A\
“JoWIns Ul S J2Juim Ul Ae3 se Jsowfe s uolySLig pue ‘eLIBJA] 01 MU SEM
aoe[d orqnd A19A7 "S)}99m JWOS 10J 19U ISNOY B 3} pue ‘uoiygug
01 ‘sep mdJ e 193 ‘paadord 01 sem 9[dnod unoA ays jo ued ayJ,
*943 19y 19puUn dn
1Y3noIq Usa3q pey oYM 331U ) Jo uonIsodsp ay1 oIur IYJIsul Isa[[ews
oY1 2ABY P[NOd J0 Q1] 19y ul A3d1pojul [eSn(uod Jo pIedy I9Ad pey Ays
1) ‘ydwnin juopyuod 10y woiy ‘pasoddns saey pnom suo ou pue
‘3ury1£10A9 SUOP peY AYs ‘ydIBW Y3 SpEW peY 3Ys I0] yJIjop snofol [[e
sem ‘om1 Jo sse[3 Arerowmuradns e Ul yaromysny "SI\ pue TN JO yI[eay
a1 Sunjuup pue ‘sands s 1a1sts 1oy 110ddns 01 yreg ayp 1e 1 Surpuads
£q “Aep a3 Jo sannp ay ur 1s1sse 01 Addey 1sowr ‘strIoN ‘sIN padedss
A[o12UN1I10] PRy INq J[osIaYy 10J Jo 2aIsudyaIdde uaaq pey oJim SIy Yorym
uonelrse Yl Jo yonw SunUILIAdX padpur sem pue (23] Isnul IIYIEJ
SNOIXUE UE SE J[9] SEWOY] JI§ ‘9u03 d1om A3yl pue ‘Quop sem IJ
‘UONEBS1ISIAUT 1S310LIIS dY) puels Iy3w Aep ay3 Jo a13onbna ayp aspd
SuIy1£19A9 U] "310J3( YIUOWDA[M] B JOJ PIsN Pey Yiromysny TN yorgm
STBYD JUWIES 33 SEM UO0IIdYIOG 03 J00P-YdINyYd Y3 Woij ern( pue wooisd
-9pLIq puE 9pLIq Y PILAAUOD YO1ym 23 BIIILD 213 1B 1dodXd ‘pooyinoq
-(319U 213 JO UOISSNISIP Y3 JIPUN JWED I1 UM 0 P1d2[qo aq p[nod Jur
-JION] "IueID) I Aq pea1 A[A1ssaidur sem 901AI9S oY) puE (10 01 PaLn
june 19y ‘pajelrde oq 01 undadxs ‘puey 1oy UI SI[ES YIIM POOIS IYIOW
1oy ‘Aeme 19 2ABS I9YIe] 19y fIOLIaJUl A[NP 2Iom SPIBWISIPLIQ 0M] AU}
‘passarp Apuedojo sem opuiq oyl -Surppam 1odoid A1oa e sem I
*SSOIISTWI JAUIOUE UOIIAYIOS JABS UIIym
2oed uaye1 pey AUOWLIID 9YI YIUOW JWIES Y] JO S[PPIUW 3Y1 210J3q pUE
10ds a3 UO SUOP I3 PBY JYS Sk ‘S[qeI-pIed B JO UonEWIUE 3 Ul ‘sdey
-1ad “A[y8noioyy se wayy Surkolus fsonred SuruaAd 19y UI UOIIIYIOS JO
sIopuom 33 1940 apered 01 axoya ‘Yreg 01 ‘A1ourdord 198emop anal yam
J01IBYD 1o pUE ‘UBWIIOO] JOY ‘PIEUI 13 ‘J[9SI9Y PIAOUIAI JIUIDAON] UI
A[Tea £19A pue {pI1dd[es peY UOS IBdp 19y WOYM UeWOom Funok a1euny
-10J 943 J0J Aem 9[BW pUE ‘211131 01 Apeal 1mb sem qriomysny “sIN
“Surppam a3 apadaxd
ISNW SB SJUOWASURIIE [ONS 10J JUADYJNS 3q P[NOM SHam MdJ AIdA ©
1ey) pareadde uoos 11 “30adsax s1ya ur paasse [[e Suraq spedounid oy,

AIVd ATAIISNV N

(43}

A19qqnIys sJUBID) "SI\ UT INOY-J[BY UE AUBW J9Y1250] IN0qE PaIdjunes
£33 puE T9A0MOY] JUIM S ‘Pa1d2dsar 2q 01 PIYSIM JYs YOIy $123[qns
10 9[doad uo Anuesead £q pasrer sem 11 uaym ‘Juawdpnl 19y Jo asuadxa
31 18 U21JO 7r¢7 PUE TUIWISNWE [BUOISEIIO0 UBYI UONIBSIIAUOD I WOIJ
amsea[d 19yS1y ou JUIALIOp pue ‘pey 9q 01 SBM 3IS[3 APOqOU UIYM MOU
1913 1y3nos 3uraq 10J Uone3I[qo JO ISUIS AUEB INOYIIM IaY] dI] Fur Uyl
1949 INOYUM ‘I3 SUIAO[ INOYIIM SEM I 104 pue ‘GuIos Inoyum Ased 3
10U P[NOd JYS :UOIBUIDSE] JO PUIY B PIUIAIS 1T :SABP 22171 10 0M] AI9AD
19y 01 1uam Auuey] 's3ur[as) s Auue Ul AI[eal [N Pey YoIym pue ‘Mau
SuIyIaWos JO 211sap S, pIojmer)) ssiy woy A[redourid Sunnsar Aoewmur
ue—Aeme U103 SWeNIdg SSIA AUl 193] . 1YSTUII0J ISI JU3 UIYIIM U
u29m19q 2oe[d 001 Yo1ym AJBWIIUT JO 110S Y3 JO UISLIO oY SBEM [oNg
*QWOY] 1B 9SOJE UOTI3(qO OU JI ‘QUOp 3q 01 ATBSSIIIU 1 3[9J Ays Jey3 ‘drey
3Y1 JO 2I0OW JIBIY PUEB JWOD 01 ‘P[0 YS JOAIUIYM Y[eM I UT W)
aYe1 01 ‘urede [[Bd 01 PIse A[PUD] OS Sem Ys IUIPIAd FUIdq SIYI UO
pue £I10Joq U3Q peY 2Yys UBYI I JO UOISN[OUOD I} 18 Aeme 0F 01 1Uan
-edwr £[p100urs a10W sem ays ‘wiry £q paYI[ Sem I9AdIBYM I 01 pe[3
pue ‘Jposioy 11 yam pasedrd ys3noys pue fuorssardxo pue suol rorradns
yum 197 01 pareadde 11 se ‘pake[d ‘re a1umoae] ay1 031 IYSI[OP IUBISUOD
yum Suruals] ‘mou 1es ays aroym jods £10a a3 ur sdeyrad ‘ureSe pue
urede WOOI 1By Ul FUNIIS WIY PIAIdUL] AYs pUB ‘BIpI SIY 01 aeme A[Ie|
-nonied 19y opeW 0JUIWAW B yons ‘punwipy Jo SUnR{UIYl 2q 03 20UNUS
Je() JOJ pallem 10U pey dys Y3noyl pue ‘Isnuw ays eyl I[9J Auue]

« QIINOAE]J
suIsnod oA Ieay pue £els snw nog  ‘aumoae] swiid spunwpyg
ursnod mo4 pue—adard £1191d £19A B—n04£ 01 210W Furyrowos Aefd o1
JueM | ‘SopIsaq puy “SUTUAIBAIYI OS SI I1 J[IYM PIeMIO] 13S JOU Isnu
NnoA pue €1 29s [ UdYm PnNo[d YOB[q B Mmouy [ ‘yaiou Io yinos,,

« JINOS 23 WOIJ [[B ST I9YILIM ST ],
WAyl SUIYDIBM U3( dARY [,, "AUUR] pres  ‘ToAo passed a1e Aoy ing,,
« Sururrere Yoo[ spnopd asoy
*dn Surp[oy s11 JO JUSWIOW ISI oY1 AeME UNIT 10U O *3q [[IM IT MOY 39S
[[BYS oM pue,, ‘pIOJMEID) SSI pres . noy ue jo I1arenb oyiouy,,
"QUOP 2q ISNUI 3[3J AYS
1eym jods arey Apuapias Suraq S I9YILIM J) UO MOPUIM 3] 01 FUTLBIIS
‘s943 s Auueq [ pade[d ayg ‘o1s€1 UI UIIUEBM JOU J[OSIdY PIMIYS Oym
pue ‘oourwrojiad ay3 18 I9pUOM JO [[NJ 0S ‘paSI[O YoNW 0OS PIUIAS OYm
IoUdISI] B pue Toualsi] mau e daey 031 Addey (A[3uipiodoe paderd ayg
“Iouny-poos 1sa1peas

NAILSNVY ANV ([



JANE AUSTEN

each of them exceedingly glad to be with the other at such a time. Some
other companion than Mr. Rushworth was of the first consequence to
his lady; and Julia was quite as eager for novelty and pleasure as Maria,
though she might not have struggled through so much to obtain them,
and could better bear a subordinate situation.

Their departure made another material change at Mansfield, a
chasm which required some time to fill up. The family circle became
greatly contracted; and though the Miss Bertrams had latterly added lit-
tle to its gaiety, they could not but be missed. Even their mother missed
them; and how much more their tenderhearted cousin, who wandered
about the house, and thought of them, and felt for them, with a degree
of affectionate regret which they had never done much to deserve!

Chapter 22

FANNY’S consequence increased on the departure of her cousins. Be-
coming, as she then did, the only young woman in the drawing-room,
the only occupier of that interesting division of a family in which she
had hitherto held so humble a third, it was impossible for her not to
be more looked at, more thought of and attended to, than she had ever
been before; and “Where is Fanny?” became no uncommon question,
even without her being wanted for any one’s convenience.

Not only at home did her value increase, but at the Parsonage too.
In that house, which she had hardly entered twice a year since Mr. Nor-
ris’s death, she became a welcome, an invited guest, and in the gloom
and dirt of a November day, most acceptable to Mary Crawford. Her
visits there, beginning by chance, were continued by solicitation. Mrs.
Grant, really eager to get any change for her sister, could, by the easi-
est self-deceit, persuade herself that she was doing the kindest thing by
Fanny, and giving her the most important opportunities of improvement
in pressing her frequent calls.

Fanny, having been sent into the village on some errand by her aunt
Norris, was overtaken by a heavy shower close to the Parsonage; and
being descried from one of the windows endeavouring to find shelter
under the branches and lingering leaves of an oak just beyond their
premises, was forced, though not without some modest reluctance on
her part, to come in. A civil servant she had withstood; but when Dr.
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Grant himself went out with an umbrella, there was nothing to be done
but to be very much ashamed, and to get into the house as fast as possi-
ble; and to poor Miss Crawford, who had just been contemplating the
dismal rain in a very desponding state of mind, sighing over the ruin of
all her plan of exercise for that morning, and of every chance of seeing
a single creature beyond themselves for the next twenty-four hours, the
sound of a little bustle at the front door, and the sight of Miss Price
dripping with wet in the vestibule, was delightful. The value of an event
on a wet day in the country was most forcibly brought before her. She
was all alive again directly, and among the most active in being useful
to Fanny, in detecting her to be wetter than she would at first allow,
and providing her with dry clothes; and Fanny, after being obliged to
submit to all this attention, and to being assisted and waited on by mis-
tresses and maids, being also obliged, on returning downstairs, to be
fixed in their drawing-room for an hour while the rain continued, the
blessing of something fresh to see and think of was thus extended to
Miss Crawford, and might carry on her spirits to the period of dressing
and dinner.

The two sisters were so kind to her, and so pleasant, that Fanny
might have enjoyed her visit could she have believed herself not in the
way, and could she have foreseen that the weather would certainly clear
at the end of the hour, and save her from the shame of having Dr. Grant’s
carriage and horses out to take her home, with which she was threat-
ened. As to anxiety for any alarm that her absence in such weather
might occasion at home, she had nothing to suffer on that score; for as
her being out was known only to her two aunts, she was perfectly aware
that none would be felt, and that in whatever cottage aunt Norris might
chuse to establish her during the rain, her being in such cottage would
be indubitable to aunt Bertram.

It was beginning to look brighter, when Fanny, observing a harp
in the room, asked some questions about it, which soon led to an ac-
knowledgment of her wishing very much to hear it, and a confession,
which could hardly be believed, of her having never yet heard it since
its being in Mansfield. To Fanny herself it appeared a very simple and
natural circumstance. She had scarcely ever been at the Parsonage since
the instrument’s arrival, there had been no reason that she should; but
Miss Crawford, calling to mind an early expressed wish on the subject,
was concerned at her own neglect; and “Shall I play to you now?” and
“What will you have?” were questions immediately following with the
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JANE AUSTEN

When one thinks of it, how astonishing a variety of nature! In some
countries we know the tree that sheds its leaf is the variety, but that
does not make it less amazing that the same soil and the same sun should
nurture plants differing in the first rule and law of their existence. You
will think me rhapsodising; but when I am out of doors, especially when
I am sitting out of doors, [ am very apt to get into this sort of wondering
strain. One cannot fix one’s eyes on the commonest natural production
without finding food for a rambling fancy.”

“To say the truth,” replied Miss Crawford, “I am something like the
famous Doge at the court of Lewis XIV.; and may declare that I see no
wonder in this shrubbery equal to seeing myself in it. If anybody had
told me a year ago that this place would be my home, that I should
be spending month after month here, as I have done, I certainly should
not have believed them. I have now been here nearly five months; and,
moreover, the quietest five months I ever passed.”

“Too quiet for you, I believe.”

“I should have thought so theoretically myself, but,” and her eyes
brightened as she spoke, “take it all and all, I never spent so happy
a summer. But then,” with a more thoughtful air and lowered voice,
“there is no saying what it may lead to.”

Fanny’s heart beat quick, and she felt quite unequal to surmising
or soliciting anything more. Miss Crawford, however, with renewed
animation, soon went on—

“T am conscious of being far better reconciled to a country residence
than I had ever expected to be. I can even suppose it pleasant to spend
half the year in the country, under certain circumstances, very pleasant.
An elegant, moderate-sized house in the centre of family connexions;
continual engagements among them; commanding the first society in
the neighbourhood; looked up to, perhaps, as leading it even more than
those of larger fortune, and turning from the cheerful round of such
amusements to nothing worse than a tete-a-tete with the person one
feels most agreeable in the world. There is nothing frightful in such
a picture, is there, Miss Price? One need not envy the new Mrs. Rush-
worth with such a home as that.” “Envy Mrs. Rushworth!” was all that
Fanny attempted to say. “Come, come, it would be very un-handsome
in us to be severe on Mrs. Rushworth, for I look forward to our owing
her a great many gay, brilliant, happy hours. T expect we shall be all
very much at Sotherton another year. Such a match as Miss Bertram
has made is a public blessing; for the first pleasures of Mr. Rushworth’s
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wife must be to fill her house, and give the best balls in the country.”

Fanny was silent, and Miss Crawford relapsed into thoughtfulness,
till suddenly looking up at the end of a few minutes, she exclaimed,
“Ah! here he is.” It was not Mr. Rushworth, however, but Edmund,
who then appeared walking towards them with Mrs. Grant. “My sister
and Mr. Bertram. I am so glad your eldest cousin is gone, that he may
be Mr. Bertram again. There is something in the sound of Mr. Edmund
Bertram so formal, so pitiful, so younger-brother-like, that I detest it.”

“How differently we feel!” cried Fanny. “To me, the sound of Mr.
Bertram is so cold and nothing-meaning, so entirely without warmth or
character! It just stands for a gentleman, and that’s all. But there is
nobleness in the name of Edmund. It is a name of heroism and renown;
of kings, princes, and knights; and seems to breathe the spirit of chivalry
and warm affections.”

“I grant you the name is good in itself, and Lord Edmund or Sir
Edmund sound delightfully; but sink it under the chill, the annihilation
of a Mr., and Mr. Edmund is no more than Mr. John or Mr. Thomas.
Well, shall we join and disappoint them of half their lecture upon sitting
down out of doors at this time of year, by being up before they can
begin?”

Edmund met them with particular pleasure. It was the first time of
his seeing them together since the beginning of that better acquaintance
which he had been hearing of with great satisfaction. A friendship be-
tween two so very dear to him was exactly what he could have wished:
and to the credit of the lover’s understanding, be it stated, that he did
not by any means consider Fanny as the only, or even as the greater
gainer by such a friendship.

“Well,” said Miss Crawford, “and do you not scold us for our im-
prudence? What do you think we have been sitting down for but to be
talked to about it, and entreated and supplicated never to do so again?”

“Perhaps I might have scolded,” said Edmund, “if either of you had
been sitting down alone; but while you do wrong together, I can over-
look a great deal.”

“They cannot have been sitting long,” cried Mrs. Grant, “for when
I went up for my shawl I saw them from the staircase window, and then
they were walking.”

“And really,” added Edmund, “the day is so mild, that your sitting
down for a few minutes can be hardly thought imprudent. Our weather
must not always be judged by the calendar. We may sometimes take
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JANE AUSTEN

answer, was sorrowfull food for Fanny’s observation; and finding her-
self quite unable to attend as she ought to Mrs. Grant, by whose side
she was now following the others, she had nearly resolved on going
home immediately, and only waited for courage to say so, when the
sound of the great clock at Mansfield Park, striking three, made her feel
that she had really been much longer absent than usual, and brought the
previous self-inquiry of whether she should take leave or not just then,
and how, to a very speedy issue. With undoubting decision she directly
began her adieus; and Edmund began at the same time to recollect that
his mother had been inquiring for her, and that he had walked down to
the Parsonage on purpose to bring her back.

Fanny’s hurry increased; and without in the least expecting Ed-
mund’s attendance, she would have hastened away alone; but the gen-
eral pace was quickened, and they all accompanied her into the house,
through which it was necessary to pass. Dr. Grant was in the vestibule,
and as they stopt to speak to him she found, from Edmund’s manner,
that he did mean to go with her. He too was taking leave. She could
not but be thankful. In the moment of parting, Edmund was invited
by Dr. Grant to eat his mutton with him the next day; and Fanny had
barely time for an unpleasant feeling on the occasion, when Mrs. Grant,
with sudden recollection, turned to her and asked for the pleasure of
her company too. This was so new an attention, so perfectly new a
circumstance in the events of Fanny’s life, that she was all surprise and
embarrassment; and while stammering out her great obligation, and her
“but she did not suppose it would be in her power,” was looking at Ed-
mund for his opinion and help. But Edmund, delighted with her having
such an happiness offered, and ascertaining with half a look, and half
a sentence, that she had no objection but on her aunt’s account, could
not imagine that his mother would make any difficulty of sparing her,
and therefore gave his decided open advice that the invitation should be
accepted; and though Fanny would not venture, even on his encourage-
ment, to such a flight of audacious independence, it was soon settled,
that if nothing were heard to the contrary, Mrs. Grant might expect her.

“And you know what your dinner will be,” said Mrs. Grant,
smiling—“the turkey, and T assure you a very fine one; for, my dear,”
turning to her husband, “cook insists upon the turkey’s being dressed
to-morrow.”

“Very well, very well,” cried Dr. Grant, “all the better; I am glad to
hear you have anything so good in the house. But Miss Price and Mr.
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Edmund Bertram, I dare say, would take their chance. We none of us
want to hear the bill of fare. A friendly meeting, and not a fine dinner,
is all we have in view. A turkey, or a goose, or a leg of mutton, or
whatever you and your cook chuse to give us.”

The two cousins walked home together; and, except in the imme-
diate discussion of this engagement, which Edmund spoke of with the
warmest satisfaction, as so particularly desirable for her in the intimacy
which he saw with so much pleasure established, it was a silent walk;
for having finished that subject, he grew thoughtful and indisposed for
any other.

Chapter 23

“BUT WHY SHOULD MRS. GRANT ASK FANNY?” said Lady Bertram.
“How came she to think of asking Fanny? Fanny never dines there, you
know, in this sort of way. I cannot spare her, and I am sure she does not
want to go. Fanny, you do not want to go, do you?”

“If you put such a question to her,” cried Edmund, preventing his
cousin’s speaking, “Fanny will immediately say No; but I am sure, my
dear mother, she would like to go; and I can see no reason why she
should not.”

“I cannot imagine why Mrs. Grant should think of asking her? She
never did before. She used to ask your sisters now and then, but she
never asked Fanny.”

“If you cannot do without me, ma’am—
denying tone.

“But my mother will have my father with her all the evening.”

“To be sure, so I shall.”

“Suppose you take my father’s opinion, ma’am.”

“That’s well thought of. So I will, Edmund. I will ask Sir Thomas,
as soon as he comes in, whether I can do without her.”

“As you please, ma’am, on that head; but I meant my father’s opin-
ion as to the propriety of the invitation’s being accepted or not; and I
think he will consider it a right thing by Mrs. Grant, as well as by Fanny,
that being the first invitation it should be accepted.”

“I do not know. We will ask him. But he will be very much surprised
that Mrs. Grant should ask Fanny at all.”

2

said Fanny, in a self-
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JANE AUSTEN

only say that she was very much obliged to her aunt Bertram for sparing
her, and that she was endeavouring to put her aunt’s evening work in
such a state as to prevent her being missed.

“Oh! depend upon it, your aunt can do very well without you, or
you would not be allowed to go. I shall be here, so you may be quite
easy about your aunt. And I hope you will have a very agreeable day,
and find it all mighty delightful. But I must observe that five is the very
awkwardest of all possible numbers to sit down to table; and I cannot
but be surprised that such an elegant lady as Mrs. Grant should not
contrive better! And round their enormous great wide table, too, which
fills up the room so dreadfully! Had the doctor been contented to take
my dining-table when I came away, as anybody in their senses would
have done, instead of having that absurd new one of his own, which is
wider, literally wider than the dinner-table here, how infinitely better it
would have been! and how much more he would have been respected!
for people are never respected when they step out of their proper sphere.
Remember that, Fanny. Five—only five to be sitting round that table.
However, you will have dinner enough on it for ten, I dare say.”

Mrs. Norris fetched breath, and went on again.

“The nonsense and folly of people’s stepping out of their rank and
trying to appear above themselves, makes me think it right to give you
a hint, Fanny, now that you are going into company without any of us;
and I do beseech and entreat you not to be putting yourself forward, and
talking and giving your opinion as if you were one of your cousins—as
if you were dear Mrs. Rushworth or Julia. That will never do, believe
me. Remember, wherever you are, you must be the lowest and last; and
though Miss Crawford is in a manner at home at the Parsonage, you
are not to be taking place of her. And as to coming away at night, you
are to stay just as long as Edmund chuses. Leave him to settle that.”

“Yes, ma’am, I should not think of anything else.”

“And if it should rain, which I think exceedingly likely, for I never
saw it more threatening for a wet evening in my life, you must manage
as well as you can, and not be expecting the carriage to be sent for you.
I certainly do not go home to-night, and, therefore, the carriage will not
be out on my account; so you must make up your mind to what may
happen, and take your things accordingly.”

Her niece thought it perfectly reasonable. She rated her own claims
to comfort as low even as Mrs. Norris could; and when Sir Thomas soon
afterwards, just opening the door, said, “Fanny, at what time would you
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have the carriage come round?” she felt a degree of astonishment which
made it impossible for her to speak.

“My dear Sir Thomas!” cried Mrs. Norris, red with anger, “Fanny
can walk.”

“Walk!” repeated Sir Thomas, in a tone of most unanswerable dig-
nity, and coming farther into the room. “My niece walk to a dinner
engagement at this time of the year! Will twenty minutes after four suit
you?”

“Yes, sir,” was Fanny’s humble answer, given with the feelings al-
most of a criminal towards Mrs. Norris; and not bearing to remain
with her in what might seem a state of triumph, she followed her uncle
out of the room, having staid behind him only long enough to hear these
words spoken in angry agitation—

“Quite unnecessary! a great deal too kind! But Edmund goes; true,
it is upon Edmund’s account. I observed he was hoarse on Thursday
night.”

But this could not impose on Fanny. She felt that the carriage was for
herself, and herself alone: and her uncle’s consideration of her, coming
immediately after such representations from her aunt, cost her some
tears of gratitude when she was alone.

The coachman drove round to a minute; another minute brought
down the gentleman; and as the lady had, with a most scrupulous fear of
being late, been many minutes seated in the drawing-room, Sir Thomas
saw them off in as good time as his own correctly punctual habits re-
quired.

“Now I must look at you, Fanny,” said Edmund, with the kind smile
of an affectionate brother, “and tell you how I like you; and as well as I
can judge by this light, you look very nicely indeed. What have you got
on?”

“The new dress that my uncle was so good as to give me on my
cousin’s marriage. [ hope it is not too fine; but I thought I ought to wear
it as soon as I could, and that I might not have such another opportunity
all the winter. I hope you do not think me too fine.”

“A woman can never be too fine while she is all in white. No, I see
no finery about you; nothing but what is perfectly proper. Your gown
seems very pretty. I like these glossy spots. Has not Miss Crawford a
gown something the same?”

In approaching the Parsonage they passed close by the stable-yard
and coach-house.
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JANE AUSTEN

never happier than when doing what you must know was not
justifiable!—never happier than when behaving so dishonourably and
unfeelingly! Oh! what a corrupted mind!”

“We were unlucky, Miss Price,” he continued, in a lower tone, to
avoid the possibility of being heard by Edmund, and not at all aware
of her feelings, “we certainly were very unlucky. Another week, only
one other week, would have been enough for us. I think if we had had
the disposal of events—if Mansfield Park had had the government of
the winds just for a week or two, about the equinox, there would have
been a difference. Not that we would have endangered his safety by any
tremendous weather—but only by a steady contrary wind, or a calm. I
think, Miss Price, we would have indulged ourselves with a week’s calm
in the Atlantic at that season.”

He seemed determined to be answered; and Fanny, averting her face,
said, with a firmer tone than usual, “As far as I am concerned, sir, I
would not have delayed his return for a day. My uncle disapproved it
all so entirely when he did arrive, that in my opinion everything had
gone quite far enough.”

She had never spoken so much at once to him in her life before,
and never so angrily to any one; and when her speech was over, she
trembled and blushed at her own daring. He was surprised; but after
a few moments’ silent consideration of her, replied in a calmer, graver
tone, and as if the candid result of conviction, “I believe you are right. It
was more pleasant than prudent. We were getting too noisy.” And then
turning the conversation, he would have engaged her on some other
subject, but her answers were so shy and reluctant that he could not
advance in any.

Miss Crawford, who had been repeatedly eyeing Dr. Grant and Ed-
mund, now observed, “Those gentlemen must have some very interest-
ing point to discuss.”

“The most interesting in the world,” replied her brother—*“how to
make money; how to turn a good income into a better. Dr. Grant is
giving Bertram instructions about the living he is to step into so soon.
I find he takes orders in a few weeks. They were at it in the dining-
parlour. T am glad to hear Bertram will be so well off. He will have a
very pretty income to make ducks and drakes with, and earned without
much trouble. T apprehend he will not have less than seven hundred a
year. Seven hundred a year is a fine thing for a younger brother; and as
of course he will still live at home, it will be all for his menus plaisirs;
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and a sermon at Christmas and Easter, I suppose, will be the sum total
of sacrifice.”

His sister tried to laugh off her feelings by saying, “Nothing amuses
me more than the easy manner with which everybody settles the abun-
dance of those who have a great deal less than themselves. You would
look rather blank, Henry, if your menus plaisirs were to be limited to
seven hundred a year.”

“Perhaps T might; but all that you know is entirely comparative.
Birthright and habit must settle the business. Bertram is certainly well
off for a cadet of even a baronet’s family. By the time he is four or five
and twenty he will have seven hundred a year, and nothing to do for it.”

Miss Crawford could have said that there would be a something to
do and to suffer for it, which she could not think lightly of; but she
checked herself and let it pass; and tried to look calm and unconcerned
when the two gentlemen shortly afterwards joined them.

“Bertram,” said Henry Crawford, “I shall make a point of coming
to Mansfield to hear you preach your first sermon. I shall come on
purpose to encourage a young beginner. When is it to be? Miss Price,
will not you join me in encouraging your cousin? Will not you engage
to attend with your eyes steadily fixed on him the whole time—as I
shall do—not to lose a word; or only looking off just to note down any
sentence preeminently beautiful? We will provide ourselves with tablets
and a pencil. When will it be? You must preach at Mansfield, you know,
that Sir Thomas and Lady Bertram may hear you.”

“I shall keep clear of you, Crawford, as long as I can,” said Edmund;
“for you would be more likely to disconcert me, and I should be more
sorry to see you trying at it than almost any other man.”

“Will he not feel this?” thought Fanny. “No, he can feel nothing as
he ought.”

The party being now all united, and the chief talkers attracting each
other, she remained in tranquillity; and as a whist-table was formed
after tea—formed really for the amusement of Dr. Grant, by his attentive
wife, though it was not to be supposed so—and Miss Crawford took her
harp, she had nothing to do but to listen; and her tranquillity remained
undisturbed the rest of the evening, except when Mr. Crawford now
and then addressed to her a question or observation, which she could
not avoid answering. Miss Crawford was too much vexed by what had
passed to be in a humour for anything but music. With that she soothed
herself and amused her friend.

167



691

ued Jy3IulIo] B J1 pue,, (AIUSH pres . 1YSIulIo] B I10J INq oq Ued I,
«"Buady
JO [B3P 18313 B SBY PUEB ‘PIAI[ JOAD SB 9INILIID I[N B POOST SB ST AYS 10]
‘daap 19y 93un|d noAs aaey 10U [[IM [ INq ‘pOOT 19y Op pue AleWIUE LBW
‘sdeyrad ‘oao7 272717 © tAddequn £[ear 1oy Sunjew aq 10U [[Im NoA Jey)
91IS9p Op [ ($9JeI3 puk swIeyd 3sdy3 [[e sedonpoid pue Is[[el yonuw 0s
10U SoYBW pUB ‘UIYS 3JOS B Uons I3y SAAIS yorym ‘noL£ noqe Jurred jou
19 ‘ST 1T SIY ], j[[B ¥93J& UONIDBIIIE I3y SI SIYI OS PUY {MO[[dJ YSI[004,,
«'TeYs ays Aes [ pue { NOA 3I] 03 J0U PIUIWIAIAP We | ‘oL
I 10U [[IMm [, ‘Aes SHOO[ IO "SIY} JO 19139q Y1 198 01 A1) Isnuwi [ jowr
UO JABIS OS PaYOO[ OYM [II3 B [IIM I9W ISAIN] [[T OS PI2ddns pue Iy
ure11a1ud 03 Surdn oy Awr ur (113 e yam Auedwod ur SUO[ 0S Sem J9AU |
"yeads 03 10y 138 A[pIey p[Nod (Ul 18 JABIS 0S YOO[ PUB YOB( MEBIP IS
PIP AYM ¢ystpnid ays s] ¢199nb ays ST ¢UWI[0S aYs ST ¢I910BIBYD I3Y SI
1oy )\ ABPI21saf 1B 9q pP[NOM IYS JBYM [[21 10U P[NOD | ToY pueisiopun
10U Op T "AUuuE, SSI]A JO 2y BW 01 Jeym mowy b jou op [,, ‘pres spiem
-191J UOOS PUEB ‘UONESNOIOE SIY) 01 J[IWs B A[UO 9AES I9Y101q JOH
«A110%
pUE SSSUS[PT UMO INOA Inq Suryidue woij spasdord 11 1eyd 10 ‘AIneaq
19y 01 Juourdwod ur st 1 Jeyl sw apensiad [[Im I19Aou nok Ty PIIm
UONIBMI[J B INOQE 13S OP NOA JI ‘910JaI9yl1 pue 1B YOO[ 01 3s[d Apoqou
Suraey INOA pue ‘ssaIp JO 9[41S 19119( B OIUI PIAJOSAT 9 [[& ABW I 2INS
we | ‘Quowasoiduwr Jo 93139p [NJISpPUOM SIYI 10J SB ING O[IWS J9IMS B
Sey 9ys Inq TIep 9 P[NOYS SI43 IOH '9UO UO SMOI3 1Byl AIneaq Jo
110s & {Aes o[doad se ‘y3nous £1101d, Inq—A~A191d A[3uns jou—4~»191d
19y 3y3noy3 sAemye aaey | ‘ApOQawos e 9ABY snuwl No£ pue ‘9d10u 03
no£ 103 Auedwood ur [113 A[uo oY1 sem s Byl ‘ST YINIl Y, "OW JA3I[3]
0q012() Ul Sem Jys Jeym Isnl SI oaYg "910Joq PISSAIP [[om OS 19y MEeS
194U NOL pue ‘Umo3 Mau B 103 SBY JYs asneddq pue ‘Yim 19y aredwod
0] USWOM [[B] OU 2I9M 3I9Y3 asnedaq A[uo st sty jooyd jooyd,,
«19q010() dduIs
“ISBI[ 1B ‘SaYOUl 0M] UMOISZ 3q Isnw AYS jpasoidur A[qequosapul os s1
‘o]quuiasua gno7 19 TouuRW 1Y UIe 19y ‘Uayd puy ‘ssaidxo o1 Surpidue
sey ays uaym ysnous uorssaidxa jo a[qeded Sureq 10y Jo Jredsop jou
Op [ “YINOW PUE $343 J9Y JO PIAIISQO | IBYM WOIJ Puk {AINeaq Paproap si
21971 ‘AepIa1sak sem 11 se ysnjq e YIm pagun Apuanbaiy os ‘s19y Jo unys
3JOS 1eY]) UT 1IN 90UBUIIUNOD JOU UOTX3[dWOD IAI_U pey 3ys JUuIyl 03
pasn | *A1301d A[oInjosqe mou s1 ays Inq ‘(13 urjool-ure[d jou ‘1sapow
“ormb e A[o1ow UAYI SBM UG "UWNINE Y] UT SEM S JBYM UWIOIJ 2INIBAID

AIVd ATAIISNV N

<Ll

suorxauuod judanbasqns ou yorym Tomod 1oyl ur Juswfolud Jo sueowr
QUWIOS JABY ‘SIIBY PUE SUOIIBIDOSSE 1SI JWIES dU YIIM ‘POO[q dUIes I}
‘A[rurey oures 9yl JO URIP[IYD) ‘[BPUIIBIJ 3Y1 [Ieauaq SI an [edn(uod ayy
UJAD YIIYM UI ‘9A0[ JO JOUAYISUAIIS B ‘SIY) 95BIUBAPE UY "UOIIII[[0II
1S9pUOJ Y31 Yim paden1al ainsea[d pue ured pajun IoUWLIO] AI9Ad pue
‘ure8e 1040 QU0 2q P[NOd SIBIA ISI[IBI Y] JO POOS pue [IAd A3 [[B
(o[oym a3 jo 2ouadmpur 1sa1eap a3 sdeyrad) woym YIIm pue ‘SLIION
june IRyl Jo asnqe 4stou atow pue ‘uorurdo snopndnids ssaf e Aq A[uo
SuLISHIp 10 Pa3daIIp JYS SB JWOY JBYI JO IOqUIOW AISAJ JO JUIYI O3
Apear ‘playgsuey e swoy 197 Jo sdiyspiey apIIf Yl [[B PUB S1IOJWOD
oY [[B UI Pa1SAIaUl SEM OUM (PIBIY WOP[es AI9A IYS WOYM JO ‘SISIS
pu® SI97101q TOYIOW PUB JOYIBJ oY JO UOIIBULIOJUI INUIW PUE 102IIp
19y 2413 pnod oym ‘uonowoid jo Jurssa[q panjea Apsnl pue ‘paured
A[reap Jo 1ySnoya Suof 1eys Gundadsar sopniios pue ‘sueld ‘s1edy pue
sadoy s1y [[e 19y Sur[[a1 oy 01 1183y Sy [[& Suruado sem oym puaLlj pue
I9YI0IQ Y1 YIM ISINODIAIUI $sI[TIJ ‘[enba ‘pasyoaypun siy3 ur se oy
19U Ul AJIDI[9] Yonuwl OS UMOUY IdAJU pey Auue ‘palodxd pey Syiuow
M ISB[ Y3 UT 197 JO UONBIIPISUOD S pUNUWPY JO JUBISUT JI0J-pIzjoo[un
J0 payIew Aue yorym WySipp Jernoad jo syuswow oy Sundaoxy
‘wiIy 03 o 1 pajutod pey punwpy 210J2q U3Ad Aouade[dwod YIrm
9AI3SQO INQ 10U P[NOD SBWOY ] JI§ YIIYM 2727-1-212] B PIMIUIT MOIIOW
Buipaadons £1049 pue ‘Quawfo(us aniy Yirm 19739803 In0oqe Junyem d1om
£9U3 moI1IOW A1 U °[29] 01 SB $s3IdxXd 01 WY I0J [BINIBU SB 11 JpBl
“Joduray 1op[oq pue ‘syuards 198U0IIS SIY YOTYM 9AO] B SEM T INQ “QA0] SIY
J0 193(q0 18I Y3 SBEM UG “ISNIISIP-J[S JO JUIWAUYST £ PIIIqUINIUI SSI
[onw pue ‘UMo I3y SE WIBM SEB JPIS SIY U0 UOMIAJJe Uk £q PIpIemio]
‘w0 A[enpeid pip Ioaamoy ‘own 1ey ], Teak 1sed e Auew y3noiys op o1
Suturea£ U99q pey 118y 191 SB ‘WY 01 Y[ PUEB 910Jo( SB WEI[[I)\ JWES
93 WY UT 935 P[NOD AYs Pue ‘paysiuea pey uosiad Jo UONBIA[E Y3 WOIJ
s[qeredasur jusunuroddesip ay1 a10Jaq “Addey 1oy axyewr 031 pres aq p[nod
ssourddey 1oy 210J2q U2AS W) JWOS SBM I fUOIIMIJ JO 18I ) puUE
‘uone1dadxa Jo saanurwr A1I141 1Se] Y1 Aq PIULIO] SEM SB INOY UE [INS JO
ssourddey Sunelde oy WOy J0A0231 P[NOd AUUE, 910J9q SUO[ SEM I]
"pULLIJ SIY WIY PIWIGUOD SB YoNS pue ‘SIouuew [nj10adsax
pue 3ureay Ing ‘parpnisun Yuelj pue ‘odueuaiunod juesed[d ‘wado ue
jo uew 3uno4 e Inq ‘o8e sieak uaads paddmbo pey ay suo oyl woig
uosrod JUSIAIJIp AToA ' AJUre1rdd 98a1oxd srq ur ‘3ura1a0a1 Jo ainsesd
31 peY SEWOY ] JI§ PUE ‘SOA[3SWAYI PIMIYSs UOOS AuUe] pue Wer[[Ix
“WAY) PAYDOBAI [BALLIE 3] JO SISIOU 23 SB UOOS SE [[BY I3 OJul

NAILSNVY ANV ([



JANE AUSTEN

kill her, she must have a constitution which nothing could save. No, I
will not do her any harm, dear little soul! only want her to look kindly
on me, to give me smiles as well as blushes, to keep a chair for me by
herself wherever we are, and be all animation when I take it and talk to
her; to think as I think, be interested in all my possessions and pleasures,
try to keep me longer at Mansfield, and feel when I go away that she
shall be never happy again. I want nothing more.”

“Moderation itself!” said Mary. “I can have no scruples now. Well,
you will have opportunities enough of endeavouring to recommend
yourself, for we are a great deal together.”

And without attempting any farther remonstrance, she left Fanny to
her fate, a fate which, had not Fanny’s heart been guarded in a way
unsuspected by Miss Crawford, might have been a little harder than she
deserved; for although there doubtless are such unconquerable young
ladies of eighteen (or one should not read about them) as are never to
be persuaded into love against their judgment by all that talent, manner,
attention, and flattery can do, I have no inclination to believe Fanny one
of them, or to think that with so much tenderness of disposition, and
so much taste as belonged to her, she could have escaped heart-whole
from the courtship (though the courtship only of a fortnight) of such
a man as Crawford, in spite of there being some previous ill opinion
of him to be overcome, had not her affection been engaged elsewhere.
With all the security which love of another and disesteem of him could
give to the peace of mind he was attacking, his continued attentions—
continued, but not obtrusive, and adapting themselves more and more
to the gentleness and delicacy of her character—obliged her very soon to
dislike him less than formerly. She had by no means forgotten the past,
and she thought as ill of him as ever; but she felt his powers: he was
entertaining; and his manners were so improved, so polite, so seriously
and blamelessly polite, that it was impossible not to be civil to him in
return.

A very few days were enough to effect this; and at the end of those
few days, circumstances arose which had a tendency rather to forward
his views of pleasing her, inasmuch as they gave her a degree of happi-
ness which must dispose her to be pleased with everybody. William, her
brother, the so long absent and dearly loved brother, was in England
again. She had a letter from him herself, a few hurried happy lines, writ-
ten as the ship came up Channel, and sent into Portsmouth with the first
boat that left the Antwerp at anchor in Spithead; and when Crawford
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walked up with the newspaper in his hand, which he had hoped would
bring the first tidings, he found her trembling with joy over this letter,
and listening with a glowing, grateful countenance to the kind invitation
which her uncle was most collectedly dictating in reply.

It was but the day before that Crawford had made himself thor-
oughly master of the subject, or had in fact become at all aware of
her having such a brother, or his being in such a ship, but the interest
then excited had been very properly lively, determining him on his re-
turn to town to apply for information as to the probable period of the
Antwerp’s return from the Mediterranean, etc.; and the good luck which
attended his early examination of ship news the next morning seemed
the reward of his ingenuity in finding out such a method of pleasing
her, as well as of his dutiful attention to the Admiral, in having for
many years taken in the paper esteemed to have the earliest naval intel-
ligence. He proved, however, to be too late. All those fine first feelings,
of which he had hoped to be the exciter, were already given. But his
intention, the kindness of his intention, was thankfully acknowledged:
quite thankfully and warmly, for she was elevated beyond the common
timidity of her mind by the flow of her love for William.

This dear William would soon be amongst them. There could be
no doubt of his obtaining leave of absence immediately, for he was still
only a midshipman; and as his parents, from living on the spot, must
already have seen him, and be seeing him perhaps daily, his direct holi-
days might with justice be instantly given to the sister, who had been his
best correspondent through a period of seven years, and the uncle who
had done most for his support and advancement; and accordingly the
reply to her reply, fixing a very early day for his arrival, came as soon as
possible; and scarcely ten days had passed since Fanny had been in the
agitation of her first dinner-visit, when she found herself in an agitation
of a higher nature, watching in the hall, in the lobby, on the stairs, for
the first sound of the carriage which was to bring her a brother.

It came happily while she was thus waiting; and there being neither
ceremony nor fearfulness to delay the moment of meeting, she was with
him as he entered the house, and the first minutes of exquisite feeling
had no interruption and no witnesses, unless the servants chiefly intent
upon opening the proper doors could be called such. This was exactly
what Sir Thomas and Edmund had been separately conniving at, as each
proved to the other by the sympathetic alacrity with which they both
advised Mrs. Norris’s continuing where she was, instead of rushing out
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JANE AUSTEN

danger which sea and war together could offer. With such means in his
power he had a right to be listened to; and though Mrs. Norris could
fidget about the room, and disturb everybody in quest of two needlefuls
of thread or a second-hand shirt button, in the midst of her nephew’s
account of a shipwreck or an engagement, everybody else was atten-
tive; and even Lady Bertram could not hear of such horrors unmoved,
or without sometimes lifting her eyes from her work to say, “Dear me!
how disagreeable! T wonder anybody can ever go to sea.”

To Henry Crawford they gave a different feeling. He longed to have
been at sea, and seen and done and suffered as much. His heart was
warmed, his fancy fired, and he felt the highest respect for a lad who, be-
fore he was twenty, had gone through such bodily hardships and given
such proofs of mind. The glory of heroism, of usefulness, of exertion, of
endurance, made his own habits of selfish indulgence appear in shame-
ful contrast; and he wished he had been a William Price, distinguishing
himself and working his way to fortune and consequence with so much
self-respect and happy ardour, instead of what he was!

The wish was rather eager than lasting. He was roused from the
reverie of retrospection and regret produced by it, by some inquiry from
Edmund as to his plans for the next day’s hunting; and he found it was
as well to be a man of fortune at once with horses and grooms at his
command. In one respect it was better, as it gave him the means of con-
ferring a kindness where he wished to oblige. With spirits, courage, and
curiosity up to anything, William expressed an inclination to hunt; and
Crawford could mount him without the slightest inconvenience to him-
self, and with only some scruples to obviate in Sir Thomas, who knew
better than his nephew the value of such a loan, and some alarms to rea-
son away in Fanny. She feared for William; by no means convinced by
all that he could relate of his own horsemanship in various countries, of
the scrambling parties in which he had been engaged, the rough horses
and mules he had ridden, or his many narrow escapes from dreadful
falls, that he was at all equal to the management of a high-fed hunter
in an English fox-chase; nor till he returned safe and well, without acci-
dent or discredit, could she be reconciled to the risk, or feel any of that
obligation to Mr. Crawford for lending the horse which he had fully in-
tended it should produce. When it was proved, however, to have done
William no harm, she could allow it to be a kindness, and even reward
the owner with a smile when the animal was one minute tendered to his
use again; and the next, with the greatest cordiality, and in a manner
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not to be resisted, made over to his use entirely so long as he remained
in Northamptonshire.

Chapter 25

THE INTERCOURSE of the two families was at this period more nearly
restored to what it had been in the autumn, than any member of the
old intimacy had thought ever likely to be again. The return of Henry
Crawford, and the arrival of William Price, had much to do with it,
but much was still owing to Sir Thomas’s more than toleration of the
neighbourly attempts at the Parsonage. His mind, now disengaged from
the cares which had pressed on him at first, was at leisure to find the
Grants and their young inmates really worth visiting; and though in-
finitely above scheming or contriving for any the most advantageous
matrimonial establishment that could be among the apparent possibili-
ties of any one most dear to him, and disdaining even as a littleness the
being quick-sighted on such points, he could not avoid perceiving, in a
grand and careless way, that Mr. Crawford was somewhat distinguish-
ing his niece—nor perhaps refrain (though unconsciously) from giving
a more willing assent to invitations on that account.

His readiness, however, in agreeing to dine at the Parsonage, when
the general invitation was at last hazarded, after many debates and
many doubts as to whether it were worth while, “because Sir Thomas
seemed so ill inclined, and Lady Bertram was so indolent!” proceeded
from good-breeding and goodwill alone, and had nothing to do with
Mr. Crawford, but as being one in an agreeable group: for it was in the
course of that very visit that he first began to think that any one in the
habit of such idle observations would have thought that Mr. Crawford
was the admirer of Fanny Price.

The meeting was generally felt to be a pleasant one, being composed
in a good proportion of those who would talk and those who would
listen; and the dinner itself was elegant and plentiful, according to the
usual style of the Grants, and too much according to the usual habits of
all to raise any emotion except in Mrs. Norris, who could never behold
either the wide table or the number of dishes on it with patience, and
who did always contrive to experience some evil from the passing of the
servants behind her chair, and to bring away some fresh conviction of
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JANE AUSTEN

“You have a good memory. I had forgotten having ever told you
half so much of the place.”

Thornton Lacey was the name of his impending living, as Miss Craw-
ford well knew; and her interest in a negotiation for William Price’s
knave increased.

“Well,” continued Edmund, “and how did you like what you saw?”

“Very much indeed. You are a lucky fellow. There will be work for
five summers at least before the place is liveable.”

“No, no, not so bad as that. The farmyard must be moved, I grant
you; but I am not aware of anything else. The house is by no means bad,
and when the yard is removed, there may be a very tolerable approach
to it.”

“The farmyard must be cleared away entirely, and planted up to
shut out the blacksmith’s shop. The house must be turned to front the
east instead of the north—the entrance and principal rooms, I mean,
must be on that side, where the view is really very pretty; I am sure it
may be done. And there must be your approach, through what is at
present the garden. You must make a new garden at what is now the
back of the house; which will be giving it the best aspect in the world,
sloping to the south-east. The ground seems precisely formed for it.
I rode fifty yards up the lane, between the church and the house, in
order to look about me; and saw how it might all be. Nothing can be
easier. The meadows beyond what will be the garden, as well as what
now is, sweeping round from the lane I stood in to the north-east, that
is, to the principal road through the village, must be all laid together,
of course; very pretty meadows they are, finely sprinkled with timber.
They belong to the living, I suppose; if not, you must purchase them.
Then the stream—something must be done with the stream; but I could
not quite determine what. I had two or three ideas.”

“And I have two or three ideas also,” said Edmund, “and one of
them is, that very little of your plan for Thornton Lacey will ever be put
in practice. I must be satisfied with rather less ornament and beauty. I
think the house and premises may be made comfortable, and given the
air of a gentleman’s residence, without any very heavy expense, and that
must suffice me; and, I hope, may suffice all who care about me.”

Miss Crawford, a little suspicious and resentful of a certain tone of
voice, and a certain half-look attending the last expression of his hope,
made a hasty finish of her dealings with William Price; and securing his
knave at an exorbitant rate, exclaimed, “There, I will stake my last like
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a woman of spirit. No cold prudence for me. I am not born to sit still
and do nothing. If I lose the game, it shall not be from not striving for
it.”

The game was hers, and only did not pay her for what she had given
to secure it. Another deal proceeded, and Crawford began again about
Thornton Lacey.

“My plan may not be the best possible: I had not many minutes
to form it in; but you must do a good deal. The place deserves it,
and you will find yourself not satisfied with much less than it is capa-
ble of. (Excuse me, your ladyship must not see your cards. There, let
them lie just before you.) The place deserves it, Bertram. You talk of
giving it the air of a gentleman’s residence. That will be done by the
removal of the farmyard; for, independent of that terrible nuisance, I
never saw a house of the kind which had in itself so much the air of a
gentleman’s residence, so much the look of a something above a mere
parsonage-house—above the expenditure of a few hundreds a year. It
is not a scrambling collection of low single rooms, with as many roofs
as windows; it is not cramped into the vulgar compactness of a square
farmhouse: it is a solid, roomy, mansion-like looking house, such as
one might suppose a respectable old country family had lived in from
generation to generation, through two centuries at least, and were now
spending from two to three thousand a year in.” Miss Crawford lis-
tened, and Edmund agreed to this. “The air of a gentleman’s residence,
therefore, you cannot but give it, if you do anything. But it is capable
of much more. (Let me see, Mary; Lady Bertram bids a dozen for that
queen; no, no, a dozen is more than it is worth. Lady Bertram does not
bid a dozen. She will have nothing to say to it. Go on, go on.) By some
such improvements as I have suggested (I do not really require you to
proceed upon my plan, though, by the bye, I doubt anybody’s striking
out a better) you may give it a higher character. You may raise it into a
place. From being the mere gentleman’s residence, it becomes, by judi-
cious improvement, the residence of a man of education, taste, modern
manners, good connexions. All this may be stamped on it; and that
house receive such an air as to make its owner be set down as the great
landholder of the parish by every creature travelling the road; especially
as there is no real squire’s house to dispute the point—a circumstance,
between ourselves, to enhance the value of such a situation in point of
privilege and independence beyond all calculation. You think with me,
I hope” (turning with a softened voice to Fanny). “Have you ever seen
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JANE AUSTEN

so calm and uninviting, that he had nothing to censure in her. She said
little, assented only here and there, and betrayed no inclination either
of appropriating any part of the compliment to herself, or of strengthen-
ing his views in favour of Northamptonshire. Finding by whom he was
observed, Henry Crawford addressed himself on the same subject to Sir
Thomas, in a more everyday tone, but still with feeling.

“I want to be your neighbour, Sir Thomas, as you have, perhaps,
heard me telling Miss Price. May I hope for your acquiescence, and for
your not influencing your son against such a tenant?”

Sir Thomas, politely bowing, replied, “It is the only way, sir, in
which I could ot wish you established as a permanent neighbour; but I
hope, and believe, that Edmund will occupy his own house at Thornton
Lacey. Edmund, am I saying too much?”

Edmund, on this appeal, had first to hear what was going on; but,
on understanding the question, was at no loss for an answer.

“Certainly, sir, I have no idea but of residence. But, Crawford,
though I refuse you as a tenant, come to me as a friend. Consider the
house as half your own every winter, and we will add to the stables
on your own improved plan, and with all the improvements of your
improved plan that may occur to you this spring.”

“We shall be the losers,” continued Sir Thomas. “His going, though
only eight miles, will be an unwelcome contraction of our family cir-
cle; but I should have been deeply mortified if any son of mine could
reconcile himself to doing less. It is perfectly natural that you should
not have thought much on the subject, Mr. Crawford. But a parish has
wants and claims which can be known only by a clergyman constantly
resident, and which no proxy can be capable of satisfying to the same
extent. Edmund might, in the common phrase, do the duty of Thornton,
that is, he might read prayers and preach, without giving up Mansfield
Park: he might ride over every Sunday, to a house nominally inhabited,
and go through divine service; he might be the clergyman of Thornton
Lacey every seventh day, for three or four hours, if that would content
him. But it will not. He knows that human nature needs more lessons
than a weekly sermon can convey; and that if he does not live among his
parishioners, and prove himself, by constant attention, their well-wisher
and friend, he does very little either for their good or his own.”

Mr. Crawford bowed his acquiescence.

“I repeat again,” added Sir Thomas, “that Thornton Lacey is the
only house in the neighbourhood in which I should #o¢ be happy to
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wait on Mr. Crawford as occupier.”

Mr. Crawford bowed his thanks.

“Sir Thomas,” said Edmund, “undoubtedly understands the duty of
a parish priest. We must hope his son may prove that he knows it too.”

Whatever effect Sir Thomas’s little harangue might really produce
on Mr. Crawford, it raised some awkward sensations in two of the oth-
ers, two of his most attentive listeners—Miss Crawford and Fanny. One
of whom, having never before understood that Thornton was so soon
and so completely to be his home, was pondering with downcast eyes
on what it would be not to see Edmund every day; and the other, star-
tled from the agreeable fancies she had been previously indulging on the
strength of her brother’s description, no longer able, in the picture she
had been forming of a future Thornton, to shut out the church, sink
the clergyman, and see only the respectable, elegant, modernised, and
occasional residence of a man of independent fortune, was considering
Sir Thomas, with decided ill-will, as the destroyer of all this, and suffer-
ing the more from that involuntary forbearance which his character and
manner commanded, and from not daring to relieve herself by a single
attempt at throwing ridicule on his cause.

All the agreeable of her speculation was over for that hour. It was
time to have done with cards, if sermons prevailed; and she was glad
to find it necessary to come to a conclusion, and be able to refresh her
spirits by a change of place and neighbour.

The chief of the party were now collected irregularly round the fire,
and waiting the final break-up. William and Fanny were the most de-
tached. They remained together at the otherwise deserted card-table,
talking very comfortably, and not thinking of the rest, till some of the
rest began to think of them. Henry Crawford’s chair was the first to be
given a direction towards them, and he sat silently observing them for a
few minutes; himself, in the meanwhile, observed by Sir Thomas, who
was standing in chat with Dr. Grant.

“This is the assembly night,” said William. “If I were at Portsmouth
I should be at it, perhaps.”

“But you do not wish yourself at Portsmouth, William?”

“No, Fanny, that I do not. I shall have enough of Portsmouth and
of dancing too, when I cannot have you. And I do not know that there
would be any good in going to the assembly, for I might not get a partner.
The Portsmouth girls turn up their noses at anybody who has not a
commission. One might as well be nothing as a midshipman. One
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JANE AUSTEN

remained steadily inclined to gratify so amiable a feeling; to gratify any-
body else who might wish to see Fanny dance, and to give pleasure to
the young people in general; and having thought the matter over, and
taken his resolution in quiet independence, the result of it appeared the
next morning at breakfast, when, after recalling and commending what
his nephew had said, he added, “I do not like, William, that you should
leave Northamptonshire without this indulgence. It would give me plea-
sure to see you both dance. You spoke of the balls at Northampton.
Your cousins have occasionally attended them; but they would not al-
together suit us now. The fatigue would be too much for your aunt. 1
believe we must not think of a Northampton ball. A dance at home
would be more eligible; and if—”

“Ah, my dear Sir Thomas!” interrupted Mrs. Norris, “I knew what
was coming. I knew what you were going to say. If dear Julia were
at home, or dearest Mrs. Rushworth at Sotherton, to afford a reason,
an occasion for such a thing, you would be tempted to give the young
people a dance at Mansfield. I know you would. If they were at home
to grace the ball, a ball you would have this very Christmas. Thank
your uncle, William, thank your uncle!”

“My daughters,” replied Sir Thomas, gravely interposing, “have
their pleasures at Brighton, and I hope are very happy; but the dance
which I think of giving at Mansfield will be for their cousins. Could we
be all assembled, our satisfaction would undoubtedly be more complete,
but the absence of some is not to debar the others of amusement.”

Mrs. Norris had not another word to say. She saw decision in his
looks, and her surprise and vexation required some minutes’ silence to
be settled into composure. A ball at such a time! His daughters absent
and herself not consulted! There was comfort, however, soon at hand.
She must be the doer of everything: Lady Bertram would of course
be spared all thought and exertion, and it would all fall upon ber. She
should have to do the honours of the evening; and this reflection quickly
restored so much of her good-humour as enabled her to join in with the
others, before their happiness and thanks were all expressed.

Edmund, William, and Fanny did, in their different ways, look and
speak as much grateful pleasure in the promised ball as Sir Thomas
could desire. Edmund’s feelings were for the other two. His father had
never conferred a favour or shewn a kindness more to his satisfaction.

Lady Bertram was perfectly quiescent and contented, and had no
objections to make. Sir Thomas engaged for its giving her very little
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trouble; and she assured him “that she was not at all afraid of the trou-
ble; indeed, she could not imagine there would be any.”

Mrs. Norris was ready with her suggestions as to the rooms he
would think fittest to be used, but found it all prearranged; and when
she would have conjectured and hinted about the day, it appeared that
the day was settled too. Sir Thomas had been amusing himself with
shaping a very complete outline of the business; and as soon as she
would listen quietly, could read his list of the families to be invited, from
whom he calculated, with all necessary allowance for the shortness of
the notice, to collect young people enough to form twelve or fourteen
couple: and could detail the considerations which had induced him to
fix on the 22nd as the most eligible day. William was required to be at
Portsmouth on the 24th; the 22nd would therefore be the last day of his
visit; but where the days were so few it would be unwise to fix on any
earlier. Mrs. Norris was obliged to be satisfied with thinking just the
same, and with having been on the point of proposing the 22nd herself,
as by far the best day for the purpose.

The ball was now a settled thing, and before the evening a pro-
claimed thing to all whom it concerned. Invitations were sent with
despatch, and many a young lady went to bed that night with her head
full of happy cares as well as Fanny. To her the cares were sometimes al-
most beyond the happiness; for young and inexperienced, with small
means of choice and no confidence in her own taste, the “how she
should be dressed” was a point of painful solicitude; and the almost
solitary ornament in her possession, a very pretty amber cross which
William had brought her from Sicily, was the greatest distress of all, for
she had nothing but a bit of ribbon to fasten it to; and though she had
worn it in that manner once, would it be allowable at such a time in the
midst of all the rich ornaments which she supposed all the other young
ladies would appear in? And yet not to wear it! William had wanted to
buy her a gold chain too, but the purchase had been beyond his means,
and therefore not to wear the cross might be mortifying him. These
were anxious considerations; enough to sober her spirits even under the
prospect of a ball given principally for her gratification.

The preparations meanwhile went on, and Lady Bertram continued
to sit on her sofa without any inconvenience from them. She had some
extra visits from the housekeeper, and her maid was rather hurried in
making up a new dress for her: Sir Thomas gave orders, and Mrs. Nor-
ris ran about; but all this gave ber no trouble, and as she had foreseen,
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JANE AUSTEN

more cordial manner than before, and proposed their going up into her
room, where they might have a comfortable coze, without disturbing Dr.
and Mrs. Grant, who were together in the drawing-room. It was just
the plan to suit Fanny; and with a great deal of gratitude on her side
for such ready and kind attention, they proceeded indoors, and upstairs,
and were soon deep in the interesting subject. Miss Crawford, pleased
with the appeal, gave her all her best judgment and taste, made every-
thing easy by her suggestions, and tried to make everything agreeable
by her encouragement. The dress being settled in all its grander parts—
“But what shall you have by way of necklace?” said Miss Crawford.
“Shall not you wear your brother’s cross?” And as she spoke she was un-
doing a small parcel, which Fanny had observed in her hand when they
met. Fanny acknowledged her wishes and doubts on this point: she did
not know how either to wear the cross, or to refrain from wearing it.
She was answered by having a small trinket-box placed before her, and
being requested to chuse from among several gold chains and necklaces.
Such had been the parcel with which Miss Crawford was provided, and
such the object of her intended visit: and in the kindest manner she now
urged Fanny’s taking one for the cross and to keep for her sake, saying
everything she could think of to obviate the scruples which were making
Fanny start back at first with a look of horror at the proposal.

“You see what a collection I have,” said she; “more by half than I
ever use or think of. I do not offer them as new. I offer nothing but an
old necklace. You must forgive the liberty, and oblige me.”

Fanny still resisted, and from her heart. The gift was too valuable.
But Miss Crawford persevered, and argued the case with so much af-
fectionate earnestness through all the heads of William and the cross,
and the ball, and herself, as to be finally successful. Fanny found her-
self obliged to yield, that she might not be accused of pride or indiffer-
ence, or some other littleness; and having with modest reluctance given
her consent, proceeded to make the selection. She looked and looked,
longing to know which might be least valuable; and was determined in
her choice at last, by fancying there was one necklace more frequently
placed before her eyes than the rest. It was of gold, prettily worked;
and though Fanny would have preferred a longer and a plainer chain as
more adapted for her purpose, she hoped, in fixing on this, to be chus-
ing what Miss Crawford least wished to keep. Miss Crawford smiled
her perfect approbation; and hastened to complete the gift by putting
the necklace round her, and making her see how well it looked. Fanny
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had not a word to say against its becomingness, and, excepting what
remained of her scruples, was exceedingly pleased with an acquisition
so very apropos. She would rather, perhaps, have been obliged to some
other person. But this was an unworthy feeling. Miss Crawford had
anticipated her wants with a kindness which proved her a real friend.
“When I wear this necklace I shall always think of you,” said she, “and
feel how very kind you were.”

“You must think of somebody else too, when you wear that neck-
lace,” replied Miss Crawford. “You must think of Henry, for it was his
choice in the first place. He gave it to me, and with the necklace I make
over to you all the duty of remembering the original giver. It is to be
a family remembrancer. The sister is not to be in your mind without
bringing the brother too.”

Fanny, in great astonishment and confusion, would have returned
the present instantly. To take what had been the gift of another person,
of a brother too, impossible! it must not be! and with an eagerness
and embarrassment quite diverting to her companion, she laid down
the necklace again on its cotton, and seemed resolved either to take
another or none at all. Miss Crawford thought she had never seen a
prettier consciousness. “My dear child,” said she, laughing, “what are
you afraid of? Do you think Henry will claim the necklace as mine, and
fancy you did not come honestly by it? or are you imagining he would
be too much flattered by seeing round your lovely throat an ornament
which his money purchased three years ago, before he knew there was
such a throat in the world? or perhaps”—looking archly—“you suspect
a confederacy between us, and that what I am now doing is with his
knowledge and at his desire?”

With the deepest blushes Fanny protested against such a thought.

“Well, then,” replied Miss Crawford more seriously, but without at
all believing her, “to convince me that you suspect no trick, and are
as unsuspicious of compliment as I have always found you, take the
necklace and say no more about it. Its being a gift of my brother’s need
not make the smallest difference in your accepting it, as I assure you it
makes none in my willingness to part with it. He is always giving me
something or other. T have such innumerable presents from him that it
is quite impossible for me to value or for him to remember half. And
as for this necklace, I do not suppose I have worn it six times: it is very
pretty, but I never think of it; and though you would be most heartily
welcome to any other in my trinket-box, you have happened to fix on

191



€6l

Jorradns 9yl JrwIpe Ing J0U p[nod Auue] 1Byl ‘WY UIIMIIQ IdONPUOD
JO 90UIPIOUIOD B YoNns AQ payness 0s ‘QUOp Pey pIojmel)) SSIA Jeym
[YaM PIAIYSIPP 0S “9OUBISWNIID 3YI [PIM YONMS 0S Sem punwpy JIoJ
£19A0 3 [[oMm 1YSTr sanides 197 MOU PUE “IISIA 1UIDAT 137 JO AI0ISTY )
aaed ayg *Surop 19y jo uoneqoidde siy ureiqo o1 padoy pue ‘uiniar 03
Su13UOo[ A[3S9UIBI ISOW MOU SEM IS [IIYM ‘9IB[I9U Y3 INOQE SBM I]
«¢INOQE 2UI J[NSUOD 03 JUBM NOA 1BYI 1 ST IBYM INg,,
‘Guifes 4q 1S AJusAeay s11 WOIJ purw Ioy umop 3uLiq 01 19y pagdqo
“uowow e Junrem Iajje ‘punwipy Ing ‘pIom IdYIOUE FUIABS INOYIM
INOY UB PIAI] 9ABY P[NOd Auue,] UONIJJJe Jo suolssardxa yons uodn
« JOBRQMEID B INOYIIM
S13] "pado[eun os ‘a39[dwos os ainsea[d ou aaey | ‘Aes £[9yes ued | ‘ON
's1o4 01 3unnqrIuod jo 18yl 01 Jor1adns plrom Y3 ut ansea[d ou Ay |
OUI 9AJT[2g "UOISEBIOO I PUOAI] JBJ 218 SYUBY) INOA INq {MOIIOUW-0 10J
awm Ul 219y 3 P[Noys I 1Byl pue ‘ureyd 3yl 31| nok ey Addey isowr
We | "yonuw 003 [eap 18218 e sSuIyl 2say) [99] nok ‘Auueq 1eap LA,
ST 9[qeadaooe Moy mouy 10U Op NoA ‘uIsnod ‘g
‘Juowow 9[qeidodde ue yons ur ‘001 ‘SaW0d I “19Y1a301 UIOM 3] [[BYS
pue isnw A9yJ "ssoId Aw 1ms A[10eX3 [[Im 3] 'ssassod 01 aIIsap ' pey
J9A9 9ARY [ IUSWEUIO AJUO 31 ST STY T, 0] paysim [ 1eym A[asaxd ‘Guryy
AIOA 31 ST SIY ], {paspul [NJUINea( SI SIYL ‘[(),, ‘urede yiroJ gunsing dppy
jou pnod ays ‘reau pue J[dws £posyiad ‘ureyd pjos ureld e ‘Sunyoed
(SIS[2M3[ JO SSOUDTU Y [[B UT T31] 210J2q Surdas pue ‘puey 1oy ojur nd
snl pey oy [e21ed 2y uOpUN MOU pBY IS A[SNOIISUOIUN ISOW]Y
«'NOL J[NSUOD 03 JUBM [ *IOU SI II ‘OU ‘ON],,
‘urede
Aeme Suruiny pue Suijis  Auue] ‘Aes 01 aaey noAk [[e st eyl Jj,,
«—PUuo43q
SI Aem B [ONS Ul oW Jo SunpjuIyl ur ssoupoos inog ‘ssaxdxa £jqissod
ued | UBY) 2JOW yoNwW [39] [ ‘wonsanb ay1 jo o a1e syueyl,, Iouuew
paiende A10A B UI ‘panunuod ays . ‘nok yueys o1 idwanie jouued |,
“Yorq pawIni oY
«jdois Leid “quowow e dois
‘uIsnod jyQ,, ‘IO Pa[[ed U3 2Ys ‘Ysim uFra10A0s auo £q pauaydnb ing
Syeads 01 1dwane pnod ‘amses[d pue ured jo sSurpay puesnoyl e £q
paromodiono ‘Auueq a10Jaq ‘“Aeme Surdrmy sem oy ‘Surdes os puy
«'SpuaLIy 3s3p[0 10K
JO QUO JO 2AO0] Y2 JO U O] B ‘ST A[[BAI I SB ‘I1 JOPISUOD PUE ‘SUONIUAIUI
Aw 01 puny aq [[Im no& mouy [ ‘a1er Aue e ‘Inq ‘1sel o4 Jo LAyordurs

AIVd ATAIISNV N

961

woij ansea[d Jo UOoISSIdIE JWOSs FUIALIIP ‘GUIUIOUT AYI J[BY I UO PIAI|
syuds s Auue,] a10u snofol A10A & sem 1 ‘Sjoym ay3 uod() "Isa1djul pey
‘PaAdN[aq Y ‘TeIWIPY YT, '9ITAIdS JO 3 IYSIW PIOJMEID) [BITWPY 01
uononponul s,maydau SIH "Uosear IdyIoue 107 I Jo pasoidde sewoyy,
11§ -asd Suryadue jo uryl o1 “Asuwmol e yons jo andney ay1 woiy pareds
wel[[ix Suiaey ur Addey 001 sem ays ‘Auedwod siy jo sinoy Auew Jo 1oy
qOI p[noMm S, pI0ojmeI’) I JO I9JJ0 SIY Y3noyl pue {ydoeod JINOWsIIoJ
B 01Ul 108 JABY ISNW 2y 210J3q 1S3I SJINOY UE WIY PIMO[[B JABY 10U
pnom yorgm aydru Surmorpoy ay1 uoidureyiroN woj [rewr a3 £q dn
03 pnoys wer[ix eyl sem ue[d [eurduio ayy 10y ‘paseard A[3urpasdxa
SeM QATIOW JUIIRJJIP B woj ‘Auue] pue £1s933ns p[nod uoneurgewr sy
yorym Amugip pue ssourddey st Jo anoaey ur SUIYILI9Ad 90UO Ik Sulfes
sem ‘saydredsop yarm dn Suro8 01 11 SuruaI[ Ul ‘pue ‘pudLyy d[qeadide
‘paanowny-pood & yons pue ‘sasioy mmojJ yam 1sod Furoaen Jo eapr
a1 pakofus oym ‘Jroswry werry 031 auo Juesed[d £194 € sem [esodoxd
SY I °S[BIWPY Y3 I8 WIY YIIM JUIP O] PIIAUT SEM WEI[[IX PUB Inoy
-Iouurp 218 ATRWOISNOOL SI[OUN STy £ UMOI UT 2 01 JUBIUW PIOJMEBID)
TN -98eriaed sig ur aoe[d e 3doooe pinom oy ‘pasodoid usaq pey uey
Ia1[1ed Aep ® J[BY P[OYSUBIN 9ABI[ 01 purw siy dn axew pnod werim
J1 121 padoy aroja1oya pue ‘fuoruedwod e aimdoid 01 Suidn dpay jou
P[nod 3 ‘sAep M3J B 10J MOIIOW JYl UO UOPUOT 01 08 01 Pasiqo J[3s
-wIy punoj oy se eyl Sunels ‘Wel[[ig 01 pIojmelrD) TN Woij 1ysnoiq
sem 210U A[pualij AI9A B ISBJBAIQ J2IJ8 UOOS I0J TIIUN[OA UIJO SABP
J[qeaSeurwiun ‘pI[[IM-J[3S UONS UBYI AUUEB] 01 SSOUPUR| 210U [IIMm
pauado pue ‘owred ‘yuowolus pue adoy 01 paunsapaid ‘Aepsmyf,
-s1uatds Jo yuem juaredde Aue InoyIm saoUBAISSqO [ensn Ayl 19y Aed
pu® ‘weIog June 19y Ieau sjudwio[dwo [ensn 19y JWNSII PUB UMOP
03 01 oW1 NP UI J[(B SBM S ‘SSIUNBIM pUEB UOSEII Jo drnmixtwu Addey
Syl Aq sSuI[edy 19y palIojwod pue s3ysnoyl 19y paje[ngal Suiaeh
“I9A3 10§ 38 P00 dA_Y
PINOd ays yorym  ‘Auue, 1eap A1oa AJA[,, JO JUSWIFURIIE 3Y) UI ‘SpIOM
INOJ 1SI 33 JO MOJJ Y2 Ul AIDI[3] B Sem 2Id[) pue ‘IneJ e 10U pey
‘SBM 11 SB 9ISBY[ UT U21ILIM ‘UuIdads SIY ] j9ARS SUNLIMPUERY 1SAUOUIUIOD
s,punuwpy se Sureq uewny JaY10 AU £q IND SIAIOBILYD [ONS ITIM JIAIN
"SSQUPISSI[( © ST AoAuod Aew 11 urqidue Jo juapuadopur ‘Jjasir Sunrim
-puey a1 99y o], ‘sJoydersoiq oyl puo£aq UudAd SI JAO[ SUBWIOM B JO
wsersnyIus ay I, 19yde13o1q 1s9puog ay1 JO SaydIeasaT ay) passa[q A[a191d
-UI0d 210U J9AU—IOYINE PIYSINGUNISIP Isour 33 Jo uad oy WoIj ud[[e]
IoAdu pey paziid a1owr sUI] OM] "9[41S 92Ul PUB UOISEIIO0 Y3 Ul SUIAJI

NAILSNVY ANV ([



JANE AUSTEN

power of one pleasure over his own mind, though it might have its
drawback. It was some time before she could get his attention to her
plan, or any answer to her demand of his opinion: he was in a reverie
of fond reflection, uttering only now and then a few half-sentences of
praise; but when he did awake and understand, he was very decided in
opposing what she wished.

“Return the necklace! No, my dear Fanny, upon no account. It
would be mortifying her severely. There can hardly be a more unpleas-
ant sensation than the having anything returned on our hands which we
have given with a reasonable hope of its contributing to the comfort of
a friend. Why should she lose a pleasure which she has shewn herself so
deserving of?”

“If it had been given to me in the first instance,” said Fanny, “I
should not have thought of returning it; but being her brother’s present,
is not it fair to suppose that she would rather not part with it, when it
is not wanted?”

“She must not suppose it not wanted, not acceptable, at least: and
its having been originally her brother’s gift makes no difference; for as
she was not prevented from offering, nor you from taking it on that
account, it ought not to prevent you from keeping it. No doubt it is
handsomer than mine, and fitter for a ballroom.”

“No, it is not handsomer, not at all handsomer in its way, and, for
my purpose, not half so fit. The chain will agree with William’s cross
beyond all comparison better than the necklace.”

“For one night, Fanny, for only one night, if it be a sacrifice; I am
sure you will, upon consideration, make that sacrifice rather than give
pain to one who has been so studious of your comfort. Miss Crawford’s
attentions to you have been—not more than you were justly entitled
to—I am the last person to think that could be, but they have been in-
variable; and to be returning them with what must have something the
air of ingratitude, though I know it could never have the meaning, is not
in your nature, I am sure. Wear the necklace, as you are engaged to do,
to-morrow evening, and let the chain, which was not ordered with any
reference to the ball, be kept for commoner occasions. This is my ad-
vice. I would not have the shadow of a coolness between the two whose
intimacy I have been observing with the greatest pleasure, and in whose
characters there is so much general resemblance in true generosity and
natural delicacy as to make the few slight differences, resulting princi-
pally from situation, no reasonable hindrance to a perfect friendship. 1
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would not have the shadow of a coolness arise,” he repeated, his voice
sinking a little, “between the two dearest objects I have on earth.”

He was gone as he spoke; and Fanny remained to tranquillise herself
as she could. She was one of his two dearest—that must support her. But
the other: the first! She had never heard him speak so openly before,
and though it told her no more than what she had long perceived, it
was a stab, for it told of his own convictions and views. They were
decided. He would marry Miss Crawford. It was a stab, in spite of
every long-standing expectation; and she was obliged to repeat again
and again, that she was one of his two dearest, before the words gave
her any sensation. Could she believe Miss Crawford to deserve him,
it would be—oh, how different would it be—how far more tolerable!
But he was deceived in her: he gave her merits which she had not; her
faults were what they had ever been, but he saw them no longer. Till
she had shed many tears over this deception, Fanny could not subdue
her agitation; and the dejection which followed could only be relieved
by the influence of fervent prayers for his happiness.

It was her intention, as she felt it to be her duty, to try to overcome
all that was excessive, all that bordered on selfishness, in her affection
for Edmund. To call or to fancy it a loss, a disappointment, would be a
presumption for which she had not words strong enough to satisfy her
own humility. To think of him as Miss Crawford might be justified in
thinking, would in her be insanity. To her he could be nothing under
any circumstances; nothing dearer than a friend. Why did such an idea
occur to her even enough to be reprobated and forbidden? It ought
not to have touched on the confines of her imagination. She would
endeavour to be rational, and to deserve the right of judging of Miss
Crawford’s character, and the privilege of true solicitude for him by a
sound intellect and an honest heart.

She had all the heroism of principle, and was determined to do her
duty; but having also many of the feelings of youth and nature, let her
not be much wondered at, if, after making all these good resolutions on
the side of self-government, she seized the scrap of paper on which Ed-
mund had begun writing to her, as a treasure beyond all her hopes, and
reading with the tenderest emotion these words, “My very dear Fanny,
you must do me the favour to accept” locked it up with the chain, as
the dearest part of the gift. It was the only thing approaching to a letter
which she had ever received from him; she might never receive another;
it was impossible that she ever should receive another so perfectly grat-
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JANE AUSTEN

“Then you have had fatigues within doors, which are worse. You
had better have gone out.”

Fanny, not liking to complain, found it easiest to make no answer;
and though he looked at her with his usual kindness, she believed he had
soon ceased to think of her countenance. He did not appear in spirits:
something unconnected with her was probably amiss. They proceeded
upstairs together, their rooms being on the same floor above.

“I come from Dr. Grant’s,” said Edmund presently. “You may guess
my errand there, Fanny.” And he looked so conscious, that Fanny could
think but of one errand, which turned her too sick for speech. “I wished
to engage Miss Crawford for the two first dances,” was the explanation
that followed, and brought Fanny to life again, enabling her, as she
found she was expected to speak, to utter something like an inquiry as
to the result.

“Yes,” he answered, “she is engaged to me; but” (with a smile that
did not sit easy) “she says it is to be the last time that she ever will
dance with me. She is not serious. I think, I hope, I am sure she is not
serious; but I would rather not hear it. She never has danced with a
clergyman, she says, and she never will. For my own sake, I could wish
there had been no ball just at—I mean not this very week, this very day;
to-morrow I leave home.”

Fanny struggled for speech, and said, “I am very sorry that anything
has occurred to distress you. This ought to be a day of pleasure. My
uncle meant it so.”

“Oh yes, yes! and it will be a day of pleasure. It will all end right. I
am only vexed for a moment. In fact, it is not that I consider the ball as
ill-timed; what does it signify? But, Fanny,” stopping her, by taking her
hand, and speaking low and seriously, “you know what all this means.
You see how it is; and could tell me, perhaps better than I could tell
you, how and why I am vexed. Let me talk to you a little. You are
a kind, kind listener. I have been pained by her manner this morning,
and cannot get the better of it. I know her disposition to be as sweet
and faultless as your own, but the influence of her former companions
makes her seem—gives to her conversation, to her professed opinions,
sometimes a tinge of wrong. She does not think evil, but she speaks
it, speaks it in playfulness; and though I know it to be playfulness, it
grieves me to the soul.”

“The effect of education,” said Fanny gently.

Edmund could not but agree to it. “Yes, that uncle and aunt! They
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have injured the finest mind; for sometimes, Fanny, I own to you, it does
appear more than manner: it appears as if the mind itself was tainted.”

Fanny imagined this to be an appeal to her judgment, and therefore,
after a moment’s consideration, said, “If you only want me as a listener,
cousin, I will be as useful as I can; but I am not qualified for an adviser.
Do not ask advice of me. I am not competent.”

“You are right, Fanny, to protest against such an office, but you need
not be afraid. It is a subject on which I should never ask advice; it is the
sort of subject on which it had better never be asked; and few, I imagine,
do ask it, but when they want to be influenced against their conscience.
I only want to talk to you.”

“One thing more. Excuse the liberty; but take care how you talk to
me. Do not tell me anything now, which hereafter you may be sorry for.
The time may come—"

The colour rushed into her cheeks as she spoke.

“Dearest Fanny!” cried Edmund, pressing her hand to his lips with
almost as much warmth as if it had been Miss Crawford’s, “you are
all considerate thought! But it is unnecessary here. The time will never
come. No such time as you allude to will ever come. I begin to think it
most improbable: the chances grow less and less; and even if it should,
there will be nothing to be remembered by either you or me that we need
be afraid of, for I can never be ashamed of my own scruples; and if they
are removed, it must be by changes that will only raise her character
the more by the recollection of the faults she once had. You are the
only being upon earth to whom I should say what I have said; but you
have always known my opinion of her; you can bear me witness, Fanny,
that I have never been blinded. How many a time have we talked over
her little errors! You need not fear me; I have almost given up every
serious idea of her; but I must be a blockhead indeed, if, whatever befell
me, I could think of your kindness and sympathy without the sincerest
gratitude.”

He had said enough to shake the experience of eighteen. He had said
enough to give Fanny some happier feelings than she had lately known,
and with a brighter look, she answered, “Yes, cousin, I am convinced
that you would be incapable of anything else, though perhaps some
might not. I cannot be afraid of hearing anything you wish to say. Do
not check yourself. Tell me whatever you like.”

They were now on the second floor, and the appearance of a house-
maid prevented any farther conversation. For Fanny’s present comfort
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The gentlemen joined them; and soon after began the sweet expecta-
tion of a carriage, when a general spirit of ease and enjoyment seemed
diffused, and they all stood about and talked and laughed, and every
moment had its pleasure and its hope. Fanny felt that there must be a
struggle in Edmund’s cheerfulness, but it was delightful to see the effort
so successfully made.

When the carriages were really heard, when the guests began really
to assemble, her own gaiety of heart was much subdued: the sight of
so many strangers threw her back into herself; and besides the gravity
and formality of the first great circle, which the manners of neither Sir
Thomas nor Lady Bertram were of a kind to do away, she found herself
occasionally called on to endure something worse. She was introduced
here and there by her uncle, and forced to be spoken to, and to curtsey,
and speak again. This was a hard duty, and she was never summoned
to it without looking at William, as he walked about at his ease in the
background of the scene, and longing to be with him.

The entrance of the Grants and Crawfords was a favourable epoch.
The stiffness of the meeting soon gave way before their popular manners
and more diffused intimacies: little groups were formed, and everybody
grew comfortable. Fanny felt the advantage; and, drawing back from
the toils of civility, would have been again most happy, could she have
kept her eyes from wandering between Edmund and Mary Crawford.
She looked all loveliness—and what might not be the end of it? Her own
musings were brought to an end on perceiving Mr. Crawford before
her, and her thoughts were put into another channel by his engaging
her almost instantly for the first two dances. Her happiness on this
occasion was very much a la mortal, finely chequered. To be secure of a
partner at first was a most essential good—for the moment of beginning
was now growing seriously near; and she so little understood her own
claims as to think that if Mr. Crawford had not asked her, she must
have been the last to be sought after, and should have received a partner
only through a series of inquiry, and bustle, and interference, which
would have been terrible; but at the same time there was a pointedness
in his manner of asking her which she did not like, and she saw his eye
glancing for a moment at her necklace, with a smile—she thought there
was a smile—which made her blush and feel wretched. And though
there was no second glance to disturb her, though his object seemed
then to be only quietly agreeable, she could not get the better of her
embarrassment, heightened as it was by the idea of his perceiving it,
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and had no composure till he turned away to some one else. Then she
could gradually rise up to the genuine satisfaction of having a partner, a
voluntary partner, secured against the dancing began.

When the company were moving into the ballroom, she found her-
self for the first time near Miss Crawford, whose eyes and smiles were
immediately and more unequivocally directed as her brother’s had been,
and who was beginning to speak on the subject, when Fanny, anxious
to get the story over, hastened to give the explanation of the second
necklace: the real chain. Miss Crawford listened; and all her intended
compliments and insinuations to Fanny were forgotten: she felt only
one thing; and her eyes, bright as they had been before, shewing they
could yet be brighter, she exclaimed with eager pleasure, “Did he? Did
Edmund? That was like himself. No other man would have thought
of it. T honour him beyond expression.” And she looked around as if
longing to tell him so. He was not near, he was attending a party of
ladies out of the room; and Mrs. Grant coming up to the two girls, and
taking an arm of each, they followed with the rest.

Fanny’s heart sunk, but there was no leisure for thinking long even
of Miss Crawford’s feelings. They were in the ballroom, the violins
were playing, and her mind was in a flutter that forbade its fixing on
anything serious. She must watch the general arrangements, and see
how everything was done.

In a few minutes Sir Thomas came to her, and asked if she were
engaged; and the “Yes, sir; to Mr. Crawford,” was exactly what he had
intended to hear. Mr. Crawford was not far off; Sir Thomas brought
him to her, saying something which discovered to Fanny, that she was
to lead the way and open the ball; an idea that had never occurred to
her before. Whenever she had thought of the minutiae of the evening,
it had been as a matter of course that Edmund would begin with Miss
Crawford; and the impression was so strong, that though her uncle
spoke the contrary, she could not help an exclamation of surprise, a
hint of her unfitness, an entreaty even to be excused. To be urging her
opinion against Sir Thomas’s was a proof of the extremity of the case;
but such was her horror at the first suggestion, that she could actually
look him in the face and say that she hoped it might be settled otherwise;
in vain, however: Sir Thomas smiled, tried to encourage her, and then
looked too serious, and said too decidedly, “It must be so, my dear,”
for her to hazard another word; and she found herself the next moment
conducted by Mr. Crawford to the top of the room, and standing there
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JANE AUSTEN

of heart which did him credit. But still his attentions made no part of
her satisfaction. She was happy whenever she looked at William, and
saw how perfectly he was enjoying himself, in every five minutes that
she could walk about with him and hear his account of his partners;
she was happy in knowing herself admired; and she was happy in hav-
ing the two dances with Edmund still to look forward to, during the
greatest part of the evening, her hand being so eagerly sought after that
her indefinite engagement with him was in continual perspective. She
was happy even when they did take place; but not from any flow of
spirits on his side, or any such expressions of tender gallantry as had
blessed the morning. His mind was fagged, and her happiness sprung
from being the friend with whom it could find repose. “I am worn out
with civility,” said he. “I have been talking incessantly all night, and
with nothing to say. But with you, Fanny, there may be peace. You will
not want to be talked to. Let us have the luxury of silence.” Fanny
would hardly even speak her agreement. A weariness, arising probably,
in great measure, from the same feelings which he had acknowledged
in the morning, was peculiarly to be respected, and they went down
their two dances together with such sober tranquillity as might satisfy
any looker-on that Sir Thomas had been bringing up no wife for his
younger son.

The evening had afforded Edmund little pleasure. Miss Crawford
had been in gay spirits when they first danced together, but it was not
her gaiety that could do him good: it rather sank than raised his comfort;
and afterwards, for he found himself still impelled to seek her again, she
had absolutely pained him by her manner of speaking of the profession
to which he was now on the point of belonging. They had talked, and
they had been silent; he had reasoned, she had ridiculed; and they had
parted at last with mutual vexation. Fanny, not able to refrain entirely
from observing them, had seen enough to be tolerably satisfied. It was
barbarous to be happy when Edmund was suffering. Yet some happi-
ness must and would arise from the very conviction that he did suffer.

When her two dances with him were over, her inclination and
strength for more were pretty well at an end; and Sir Thomas, hav-
ing seen her walk rather than dance down the shortening set, breathless,
and with her hand at her side, gave his orders for her sitting down en-
tirely. From that time Mr. Crawford sat down likewise.

“Poor Fanny!” cried William, coming for a moment to visit her, and
working away his partner’s fan as if for life, “how soon she is knocked
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up! Why, the sport is but just begun. I hope we shall keep it up these
two hours. How can you be tired so soon?”

“So soon! my good friend,” said Sir Thomas, producing his watch
with all necessary caution; “it is three o’clock, and your sister is not
used to these sort of hours.”

“Well, then, Fanny, you shall not get up to-morrow before I go.
Sleep as long as you can, and never mind me.”

“Oh! William.”

“What! Did she think of being up before you set off?”

“Oh! yes, sir,” cried Fanny, rising eagerly from her seat to be nearer
her uncle; “I must get up and breakfast with him. It will be the last time,
you know; the last morning.”

“You had better not. He is to have breakfasted and be gone by half-
past nine. Mr. Crawford, I think you call for him at half-past nine?”

Fanny was too urgent, however, and had too many tears in her eyes
for denial; and it ended in a gracious “Well, well!” which was permis-
sion.

“Yes, half-past nine,” said Crawford to William as the latter was
leaving them, “and I shall be punctual, for there will be no kind sister
to get up for me.” And in a lower tone to Fanny, “I shall have only a
desolate house to hurry from. Your brother will find my ideas of time
and his own very different to-morrow.”

After a short consideration, Sir Thomas asked Crawford to join the
early breakfast party in that house instead of eating alone: he should
himself be of it; and the readiness with which his invitation was ac-
cepted convinced him that the suspicions whence, he must confess to
himself, this very ball had in great measure sprung, were well founded.
Mr. Crawford was in love with Fanny. He had a pleasing anticipation
of what would be. His niece, meanwhile, did not thank him for what
he had just done. She had hoped to have William all to herself the last
morning. It would have been an unspeakable indulgence. But though
her wishes were overthrown, there was no spirit of murmuring within
her. On the contrary, she was so totally unused to have her pleasure con-
sulted, or to have anything take place at all in the way she could desire,
that she was more disposed to wonder and rejoice in having carried her
point so far, than to repine at the counteraction which followed.

Shortly afterward, Sir Thomas was again interfering a little with
her inclination, by advising her to go immediately to bed. “Advise”
was his word, but it was the advice of absolute power, and she had

]
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JANE AUSTEN

present quiet week.

They were indeed a smaller party than she had ever known there
for a whole day together, and he was gone on whom the comfort and
cheerfulness of every family meeting and every meal chiefly depended.
But this must be learned to be endured. He would soon be always gone;
and she was thankful that she could now sit in the same room with
her uncle, hear his voice, receive his questions, and even answer them,
without such wretched feelings as she had formerly known.

“We miss our two young men,” was Sir Thomas’s observation on
both the first and second day, as they formed their very reduced circle
after dinner; and in consideration of Fanny’s swimming eyes, nothing
more was said on the first day than to drink their good health; but on the
second it led to something farther. William was kindly commended and
his promotion hoped for. “And there is no reason to suppose,” added
Sir Thomas, “but that his visits to us may now be tolerably frequent.
As to Edmund, we must learn to do without him. This will be the last
winter of his belonging to us, as he has done.”

“Yes,” said Lady Bertram, “but I wish he was not going away. They
are all going away, I think. I wish they would stay at home.”

This wish was levelled principally at Julia, who had just applied for
permission to go to town with Maria; and as Sir Thomas thought it best
for each daughter that the permission should be granted, Lady Bertram,
though in her own good-nature she would not have prevented it, was
lamenting the change it made in the prospect of Julia’s return, which
would otherwise have taken place about this time. A great deal of good
sense followed on Sir Thomas’s side, tending to reconcile his wife to the
arrangement. Everything that a considerate parent ought to feel was
advanced for her use; and everything that an affectionate mother must
feel in promoting her children’s enjoyment was attributed to her nature.
Lady Bertram agreed to it all with a calm “Yes”; and at the end of a
quarter of an hour’s silent consideration spontaneously observed, “Sir
Thomas, I have been thinking—and I am very glad we took Fanny as
we did, for now the others are away we feel the good of it.”

Sir Thomas immediately improved this compliment by adding,
“Very true. We shew Fanny what a good girl we think her by prais-
ing her to her face, she is now a very valuable companion. If we have
been kind to ber, she is now quite as necessary to us.”

“Yes,” said Lady Bertram presently; “and it is a comfort to think
that we shall always have ber.”
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Sir Thomas paused, half smiled, glanced at his niece, and then
gravely replied, “She will never leave us, I hope, till invited to some
other home that may reasonably promise her greater happiness than
she knows here.”

“And that is not very likely to be, Sir Thomas. Who should invite
her? Maria might be very glad to see her at Sotherton now and then,
but she would not think of asking her to live there; and I am sure she is
better off here; and besides, I cannot do without her.”

The week which passed so quietly and peaceably at the great house
in Mansfield had a very different character at the Parsonage. To the
young lady, at least, in each family, it brought very different feelings.
What was tranquillity and comfort to Fanny was tediousness and vexa-
tion to Mary. Something arose from difference of disposition and habit:
one so easily satisfied, the other so unused to endure; but still more
might be imputed to difference of circumstances. In some points of
interest they were exactly opposed to each other. To Fanny’s mind, Ed-
mund’s absence was really, in its cause and its tendency, a relief. To
Mary it was every way painful. She felt the want of his society every
day, almost every hour, and was too much in want of it to derive any-
thing but irritation from considering the object for which he went. He
could not have devised anything more likely to raise his consequence
than this week’s absence, occurring as it did at the very time of her
brother’s going away, of William Price’s going too, and completing the
sort of general break-up of a party which had been so animated. She
felt it keenly. They were now a miserable trio, confined within doors by
a series of rain and snow, with nothing to do and no variety to hope for.
Angry as she was with Edmund for adhering to his own notions, and
acting on them in defiance of her (and she had been so angry that they
had hardly parted friends at the ball), she could not help thinking of
him continually when absent, dwelling on his merit and affection, and
longing again for the almost daily meetings they lately had. His absence
was unnecessarily long. He should not have planned such an absence—
he should not have left home for a week, when her own departure from
Mansfield was so near. Then she began to blame herself. She wished she
had not spoken so warmly in their last conversation. She was afraid she
had used some strong, some contemptuous expressions in speaking of
the clergy, and that should not have been. It was ill-bred; it was wrong.
She wished such words unsaid with all her heart.

Her vexation did not end with the week. All this was bad, but she
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JANE AUSTEN

I am not fishing; don’t compliment me. If I am missed, it will appear. 1
may be discovered by those who want to see me. I shall not be in any
doubtful, or distant, or unapproachable region.”

Now Fanny could not bring herself to speak, and Miss Crawford
was disappointed; for she had hoped to hear some pleasant assurance
of her power from one who she thought must know, and her spirits were
clouded again.

“The Miss Owens,” said she, soon afterwards; “suppose you were
to have one of the Miss Owens settled at Thornton Lacey; how should
you like it? Stranger things have happened. I dare say they are trying
for it. And they are quite in the light, for it would be a very pretty
establishment for them. I do not at all wonder or blame them. It is
everybody’s duty to do as well for themselves as they can. Sir Thomas
Bertram’s son is somebody; and now he is in their own line. Their
father is a clergyman, and their brother is a clergyman, and they are
all clergymen together. He is their lawful property; he fairly belongs
to them. You don’t speak, Fanny; Miss Price, you don’t speak. But
honestly now, do not you rather expect it than otherwise?”

“No,” said Fanny stoutly, “I do not expect it at all.”

“Not at all!” cried Miss Crawford with alacrity. “I wonder at that.
But I dare say you know exactly—I always imagine you are—perhaps
you do not think him likely to marry at all—or not at present.”

“No, I do not,” said Fanny softly, hoping she did not err either in
the belief or the acknowledgment of it.

Her companion looked at her keenly; and gathering greater spirit
from the blush soon produced from such a look, only said, “He is best
off as he is,” and turned the subject.

Chapter 30

Miss CRAWFORD’S uneasiness was much lightened by this conversa-
tion, and she walked home again in spirits which might have defied al-
most another week of the same small party in the same bad weather, had
they been put to the proof; but as that very evening brought her brother
down from London again in quite, or more than quite, his usual cheer-
fulness, she had nothing farther to try her own. His still refusing to tell
her what he had gone for was but the promotion of gaiety; a day before
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it might have irritated, but now it was a pleasant joke—suspected only
of concealing something planned as a pleasant surprise to herself. And
the next day did bring a surprise to her. Henry had said he should just
go and ask the Bertrams how they did, and be back in ten minutes, but
he was gone above an hour; and when his sister, who had been waiting
for him to walk with her in the garden, met him at last most impatiently
in the sweep, and cried out, “My dear Henry, where can you have been
all this time?” he had only to say that he had been sitting with Lady
Bertram and Fanny.

“Sitting with them an hour and a half!” exclaimed Mary.

But this was only the beginning of her surprise.

“Yes, Mary,” said he, drawing her arm within his, and walking
along the sweep as if not knowing where he was: “I could not get away
sooner; Fanny looked so lovely! T am quite determined, Mary. My mind
is entirely made up. Will it astonish you? No: you must be aware that I
am quite determined to marry Fanny Price.”

The surprise was now complete; for, in spite of whatever his con-
sciousness might suggest, a suspicion of his having any such views had
never entered his sister’s imagination; and she looked so truly the as-
tonishment she felt, that he was obliged to repeat what he had said,
and more fully and more solemnly. The conviction of his determination
once admitted, it was not unwelcome. There was even pleasure with the
surprise. Mary was in a state of mind to rejoice in a connexion with the
Bertram family, and to be not displeased with her brother’s marrying a
little beneath him.

“Yes, Mary,” was Henry’s concluding assurance. “I am fairly caught.
You know with what idle designs I began; but this is the end of them. I
have, I flatter myself, made no inconsiderable progress in her affections;
but my own are entirely fixed.”

“Lucky, lucky girl!” cried Mary, as soon as she could speak; “what
a match for her! My dearest Henry, this must be my first feeling; but my
second, which you shall have as sincerely, is, that I approve your choice
from my soul, and foresee your happiness as heartily as I wish and desire
it. You will have a sweet little wife; all gratitude and devotion. Exactly
what you deserve. What an amazing match for her! Mrs. Norris often
talks of her luck; what will she say now? The delight of all the family,
indeed! And she has some #rue friends in it! How they will rejoice! But
tell me all about it! Talk to me for ever. When did you begin to think
seriously about her?”
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JANE AUSTEN

of Everingham. I am sure of an excellent tenant at half a word. I could
name three people now, who would give me my own terms and thank
me.”

“Ha!” cried Mary; “settle in Northamptonshire! That is pleasant!
Then we shall be all together.”

When she had spoken it, she recollected herself, and wished it unsaid;
but there was no need of confusion; for her brother saw her only as the
supposed inmate of Mansfield parsonage, and replied but to invite her
in the kindest manner to his own house, and to claim the best right in
her.

“You must give us more than half your time,” said he. “I cannot
admit Mrs. Grant to have an equal claim with Fanny and myself, for we
shall both have a right in you. Fanny will be so truly your sister!”

Mary had only to be grateful and give general assurances; but she
was now very fully purposed to be the guest of neither brother nor sister
many months longer.

“You will divide your year between London and Northampton-
shire?”

“Yes.”

“That’s right; and in London, of course, a house of your own: no
longer with the Admiral. My dearest Henry, the advantage to you of
getting away from the Admiral before your manners are hurt by the
contagion of his, before you have contracted any of his foolish opinions,
or learned to sit over your dinner as if it were the best blessing of life!
You are not sensible of the gain, for your regard for him has blinded
you; but, in my estimation, your marrying early may be the saving of
you. To have seen you grow like the Admiral in word or deed, look or
gesture, would have broken my heart.”

“Well, well, we do not think quite alike here. The Admiral has his
faults, but he is a very good man, and has been more than a father to
me. Few fathers would have let me have my own way half so much.
You must not prejudice Fanny against him. I must have them love one
another.”

Mary refrained from saying what she felt, that there could not be
two persons in existence whose characters and manners were less ac-
cordant: time would discover it to him; but she could not help this
reflection on the Admiral. “Henry, I think so highly of Fanny Price, that
if T could suppose the next Mrs. Crawford would have half the reason
which my poor ill-used aunt had to abhor the very name, I would pre-
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vent the marriage, if possible; but I know you: I know that a wife you
loved would be the happiest of women, and that even when you ceased
to love, she would yet find in you the liberality and good-breeding of a
gentleman.”

The impossibility of not doing everything in the world to make
Fanny Price happy, or of ceasing to love Fanny Price, was of course
the groundwork of his eloquent answer.

“Had you seen her this morning, Mary,” he continued, “attend-
ing with such ineffable sweetness and patience to all the demands of
her aunt’s stupidity, working with her, and for her, her colour beauti-
fully heightened as she leant over the work, then returning to her seat
to finish a note which she was previously engaged in writing for that
stupid woman’s service, and all this with such unpretending gentleness,
so much as if it were a matter of course that she was not to have a mo-
ment at her own command, her hair arranged as neatly as it always is,
and one little curl falling forward as she wrote, which she now and then
shook back, and in the midst of all this, still speaking at intervals to me,
or listening, and as if she liked to listen, to what I said. Had you seen
her so, Mary, you would not have implied the possibility of her power
over my heart ever ceasing.”

“My dearest Henry,” cried Mary, stopping short, and smiling in his
face, “how glad I am to see you so much in love! It quite delights me.
But what will Mrs. Rushworth and Julia say?”

“I care neither what they say nor what they feel. They will now
see what sort of woman it is that can attach me, that can attach a man
of sense. I wish the discovery may do them any good. And they will
now see their cousin treated as she ought to be, and I wish they may
be heartily ashamed of their own abominable neglect and unkindness.
They will be angry,” he added, after a moment’s silence, and in a cooler
tone; “Mrs. Rushworth will be very angry. It will be a bitter pill to
her; that is, like other bitter pills, it will have two moments’ ill flavour,
and then be swallowed and forgotten; for I am not such a coxcomb as
to suppose her feelings more lasting than other women’s, though I was
the object of them. Yes, Mary, my Fanny will feel a difference indeed: a
daily, hourly difference, in the behaviour of every being who approaches
her; and it will be the completion of my happiness to know that T am
the doer of it, that I am the person to give the consequence so justly her
due. Now she is dependent, helpless, friendless, neglected, forgotten.”

“Nay, Henry, not by all; not forgotten by all; not friendless or for-
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JANE AUSTEN

His last journey to London had been undertaken with no other view
than that of introducing her brother in Hill Street, and prevailing on
the Admiral to exert whatever interest he might have for getting him on.
This had been his business. He had communicated it to no creature: he
had not breathed a syllable of it even to Mary; while uncertain of the
issue, he could not have borne any participation of his feelings, but this
had been his business; and he spoke with such a glow of what his so-
licitude had been, and used such strong expressions, was so abounding
in the deepest interest, in twofold motives, in views and wishes more
than could be told, that Fanny could not have remained insensible of
his drift, had she been able to attend; but her heart was so full and her
senses still so astonished, that she could listen but imperfectly even to
what he told her of William, and saying only when he paused, “How
kind! how very kind! Oh, Mr. Crawford, we are infinitely obliged to
you! Dearest, dearest William!” She jumped up and moved in haste
towards the door, crying out, “I will go to my uncle. My uncle ought
to know it as soon as possible.” But this could not be suffered. The op-
portunity was too fair, and his feelings too impatient. He was after her
immediately. “She must not go, she must allow him five minutes longer,”
and he took her hand and led her back to her seat, and was in the mid-
dle of his farther explanation, before she had suspected for what she
was detained. When she did understand it, however, and found herself
expected to believe that she had created sensations which his heart had
never known before, and that everything he had done for William was
to be placed to the account of his excessive and unequalled attachment
to her, she was exceedingly distressed, and for some moments unable to
speak. She considered it all as nonsense, as mere trifling and gallantry,
which meant only to deceive for the hour; she could not but feel that it
was treating her improperly and unworthily, and in such a way as she
had not deserved; but it was like himself, and entirely of a piece with
what she had seen before; and she would not allow herself to shew half
the displeasure she felt, because he had been conferring an obligation,
which no want of delicacy on his part could make a trifle to her. While
her heart was still bounding with joy and gratitude on William’s behalf,
she could not be severely resentful of anything that injured only herself;
and after having twice drawn back her hand, and twice attempted in
vain to turn away from him, she got up, and said only, with much agita-
tion, “Don’t, Mr. Crawford, pray don’t! I beg you would not. This is a
sort of talking which is very unpleasant to me. I must go away. I cannot
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bear it.” But he was still talking on, describing his affection, soliciting a
return, and, finally, in words so plain as to bear but one meaning even
to her, offering himself, hand, fortune, everything, to her acceptance. It
was so; he had said it. Her astonishment and confusion increased; and
though still not knowing how to suppose him serious, she could hardly
stand. He pressed for an answer.

“No, no, no!” she cried, hiding her face. “This is all nonsense. Do
not distress me. I can hear no more of this. Your kindness to William
makes me more obliged to you than words can express; but I do not
want, I cannot bear, I must not listen to such—No, no, don’t think of
me. But you are not thinking of me. I know it is all nothing.”

She had burst away from him, and at that moment Sir Thomas was
heard speaking to a servant in his way towards the room they were in.
It was no time for farther assurances or entreaty, though to part with
her at a moment when her modesty alone seemed, to his sanguine and
preassured mind, to stand in the way of the happiness he sought, was
a cruel necessity. She rushed out at an opposite door from the one her
uncle was approaching, and was walking up and down the East room ill
the utmost confusion of contrary feeling, before Sir Thomas’s politeness
or apologies were over, or he had reached the beginning of the joyful
intelligence which his visitor came to communicate.

She was feeling, thinking, trembling about everything; agitated,
happy, miserable, infinitely obliged, absolutely angry. It was all beyond
belief! He was inexcusable, incomprehensible! But such were his habits
that he could do nothing without a mixture of evil. He had previously
made her the happiest of human beings, and now he had insulted—she
knew not what to say, how to class, or how to regard it. She would not
have him be serious, and yet what could excuse the use of such words
and offers, if they meant but to trifle?

But William was a lieutenant. That was a fact beyond a doubt, and
without an alloy. She would think of it for ever and forget all the rest.
Mr. Crawford would certainly never address her so again: he must have
seen how unwelcome it was to her; and in that case, how gratefully she
could esteem him for his friendship to William!

She would not stir farther from the East room than the head of the
great staircase, till she had satisfied herself of Mr. Crawford’s having left
the house; but when convinced of his being gone, she was eager to go
down and be with her uncle, and have all the happiness of his joy as
well as her own, and all the benefit of his information or his conjectures
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JANE AUSTEN

believe what a sum they cost Sir Thomas every year, to say nothing of
what I do for them.”

“Very true, sister, as you say. But, poor things! they cannot help
it; and you know it makes very little difference to Sir Thomas. Fanny,
William must not forget my shawl if he goes to the East Indies; and I
shall give him a commission for anything else that is worth having. I
wish he may go to the East Indies, that I may have my shawl. I think I
will have two shawls, Fanny.”

Fanny, meanwhile, speaking only when she could not help it, was
very earnestly trying to understand what Mr. and Miss Crawford were
at. There was everything in the world against their being serious but
his words and manner. Everything natural, probable, reasonable, was
against it; all their habits and ways of thinking, and all her own demer-
its. How could she have excited serious attachment in a man who had
seen so many, and been admired by so many, and flirted with so many,
infinitely her superiors; who seemed so little open to serious impressions,
even where pains had been taken to please him; who thought so slightly,
so carelessly, so unfeelingly on all such points; who was everything to ev-
erybody, and seemed to find no one essential to him? And farther, how
could it be supposed that his sister, with all her high and worldly no-
tions of matrimony, would be forwarding anything of a serious nature
in such a quarter? Nothing could be more unnatural in either. Fanny
was ashamed of her own doubts. Everything might be possible rather
than serious attachment, or serious approbation of it toward her. She
had quite convinced herself of this before Sir Thomas and Mr. Craw-
ford joined them. The difficulty was in maintaining the conviction quite
so absolutely after Mr. Crawford was in the room; for once or twice a
look seemed forced on her which she did not know how to class among
the common meaning; in any other man, at least, she would have said
that it meant something very earnest, very pointed. But she still tried to
believe it no more than what he might often have expressed towards her
cousins and fifty other women.

She thought he was wishing to speak to her unheard by the rest. She
fancied he was trying for it the whole evening at intervals, whenever Sir
Thomas was out of the room, or at all engaged with Mrs. Norris, and
she carefully refused him every opportunity.

At last—it seemed an at last to Fanny’s nervousness, though not
remarkably late—he began to talk of going away; but the comfort of
the sound was impaired by his turning to her the next moment, and
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saying, “Have you nothing to send to Mary? No answer to her note?
She will be disappointed if she receives nothing from you. Pray write to
her, if it be only a line.”

“Oh yes! certainly,” cried Fanny, rising in haste, the haste of embar-
rassment and of wanting to get away—*“I will write directly.”

She went accordingly to the table, where she was in the habit of writ-
ing for her aunt, and prepared her materials without knowing what in
the world to say. She had read Miss Crawford’s note only once, and
how to reply to anything so imperfectly understood was most distress-
ing. Quite unpractised in such sort of note-writing, had there been time
for scruples and fears as to style she would have felt them in abundance:
but something must be instantly written; and with only one decided feel-
ing, that of wishing not to appear to think anything really intended, she
wrote thus, in great trembling both of spirits and hand—

“I am very much obliged to you, my dear Miss Crawford, for your
kind congratulations, as far as they relate to my dearest William. The
rest of your note I know means nothing; but I am so unequal to anything
of the sort, that I hope you will excuse my begging you to take no
farther notice. I have seen too much of Mr. Crawford not to understand
his manners; if he understood me as well, he would, I dare say, behave
differently. I do not know what I write, but it would be a great favour
of you never to mention the subject again. With thanks for the honour
of your note, I remain, dear Miss Crawford, etc., etc.”

The conclusion was scarcely intelligible from increasing fright, for
she found that Mr. Crawford, under pretence of receiving the note, was
coming towards her.

“You cannot think I mean to hurry you,” said he, in an undervoice,
perceiving the amazing trepidation with which she made up the note,
“you cannot think I have any such object. Do not hurry yourself, I
entreat.”

“Oh! I thank you; I have quite done, just done; it will be ready in
a moment; I am very much obliged to you; if you will be so good as to
give that to Miss Crawford.”

The note was held out, and must be taken; and as she instantly and
with averted eyes walked towards the fireplace, where sat the others, he
had nothing to do but to go in good earnest.

Fanny thought she had never known a day of greater agitation, both
of pain and pleasure; but happily the pleasure was not of a sort to die
with the day; for every day would restore the knowledge of William’s
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JANE AUSTEN

that every advantage of affluence will be doubled by the little privations
and restrictions that may have been imposed. I am sure you will not
disappoint my opinion of you, by failing at any time to treat your aunt
Norris with the respect and attention that are due to her. But enough of
this. Sit down, my dear. I must speak to you for a few minutes, but I
will not detain you long.”

Fanny obeyed, with eyes cast down and colour rising. After a mo-
ment’s pause, Sir Thomas, trying to suppress a smile, went on.

“You are not aware, perhaps, that I have had a visitor this morn-
ing. I had not been long in my own room, after breakfast, when Mr.
Crawford was shewn in. His errand you may probably conjecture.”

Fanny’s colour grew deeper and deeper; and her uncle, perceiving
that she was embarrassed to a degree that made either speaking or look-
ing up quite impossible, turned away his own eyes, and without any
farther pause proceeded in his account of Mr. Crawford’s visit.

Mr. Crawford’s business had been to declare himself the lover of
Fanny, make decided proposals for her, and entreat the sanction of the
uncle, who seemed to stand in the place of her parents; and he had done
it all so well, so openly, so liberally, so properly, that Sir Thomas, feel-
ing, moreover, his own replies, and his own remarks to have been very
much to the purpose, was exceedingly happy to give the particulars of
their conversation; and little aware of what was passing in his niece’s
mind, conceived that by such details he must be gratifying her far more
than himself. He talked, therefore, for several minutes without Fanny’s
daring to interrupt him. She had hardly even attained the wish to do
it. Her mind was in too much confusion. She had changed her position;
and, with her eyes fixed intently on one of the windows, was listening
to her uncle in the utmost perturbation and dismay. For a moment he
ceased, but she had barely become conscious of it, when, rising from
his chair, he said, “And now, Fanny, having performed one part of my
commission, and shewn you everything placed on a basis the most as-
sured and satisfactory,  may execute the remainder by prevailing on you
to accompany me downstairs, where, though I cannot but presume on
having been no unacceptable companion myself, I must submit to your
finding one still better worth listening to. Mr. Crawford, as you have
perhaps foreseen, is yet in the house. He is in my room, and hoping to
see you there.”

There was a look, a start, an exclamation on hearing this, which
astonished Sir Thomas; but what was his increase of astonishment on
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hearing her exclaim—“Oh! no, sir, I cannot, indeed I cannot go down
to him. Mr. Crawford ought to know—he must know that: I told him
enough yesterday to convince him; he spoke to me on this subject yes-
terday, and I told him without disguise that it was very disagreeable to
me, and quite out of my power to return his good opinion.”

“I do not catch your meaning,” said Sir Thomas, sitting down again.
“Qut of your power to return his good opinion? What is all this? T know
he spoke to you yesterday, and (as far as I understand) received as much
encouragement to proceed as a well-judging young woman could permit
herself to give. I was very much pleased with what I collected to have
been your behaviour on the occasion; it shewed a discretion highly to
be commended. But now, when he has made his overtures so properly,
and honourably—what are your scruples now?”

“You are mistaken, sir,” cried Fanny, forced by the anxiety of the mo-
ment even to tell her uncle that he was wrong; “you are quite mistaken.
How could Mr. Crawford say such a thing? I gave him no encourage-
ment yesterday. On the contrary, I told him, I cannot recollect my exact
words, but I am sure I told him that I would not listen to him, that it
was very unpleasant to me in every respect, and that I begged him never
to talk to me in that manner again. I am sure I said as much as that and
more; and I should have said still more, if I had been quite certain of his
meaning anything seriously; but I did not like to be, I could not bear to
be, imputing more than might be intended. I thought it might all pass
for nothing with him.”

She could say no more; her breath was almost gone.

“Am I to understand,” said Sir Thomas, after a few moments’ si-
lence, “that you mean to refuse Mr. Crawford?”

“Yes, sir.”

“Refuse him?”

“Yes, sir.”

“Refuse Mr. Crawford! Upon what plea? For what reason?”

“I—I cannot like him, sir, well enough to marry him.”

“This is very strange!” said Sir Thomas, in a voice of calm displea-
sure. “There is something in this which my comprehension does not
reach. Here is a young man wishing to pay his addresses to you, with
everything to recommend him: not merely situation in life, fortune, and
character, but with more than common agreeableness, with address and
conversation pleasing to everybody. And he is not an acquaintance of
to-day; you have now known him some time. His sister, moreover, is
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JANE AUSTEN

eration or deference for those who have surely some right to guide you,
without even asking their advice. You have shewn yourself very, very
different from anything that I had imagined. The advantage or disad-
vantage of your family, of your parents, your brothers and sisters, never
seems to have had a moment’s share in your thoughts on this occasion.
How they might be benefited, how they must rejoice in such an estab-
lishment for you, is nothing to you. You think only of yourself, and
because you do not feel for Mr. Crawford exactly what a young heated
fancy imagines to be necessary for happiness, you resolve to refuse him
at once, without wishing even for a little time to consider of it, a little
more time for cool consideration, and for really examining your own in-
clinations; and are, in a wild fit of folly, throwing away from you such
an opportunity of being settled in life, eligibly, honourably, nobly set-
tled, as will, probably, never occur to you again. Here is a young man
of sense, of character, of temper, of manners, and of fortune, exceed-
ingly attached to you, and seeking your hand in the most handsome
and disinterested way; and let me tell you, Fanny, that you may live
eighteen years longer in the world without being addressed by a man of
half Mr. Crawford’s estate, or a tenth part of his merits. Gladly would I
have bestowed either of my own daughters on him. Maria is nobly mar-
ried; but had Mr. Crawford sought Julia’s hand, I should have given it
to him with superior and more heartfelt satisfaction than I gave Maria’s
to Mr. Rushworth.” After half a moment’s pause: “And I should have
been very much surprised had either of my daughters, on receiving a
proposal of marriage at any time which might carry with it only half
the eligibility of this, immediately and peremptorily, and without pay-
ing my opinion or my regard the compliment of any consultation, put
a decided negative on it. I should have been much surprised and much
hurt by such a proceeding. I should have thought it a gross violation of
duty and respect. You are not to be judged by the same rule. You do
not owe me the duty of a child. But, Fanny, if your heart can acquit you
of ingratitude—>

He ceased. Fanny was by this time crying so bitterly that, angry as he
was, he would not press that article farther. Her heart was almost broke
by such a picture of what she appeared to him; by such accusations, so
heavy, so multiplied, so rising in dreadful gradation! Self-willed, obsti-
nate, selfish, and ungrateful. He thought her all this. She had deceived
his expectations; she had lost his good opinion. What was to become of
her?
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“I am very sorry,” said she inarticulately, through her tears, “I am
very sorry indeed.”

“Sorry! yes, I hope you are sorry; and you will probably have reason
to be long sorry for this day’s transactions.”

“If it were possible for me to do otherwise” said she, with another
strong effort; “but I am so perfectly convinced that I could never make
him happy, and that I should be miserable myself.”

Another burst of tears; but in spite of that burst, and in spite of that
great black word miserable, which served to introduce it, Sir Thomas
began to think a little relenting, a little change of inclination, might have
something to do with it; and to augur favourably from the personal
entreaty of the young man himself. He knew her to be very timid, and
exceedingly nervous; and thought it not improbable that her mind might
be in such a state as a little time, a little pressing, a little patience, and
a little impatience, a judicious mixture of all on the lover’s side, might
work their usual effect on. If the gentleman would but persevere, if he
had but love enough to persevere, Sir Thomas began to have hopes; and
these reflections having passed across his mind and cheered it, “Well,”
said he, in a tone of becoming gravity, but of less anger, “well, child,
dry up your tears. There is no use in these tears; they can do no good.
You must now come downstairs with me. Mr. Crawford has been kept
waiting too long already. You must give him your own answer: we
cannot expect him to be satisfied with less; and you only can explain
to him the grounds of that misconception of your sentiments, which,
unfortunately for himself, he certainly has imbibed. I am totally unequal
to it.”

But Fanny shewed such reluctance, such misery, at the idea of going
down to him, that Sir Thomas, after a little consideration, judged it bet-
ter to indulge her. His hopes from both gentleman and lady suffered a
small depression in consequence; but when he looked at his niece, and
saw the state of feature and complexion which her crying had brought
her into, he thought there might be as much lost as gained by an imme-
diate interview. With a few words, therefore, of no particular meaning,
he walked off by himself, leaving his poor niece to sit and cry over what
had passed, with very wretched feelings.

Her mind was all disorder. The past, present, future, everything was
terrible. But her uncle’s anger gave her the severest pain of all. Selfish
and ungrateful! to have appeared so to him! She was miserable for ever.
She had no one to take her part, to counsel, or speak for her. Her only
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JANE AUSTEN

there is a something about Fanny, I have often observed it before—she
likes to go her own way to work; she does not like to be dictated to;
she takes her own independent walk whenever she can; she certainly
has a little spirit of secrecy, and independence, and nonsense, about her,
which I would advise her to get the better of.”

As a general reflection on Fanny, Sir Thomas thought nothing could
be more unjust, though he had been so lately expressing the same sen-
timents himself, and he tried to turn the conversation: tried repeatedly
before he could succeed; for Mrs. Norris had not discernment enough
to perceive, either now, or at any other time, to what degree he thought
well of his niece, or how very far he was from wishing to have his own
children’s merits set off by the depreciation of hers. She was talking az
Fanny, and resenting this private walk half through the dinner.

It was over, however, at last; and the evening set in with more com-
posure to Fanny, and more cheerfulness of spirits than she could have
hoped for after so stormy a morning; but she trusted, in the first place,
that she had done right: that her judgment had not misled her. For the
purity of her intentions she could answer; and she was willing to hope,
secondly, that her uncle’s displeasure was abating, and would abate far-
ther as he considered the matter with more impartiality, and felt, as a
good man must feel, how wretched, and how unpardonable, how hope-
less, and how wicked it was to marry without affection.

When the meeting with which she was threatened for the morrow
was past, she could not but flatter herself that the subject would be
finally concluded, and Mr. Crawford once gone from Mansfield, that
everything would soon be as if no such subject had existed. She would
not, could not believe, that Mr. Crawford’s affection for her could dis-
tress him long; his mind was not of that sort. London would soon bring
its cure. In London he would soon learn to wonder at his infatuation,
and be thankful for the right reason in her which had saved him from
its evil consequences.

While Fanny’s mind was engaged in these sort of hopes, her uncle
was, soon after tea, called out of the room; an occurrence too common
to strike her, and she thought nothing of it till the butler reappeared ten
minutes afterwards, and advancing decidedly towards herself, said, “Sir
Thomas wishes to speak with you, ma’am, in his own room.” Then it
occurred to her what might be going on; a suspicion rushed over her
mind which drove the colour from her cheeks; but instantly rising, she
was preparing to obey, when Mrs. Norris called out, “Stay, stay, Fanny!
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what are you about? where are you going? don’t be in such a hurry.
Depend upon it, it is not you who are wanted; depend upon it, it is
me” (looking at the butler); “but you are so very eager to put yourself
forward. What should Sir Thomas want you for? It is me, Baddeley,
you mean; I am coming this moment. You mean me, Baddeley, I am
sure; Sir Thomas wants me, not Miss Price.”

But Baddeley was stout. “No, ma’am, it is Miss Price; I am certain
of its being Miss Price.” And there was a half-smile with the words,
which meant, “I do not think you would answer the purpose at all.”

Mrs. Norris, much discontented, was obliged to compose herself to
work again; and Fanny, walking off in agitating consciousness, found
herself, as she anticipated, in another minute alone with Mr. Crawford.

Chapter 33

THE CONFERENCE was neither so short nor so conclusive as the lady
had designed. The gentleman was not so easily satisfied. He had all
the disposition to persevere that Sir Thomas could wish him. He had
vanity, which strongly inclined him in the first place to think she did
love him, though she might not know it herself; and which, secondly,
when constrained at last to admit that she did know her own present
feelings, convinced him that he should be able in time to make those
feelings what he wished.

He was in love, very much in love; and it was a love which, operating
on an active, sanguine spirit, of more warmth than delicacy, made her
affection appear of greater consequence because it was withheld, and
determined him to have the glory, as well as the felicity, of forcing her
to love him.

He would not despair: he would not desist. He had every well-
grounded reason for solid attachment; he knew her to have all the worth
that could justify the warmest hopes of lasting happiness with her; her
conduct at this very time, by speaking the disinterestedness and delicacy
of her character (qualities which he believed most rare indeed), was of
a sort to heighten all his wishes, and confirm all his resolutions. He
knew not that he had a pre-engaged heart to attack. Of that he had no
suspicion. He considered her rather as one who had never thought on
the subject enough to be in danger; who had been guarded by youth, a
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JANE AUSTEN

Sir Thomas was obliged, or obliged himself, to wait till the morrow
for a knowledge of what had passed between the young people. He then
saw Mr. Crawford, and received his account. The first feeling was dis-
appointment: he had hoped better things; he had thought that an hour’s
entreaty from a young man like Crawford could not have worked so
little change on a gentle-tempered girl like Fanny; but there was speedy
comfort in the determined views and sanguine perseverance of the lover;
and when seeing such confidence of success in the principal, Sir Thomas
was soon able to depend on it himself.

Nothing was omitted, on his side, of civility, compliment, or kind-
ness, that might assist the plan. Mr. Crawford’s steadiness was hon-
oured, and Fanny was praised, and the connexion was still the most
desirable in the world. At Mansfield Park Mr. Crawford would always
be welcome; he had only to consult his own judgment and feelings as to
the frequency of his visits, at present or in future. In all his niece’s fam-
ily and friends, there could be but one opinion, one wish on the subject;
the influence of all who loved her must incline one way.

Everything was said that could encourage, every encouragement re-
ceived with grateful joy, and the gentlemen parted the best of friends.

Satisfied that the cause was now on a footing the most proper and
hopeful, Sir Thomas resolved to abstain from all farther importunity
with his niece, and to shew no open interference. Upon her disposition
he believed kindness might be the best way of working. Entreaty should
be from one quarter only. The forbearance of her family on a point,
respecting which she could be in no doubt of their wishes, might be
their surest means of forwarding it. Accordingly, on this principle, Sir
Thomas took the first opportunity of saying to her, with a mild gravity,
intended to be overcoming, “Well, Fanny, I have seen Mr. Crawford
again, and learn from him exactly how matters stand between you. He
is a most extraordinary young man, and whatever be the event, you
must feel that you have created an attachment of no common charac-
ter; though, young as you are, and little acquainted with the transient,
varying, unsteady nature of love, as it generally exists, you cannot be
struck as I am with all that is wonderful in a perseverance of this sort
against discouragement. With him it is entirely a matter of feeling: he
claims no merit in it; perhaps is entitled to none. Yet, having chosen so
well, his constancy has a respectable stamp. Had his choice been less
unexceptionable, I should have condemned his persevering.”

“Indeed, sir,” said Fanny, “I am very sorry that Mr. Crawford should
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continue to know that it is paying me a very great compliment, and I
feel most undeservedly honoured; but I am so perfectly convinced, and
I have told him so, that it never will be in my power—>

“My dear,” interrupted Sir Thomas, “there is no occasion for this.
Your feelings are as well known to me as my wishes and regrets must
be to you. There is nothing more to be said or done. From this hour
the subject is never to be revived between us. You will have nothing to
fear, or to be agitated about. You cannot suppose me capable of trying
to persuade you to marry against your inclinations. Your happiness and
advantage are all that I have in view, and nothing is required of you
but to bear with Mr. Crawford’s endeavours to convince you that they
may not be incompatible with his. He proceeds at his own risk. You
are on safe ground. I have engaged for your seeing him whenever he
calls, as you might have done had nothing of this sort occurred. You
will see him with the rest of us, in the same manner, and, as much as
you can, dismissing the recollection of everything unpleasant. He leaves
Northamptonshire so soon, that even this slight sacrifice cannot be often
demanded. The future must be very uncertain. And now, my dear Fanny,
this subject is closed between us.”

The promised departure was all that Fanny could think of with much
satisfaction. Her uncle’s kind expressions, however, and forbearing man-
ner, were sensibly felt; and when she considered how much of the truth
was unknown to him, she believed she had no right to wonder at the
line of conduct he pursued. He, who had married a daughter to Mr.
Rushworth: romantic delicacy was certainly not to be expected from
him. She must do her duty, and trust that time might make her duty
easier than it now was.

She could not, though only eighteen, suppose Mr. Crawford’s attach-
ment would hold out for ever; she could not but imagine that steady,
unceasing discouragement from herself would put an end to it in time.
How much time she might, in her own fancy, allot for its dominion, is
another concern. It would not be fair to inquire into a young lady’s
exact estimate of her own perfections.

In spite of his intended silence, Sir Thomas found himself once more
obliged to mention the subject to his niece, to prepare her briefly for
its being imparted to her aunts; a measure which he would still have
avoided, if possible, but which became necessary from the totally op-
posite feelings of Mr. Crawford as to any secrecy of proceeding. He
had no idea of concealment. It was all known at the Parsonage, where
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JANE AUSTEN

for, had he expected to see her. Coming as he did from such a purport
fulfilled as had taken him away, he would have expected anything rather
than a look of satisfaction, and words of simple, pleasant meaning. It
was enough to set his heart in a glow, and to bring him home in the
properest state for feeling the full value of the other joyful surprises at
hand.

William’s promotion, with all its particulars, he was soon master of;
and with such a secret provision of comfort within his own breast to
help the joy, he found in it a source of most gratifying sensation and
unvarying cheerfulness all dinner-time.

After dinner, when he and his father were alone, he had Fanny’s
history; and then all the great events of the last fortnight, and the present
situation of matters at Mansfield were known to him.

Fanny suspected what was going on. They sat so much longer than
usual in the dining-parlour, that she was sure they must be talking of
her; and when tea at last brought them away, and she was to be seen
by Edmund again, she felt dreadfully guilty. He came to her, sat down
by her, took her hand, and pressed it kindly; and at that moment she
thought that, but for the occupation and the scene which the tea-things
afforded, she must have betrayed her emotion in some unpardonable
excess.

He was not intending, however, by such action, to be conveying to
her that unqualified approbation and encouragement which her hopes
drew from it. It was designed only to express his participation in all that
interested her, and to tell her that he had been hearing what quickened
every feeling of affection. He was, in fact, entirely on his father’s side of
the question. His surprise was not so great as his father’s at her refusing
Crawford, because, so far from supposing her to consider him with
anything like a preference, he had always believed it to be rather the
reverse, and could imagine her to be taken perfectly unprepared, but Sir
Thomas could not regard the connexion as more desirable than he did.
It had every recommendation to him; and while honouring her for what
she had done under the influence of her present indifference, honouring
her in rather stronger terms than Sir Thomas could quite echo, he was
most earnest in hoping, and sanguine in believing, that it would be a
match at last, and that, united by mutual affection, it would appear that
their dispositions were as exactly fitted to make them blessed in each
other, as he was now beginning seriously to consider them. Crawford
had been too precipitate. He had not given her time to attach herself.
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He had begun at the wrong end. With such powers as his, however,
and such a disposition as hers, Edmund trusted that everything would
work out a happy conclusion. Meanwhile, he saw enough of Fanny’s
embarrassment to make him scrupulously guard against exciting it a
second time, by any word, or look, or movement.

Crawford called the next day, and on the score of Edmund’s return,
Sir Thomas felt himself more than licensed to ask him to stay dinner;
it was really a necessary compliment. He staid of course, and Edmund
had then ample opportunity for observing how he sped with Fanny, and
what degree of immediate encouragement for him might be extracted
from her manners; and it was so little, so very, very little—every chance,
every possibility of it, resting upon her embarrassment only; if there was
not hope in her confusion, there was hope in nothing else—that he was
almost ready to wonder at his friend’s perseverance. Fanny was worth
it all; he held her to be worth every effort of patience, every exertion
of mind, but he did not think he could have gone on himself with any
woman breathing, without something more to warm his courage than
his eyes could discern in hers. He was very willing to hope that Craw-
ford saw clearer, and this was the most comfortable conclusion for his
friend that he could come to from all that he observed to pass before,
and at, and after dinner.

In the evening a few circumstances occurred which he thought more
promising. When he and Crawford walked into the drawing-room, his
mother and Fanny were sitting as intently and silently at work as if
there were nothing else to care for. Edmund could not help noticing
their apparently deep tranquillity.

“We have not been so silent all the time,” replied his mother. “Fanny
has been reading to me, and only put the book down upon hearing you
coming.” And sure enough there was a book on the table which had the
air of being very recently closed: a volume of Shakespeare. “She often
reads to me out of those books; and she was in the middle of a very fine
speech of that man’s—what’s his name, Fanny?—when we heard your
footsteps.”

Crawford took the volume. “Let me have the pleasure of finishing
that speech to your ladyship,” said he. “I'shall find it immediately.” And
by carefully giving way to the inclination of the leaves, he did find it, or
within a page or two, quite near enough to satisfy Lady Bertram, who
assured him, as soon as he mentioned the name of Cardinal Wolsey, that
he had got the very speech. Not a look or an offer of help had Fanny
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to the necessity of reading aloud, which had fallen within their notice,
giving instances of blunders, and failures with their secondary causes,
the want of management of the voice, of proper modulation and empha-
sis, of foresight and judgment, all proceeding from the first cause: want
of early attention and habit; and Fanny was listening again with great
entertainment.

“Even in my profession,” said Edmund, with a smile, “how little
the art of reading has been studied! how little a clear manner, and
good delivery, have been attended to! I speak rather of the past, how-
ever, than the present. There is now a spirit of improvement abroad;
but among those who were ordained twenty, thirty, forty years ago, the
larger number, to judge by their performance, must have thought read-
ing was reading, and preaching was preaching. It is different now. The
subject is more justly considered. It is felt that distinctness and energy
may have weight in recommending the most solid truths; and besides,
there is more general observation and taste, a more critical knowledge
diffused than formerly; in every congregation there is a larger propor-
tion who know a little of the matter, and who can judge and criticise.”

Edmund had already gone through the service once since his ordina-
tion; and upon this being understood, he had a variety of questions from
Crawford as to his feelings and success; questions, which being made,
though with the vivacity of friendly interest and quick taste, without
any touch of that spirit of banter or air of levity which Edmund knew
to be most offensive to Fanny, he had true pleasure in satisfying; and
when Crawford proceeded to ask his opinion and give his own as to the
properest manner in which particular passages in the service should be
delivered, shewing it to be a subject on which he had thought before,
and thought with judgment, Edmund was still more and more pleased.
This would be the way to Fanny’s heart. She was not to be won by all
that gallantry and wit and good-nature together could doj; or, at least,
she would not be won by them nearly so soon, without the assistance
of sentiment and feeling, and seriousness on serious subjects.

“Qur liturgy,” observed Crawford, “has beauties, which not even
a careless, slovenly style of reading can destroy; but it has also redun-
dancies and repetitions which require good reading not to be felt. For
myself, at least, I must confess being not always so attentive as I ought
to be” (here was a glance at Fanny); “that nineteen times out of twenty
I am thinking how such a prayer ought to be read, and longing to have
it to read myself. Did you speak?” stepping eagerly to Fanny, and ad-
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dressing her in a softened voice; and upon her saying “No,” he added,
“Are you sure you did not speak? I saw your lips move. I fancied you
might be going to tell me I ought to be more attentive, and not allow
my thoughts to wander. Are not you going to tell me so?”

“No, indeed, you know your duty too well for me to—even
supposing—"”

She stopt, felt herself getting into a puzzle, and could not be pre-
vailed on to add another word, not by dint of several minutes of suppli-
cation and waiting. He then returned to his former station, and went
on as if there had been no such tender interruption.

“A sermon, well delivered, is more uncommon even than prayers
well read. A sermon, good in itself, is no rare thing. It is more diffi-
cult to speak well than to compose well; that is, the rules and trick of
composition are oftener an object of study. A thoroughly good sermon,
thoroughly well delivered, is a capital gratification. I can never hear
such a one without the greatest admiration and respect, and more than
half a mind to take orders and preach myself. There is something in the
eloquence of the pulpit, when it is really eloquence, which is entitled to
the highest praise and honour. The preacher who can touch and affect
such an heterogeneous mass of hearers, on subjects limited, and long
worn threadbare in all common hands; who can say anything new or
striking, anything that rouses the attention without offending the taste,
or wearing out the feelings of his hearers, is a man whom one could not,
in his public capacity, honour enough. I should like to be such a man.”

Edmund laughed.

“I should indeed. I never listened to a distinguished preacher in my
life without a sort of envy. But then, I must have a London audience.
I could not preach but to the educated; to those who were capable of
estimating my composition. And I do not know that I should be fond
of preaching often; now and then, perhaps once or twice in the spring,
after being anxiously expected for half a dozen Sundays together; but
not for a constancy; it would not do for a constancy.”

Here Fanny, who could not but listen, involuntarily shook her head,
and Crawford was instantly by her side again, entreating to know her
meaning; and as Edmund perceived, by his drawing in a chair, and sit-
ting down close by her, that it was to be a very thorough attack, that
looks and undertones were to be well tried, he sank as quietly as pos-
sible into a corner, turned his back, and took up a newspaper, very
sincerely wishing that dear little Fanny might be persuaded into explain-
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JANE AUSTEN

cake-bearers, made its appearance, and delivered her from a grievous
imprisonment of body and mind. Mr. Crawford was obliged to move.
She was at liberty, she was busy, she was protected.

Edmund was not sorry to be admitted again among the number of
those who might speak and hear. But though the conference had seemed
full long to him, and though on looking at Fanny he saw rather a flush
of vexation, he inclined to hope that so much could not have been said
and listened to without some profit to the speaker.

Chapter 35

EDMUND had determined that it belonged entirely to Fanny to chuse
whether her situation with regard to Crawford should be mentioned
between them or not; and that if she did not lead the way, it should
never be touched on by him; but after a day or two of mutual reserve, he
was induced by his father to change his mind, and try what his influence
might do for his friend.

A day, and a very early day, was actually fixed for the Crawfords’
departure; and Sir Thomas thought it might be as well to make one
more effort for the young man before he left Mansfield, that all his
professions and vows of unshaken attachment might have as much hope
to sustain them as possible.

Sir Thomas was most cordially anxious for the perfection of Mr.
Crawford’s character in that point. He wished him to be a model of
constancy; and fancied the best means of effecting it would be by not
trying him too long.

Edmund was not unwilling to be persuaded to engage in the business;
he wanted to know Fanny’s feelings. She had been used to consult him
in every difficulty, and he loved her too well to bear to be denied her
confidence now; he hoped to be of service to her, he thought he must
be of service to her; whom else had she to open her heart to? If she
did not need counsel, she must need the comfort of communication.
Fanny estranged from him, silent and reserved, was an unnatural state
of things; a state which he must break through, and which he could
easily learn to think she was wanting him to break through.

“I will speak to her, sir: I will take the first opportunity of speaking
to her alone,” was the result of such thoughts as these; and upon Sir
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Thomas’s information of her being at that very time walking alone in
the shrubbery, he instantly joined her.

“I am come to walk with you, Fanny,” said he. “Shall I?” Drawing
her arm within his. “It is a long while since we have had a comfortable
walk together.”

She assented to it all rather by look than word. Her spirits were low.

“But, Fanny,” he presently added, “in order to have a comfortable
walk, something more is necessary than merely pacing this gravel to-
gether. You must talk to me. I know you have something on your mind.
I know what you are thinking of. You cannot suppose me uninformed.
Am I to hear of it from everybody but Fanny herself?”

Fanny, at once agitated and dejected, replied, “If you hear of it from
everybody, cousin, there can be nothing for me to tell.”

“Not of facts, perhaps; but of feelings, Fanny. No one but you can
tell me them. I do not mean to press you, however. If it is not what you
wish yourself, I have done. I had thought it might be a relief.”

“I am afraid we think too differently for me to find any relief in
talking of what I feel.”

“Do you suppose that we think differently? T have no idea of it. I
dare say that, on a comparison of our opinions, they would be found
as much alike as they have been used to be: to the point—I consider
Crawford’s proposals as most advantageous and desirable, if you could
return his affection. I consider it as most natural that all your family
should wish you could return it; but that, as you cannot, you have done
exactly as you ought in refusing him. Can there be any disagreement
between us here?”

“Oh no! But I thought you blamed me. I thought you were against
me. This is such a comfort!”

“This comfort you might have had sooner, Fanny, had you sought it.
But how could you possibly suppose me against you? How could you
imagine me an advocate for marriage without love? Were I even careless
in general on such matters, how could you imagine me so where your
happiness was at stake?”

“My uncle thought me wrong, and I knew he had been talking to
you.”

“As far as you have gone, Fanny, I think you perfectly right. I may
be sorry, I may be surprised—though hardly #hat, for you had not had
time to attach yourself—but I think you perfectly right. Can it admit
of a question? It is disgraceful to us if it does. You did not love him;
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at the time of the play, I received an impression which will never be got
over.”

“My dear Fanny,” replied Edmund, scarcely hearing her to the end,
“let us not, any of us, be judged by what we appeared at that period of
general folly. The time of the play is a time which I hate to recollect.
Maria was wrong, Crawford was wrong, we were all wrong together;
but none so wrong as myself. Compared with me, all the rest were
blameless. I was playing the fool with my eyes open.”

“As a bystander,” said Fanny, “perhaps I saw more than you did;
and I do think that Mr. Rushworth was sometimes very jealous.”

“Very possibly. No wonder. Nothing could be more improper than
the whole business. T am shocked whenever I think that Maria could
be capable of it; but, if she could undertake the part, we must not be
surprised at the rest.”

“Before the play, I am much mistaken if Julia did not think he was
paying her attentions.”

“Julia! I have heard before from some one of his being in love with
Julia; but I could never see anything of it. And, Fanny, though I hope I
do justice to my sisters’ good qualities, I think it very possible that they
might, one or both, be more desirous of being admired by Crawford,
and might shew that desire rather more unguardedly than was perfectly
prudent. I can remember that they were evidently fond of his society;
and with such encouragement, a man like Crawford, lively, and it may
be, a little unthinking, might be led on to—there could be nothing very
striking, because it is clear that he had no pretensions: his heart was
reserved for you. And I must say, that its being for you has raised him
inconceivably in my opinion. It does him the highest honour; it shews
his proper estimation of the blessing of domestic happiness and pure
attachment. It proves him unspoilt by his uncle. It proves him, in short,
everything that I had been used to wish to believe him, and feared he
was not.”

“I am persuaded that he does not think, as he ought, on serious
subjects.”

“Say, rather, that he has not thought at all upon serious subjects,
which T believe to be a good deal the case. How could it be otherwise,
with such an education and adviser? Under the disadvantages, indeed,
which both have had, is it not wonderful that they should be what they
are? Crawford’s feelings, 1 am ready to acknowledge, have hitherto
been too much his guides. Happily, those feelings have generally been
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good. You will supply the rest; and a most fortunate man he is to attach
himself to such a creature—to a woman who, firm as a rock in her own
principles, has a gentleness of character so well adapted to recommend
them. He has chosen his partner, indeed, with rare felicity. He will make
you happy, Fanny; I know he will make you happy; but you will make
him everything.”

“I would not engage in such a charge,” cried Fanny, in a shrinking
accent; “in such an office of high responsibility!”

“As usual, believing yourself unequal to anything! fancying every-
thing too much for you! Well, though I may not be able to persuade
you into different feelings, you will be persuaded into them, I trust. I
confess myself sincerely anxious that you may. I have no common in-
terest in Crawford’s well-doing. Next to your happiness, Fanny, his has
the first claim on me. You are aware of my having no common interest
in Crawford.”

Fanny was too well aware of it to have anything to say; and they
walked on together some fifty yards in mutual silence and abstraction.
Edmund first began again—

“I was very much pleased by her manner of speaking of it yester-
day, particularly pleased, because I had not depended upon her seeing
everything in so just a light. I knew she was very fond of you; but
yet I was afraid of her not estimating your worth to her brother quite
as it deserved, and of her regretting that he had not rather fixed on
some woman of distinction or fortune. I was afraid of the bias of those
worldly maxims, which she has been too much used to hear. But it was
very different. She spoke of you, Fanny, just as she ought. She desires
the connexion as warmly as your uncle or myself. We had a long talk
about it. I should not have mentioned the subject, though very anxious
to know her sentiments; but I had not been in the room five minutes be-
fore she began introducing it with all that openness of heart, and sweet
peculiarity of manner, that spirit and ingenuousness which are so much
a part of herself. Mrs. Grant laughed at her for her rapidity.”

“Was Mrs. Grant in the room, then?”

“Yes, when I reached the house I found the two sisters together by
themselves; and when once we had begun, we had not done with you,
Fanny, till Crawford and Dr. Grant came in.”

“It is above a week since I saw Miss Crawford.”

“Yes, she laments it; yet owns it may have been best. You will see
her, however, before she goes. She is very angry with you, Fanny; you
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JANE AUSTEN

I received any letter from Mansfield, to tell me how you were all go-
ing on, I believe I should certainly have staid; but I knew nothing that
had happened here for a fortnight, and felt that I had been away long
enough.”

“You spent your time pleasantly there?”

“Yes; that is, it was the fault of my own mind if I did not. They were
all very pleasant. I doubt their finding me so. I took uneasiness with me,
and there was no getting rid of it till I was in Mansfield again.”

“The Miss Owens—you liked them, did not you?”

“Yes, very well. Pleasant, good-humoured, unaffected girls. ButIam
spoilt, Fanny, for common female society. Good-humoured, unaffected
girls will not do for a man who has been used to sensible women. They
are two distinct orders of being. You and Miss Crawford have made me
too nice.”

Still, however, Fanny was oppressed and wearied; he saw it in her
looks, it could not be talked away; and attempting it no more, he led
her directly, with the kind authority of a privileged guardian, into the
house.

Chapter 36

EDMUND now believed himself perfectly acquainted with all that Fanny
could tell, or could leave to be conjectured of her sentiments, and he was
satisfied. It had been, as he before presumed, too hasty a measure on
Crawford’s side, and time must be given to make the idea first familiar,
and then agreeable to her. She must be used to the consideration of his
being in love with her, and then a return of affection might not be very
distant.

He gave this opinion as the result of the conversation to his father;
and recommended there being nothing more said to her: no farther
attempts to influence or persuade; but that everything should be left to
Crawford’s assiduities, and the natural workings of her own mind.

Sir Thomas promised that it should be so. Edmund’s account of
Fanny’s disposition he could believe to be just; he supposed she had
all those feelings, but he must consider it as very unfortunate that she
had, for, less willing than his son to trust to the future, he could not
help fearing that if such very long allowances of time and habit were

262

MANSFIELD PARK

necessary for her, she might not have persuaded herself into receiving
his addresses properly before the young man’s inclination for paying
them were over. There was nothing to be done, however, but to submit
quietly and hope the best.

The promised visit from “her friend,” as Edmund called Miss Craw-
ford, was a formidable threat to Fanny, and she lived in continual terror
of it. As a sister, so partial and so angry, and so little scrupulous of what
she said, and in another light so triumphant and secure, she was in ev-
ery way an object of painful alarm. Her displeasure, her penetration,
and her happiness were all fearful to encounter; and the dependence of
having others present when they met was Fanny’s only support in look-
ing forward to it. She absented herself as little as possible from Lady
Bertram, kept away from the East room, and took no solitary walk in
the shrubbery, in her caution to avoid any sudden attack.

She succeeded. She was safe in the breakfast-room, with her aunt,
when Miss Crawford did come; and the first misery over, and Miss
Crawford looking and speaking with much less particularity of expres-
sion than she had anticipated, Fanny began to hope there would be
nothing worse to be endured than a half-hour of moderate agitation.
But here she hoped too much; Miss Crawford was not the slave of op-
portunity. She was determined to see Fanny alone, and therefore said to
her tolerably soon, in a low voice, “I must speak to you for a few min-
utes somewhere”; words that Fanny felt all over her, in all her pulses
and all her nerves. Denial was impossible. Her habits of ready submis-
sion, on the contrary, made her almost instantly rise and lead the way
out of the room. She did it with wretched feelings, but it was inevitable.

They were no sooner in the hall than all restraint of countenance
was over on Miss Crawford’s side. She immediately shook her head at
Fanny with arch, yet affectionate reproach, and taking her hand, seemed
hardly able to help beginning directly. She said nothing, however, but,
“Sad, sad girl! T do not know when I shall have done scolding you,” and
had discretion enough to reserve the rest till they might be secure of hav-
ing four walls to themselves. Fanny naturally turned upstairs, and took
her guest to the apartment which was now always fit for comfortable
use; opening the door, however, with a most aching heart, and feeling
that she had a more distressing scene before her than ever that spot had
yet witnessed. But the evil ready to burst on her was at least delayed by
the sudden change in Miss Crawford’s ideas; by the strong effect on her
mind which the finding herself in the East room again produced.
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JANE AUSTEN

is quite the hero of an old romance, and glories in his chains. You
should come to London to know how to estimate your conquest. If
you were to see how he is courted, and how I am courted for his sake!
Now, I am well aware that I shall not be half so welcome to Mrs. Fraser
in consequence of his situation with you. When she comes to know
the truth she will, very likely, wish me in Northamptonshire again; for
there is a daughter of Mr. Fraser, by a first wife, whom she is wild to
get married, and wants Henry to take. Oh! she has been trying for him
to such a degree. Innocent and quiet as you sit here, you cannot have
an idea of the sensation that you will be occasioning, of the curiosity
there will be to see you, of the endless questions I shall have to answer!
Poor Margaret Fraser will be at me for ever about your eyes and your
teeth, and how you do your hair, and who makes your shoes. I wish
Margaret were married, for my poor friend’s sake, for I look upon the
Frasers to be about as unhappy as most other married people. And
yet it was a most desirable match for Janet at the time. We were all
delighted. She could not do otherwise than accept him, for he was rich,
and she had nothing; but he turns out ill-tempered and exigeant, and
wants a young woman, a beautiful young woman of five-and-twenty, to
be as steady as himself. And my friend does not manage him well; she
does not seem to know how to make the best of it. There is a spirit of
irritation which, to say nothing worse, is certainly very ill-bred. In their
house I shall call to mind the conjugal manners of Mansfield Parsonage
with respect. Even Dr. Grant does shew a thorough confidence in my
sister, and a certain consideration for her judgment, which makes one
feel there is attachment; but of that I shall see nothing with the Frasers.
I shall be at Mansfield for ever, Fanny. My own sister as a wife, Sir
Thomas Bertram as a husband, are my standards of perfection. Poor
Janet has been sadly taken in, and yet there was nothing improper on
her side: she did not run into the match inconsiderately; there was no
want of foresight. She took three days to consider of his proposals,
and during those three days asked the advice of everybody connected
with her whose opinion was worth having, and especially applied to
my late dear aunt, whose knowledge of the world made her judgment
very generally and deservedly looked up to by all the young people of
her acquaintance, and she was decidedly in favour of Mr. Fraser. This
seems as if nothing were a security for matrimonial comfort. I have not
so much to say for my friend Flora, who jilted a very nice young man
in the Blues for the sake of that horrid Lord Stornaway, who has about
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as much sense, Fanny, as Mr. Rushworth, but much worse-looking, and
with a blackguard character. I had my doubts at the time about her
being right, for he has not even the air of a gentleman, and now I am
sure she was wrong. By the bye, Flora Ross was dying for Henry the first
winter she came out. But were I to attempt to tell you of all the women
whom I have known to be in love with him, I should never have done. It
is you, only you, insensible Fanny, who can think of him with anything
like indifference. But are you so insensible as you profess yourself? No,
no, I see you are not.”

There was, indeed, so deep a blush over Fanny’s face at that moment
as might warrant strong suspicion in a predisposed mind.

“Excellent creature! I will not tease you. Everything shall take its
course. But, dear Fanny, you must allow that you were not so absolutely
unprepared to have the question asked as your cousin fancies. It is not
possible but that you must have had some thoughts on the subject, some
surmises as to what might be. You must have seen that he was trying to
please you by every attention in his power. Was not he devoted to you
at the ball? And then before the ball, the necklace! Oh! you received
it just as it was meant. You were as conscious as heart could desire. 1
remember it perfectly.”

“Do you mean, then, that your brother knew of the necklace before-
hand? Oh! Miss Crawford, that was not fair.”

“Knew of it! It was his own doing entirely, his own thought. T am
ashamed to say that it had never entered my head, but I was delighted
to act on his proposal for both your sakes.”

“I will not say,” replied Fanny, “that I was not half afraid at the time
of its being so, for there was something in your look that frightened me,
but not at first; I was as unsuspicious of it at first—indeed, indeed I
was. It is as true as that I sit here. And had I had an idea of it, nothing
should have induced me to accept the necklace. As to your brother’s
behaviour, certainly I was sensible of a particularity: I had been sensible
of it some little time, perhaps two or three weeks; but then I considered
it as meaning nothing: I put it down as simply being his way, and was
as far from supposing as from wishing him to have any serious thoughts
of me. I had not, Miss Crawford, been an inattentive observer of what
was passing between him and some part of this family in the summer
and autumn. I was quiet, but I was not blind. I could not but see that
Mr. Crawford allowed himself in gallantries which did mean nothing.”

“Ah! I cannot deny it. He has now and then been a sad flirt, and
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JANE AUSTEN

Chapter 37

MR. CRAWFORD gone, Sir Thomas’s next object was that he should
be missed; and he entertained great hope that his niece would find a
blank in the loss of those attentions which at the time she had felt, or
fancied, an evil. She had tasted of consequence in its most flattering
form; and he did hope that the loss of it, the sinking again into nothing,
would awaken very wholesome regrets in her mind. He watched her
with this idea; but he could hardly tell with what success. He hardly
knew whether there were any difference in her spirits or not. She was
always so gentle and retiring that her emotions were beyond his dis-
crimination. He did not understand her: he felt that he did not; and
therefore applied to Edmund to tell him how she stood affected on the
present occasion, and whether she were more or less happy than she
had been.

Edmund did not discern any symptoms of regret, and thought his fa-
ther a little unreasonable in supposing the first three or four days could
produce any.

What chiefly surprised Edmund was, that Crawford’s sister, the
friend and companion who had been so much to her, should not be
more visibly regretted. He wondered that Fanny spoke so seldom of ber,
and had so little voluntarily to say of her concern at this separation.

Alas! it was this sister, this friend and companion, who was now
the chief bane of Fanny’s comfort. If she could have believed Mary’s
future fate as unconnected with Mansfield as she was determined the
brother’s should be, if she could have hoped her return thither to be as
distant as she was much inclined to think his, she would have been light
of heart indeed; but the more she recollected and observed, the more
deeply was she convinced that everything was now in a fairer train for
Miss Crawford’s marrying Edmund than it had ever been before. On his
side the inclination was stronger, on hers less equivocal. His objections,
the scruples of his integrity, seemed all done away, nobody could tell
how; and the doubts and hesitations of her ambition were equally got
over—and equally without apparent reason. It could only be imputed
to increasing attachment. His good and her bad feelings yielded to love,
and such love must unite them. He was to go to town as soon as some
business relative to Thornton Lacey were completed—perhaps within
a fortnight; he talked of going, he loved to talk of it; and when once
with her again, Fanny could not doubt the rest. Her acceptance must
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be as certain as his offer; and yet there were bad feelings still remaining
which made the prospect of it most sorrowful to her, independently, she
believed, independently of self.

In their very last conversation, Miss Crawford, in spite of some ami-
able sensations, and much personal kindness, had still been Miss Craw-
ford; still shewn a mind led astray and bewildered, and without any
suspicion of being so; darkened, yet fancying itself light. She might
love, but she did not deserve Edmund by any other sentiment. Fanny
believed there was scarcely a second feeling in common between them;
and she may be forgiven by older sages for looking on the chance of
Miss Crawford’s future improvement as nearly desperate, for thinking
that if Edmund’s influence in this season of love had already done so
little in clearing her judgment, and regulating her notions, his worth
would be finally wasted on her even in years of matrimony.

Experience might have hoped more for any young people so circum-
stanced, and impartiality would not have denied to Miss Crawford’s
nature that participation of the general nature of women which would
lead her to adopt the opinions of the man she loved and respected as
her own. But as such were Fanny’s persuasions, she suffered very much
from them, and could never speak of Miss Crawford without pain.

Sir Thomas, meanwhile, went on with his own hopes and his own
observations, still feeling a right, by all his knowledge of human nature,
to expect to see the effect of the loss of power and consequence on his
niece’s spirits, and the past attentions of the lover producing a craving
for their return; and he was soon afterwards able to account for his
not yet completely and indubitably seeing all this, by the prospect of
another visitor, whose approach he could allow to be quite enough to
support the spirits he was watching. William had obtained a ten days’
leave of absence, to be given to Northamptonshire, and was coming, the
happiest of lieutenants, because the latest made, to shew his happiness
and describe his uniform.

He came; and he would have been delighted to shew his uniform
there too, had not cruel custom prohibited its appearance except on
duty. So the uniform remained at Portsmouth, and Edmund conjectured
that before Fanny had any chance of seeing it, all its own freshness and
all the freshness of its wearer’s feelings must be worn away. It would
be sunk into a badge of disgrace; for what can be more unbecoming,
or more worthless, than the uniform of a lieutenant, who has been a
lieutenant a year or two, and sees others made commanders before him?
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any such thing.

Sir Thomas had appealed to her reason, conscience, and dignity. He
called it a sacrifice, and demanded it of her goodness and self-command
as such. But Mrs. Norris wanted to persuade her that Fanny could be
very well spared—she being ready to give up all her own time to her as
requested—and, in short, could not really be wanted or missed.

“That may be, sister,” was all Lady Bertram’s reply. “I dare say you
are very right; but I am sure I shall miss her very much.”

The next step was to communicate with Portsmouth. Fanny wrote
to offer herself; and her mother’s answer, though short, was so kind—a
few simple lines expressed so natural and motherly a joy in the prospect
of seeing her child again, as to confirm all the daughter’s views of hap-
piness in being with her—convincing her that she should now find a
warm and affectionate friend in the “mama” who had certainly shewn
no remarkable fondness for her formerly; but this she could easily sup-
pose to have been her own fault or her own fancy. She had probably
alienated love by the helplessness and fretfulness of a fearful temper, or
been unreasonable in wanting a larger share than any one among so
many could deserve. Now, when she knew better how to be useful, and
how to forbear, and when her mother could be no longer occupied by
the incessant demands of a house full of little children, there would be
leisure and inclination for every comfort, and they should soon be what
mother and daughter ought to be to each other.

William was almost as happy in the plan as his sister. It would
be the greatest pleasure to him to have her there to the last moment
before he sailed, and perhaps find her there still when he came in from
his first cruise. And besides, he wanted her so very much to see the
Thrush before she went out of harbour—the Thrush was certainly the
finest sloop in the service—and there were several improvements in the
dockyard, too, which he quite longed to shew her.

He did not scruple to add that her being at home for a while would
be a great advantage to everybody.

“I do not know how it is,” said he; “but we seem to want some of
your nice ways and orderliness at my father’s. The house is always in
confusion. You will set things going in a better way, I am sure. You will
tell my mother how it all ought to be, and you will be so useful to Susan,
and you will teach Betsey, and make the boys love and mind you. How
right and comfortable it will all be!”

By the time Mrs. Price’s answer arrived, there remained but a very
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few days more to be spent at Mansfield; and for part of one of those
days the young travellers were in a good deal of alarm on the subject of
their journey, for when the mode of it came to be talked of, and Mrs.
Norris found that all her anxiety to save her brother-in-law’s money
was vain, and that in spite of her wishes and hints for a less expensive
conveyance of Fanny, they were to travel post; when she saw Sir Thomas
actually give William notes for the purpose, she was struck with the idea
of there being room for a third in the carriage, and suddenly seized with
a strong inclination to go with them, to go and see her poor dear sister
Price. She proclaimed her thoughts. She must say that she had more
than half a mind to go with the young people; it would be such an
indulgence to her; she had not seen her poor dear sister Price for more
than twenty years; and it would be a help to the young people in their
journey to have her older head to manage for them; and she could not
help thinking her poor dear sister Price would feel it very unkind of her
not to come by such an opportunity.

William and Fanny were horror-struck at the idea.

All the comfort of their comfortable journey would be destroyed
at once. With woeful countenances they looked at each other. Their
suspense lasted an hour or two. No one interfered to encourage or
dissuade. Mrs. Norris was left to settle the matter by herself; and it
ended, to the infinite joy of her nephew and niece, in the recollection
that she could not possibly be spared from Mansfield Park at present;
that she was a great deal too necessary to Sir Thomas and Lady Bertram
for her to be able to answer it to herself to leave them even for a week,
and therefore must certainly sacrifice every other pleasure to that of
being useful to them.

It had, in fact, occurred to her, that though taken to Portsmouth for
nothing, it would be hardly possible for her to avoid paying her own
expenses back again. So her poor dear sister Price was left to all the
disappointment of her missing such an opportunity, and another twenty
years’ absence, perhaps, begun.

Edmund’s plans were affected by this Portsmouth journey, this ab-
sence of Fanny’s. He too had a sacrifice to make to Mansfield Park as
well as his aunt. He had intended, about this time, to be going to Lon-
don; but he could not leave his father and mother just when everybody
else of most importance to their comfort was leaving them; and with an
effort, felt but not boasted of, he delayed for a week or two longer a
journey which he was looking forward to with the hope of its fixing his
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JANE AUSTEN

no motive for writing strong enough to overcome the trouble, and that
at Portsmouth their correspondence would dwindle into nothing.

With such thoughts as these, among ten hundred others, Fanny pro-
ceeded in her journey safely and cheerfully, and as expeditiously as
could rationally be hoped in the dirty month of February. They entered
Oxford, but she could take only a hasty glimpse of Edmund’s college as
they passed along, and made no stop anywhere till they reached New-
bury, where a comfortable meal, uniting dinner and supper, wound up
the enjoyments and fatigues of the day.

The next morning saw them off again at an early hour; and with no
events, and no delays, they regularly advanced, and were in the environs
of Portsmouth while there was yet daylight for Fanny to look around
her, and wonder at the new buildings. They passed the drawbridge, and
entered the town; and the light was only beginning to fail as, guided by
William’s powerful voice, they were rattled into a narrow street, leading
from the High Street, and drawn up before the door of a small house
now inhabited by Mr. Price.

Fanny was all agitation and flutter; all hope and apprehension. The
moment they stopped, a trollopy-looking maidservant, seemingly in
waiting for them at the door, stepped forward, and more intent on
telling the news than giving them any help, immediately began with,
“The Thrush is gone out of harbour, please sir, and one of the officers
has been here to—” She was interrupted by a fine tall boy of eleven years
old, who, rushing out of the house, pushed the maid aside, and while
William was opening the chaise-door himself, called out, “You are just
in time. We have been looking for you this half-hour. The Thrush went
out of harbour this morning. I saw her. It was a beautiful sight. And
they think she will have her orders in a day or two. And Mr. Campbell
was here at four o’clock to ask for you: he has got one of the Thrush’s
boats, and is going off to her at six, and hoped you would be here in
time to go with him.”

A stare or two at Fanny, as William helped her out of the carriage,
was all the voluntary notice which this brother bestowed; but he made
no objection to her kissing him, though still entirely engaged in detailing
farther particulars of the Thrush’s going out of harbour, in which he had
a strong right of interest, being to commence his career of seamanship
in her at this very time.

Another moment and Fanny was in the narrow entrance-passage of
the house, and in her mother’s arms, who met her there with looks of
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true kindness, and with features which Fanny loved the more, because
they brought her aunt Bertram’s before her, and there were her two sis-
ters: Susan, a well-grown fine girl of fourteen, and Betsey, the youngest
of the family, about five—both glad to see her in their way, though with
no advantage of manner in receiving her. But manner Fanny did not
want. Would they but love her, she should be satisfied.

She was then taken into a parlour, so small that her first conviction
was of its being only a passage-room to something better, and she stood
for a moment expecting to be invited on; but when she saw there was
no other door, and that there were signs of habitation before her, she
called back her thoughts, reproved herself, and grieved lest they should
have been suspected. Her mother, however, could not stay long enough
to suspect anything. She was gone again to the street-door, to welcome
William. “Oh! my dear William, how glad I am to see you. But have
you heard about the Thrush? She is gone out of harbour already; three
days before we had any thought of it; and I do not know what I am
to do about Sam’s things, they will never be ready in time; for she may
have her orders to-morrow, perhaps. It takes me quite unawares. And
now you must be off for Spithead too. Campbell has been here, quite in
a worry about you; and now what shall we do? I thought to have had
such a comfortable evening with you, and here everything comes upon
me at once.”

Her son answered cheerfully, telling her that everything was always
for the best; and making light of his own inconvenience in being obliged
to hurry away so soon.

“To be sure, I had much rather she had stayed in harbour, that I
might have sat a few hours with you in comfort; but as there is a boat
ashore, I had better go off at once, and there is no help for it. Where-
abouts does the Thrush lay at Spithead? Near the Canopus? But no
matter; here’s Fanny in the parlour, and why should we stay in the pas-
sage? Come, mother, you have hardly looked at your own dear Fanny
yet.”

In they both came, and Mrs. Price having kindly kissed her daughter
again, and commented a little on her growth, began with very natural
solicitude to feel for their fatigues and wants as travellers.

“Poor dears! how tired you must both be! and now, what will you
have? T began to think you would never come. Betsey and I have been
watching for you this half-hour. And when did you get anything to eat?
And what would you like to have now? I could not tell whether you
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JANE AUSTEN

she had loved, and talked to, of his infant preference of herself. Tom,
however, had no mind for such treatment: he came home not to stand
and be talked to, but to run about and make a noise; and both boys
had soon burst from her, and slammed the parlour-door till her temples
ached.

She had now seen all that were at home; there remained only two
brothers between herself and Susan, one of whom was a clerk in a public
office in London, and the other midshipman on board an Indiaman. But
though she had seen all the members of the family, she had not yet heard
all the noise they could make. Another quarter of an hour brought her
a great deal more. William was soon calling out from the landing-place
of the second story for his mother and for Rebecca. He was in distress
for something that he had left there, and did not find again. A key was
mislaid, Betsey accused of having got at his new hat, and some slight,
but essential alteration of his uniform waistcoat, which he had been
promised to have done for him, entirely neglected.

Mrs. Price, Rebecca, and Betsey all went up to defend themselves,
all talking together, but Rebecca loudest, and the job was to be done as
well as it could in a great hurry; William trying in vain to send Betsey
down again, or keep her from being troublesome where she was; the
whole of which, as almost every door in the house was open, could be
plainly distinguished in the parlour, except when drowned at intervals
by the superior noise of Sam, Tom, and Charles chasing each other up
and down stairs, and tumbling about and hallooing.

Fanny was almost stunned. The smallness of the house and thinness
of the walls brought everything so close to her, that, added to the fatigue
of her journey, and all her recent agitation, she hardly knew how to
bear it. Within the room all was tranquil enough, for Susan having
disappeared with the others, there were soon only her father and herself
remaining; and he, taking out a newspaper, the accustomary loan of a
neighbour, applied himself to studying it, without seeming to recollect
her existence. The solitary candle was held between himself and the
paper, without any reference to her possible convenience; but she had
nothing to do, and was glad to have the light screened from her aching
head, as she sat in bewildered, broken, sorrowful contemplation.

She was at home. But, alas! it was not such a home, she had not such
a welcome, as—she checked herself; she was unreasonable. What right
had she to be of importance to her family? She could have none, so long
lost sight of! William’s concerns must be dearest, they always had been,
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and he had every right. Yet to have so little said or asked about herself,
to have scarcely an inquiry made after Mansfield! It did pain her to
have Mansfield forgotten; the friends who had done so much—the dear,
dear friends! But here, one subject swallowed up all the rest. Perhaps
it must be so. The destination of the Thrush must be now preeminently
interesting. A day or two might shew the difference. She only was to
blame. Yet she thought it would not have been so at Mansfield. No,
in her uncle’s house there would have been a consideration of times
and seasons, a regulation of subject, a propriety, an attention towards
everybody which there was not here.

The only interruption which thoughts like these received for nearly
half an hour was from a sudden burst of her father’s, not at all calcu-
lated to compose them. At a more than ordinary pitch of thumping and
hallooing in the passage, he exclaimed, “Devil take those young dogs!
How they are singing out! Ay, Sam’s voice louder than all the rest! That
boy is fit for a boatswain. Holla, you there! Sam, stop your confounded
pipe, or I shall be after you.”

This threat was so palpably disregarded, that though within five min-
utes afterwards the three boys all burst into the room together and sat
down, Fanny could not consider it as a proof of anything more than
their being for the time thoroughly fagged, which their hot faces and
panting breaths seemed to prove, especially as they were still kicking
each other’s shins, and hallooing out at sudden starts immediately un-
der their father’s eye.

The next opening of the door brought something more welcome: it
was for the tea-things, which she had begun almost to despair of see-
ing that evening. Susan and an attendant girl, whose inferior appear-
ance informed Fanny, to her great surprise, that she had previously seen
the upper servant, brought in everything necessary for the meal; Susan
looking, as she put the kettle on the fire and glanced at her sister, as if
divided between the agreeable triumph of shewing her activity and use-
fulness, and the dread of being thought to demean herself by such an
office. “She had been into the kitchen,” she said, “to hurry Sally and
help make the toast, and spread the bread and butter, or she did not
know when they should have got tea, and she was sure her sister must
want something after her journey.”

Fanny was very thankful. She could not but own that she should
be very glad of a little tea, and Susan immediately set about making
it, as if pleased to have the employment all to herself; and with only a
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JANE AUSTEN

hold of it; and the end of it would be that Betsey would spoil it, and get
it for her own, though mama had promised her that Betsey should not
have it in her own hands.”

Fanny was quite shocked. Every feeling of duty, honour, and tender-
ness was wounded by her sister’s speech and her mother’s reply.

“Now, Susan,” cried Mrs. Price, in a complaining voice, “now, how
can you be so cross? You are always quarrelling about that knife. I
wish you would not be so quarrelsome. Poor little Betsey; how cross
Susan is to you! But you should not have taken it out, my dear, when
I sent you to the drawer. You know I told you not to touch it, because
Susan is so cross about it. I must hide it another time, Betsey. Poor
Mary little thought it would be such a bone of contention when she
gave it me to keep, only two hours before she died. Poor little soul!
she could but just speak to be heard, and she said so prettily, ‘Let sister
Susan have my knife, mama, when I am dead and buried.” Poor little
dear! she was so fond of it, Fanny, that she would have it lay by her in
bed, all through her illness. It was the gift of her good godmother, old
Mrs. Admiral Maxwell, only six weeks before she was taken for death.
Poor little sweet creature! Well, she was taken away from evil to come.
My own Betsey” (fondling her), “you have not the luck of such a good
godmother. Aunt Norris lives too far off to think of such little people
as you.”

Fanny had indeed nothing to convey from aunt Norris, but a mes-
sage to say she hoped that her god-daughter was a good girl, and
learnt her book. There had been at one moment a slight murmur in
the drawing-room at Mansfield Park about sending her a prayer-book;
but no second sound had been heard of such a purpose. Mrs. Norris,
however, had gone home and taken down two old prayer-books of her
husband with that idea; but, upon examination, the ardour of generos-
ity went off. One was found to have too small a print for a child’s eyes,
and the other to be too cumbersome for her to carry about.

Fanny, fatigued and fatigued again, was thankful to accept the first
invitation of going to bed; and before Betsey had finished her cry at
being allowed to sit up only one hour extraordinary in honour of sister,
she was off, leaving all below in confusion and noise again; the boys
begging for toasted cheese, her father calling out for his rum and water,
and Rebecca never where she ought to be.

There was nothing to raise her spirits in the confined and scantily
furnished chamber that she was to share with Susan. The smallness of
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the rooms above and below, indeed, and the narrowness of the passage
and staircase, struck her beyond her imagination. She soon learned to
think with respect of her own little attic at Mansfield Park, in that house
reckoned too small for anybody’s comfort.

Chapter 39

COULD SIR THOMAS have seen all his niece’s feelings, when she wrote
her first letter to her aunt, he would not have despaired; for though a
good night’s rest, a pleasant morning, the hope of soon seeing William
again, and the comparatively quiet state of the house, from Tom and
Charles being gone to school, Sam on some project of his own, and her
father on his usual lounges, enabled her to express herself cheerfully on
the subject of home, there were still, to her own perfect consciousness,
many drawbacks suppressed. Could he have seen only half that she felt
before the end of a week, he would have thought Mr. Crawford sure of
her, and been delighted with his own sagacity.

Before the week ended, it was all disappointment. In the first
place, William was gone. The Thrush had had her orders, the wind
had changed, and he was sailed within four days from their reaching
Portsmouth; and during those days she had seen him only twice, in a
short and hurried way, when he had come ashore on duty. There had
been no free conversation, no walk on the ramparts, no visit to the
dockyard, no acquaintance with the Thrush, nothing of all that they
had planned and depended on. Everything in that quarter failed her, ex-
cept William’s affection. His last thought on leaving home was for her.
He stepped back again to the door to say, “Take care of Fanny, mother.
She is tender, and not used to rough it like the rest of us. I charge you,
take care of Fanny.”

William was gone: and the home he had left her in was, Fanny could
not conceal it from herself, in almost every respect the very reverse of
what she could have wished. It was the abode of noise, disorder, and
impropriety. Nobody was in their right place, nothing was done as it
ought to be. She could not respect her parents as she had hoped. On her
father, her confidence had not been sanguine, but he was more negligent
of his family, his habits were worse, and his manners coarser, than she
had been prepared for. He did not want abilities but he had no curiosity,
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JANE AUSTEN

Such was the home which was to put Mansfield out of her head, and
teach her to think of her cousin Edmund with moderated feelings. On
the contrary, she could think of nothing but Mansfield, its beloved in-
mates, its happy ways. Everything where she now was in full contrast
to it. The elegance, propriety, regularity, harmony, and perhaps, above
all, the peace and tranquillity of Mansfield, were brought to her remem-
brance every hour of the day, by the prevalence of everything opposite
to them bere.

The living in incessant noise was, to a frame and temper delicate and
nervous like Fanny’s, an evil which no superadded elegance or harmony
could have entirely atoned for. It was the greatest misery of all. At
Mansfield, no sounds of contention, no raised voice, no abrupt bursts,
no tread of violence, was ever heard; all proceeded in a regular course of
cheerful orderliness; everybody had their due importance; everybody’s
feelings were consulted. If tenderness could be ever supposed wanting,
good sense and good breeding supplied its place; and as to the little
irritations sometimes introduced by aunt Norris, they were short, they
were trifling, they were as a drop of water to the ocean, compared with
the ceaseless tumult of her present abode. Here everybody was noisy,
every voice was loud (excepting, perhaps, her mother’s, which resem-
bled the soft monotony of Lady Bertram’s, only worn into fretfulness).
Whatever was wanted was hallooed for, and the servants hallooed out
their excuses from the kitchen. The doors were in constant banging, the
stairs were never at rest, nothing was done without a clatter, nobody sat
still, and nobody could command attention when they spoke.

In a review of the two houses, as they appeared to her before the end
of a week, Fanny was tempted to apply to them Dr. Johnson’s celebrated
judgment as to matrimony and celibacy, and say, that though Mansfield
Park might have some pains, Portsmouth could have no pleasures.

Chapter 40

FANNY was right enough in not expecting to hear from Miss Crawford
now at the rapid rate in which their correspondence had begun; Mary’s
next letter was after a decidedly longer interval than the last, but she
was not right in supposing that such an interval would be felt a great
relief to herself. Here was another strange revolution of mind! She was
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really glad to receive the letter when it did come. In her present exile
from good society, and distance from everything that had been wont
to interest her, a letter from one belonging to the set where her heart
lived, written with affection, and some degree of elegance, was thor-
oughly acceptable. The usual plea of increasing engagements was made
in excuse for not having written to her earlier; “And now that I have
begun,” she continued, “my letter will not be worth your reading, for
there will be no little offering of love at the end, no three or four lines
passionnees from the most devoted H. C. in the world, for Henry is in
Norfolk; business called him to Everingham ten days ago, or perhaps
he only pretended to call, for the sake of being travelling at the same
time that you were. But there he is, and, by the bye, his absence may
sufficiently account for any remissness of his sister’s in writing, for there
has been no “Well, Mary, when do you write to Fanny? Is not it time for
you to write to Fanny?’ to spur me on. At last, after various attempts
at meeting, I have seen your cousins, ‘dear Julia and dearest Mrs. Rush-
worth’; they found me at home yesterday, and we were glad to see each
other again. We seemed very glad to see each other, and I do really think
we were a little. We had a vast deal to say. Shall I tell you how Mrs.
Rushworth looked when your name was mentioned? I did not use to
think her wanting in self-possession, but she had not quite enough for
the demands of yesterday. Upon the whole, Julia was in the best looks
of the two, at least after you were spoken of. There was no recovering
the complexion from the moment that I spoke of ‘Fanny,” and spoke of
her as a sister should. But Mrs. Rushworth’s day of good looks will
come; we have cards for her first party on the 28th. Then she will be in
beauty, for she will open one of the best houses in Wimpole Street. [ was
in it two years ago, when it was Lady Lascelle’s, and prefer it to almost
any I know in London, and certainly she will then feel, to use a vulgar
phrase, that she has got her pennyworth for her penny. Henry could
not have afforded her such a house. I hope she will recollect it, and be
satisfied, as well as she may, with moving the queen of a palace, though
the king may appear best in the background; and as I have no desire to
tease her, I shall never force your name upon her again. She will grow
sober by degrees. From all that I hear and guess, Baron Wildenheim’s
attentions to Julia continue, but I do not know that he has any serious
encouragement. She ought to do better. A poor honourable is no catch,
and I cannot imagine any liking in the case, for take away his rants, and
the poor baron has nothing. What a difference a vowel makes! If his
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JANE AUSTEN

should never want #hat again; and no reproach seemed conveyed to the
equally satisfied mother, which Fanny had almost feared to be impossi-
ble. The deed thoroughly answered: a source of domestic altercation
was entirely done away, and it was the means of opening Susan’s heart
to her, and giving her something more to love and be interested in. Su-
san shewed that she had delicacy: pleased as she was to be mistress of
property which she had been struggling for at least two years, she yet
feared that her sister’s judgment had been against her, and that a re-
proof was designed her for having so struggled as to make the purchase
necessary for the tranquillity of the house.

Her temper was open. She acknowledged her fears, blamed herself
for having contended so warmly; and from that hour Fanny, understand-
ing the worth of her disposition and perceiving how fully she was in-
clined to seek her good opinion and refer to her judgment, began to feel
again the blessing of affection, and to entertain the hope of being useful
to a mind so much in need of help, and so much deserving it. She gave
advice, advice too sound to be resisted by a good understanding, and
given so mildly and considerately as not to irritate an imperfect temper,
and she had the happiness of observing its good effects not unfrequently.
More was not expected by one who, while seeing all the obligation and
expediency of submission and forbearance, saw also with sympathetic
acuteness of feeling all that must be hourly grating to a girl like Su-
san. Her greatest wonder on the subject soon became—not that Susan
should have been provoked into disrespect and impatience against her
better knowledge—Dbut that so much better knowledge, so many good
notions should have been hers at all; and that, brought up in the midst
of negligence and error, she should have formed such proper opinions
of what ought to be; she, who had had no cousin Edmund to direct her
thoughts or fix her principles.

The intimacy thus begun between them was a material advantage
to each. By sitting together upstairs, they avoided a great deal of the
disturbance of the house; Fanny had peace, and Susan learned to think
it no misfortune to be quietly employed. They sat without a fire; but that
was a privation familiar even to Fanny, and she suffered the less because
reminded by it of the East room. It was the only point of resemblance.
In space, light, furniture, and prospect, there was nothing alike in the
two apartments; and she often heaved a sigh at the remembrance of
all her books and boxes, and various comforts there. By degrees the
girls came to spend the chief of the morning upstairs, at first only in
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working and talking, but after a few days, the remembrance of the said
books grew so potent and stimulative that Fanny found it impossible
not to try for books again. There were none in her father’s house; but
wealth is luxurious and daring, and some of hers found its way to a
circulating library. She became a subscriber; amazed at being anything
in propria persona, amazed at her own doings in every way, to be a
renter, a chuser of books! And to be having any one’s improvement in
view in her choice! But so it was. Susan had read nothing, and Fanny
longed to give her a share in her own first pleasures, and inspire a taste
for the biography and poetry which she delighted in herself.

In this occupation she hoped, moreover, to bury some of the recol-
lections of Mansfield, which were too apt to seize her mind if her fingers
only were busy; and, especially at this time, hoped it might be useful in
diverting her thoughts from pursuing Edmund to London, whither, on
the authority of her aunt’s last letter, she knew he was gone. She had
no doubt of what would ensue. The promised notification was hanging
over her head. The postman’s knock within the neighbourhood was be-
ginning to bring its daily terrors, and if reading could banish the idea
for even half an hour, it was something gained.

Chapter 41

A WEEK was gone since Edmund might be supposed in town, and Fanny
had heard nothing of him. There were three different conclusions to be
drawn from his silence, between which her mind was in fluctuation;
each of them at times being held the most probable. Either his going
had been again delayed, or he had yet procured no opportunity of seeing
Miss Crawford alone, or he was too happy for letter-writing!

One morning, about this time, Fanny having now been nearly four
weeks from Mansfield, a point which she never failed to think over
and calculate every day, as she and Susan were preparing to remove, as
usual, upstairs, they were stopped by the knock of a visitor, whom they
felt they could not avoid, from Rebecca’s alertness in going to the door,
a duty which always interested her beyond any other.

It was a gentleman’s voice; it was a voice that Fanny was just turning
pale about, when Mr. Crawford walked into the room.

Good sense, like hers, will always act when really called upon; and
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JANE AUSTEN

this was a sort of cure that would be almost as bad as the complaint;
and I believe there is scarcely a young lady in the United Kingdoms
who would not rather put up with the misfortune of being sought by
a clever, agreeable man, than have him driven away by the vulgarity of
her nearest relations.

Mr. Crawford probably could not regard his future father-in-law
with any idea of taking him for a model in dress; but (as Fanny instantly,
and to her great relief, discerned) her father was a very different man,
a very different Mr. Price in his behaviour to this most highly respected
stranger, from what he was in his own family at home. His manners
now, though not polished, were more than passable: they were grateful,
animated, manly; his expressions were those of an attached father, and
a sensible man; his loud tones did very well in the open air, and there
was not a single oath to be heard. Such was his instinctive compliment
to the good manners of Mr. Crawford; and, be the consequence what it
might, Fanny’s immediate feelings were infinitely soothed.

The conclusion of the two gentlemen’s civilities was an offer of Mr.
Price’s to take Mr. Crawford into the dockyard, which Mr. Crawford,
desirous of accepting as a favour what was intended as such, though he
had seen the dockyard again and again, and hoping to be so much the
longer with Fanny, was very gratefully disposed to avail himself of, if
the Miss Prices were not afraid of the fatigue; and as it was somehow
or other ascertained, or inferred, or at least acted upon, that they were
not at all afraid, to the dockyard they were all to go; and but for Mr.
Crawford, Mr. Price would have turned thither directly, without the
smallest consideration for his daughters’ errands in the High Street. He
took care, however, that they should be allowed to go to the shops they
came out expressly to visit; and it did not delay them long, for Fanny
could so little bear to excite impatience, or be waited for, that before the
gentlemen, as they stood at the door, could do more than begin upon
the last naval regulations, or settle the number of three-deckers now in
commission, their companions were ready to proceed.

They were then to set forward for the dockyard at once, and
the walk would have been conducted—according to Mr. Crawford’s
opinion—in a singular manner, had Mr. Price been allowed the entire
regulation of it, as the two girls, he found, would have been left to fol-
low, and keep up with them or not, as they could, while they walked
on together at their own hasty pace. He was able to introduce some
improvement occasionally, though by no means to the extent he wished;
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he absolutely would not walk away from them; and at any crossing or
any crowd, when Mr. Price was only calling out, “Come, girls; come,
Fan; come, Sue, take care of yourselves; keep a sharp lookout!” he
would give them his particular attendance.

Once fairly in the dockyard, he began to reckon upon some happy in-
tercourse with Fanny, as they were very soon joined by a brother lounger
of Mr. Price’s, who was come to take his daily survey of how things
went on, and who must prove a far more worthy companion than him-
self; and after a time the two officers seemed very well satisfied going
about together, and discussing matters of equal and never-failing inter-
est, while the young people sat down upon some timbers in the yard, or
found a seat on board a vessel in the stocks which they all went to look
at. Fanny was most conveniently in want of rest. Crawford could not
have wished her more fatigued or more ready to sit down; but he could
have wished her sister away. A quick-looking girl of Susan’s age was
the very worst third in the world: totally different from Lady Bertram,
all eyes and ears; and there was no introducing the main point before
her. He must content himself with being only generally agreeable, and
letting Susan have her share of entertainment, with the indulgence, now
and then, of a look or hint for the better-informed and conscious Fanny.
Norfolk was what he had mostly to talk of: there he had been some
time, and everything there was rising in importance from his present
schemes. Such a man could come from no place, no society, without
importing something to amuse; his journeys and his acquaintance were
all of use, and Susan was entertained in a way quite new to her. For
Fanny, somewhat more was related than the accidental agreeableness
of the parties he had been in. For her approbation, the particular rea-
son of his going into Norfolk at all, at this unusual time of year, was
given. It had been real business, relative to the renewal of a lease in
which the welfare of a large and—he believed—industrious family was
at stake. He had suspected his agent of some underhand dealing; of
meaning to bias him against the deserving; and he had determined to
go himself, and thoroughly investigate the merits of the case. He had
gone, had done even more good than he had foreseen, had been useful
to more than his first plan had comprehended, and was now able to con-
gratulate himself upon it, and to feel that in performing a duty, he had
secured agreeable recollections for his own mind. He had introduced
himself to some tenants whom he had never seen before; he had begun
making acquaintance with cottages whose very existence, though on his
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JANE AUSTEN

Chapter 42

THE PRICES were just setting off for church the next day when Mr.
Crawford appeared again. He came, not to stop, but to join them; he
was asked to go with them to the Garrison chapel, which was exactly
what he had intended, and they all walked thither together.

The family were now seen to advantage. Nature had given them no
inconsiderable share of beauty, and every Sunday dressed them in their
cleanest skins and best attire. Sunday always brought this comfort to
Fanny, and on this Sunday she felt it more than ever. Her poor mother
now did not look so very unworthy of being Lady Bertram’s sister as she
was but too apt to look. It often grieved her to the heart to think of the
contrast between them; to think that where nature had made so little dif-
ference, circumstances should have made so much, and that her mother,
as handsome as Lady Bertram, and some years her junior, should have
an appearance so much more worn and faded, so comfortless, so slat-
ternly, so shabby. But Sunday made her a very creditable and tolerably
cheerful-looking Mrs. Price, coming abroad with a fine family of chil-
dren, feeling a little respite of her weekly cares, and only discomposed
if she saw her boys run into danger, or Rebecca pass by with a flower in
her hat.

In chapel they were obliged to divide, but Mr. Crawford took care
not to be divided from the female branch; and after chapel he still con-
tinued with them, and made one in the family party on the ramparts.

Mrs. Price took her weekly walk on the ramparts every fine Sun-
day throughout the year, always going directly after morning service
and staying till dinner-time. It was her public place: there she met
her acquaintance, heard a little news, talked over the badness of the
Portsmouth servants, and wound up her spirits for the six days ensuing.

Thither they now went; Mr. Crawford most happy to consider the
Miss Prices as his peculiar charge; and before they had been there long,
somehow or other, there was no saying how, Fanny could not have
believed it, but he was walking between them with an arm of each under
his, and she did not know how to prevent or put an end to it. It made
her uncomfortable for a time, but yet there were enjoyments in the day
and in the view which would be felt.

The day was uncommonly lovely. It was really March; but it was
April in its mild air, brisk soft wind, and bright sun, occasionally
clouded for a minute; and everything looked so beautiful under the in-
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fluence of such a sky, the effects of the shadows pursuing each other on
the ships at Spithead and the island beyond, with the ever-varying hues
of the sea, now at high water, dancing in its glee and dashing against
the ramparts with so fine a sound, produced altogether such a combina-
tion of charms for Fanny, as made her gradually almost careless of the
circumstances under which she felt them. Nay, had she been without
his arm, she would soon have known that she needed it, for she wanted
strength for a two hours’ saunter of this kind, coming, as it generally did,
upon a week’s previous inactivity. Fanny was beginning to feel the effect
of being debarred from her usual regular exercise; she had lost ground
as to health since her being in Portsmouth; and but for Mr. Crawford
and the beauty of the weather would soon have been knocked up now.

The loveliness of the day, and of the view, he felt like herself. They
often stopt with the same sentiment and taste, leaning against the wall,
some minutes, to look and admire; and considering he was not Edmund,
Fanny could not but allow that he was sufficiently open to the charms
of nature, and very well able to express his admiration. She had a few
tender reveries now and then, which he could sometimes take advan-
tage of to look in her face without detection; and the result of these
looks was, that though as bewitching as ever, her face was less bloom-
ing than it ought to be. She said she was very well, and did not like
to be supposed otherwise; but take it all in all, he was convinced that
her present residence could not be comfortable, and therefore could not
be salutary for her, and he was growing anxious for her being again at
Mansfield, where her own happiness, and his in seeing her, must be so
much greater.

“You have been here a month, I think?” said he.

“No; not quite a month. It is only four weeks to-morrow since I left
Mansfield.”

“You are a most accurate and honest reckoner. I should call that a
month.”

“I did not arrive here till Tuesday evening.”

“And it is to be a two months’ visit, is not?”

“Yes. My uncle talked of two months. I suppose it will not be less.”

“And how are you to be conveyed back again? Who comes for
you?”

“I do not know. I have heard nothing about it yet from my aunt.
Perhaps I may be to stay longer. It may not be convenient for me to be
fetched exactly at the two months’ end.”
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JANE AUSTEN

Rebecca’s puddings and Rebecca’s hashes, brought to table, as they all
were, with such accompaniments of half-cleaned plates, and not half-
cleaned knives and forks, that she was very often constrained to defer
her heartiest meal till she could send her brothers in the evening for
biscuits and buns. After being nursed up at Mansfield, it was too late
in the day to be hardened at Portsmouth; and though Sir Thomas, had
he known all, might have thought his niece in the most promising way
of being starved, both mind and body, into a much juster value for Mr.
Crawford’s good company and good fortune, he would probably have
feared to push his experiment farther, lest she might die under the cure.

Fanny was out of spirits all the rest of the day. Though tolerably
secure of not seeing Mr. Crawford again, she could not help being low.
It was parting with somebody of the nature of a friend; and though, in
one light, glad to have him gone, it seemed as if she was now deserted
by everybody; it was a sort of renewed separation from Mansfield; and
she could not think of his returning to town, and being frequently with
Mary and Edmund, without feelings so near akin to envy as made her
hate herself for having them.

Her dejection had no abatement from anything passing around her;
a friend or two of her father’s, as always happened if he was not with
them, spent the long, long evening there; and from six o’clock till half-
past nine, there was little intermission of noise or grog. She was very
low. The wonderful improvement which she still fancied in Mr. Craw-
ford was the nearest to administering comfort of anything within the
current of her thoughts. Not considering in how different a circle she
had been just seeing him, nor how much might be owing to contrast,
she was quite persuaded of his being astonishingly more gentle and re-
gardful of others than formerly. And, if in little things, must it not be
so in great? So anxious for her health and comfort, so very feeling as
he now expressed himself, and really seemed, might not it be fairly sup-
posed that he would not much longer persevere in a suit so distressing
to her?

Chapter 43

IT WAS PRESUMED that Mr. Crawford was travelling back, to London,
on the morrow, for nothing more was seen of him at Mr. Price’s; and
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two days afterwards, it was a fact ascertained to Fanny by the following
letter from his sister, opened and read by her, on another account, with
the most anxious curiosity:—

“I have to inform you, my dearest Fanny, that Henry has been down
to Portsmouth to see you; that he had a delightful walk with you to the
dockyard last Saturday, and one still more to be dwelt on the next day,
on the ramparts; when the balmy air, the sparkling sea, and your sweet
looks and conversation were altogether in the most delicious harmony,
and afforded sensations which are to raise ecstasy even in retrospect.
This, as well as I understand, is to be the substance of my information.
He makes me write, but I do not know what else is to be communicated,
except this said visit to Portsmouth, and these two said walks, and his
introduction to your family, especially to a fair sister of yours, a fine girl
of fifteen, who was of the party on the ramparts, taking her first lesson,
I presume, in love. T have not time for writing much, but it would be
out of place if I had, for this is to be a mere letter of business, penned
for the purpose of conveying necessary information, which could not
be delayed without risk of evil. My dear, dear Fanny, if [ had you here,
how I would talk to you! You should listen to me till you were tired,
and advise me till you were still tired more; but it is impossible to put a
hundredth part of my great mind on paper, so I will abstain altogether,
and leave you to guess what you like. I have no news for you. You
have politics, of course; and it would be too bad to plague you with the
names of people and parties that fill up my time. I ought to have sent
you an account of your cousin’s first party, but I was lazy, and now it
is too long ago; suffice it, that everything was just as it ought to be, in
a style that any of her connexions must have been gratified to witness,
and that her own dress and manners did her the greatest credit. My
friend, Mrs. Fraser, is mad for such a house, and it would not make
me miserable. 1 go to Lady Stornaway after Easter; she seems in high
spirits, and very happy. I fancy Lord S. is very good-humoured and
pleasant in his own family, and I do not think him so very ill-looking
as I did—at least, one sees many worse. He will not do by the side of
your cousin Edmund. Of the last-mentioned hero, what shall I say? If
I avoided his name entirely, it would look suspicious. I will say, then,
that we have seen him two or three times, and that my friends here are
very much struck with his gentlemanlike appearance. Mrs. Fraser (no
bad judge) declares she knows but three men in town who have so good
a person, height, and air; and I must confess, when he dined here the
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JANE AUSTEN

on her mind than the pages of Goldsmith; and she paid her sister the
compliment of preferring her style to that of any printed author. The
early habit of reading was wanting.

Their conversations, however, were not always on subjects so high
as history or morals. Others had their hour; and of lesser matters, none
returned so often, or remained so long between them, as Mansfield Park,
a description of the people, the manners, the amusements, the ways of
Mansfield Park. Susan, who had an innate taste for the genteel and well-
appointed, was eager to hear, and Fanny could not but indulge herself
in dwelling on so beloved a theme. She hoped it was not wrong; though,
after a time, Susan’s very great admiration of everything said or done
in her uncle’s house, and earnest longing to go into Northamptonshire,
seemed almost to blame her for exciting feelings which could not be
gratified.

Poor Susan was very little better fitted for home than her elder sister;
and as Fanny grew thoroughly to understand this, she began to feel that
when her own release from Portsmouth came, her happiness would have
a material drawback in leaving Susan behind. That a girl so capable of
being made everything good should be left in such hands, distressed her
more and more. Were she likely to have a home to invite her to, what
a blessing it would be! And had it been possible for her to return Mr.
Crawford’s regard, the probability of his being very far from objecting
to such a measure would have been the greatest increase of all her own
comforts. She thought he was really good-tempered, and could fancy
his entering into a plan of that sort most pleasantly.

Chapter 44

SEVEN WEEKS of the two months were very nearly gone, when the one
letter, the letter from Edmund, so long expected, was put into Fanny’s
hands. As she opened, and saw its length, she prepared herself for a
minute detail of happiness and a profusion of love and praise towards
the fortunate creature who was now mistress of his fate. These were the
contents—

“My Dear Fanny,—Excuse me that I have not written before. Craw-
ford told me that you were wishing to hear from me, but I found it im-
possible to write from London, and persuaded myself that you would
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understand my silence. Could I have sent a few happy lines, they should
not have been wanting, but nothing of that nature was ever in my power.
I am returned to Mansfield in a less assured state that when I left it. My
hopes are much weaker. You are probably aware of this already. So
very fond of you as Miss Crawford is, it is most natural that she should
tell you enough of her own feelings to furnish a tolerable guess at mine.
I will not be prevented, however, from making my own communication.
Our confidences in you need not clash. I ask no questions. There is
something soothing in the idea that we have the same friend, and that
whatever unhappy differences of opinion may exist between us, we are
united in our love of you. It will be a comfort to me to tell you how
things now are, and what are my present plans, if plans I can be said
to have. I have been returned since Saturday. I was three weeks in
London, and saw her (for London) very often. I had every attention
from the Frasers that could be reasonably expected. I dare say I was
not reasonable in carrying with me hopes of an intercourse at all like
that of Mansfield. It was her manner, however, rather than any unfre-
quency of meeting. Had she been different when I did see her, I should
have made no complaint, but from the very first she was altered: my
first reception was so unlike what I had hoped, that I had almost re-
solved on leaving London again directly. I need not particularise. You
know the weak side of her character, and may imagine the sentiments
and expressions which were torturing me. She was in high spirits, and
surrounded by those who were giving all the support of their own bad
sense to her too lively mind. I do not like Mrs. Fraser. She is a cold-
hearted, vain woman, who has married entirely from convenience, and
though evidently unhappy in her marriage, places her disappointment
not to faults of judgment, or temper, or disproportion of age, but to her
being, after all, less affluent than many of her acquaintance, especially
than her sister, Lady Stornaway, and is the determined supporter of ev-
erything mercenary and ambitious, provided it be only mercenary and
ambitious enough. I look upon her intimacy with those two sisters as
the greatest misfortune of her life and mine. They have been leading her
astray for years. Could she be detached from them!—and sometimes I
do not despair of it, for the affection appears to me principally on their
side. They are very fond of her; but I am sure she does not love them
as she loves you. When I think of her great attachment to you, indeed,
and the whole of her judicious, upright conduct as a sister, she appears
a very different creature, capable of everything noble, and I am ready to
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JANE AUSTEN

almost vexed into displeasure and anger against Edmund. “There is no
good in this delay,” said she. “Why is not it settled? He is blinded, and
nothing will open his eyes; nothing can, after having had truths before
him so long in vain. He will marry her, and be poor and miserable. God
grant that her influence do not make him cease to be respectable!” She
looked over the letter again. “‘So very fond of me!” ’tis nonsense all.
She loves nobody but herself and her brother. Her friends leading her
astray for years! She is quite as likely to have led them astray. They
have all, perhaps, been corrupting one another; but if they are so much
fonder of her than she is of them, she is the less likely to have been
hurt, except by their flattery. “The only woman in the world whom he
could ever think of as a wife.” T firmly believe it. It is an attachment
to govern his whole life. Accepted or refused, his heart is wedded to
her for ever. “The loss of Mary I must consider as comprehending the
loss of Crawford and Fanny.” Edmund, you do not know me. The
families would never be connected if you did not connect them! Oh!
write, write. Finish it at once. Let there be an end of this suspense. Fix,
commit, condemn yourself.”

Such sensations, however, were too near akin to resentment to be
long guiding Fanny’s soliloquies. She was soon more softened and sor-
rowful. His warm regard, his kind expressions, his confidential treat-
ment, touched her strongly. He was only too good to everybody. It was
a letter, in short, which she would not but have had for the world, and
which could never be valued enough. This was the end of it.

Everybody at all addicted to letter-writing, without having much to
say, which will include a large proportion of the female world at least,
must feel with Lady Bertram that she was out of luck in having such
a capital piece of Mansfield news as the certainty of the Grants going
to Bath, occur at a time when she could make no advantage of it, and
will admit that it must have been very mortifying to her to see it fall to
the share of her thankless son, and treated as concisely as possible at
the end of a long letter, instead of having it to spread over the largest
part of a page of her own. For though Lady Bertram rather shone in
the epistolary line, having early in her marriage, from the want of other
employment, and the circumstance of Sir Thomas’s being in Parliament,
got into the way of making and keeping correspondents, and formed for
herself a very creditable, common-place, amplifying style, so that a very
little matter was enough for her: she could not do entirely without any;
she must have something to write about, even to her niece; and being
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so soon to lose all the benefit of Dr. Grant’s gouty symptoms and Mrs.
Grant’s morning calls, it was very hard upon her to be deprived of one
of the last epistolary uses she could put them to.

There was a rich amends, however, preparing for her. Lady
Bertram’s hour of good luck came. Within a few days from the receipt
of Edmund’s letter, Fanny had one from her aunt, beginning thus—

“My Dear Fanny,—I take up my pen to communicate some very
alarming intelligence, which I make no doubt will give you much con-
cern”.

This was a great deal better than to have to take up the pen to ac-
quaint her with all the particulars of the Grants’ intended journey, for
the present intelligence was of a nature to promise occupation for the
pen for many days to come, being no less than the dangerous illness of
her eldest son, of which they had received notice by express a few hours
before.

Tom had gone from London with a party of young men to Newmar-
ket, where a neglected fall and a good deal of drinking had brought
on a fever; and when the party broke up, being unable to move, had
been left by himself at the house of one of these young men to the com-
forts of sickness and solitude, and the attendance only of servants. In-
stead of being soon well enough to follow his friends, as he had then
hoped, his disorder increased considerably, and it was not long before
he thought so ill of himself as to be as ready as his physician to have a
letter despatched to Mansfield.

“This distressing intelligence, as you may suppose,” observed her
ladyship, after giving the substance of it, “has agitated us exceedingly,
and we cannot prevent ourselves from being greatly alarmed and ap-
prehensive for the poor invalid, whose state Sir Thomas fears may be
very critical; and Edmund kindly proposes attending his brother imme-
diately, but I am happy to add that Sir Thomas will not leave me on this
distressing occasion, as it would be too trying for me. We shall greatly
miss Edmund in our small circle, but I trust and hope he will find the
poor invalid in a less alarming state than might be apprehended, and
that he will be able to bring him to Mansfield shortly, which Sir Thomas
proposes should be done, and thinks best on every account, and I flatter
myself the poor sufferer will soon be able to bear the removal without
material inconvenience or injury. As I have little doubt of your feeling
for us, my dear Fanny, under these distressing circumstances, I will write
again very soon.”
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JANE AUSTEN

paper could do. There was hardly any one in the house who might not
have described, from personal observation, better than herself; not one
who was not more useful at times to her son. She could do nothing but
glide in quietly and look at him; but when able to talk or be talked to,
or read to, Edmund was the companion he preferred. His aunt worried
him by her cares, and Sir Thomas knew not how to bring down his con-
versation or his voice to the level of irritation and feebleness. Edmund
was all in all. Fanny would certainly believe him so at least, and must
find that her estimation of him was higher than ever when he appeared
as the attendant, supporter, cheerer of a suffering brother. There was
not only the debility of recent illness to assist: there was also, as she
now learnt, nerves much affected, spirits much depressed to calm and
raise, and her own imagination added that there must be a mind to be
properly guided.

The family were not consumptive, and she was more inclined to
hope than fear for her cousin, except when she thought of Miss Craw-
ford; but Miss Crawford gave her the idea of being the child of good
luck, and to her selfishness and vanity it would be good luck to have
Edmund the only son.

Even in the sick chamber the fortunate Mary was not forgotten. Ed-
mund’s letter had this postscript. “On the subject of my last, I had
actually begun a letter when called away by Tom’s illness, but I have
now changed my mind, and fear to trust the influence of friends. When
Tom is better, I shall go.”

Such was the state of Mansfield, and so it continued, with scarcely
any change, till Easter. A line occasionally added by Edmund to his
mother’s letter was enough for Fanny’s information. Tom’s amendment
was alarmingly slow.

Easter came particularly late this year, as Fanny had most sorrow-
fully considered, on first learning that she had no chance of leaving
Portsmouth till after it. It came, and she had yet heard nothing of her
return—nothing even of the going to London, which was to precede her
return. Her aunt often expressed a wish for her, but there was no notice,
no message from the uncle on whom all depended. She supposed he
could not yet leave his son, but it was a cruel, a terrible delay to her.
The end of April was coming on; it would soon be almost three months,
instead of two, that she had been absent from them all, and that her
days had been passing in a state of penance, which she loved them too
well to hope they would thoroughly understand; and who could yet say
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when there might be leisure to think of or fetch her?

Her eagerness, her impatience, her longings to be with them, were
such as to bring a line or two of Cowper’s Tirocinium for ever before
her. “With what intense desire she wants her home,” was continually
on her tongue, as the truest description of a yearning which she could
not suppose any schoolboy’s bosom to feel more keenly.

When she had been coming to Portsmouth, she had loved to call it
her home, had been fond of saying that she was going home; the word
had been very dear to her, and so it still was, but it must be applied
to Mansfield. That was now the home. Portsmouth was Portsmouth;
Mansfield was home. They had been long so arranged in the indulgence
of her secret meditations, and nothing was more consolatory to her than
to find her aunt using the same language: “I cannot but say I much
regret your being from home at this distressing time, so very trying to
my spirits. I trust and hope, and sincerely wish you may never be absent
from home so long again,” were most delightful sentences to her. Still,
however, it was her private regale. Delicacy to her parents made her
careful not to betray such a preference of her uncle’s house. It was
always: “When I go back into Northamptonshire, or when I return to
Mansfield, I shall do so and so.” For a great while it was so, but at last
the longing grew stronger, it overthrew caution, and she found herself
talking of what she should do when she went home before she was
aware. She reproached herself, coloured, and looked fearfully towards
her father and mother. She need not have been uneasy. There was no
sign of displeasure, or even of hearing her. They were perfectly free from
any jealousy of Mansfield. She was as welcome to wish herself there as
to be there.

It was sad to Fanny to lose all the pleasures of spring. She had not
known before what pleasures she had to lose in passing March and April
in a town. She had not known before how much the beginnings and
progress of vegetation had delighted her. What animation, both of body
and mind, she had derived from watching the advance of that season
which cannot, in spite of its capriciousness, be unlovely, and seeing its
increasing beauties from the earliest flowers in the warmest divisions of
her aunt’s garden, to the opening of leaves of her uncle’s plantations,
and the glory of his woods. To be losing such pleasures was no trifle; to
be losing them, because she was in the midst of closeness and noise, to
have confinement, bad air, bad smells, substituted for liberty, freshness,
fragrance, and verdure, was infinitely worse: but even these incitements
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JANE AUSTEN

Mrs. R.’s Easter holidays will not last much longer; no doubt they are
thorough holidays to her. The Aylmers are pleasant people; and her
husband away, she can have nothing but enjoyment. I give her credit
for promoting his going dutifully down to Bath, to fetch his mother;
but how will she and the dowager agree in one house? Henry is not at
hand, so I have nothing to say from him. Do not you think Edmund
would have been in town again long ago, but for this illness>—Yours
ever, Mary.”

“I had actually begun folding my letter when Henry walked in, but
he brings no intelligence to prevent my sending it. Mrs. R. knows a
decline is apprehended; he saw her this morning: she returns to Wim-
pole Street to-day; the old lady is come. Now do not make yourself
uneasy with any queer fancies because he has been spending a few days
at Richmond. He does it every spring. Be assured he cares for nobody
but you. At this very moment he is wild to see you, and occupied only
in contriving the means for doing so, and for making his pleasure con-
duce to yours. In proof, he repeats, and more eagerly, what he said at
Portsmouth about our conveying you home, and I join him in it with all
my soul. Dear Fanny, write directly, and tell us to come. It will do us all
good. He and I can go to the Parsonage, you know, and be no trouble to
our friends at Mansfield Park. It would really be gratifying to see them
all again, and a little addition of society might be of infinite use to them;
and as to yourself, you must feel yourself to be so wanted there, that
you cannot in conscience—conscientious as you are—keep away, when
you have the means of returning. I have not time or patience to give
half Henry’s messages; be satisfied that the spirit of each and every one
is unalterable affection.”

Fanny’s disgust at the greater part of this letter, with her extreme re-
luctance to bring the writer of it and her cousin Edmund together, would
have made her (as she felt) incapable of judging impartially whether the
concluding offer might be accepted or not. To herself, individually, it
was most tempting. To be finding herself, perhaps within three days,
transported to Mansfield, was an image of the greatest felicity, but it
would have been a material drawback to be owing such felicity to per-
sons in whose feelings and conduct, at the present moment, she saw
so much to condemn: the sister’s feelings, the brother’s conduct, her
cold-hearted ambition, his thoughtless vanity. To have him still the ac-
quaintance, the flirt perhaps, of Mrs. Rushworth! She was mortified.
She had thought better of him. Happily, however, she was not left to
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weigh and decide between opposite inclinations and doubtful notions
of right; there was no occasion to determine whether she ought to keep
Edmund and Mary asunder or not. She had a rule to apply to, which set-
tled everything. Her awe of her uncle, and her dread of taking a liberty
with him, made it instantly plain to her what she had to do. She must
absolutely decline the proposal. If he wanted, he would send for her;
and even to offer an early return was a presumption which hardly any-
thing would have seemed to justify. She thanked Miss Crawford, but
gave a decided negative. “Her uncle, she understood, meant to fetch
her; and as her cousin’s illness had continued so many weeks without
her being thought at all necessary, she must suppose her return would
be unwelcome at present, and that she should be felt an encumbrance.”

Her representation of her cousin’s state at this time was exactly ac-
cording to her own belief of it, and such as she supposed would convey
to the sanguine mind of her correspondent the hope of everything she
was wishing for. Edmund would be forgiven for being a clergyman,
it seemed, under certain conditions of wealth; and this, she suspected,
was all the conquest of prejudice which he was so ready to congratulate
himself upon. She had only learnt to think nothing of consequence but
money.

Chapter 46

As FANNY could not doubt that her answer was conveying a real disap-
pointment, she was rather in expectation, from her knowledge of Miss
Crawford’s temper, of being urged again; and though no second letter
arrived for the space of a week, she had still the same feeling when it
did come.

On receiving it, she could instantly decide on its containing little
writing, and was persuaded of its having the air of a letter of haste
and business. Its object was unquestionable; and two moments were
enough to start the probability of its being merely to give her notice
that they should be in Portsmouth that very day, and to throw her into
all the agitation of doubting what she ought to do in such a case. If two
moments, however, can surround with difficulties, a third can disperse
them; and before she had opened the letter, the possibility of Mr. and
Miss Crawford’s having applied to her uncle and obtained his permis-
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JANE AUSTEN

not long been enrolled in the lists of Hymen, and who had promised to
become so brilliant a leader in the fashionable world, having quitted her
husband’s roof in company with the well-known and captivating Mr. C.,
the intimate friend and associate of Mr. R., and it was not known even
to the editor of the newspaper whither they were gone.”

“It is a mistake, sir,” said Fanny instantly; “it must be a mistake, it
cannot be true; it must mean some other people.”

She spoke from the instinctive wish of delaying shame; she spoke
with a resolution which sprung from despair, for she spoke what she
did not, could not believe herself. It had been the shock of conviction as
she read. The truth rushed on her; and how she could have spoken at all,
how she could even have breathed, was afterwards matter of wonder to
herself.

M. Price cared too little about the report to make her much answer.
“It might be all a lie,” he acknowledged; “but so many fine ladies were
going to the devil nowadays that way, that there was no answering for
anybody.”

“Indeed, I hope it is not true,” said Mrs. Price plaintively; “it would
be so very shocking! If I have spoken once to Rebecca about that carpet,
I am sure I have spoke at least a dozen times; have not I, Betsey? And it
would not be ten minutes” work.”

The horror of a mind like Fanny’s, as it received the conviction of
such guilt, and began to take in some part of the misery that must ensue,
can hardly be described. At first, it was a sort of stupefaction; but every
moment was quickening her perception of the horrible evil. She could
not doubt, she dared not indulge a hope, of the paragraph being false.
Miss Crawford’s letter, which she had read so often as to make every line
her own, was in frightful conformity with it. Her eager defence of her
brother, her hope of its being hushed up, her evident agitation, were all
of a piece with something very bad; and if there was a woman of charac-
ter in existence, who could treat as a trifle this sin of the first magnitude,
who would try to gloss it over, and desire to have it unpunished, she
could believe Miss Crawford to be the woman! Now she could see her
own mistake as to who were gone, or said to be gone. It was not Mr.
and Mrs. Rushworth; it was Mrs. Rushworth and Mr. Crawford.

Fanny seemed to herself never to have been shocked before. There
was no possibility of rest. The evening passed without a pause of misery,
the night was totally sleepless. She passed only from feelings of sickness
to shudderings of horror; and from hot fits of fever to cold. The event
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was so shocking, that there were moments even when her heart revolted
from it as impossible: when she thought it could not be. A woman
married only six months ago; a man professing himself devoted, even
engaged to another; that other her near relation; the whole family, both
families connected as they were by tie upon tie; all friends, all intimate
together! It was too horrible a confusion of guilt, too gross a compli-
cation of evil, for human nature, not in a state of utter barbarism, to
be capable of! yet her judgment told her it was so. His unsettled af-
fections, wavering with his vanity, Maria’s decided attachment, and no
sufficient principle on either side, gave it possibility: Miss Crawford’s
letter stampt it a fact.

What would be the consequence? Whom would it not injure?
Whose views might it not affect? Whose peace would it not cut up for
ever? Miss Crawford, herself, Edmund; but it was dangerous, perhaps,
to tread such ground. She confined herself, or tried to confine herself, to
the simple, indubitable family misery which must envelop all, if it were
indeed a matter of certified guilt and public exposure. The mother’s suf-
ferings, the father’s; there she paused. Julia’s, Tom’s, Edmund’s; there
a yet longer pause. They were the two on whom it would fall most
horribly. Sir Thomas’s parental solicitude and high sense of honour and
decorum, Edmund’s upright principles, unsuspicious temper, and gen-
uine strength of feeling, made her think it scarcely possible for them to
support life and reason under such disgrace; and it appeared to her that,
as far as this world alone was concerned, the greatest blessing to every
one of kindred with Mrs. Rushworth would be instant annihilation.

Nothing happened the next day, or the next, to weaken her terrors.
Two posts came in, and brought no refutation, public or private. There
was no second letter to explain away the first from Miss Crawford; there
was no intelligence from Mansfield, though it was now full time for her
to hear again from her aunt. This was an evil omen. She had, indeed,
scarcely the shadow of a hope to soothe her mind, and was reduced to
so low and wan and trembling a condition, as no mother, not unkind,
except Mrs. Price could have overlooked, when the third day did bring
the sickening knock, and a letter was again put into her hands. It bore
the London postmark, and came from Edmund.

“Dear Fanny,—You know our present wretchedness. May God sup-
port you under your share! We have been here two days, but there is
nothing to be done. They cannot be traced. You may not have heard
of the last blow—Julia’s elopement; she is gone to Scotland with Yates.
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terrible to her.

The carriage came; and he entered the house again at the same mo-
ment, just in time to spend a few minutes with the family, and be a
witness—but that he saw nothing—of the tranquil manner in which the
daughters were parted with, and just in time to prevent their sitting
down to the breakfast-table, which, by dint of much unusual activity,
was quite and completely ready as the carriage drove from the door.
Fanny’s last meal in her father’s house was in character with her first:
she was dismissed from it as hospitably as she had been welcomed.

How her heart swelled with joy and gratitude as she passed the bar-
riers of Portsmouth, and how Susan’s face wore its broadest smiles, may
be easily conceived. Sitting forwards, however, and screened by her bon-
net, those smiles were unseen.

The journey was likely to be a silent one. Edmund’s deep sighs often
reached Fanny. Had he been alone with her, his heart must have opened
in spite of every resolution; but Susan’s presence drove him quite into
himself, and his attempts to talk on indifferent subjects could never be
long supported.

Fanny watched him with never-failing solicitude, and sometimes
catching his eye, revived an affectionate smile, which comforted her;
but the first day’s journey passed without her hearing a word from him
on the subjects that were weighing him down. The next morning pro-
duced a little more. Just before their setting out from Oxford, while
Susan was stationed at a window, in eager observation of the departure
of a large family from the inn, the other two were standing by the fire;
and Edmund, particularly struck by the alteration in Fanny’s looks, and
from his ignorance of the daily evils of her father’s house, attributing an
undue share of the change, attributing all to the recent event, took her
hand, and said in a low, but very expressive tone, “No wonder—you
must feel it—you must suffer. How a man who had once loved, could
desert you! But yours—your regard was new compared with Fanny,
think of me!”

The first division of their journey occupied a long day, and brought
them, almost knocked up, to Oxford; but the second was over at a
much earlier hour. They were in the environs of Mansfield long before
the usual dinner-time, and as they approached the beloved place, the
hearts of both sisters sank a little. Fanny began to dread the meeting
with her aunts and Tom, under so dreadful a humiliation; and Susan to
feel with some anxiety, that all her best manners, all her lately acquired
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knowledge of what was practised here, was on the point of being called
into action. Visions of good and ill breeding, of old vulgarisms and new
gentilities, were before her; and she was meditating much upon silver
forks, napkins, and finger-glasses. Fanny had been everywhere awake to
the difference of the country since February; but when they entered the
Park her perceptions and her pleasures were of the keenest sort. It was
three months, full three months, since her quitting it, and the change
was from winter to summer. Her eye fell everywhere on lawns and
plantations of the freshest green; and the trees, though not fully clothed,
were in that delightful state when farther beauty is known to be at hand,
and when, while much is actually given to the sight, more yet remains
for the imagination. Her enjoyment, however, was for herself alone.
Edmund could not share it. She looked at him, but he was leaning back,
sunk in a deeper gloom than ever, and with eyes closed, as if the view of
cheerfulness oppressed him, and the lovely scenes of home must be shut
out.

It made her melancholy again; and the knowledge of what must be
enduring there, invested even the house, modern, airy, and well situated
as it was, with a melancholy aspect.

By one of the suffering party within they were expected with such im-
patience as she had never known before. Fanny had scarcely passed the
solemn-looking servants, when Lady Bertram came from the drawing-
room to meet her; came with no indolent step; and falling on her neck,
said, “Dear Fanny! now I shall be comfortable.”

Chapter 47

IT HAD BEEN a miserable party, each of the three believing themselves
most miserable. Mrs. Norris, however, as most attached to Maria, was
really the greatest sufferer. Maria was her first favourite, the dearest
of all; the match had been her own contriving, as she had been wont
with such pride of heart to feel and say, and this conclusion of it almost
overpowered her.

She was an altered creature, quieted, stupefied, indifferent to every-
thing that passed. The being left with her sister and nephew, and all
the house under her care, had been an advantage entirely thrown away;
she had been unable to direct or dictate, or even fancy herself useful.
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JANE AUSTEN

worth’s return, but was so much counteracted in Wimpole Street by
the influence of Mr. Rushworth’s mother, that the worst consequences
might be apprehended.

This dreadful communication could not be kept from the rest of the
family. Sir Thomas set off, Edmund would go with him, and the others
had been left in a state of wretchedness, inferior only to what followed
the receipt of the next letters from London. Everything was by that time
public beyond a hope. The servant of Mrs. Rushworth, the mother, had
exposure in her power, and supported by her mistress, was not to be
silenced. The two ladies, even in the short time they had been together,
had disagreed; and the bitterness of the elder against her daughter-in-
law might perhaps arise almost as much from the personal disrespect
with which she had herself been treated as from sensibility for her son.

However that might be, she was unmanageable. But had she been
less obstinate, or of less weight with her son, who was always guided
by the last speaker, by the person who could get hold of and shut him
up, the case would still have been hopeless, for Mrs. Rushworth did
not appear again, and there was every reason to conclude her to be
concealed somewhere with Mr. Crawford, who had quitted his uncle’s
house, as for a journey, on the very day of her absenting herself.

Sir Thomas, however, remained yet a little longer in town, in the
hope of discovering and snatching her from farther vice, though all was
lost on the side of character.

His present state Fanny could hardly bear to think of. There was
but one of his children who was not at this time a source of misery
to him. Tom’s complaints had been greatly heightened by the shock
of his sister’s conduct, and his recovery so much thrown back by it,
that even Lady Bertram had been struck by the difference, and all her
alarms were regularly sent off to her husband; and Julia’s elopement, the
additional blow which had met him on his arrival in London, though
its force had been deadened at the moment, must, she knew, be sorely
felt. She saw that it was. His letters expressed how much he deplored
it. Under any circumstances it would have been an unwelcome alliance;
but to have it so clandestinely formed, and such a period chosen for
its completion, placed Julia’s feelings in a most unfavourable light, and
severely aggravated the folly of her choice. He called it a bad thing,
done in the worst manner, and at the worst time; and though Julia was
yet as more pardonable than Maria as folly than vice, he could not but
regard the step she had taken as opening the worst probabilities of a
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conclusion hereafter like her sister’s. Such was his opinion of the set
into which she had thrown herself.

Fanny felt for him most acutely. He could have no comfort but
in Edmund. Every other child must be racking his heart. His displea-
sure against herself she trusted, reasoning differently from Mrs. Norris,
would now be done away. She should be justified. Mr. Crawford would
have fully acquitted her conduct in refusing him; but this, though most
material to herself, would be poor consolation to Sir Thomas. Her un-
cle’s displeasure was terrible to her; but what could her justification or
her gratitude and attachment do for him? His stay must be on Edmund
alone.

She was mistaken, however, in supposing that Edmund gave his fa-
ther no present pain. It was of a much less poignant nature than what
the others excited; but Sir Thomas was considering his happiness as very
deeply involved in the offence of his sister and friend; cut off by it, as he
must be, from the woman whom he had been pursuing with undoubted
attachment and strong probability of success; and who, in everything
but this despicable brother, would have been so eligible a connexion.
He was aware of what Edmund must be suffering on his own behalf, in
addition to all the rest, when they were in town: he had seen or conjec-
tured his feelings; and, having reason to think that one interview with
Miss Crawford had taken place, from which Edmund derived only in-
creased distress, had been as anxious on that account as on others to
get him out of town, and had engaged him in taking Fanny home to her
aunt, with a view to his relief and benefit, no less than theirs. Fanny
was not in the secret of her uncle’s feelings, Sir Thomas not in the secret
of Miss Crawford’s character. Had he been privy to her conversation
with his son, he would not have wished her to belong to him, though
her twenty thousand pounds had been forty.

That Edmund must be for ever divided from Miss Crawford did not
admit of a doubt with Fanny; and yet, till she knew that he felt the
same, her own conviction was insufficient. She thought he did, but she
wanted to be assured of it. If he would now speak to her with the
unreserve which had sometimes been too much for her before, it would
be most consoling; but that she found was not to be. She seldom saw
him: never alone. He probably avoided being alone with her. What was
to be inferred? That his judgment submitted to all his own peculiar and
bitter share of this family affliction, but that it was too keenly felt to
be a subject of the slightest communication. This must be his state. He
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JANE AUSTEN

to want any other object. He would have taken no pains to be on
terms with Mrs. Rushworth again. It would have all ended in a regular
standing flirtation, in yearly meetings at Sotherton and Everingham.’
Could you have believed it possible? But the charm is broken. My eyes
are opened.”

“Cruel!” said Fanny, “quite cruel. At such a moment to give way to
gaiety, to speak with lightness, and to you! Absolute cruelty.”

“Cruelty, do you call it? We differ there. No, hers is not a cruel
nature. I do not consider her as meaning to wound my feelings. The
evil lies yet deeper: in her total ignorance, unsuspiciousness of there
being such feelings; in a perversion of mind which made it natural to
her to treat the subject as she did. She was speaking only as she had
been used to hear others speak, as she imagined everybody else would
speak. Hers are not faults of temper. She would not voluntarily give
unnecessary pain to any one, and though I may deceive myself, I cannot
but think that for me, for my feelings, she would—Hers are faults of
principle, Fanny; of blunted delicacy and a corrupted, vitiated mind.
Perhaps it is best for me, since it leaves me so little to regret. Not so,
however. Gladly would I submit to all the increased pain of losing her,
rather than have to think of her as I do. I told her so.”

“Did you?”

“Yes; when I left her I told her so.”

“How long were you together?”

“Five-and-twenty minutes. Well, she went on to say that what re-
mained now to be done was to bring about a marriage between them.
She spoke of it, Fanny, with a steadier voice than I can.” He was obliged
to pause more than once as he continued. “ “We must persuade Henry
to marry her,” said she; ‘and what with honour, and the certainty of hav-
ing shut himself out for ever from Fanny, I do not despair of it. Fanny
he must give up. I do not think that even he could now hope to succeed
with one of her stamp, and therefore I hope we may find no insuperable
difficulty. My influence, which is not small shall all go that way; and
when once married, and properly supported by her own family, people
of respectability as they are, she may recover her footing in society to
a certain degree. In some circles, we know, she would never be admit-
ted, but with good dinners, and large parties, there will always be those
who will be glad of her acquaintance; and there is, undoubtedly, more
liberality and candour on those points than formerly. What I advise is,
that your father be quiet. Do not let him injure his own cause by inter-
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ference. Persuade him to let things take their course. If by any officious
exertions of his, she is induced to leave Henry’s protection, there will
be much less chance of his marrying her than if she remain with him. I
know how he is likely to be influenced. Let Sir Thomas trust to his hon-
our and compassion, and it may all end well; but if he get his daughter
away, it will be destroying the chief hold.””

After repeating this, Edmund was so much affected that Fanny,
watching him with silent, but most tender concern, was almost sorry
that the subject had been entered on at all. It was long before he could
speak again. At last, “Now, Fanny,” said he, “I shall soon have done.
I have told you the substance of all that she said. As soon as I could
speak, I replied that I had not supposed it possible, coming in such a
state of mind into that house as I had done, that anything could occur
to make me suffer more, but that she had been inflicting deeper wounds
in almost every sentence. That though I had, in the course of our ac-
quaintance, been often sensible of some difference in our opinions, on
points, too, of some moment, it had not entered my imagination to
conceive the difference could be such as she had now proved it. That
the manner in which she treated the dreadful crime committed by her
brother and my sister (with whom lay the greater seduction I pretended
not to say), but the manner in which she spoke of the crime itself, giv-
ing it every reproach but the right; considering its ill consequences only
as they were to be braved or overborne by a defiance of decency and
impudence in wrong; and last of all, and above all, recommending to
us a compliance, a compromise, an acquiescence in the continuance of
the sin, on the chance of a marriage which, thinking as I now thought
of her brother, should rather be prevented than sought; all this together
most grievously convinced me that I had never understood her before,
and that, as far as related to mind, it had been the creature of my own
imagination, not Miss Crawford, that I had been too apt to dwell on
for many months past. That, perhaps, it was best for me; I had less
to regret in sacrificing a friendship, feelings, hopes which must, at any
rate, have been torn from me now. And yet, that I must and would
confess that, could I have restored her to what she had appeared to me
before, I would infinitely prefer any increase of the pain of parting, for
the sake of carrying with me the right of tenderness and esteem. This is
what I said, the purport of it; but, as you may imagine, not spoken so
collectedly or methodically as I have repeated it to you. She was aston-
ished, exceedingly astonished—more than astonished. I saw her change
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JANE AUSTEN

ing it; that in so doing he had sacrificed the right to the expedient, and
been governed by motives of selfishness and worldly wisdom. These
were reflections that required some time to soften; but time will do al-
most everything; and though little comfort arose on Mrs. Rushworth’s
side for the misery she had occasioned, comfort was to be found greater
than he had supposed in his other children. Julia’s match became a less
desperate business than he had considered it at first. She was humble,
and wishing to be forgiven; and Mr. Yates, desirous of being really re-
ceived into the family, was disposed to look up to him and be guided.
He was not very solid; but there was a hope of his becoming less trifling,
of his being at least tolerably domestic and quiet; and at any rate, there
was comfort in finding his estate rather more, and his debts much less,
than he had feared, and in being consulted and treated as the friend best
worth attending to. There was comfort also in Tom, who gradually re-
gained his health, without regaining the thoughtlessness and selfishness
of his previous habits. He was the better for ever for his illness. He
had suffered, and he had learned to think: two advantages that he had
never known before; and the self-reproach arising from the deplorable
event in Wimpole Street, to which he felt himself accessory by all the
dangerous intimacy of his unjustifiable theatre, made an impression on
his mind which, at the age of six-and-twenty, with no want of sense or
good companions, was durable in its happy effects. He became what he
ought to be: useful to his father, steady and quiet, and not living merely
for himself.

Here was comfort indeed! and quite as soon as Sir Thomas could
place dependence on such sources of good, Edmund was contributing to
his father’s ease by improvement in the only point in which he had given
him pain before—improvement in his spirits. After wandering about
and sitting under trees with Fanny all the summer evenings, he had so
well talked his mind into submission as to be very tolerably cheerful
again.

These were the circumstances and the hopes which gradually
brought their alleviation to Sir Thomas, deadening his sense of what
was lost, and in part reconciling him to himself; though the anguish
arising from the conviction of his own errors in the education of his
daughters was never to be entirely done away.

Too late he became aware how unfavourable to the character of
any young people must be the totally opposite treatment which Maria
and Julia had been always experiencing at home, where the excessive
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indulgence and flattery of their aunt had been continually contrasted
with his own severity. He saw how ill he had judged, in expecting to
counteract what was wrong in Mrs. Norris by its reverse in himself;
clearly saw that he had but increased the evil by teaching them to repress
their spirits in his presence so as to make their real disposition unknown
to him, and sending them for all their indulgences to a person who had
been able to attach them only by the blindness of her affection, and the
excess of her praise.

Here had been grievous mismanagement; but, bad as it was, he grad-
ually grew to feel that it had not been the most direful mistake in his
plan of education. Something must have been wanting within, or time
would have worn away much of its ill effect. He feared that principle,
active principle, had been wanting; that they had never been properly
taught to govern their inclinations and tempers by that sense of duty
which can alone suffice. They had been instructed theoretically in their
religion, but never required to bring it into daily practice. To be dis-
tinguished for elegance and accomplishments, the authorised object of
their youth, could have had no useful influence that way, no moral effect
on the mind. He had meant them to be good, but his cares had been
directed to the understanding and manners, not the disposition; and of
the necessity of self-denial and humility, he feared they had never heard
from any lips that could profit them.

Bitterly did he deplore a deficiency which now he could scarcely
comprehend to have been possible. Wretchedly did he feel, that with
all the cost and care of an anxious and expensive education, he had
brought up his daughters without their understanding their first duties,
or his being acquainted with their character and temper.

The high spirit and strong passions of Mrs. Rushworth, especially,
were made known to him only in their sad result. She was not to be
prevailed on to leave Mr. Crawford. She hoped to marry him, and they
continued together till she was obliged to be convinced that such hope
was vain, and till the disappointment and wretchedness arising from the
conviction rendered her temper so bad, and her feelings for him so like
hatred, as to make them for a while each other’s punishment, and then
induce a voluntary separation.

She had lived with him to be reproached as the ruin of all his hap-
piness in Fanny, and carried away no better consolation in leaving him
than that she had divided them. What can exceed the misery of such a
mind in such a situation?
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JANE AUSTEN

is probable that Mr. Yates would never have succeeded. She had not
eloped with any worse feelings than those of selfish alarm. It had ap-
peared to her the only thing to be done. Maria’s guilt had induced
Julia’s folly.

Henry Crawford, ruined by early independence and bad domestic
example, indulged in the freaks of a cold-blooded vanity a little too
long. Once it had, by an opening undesigned and unmerited, led him
into the way of happiness. Could he have been satisfied with the con-
quest of one amiable woman’s affections, could he have found sufficient
exultation in overcoming the reluctance, in working himself into the es-
teem and tenderness of Fanny Price, there would have been every prob-
ability of success and felicity for him. His affection had already done
something. Her influence over him had already given him some influ-
ence over her. Would he have deserved more, there can be no doubt
that more would have been obtained, especially when that marriage
had taken place, which would have given him the assistance of her con-
science in subduing her first inclination, and brought them very often
together. Would he have persevered, and uprightly, Fanny must have
been his reward, and a reward very voluntarily bestowed, within a rea-
sonable period from Edmund’s marrying Mary.

Had he done as he intended, and as he knew he ought, by going
down to Everingham after his return from Portsmouth, he might have
been deciding his own happy destiny. But he was pressed to stay for
Mrs. Fraser’s party; his staying was made of flattering consequence, and
he was to meet Mrs. Rushworth there. Curiosity and vanity were both
engaged, and the temptation of immediate pleasure was too strong for a
mind unused to make any sacrifice to right: he resolved to defer his Nor-
folk journey, resolved that writing should answer the purpose of it, or
that its purpose was unimportant, and staid. He saw Mrs. Rushworth,
was received by her with a coldness which ought to have been repulsive,
and have established apparent indifference between them for ever; but
he was mortified, he could not bear to be thrown off by the woman
whose smiles had been so wholly at his command: he must exert him-
self to subdue so proud a display of resentment; it was anger on Fanny’s
account; he must get the better of it, and make Mrs. Rushworth Maria
Bertram again in her treatment of himself.

In this spirit he began the attack, and by animated perseverance had
soon re-established the sort of familiar intercourse, of gallantry, of flir-
tation, which bounded his views; but in triumphing over the discretion
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which, though beginning in anger, might have saved them both, he had
put himself in the power of feelings on her side more strong than he
had supposed. She loved him; there was no withdrawing attentions
avowedly dear to her. He was entangled by his own vanity, with as
little excuse of love as possible, and without the smallest inconstancy
of mind towards her cousin. To keep Fanny and the Bertrams from a
knowledge of what was passing became his first object. Secrecy could
not have been more desirable for Mrs. Rushworth’s credit than he felt
it for his own. When he returned from Richmond, he would have been
glad to see Mrs. Rushworth no more. All that followed was the result
of her imprudence; and he went off with her at last, because he could
not help it, regretting Fanny even at the moment, but regretting her in-
finitely more when all the bustle of the intrigue was over, and a very few
months had taught him, by the force of contrast, to place a yet higher
value on the sweetness of her temper, the purity of her mind, and the
excellence of her principles.

That punishment, the public punishment of disgrace, should in a
just measure attend his share of the offence is, we know, not one of the
barriers which society gives to virtue. In this world the penalty is less
equal than could be wished; but without presuming to look forward to
a juster appointment hereafter, we may fairly consider a man of sense,
like Henry Crawford, to be providing for himself no small portion of
vexation and regret: vexation that must rise sometimes to self-reproach,
and regret to wretchedness, in having so requited hospitality, so injured
family peace, so forfeited his best, most estimable, and endeared ac-
quaintance, and so lost the woman whom he had rationally as well as
passionately loved.

After what had passed to wound and alienate the two families, the
continuance of the Bertrams and Grants in such close neighbourhood
would have been most distressing; but the absence of the latter, for some
months purposely lengthened, ended very fortunately in the necessity, or
at least the practicability, of a permanent removal. Dr. Grant, through
an interest on which he had almost ceased to form hopes, succeeded
to a stall in Westminster, which, as affording an occasion for leaving
Mansfield, an excuse for residence in London, and an increase of income
to answer the expenses of the change, was highly acceptable to those
who went and those who staid.

Mrs. Grant, with a temper to love and be loved, must have gone
with some regret from the scenes and people she had been used to; but
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JANE AUSTEN

for a daughter, formed just such a contrast with his early opinion on
the subject when the poor little girl’s coming had been first agitated, as
time is for ever producing between the plans and decisions of mortals,
for their own instruction, and their neighbours’ entertainment.

Fanny was indeed the daughter that he wanted. His charitable kind-
ness had been rearing a prime comfort for himself. His liberality had
a rich repayment, and the general goodness of his intentions by her de-
served it. He might have made her childhood happier; but it had been
an error of judgment only which had given him the appearance of harsh-
ness, and deprived him of her early love; and now, on really knowing
each other, their mutual attachment became very strong. After settling
her at Thornton Lacey with every kind attention to her comfort, the
object of almost every day was to see her there, or to get her away from
it.

Selfishly dear as she had long been to Lady Bertram, she could not
be parted with willingly by her. No happiness of son or niece could
make her wish the marriage. But it was possible to part with her, be-
cause Susan remained to supply her place. Susan became the stationary
niece, delighted to be so; and equally well adapted for it by a readiness
of mind, and an inclination for usefulness, as Fanny had been by sweet-
ness of temper, and strong feelings of gratitude. Susan could never be
spared. First as a comfort to Fanny, then as an auxiliary, and last as
her substitute, she was established at Mansfield, with every appearance
of equal permanency. Her more fearless disposition and happier nerves
made everything easy to her there. With quickness in understanding
the tempers of those she had to deal with, and no natural timidity to
restrain any consequent wishes, she was soon welcome and useful to all;
and after Fanny’s removal succeeded so naturally to her influence over
the hourly comfort of her aunt, as gradually to become, perhaps, the
most beloved of the two. In her usefulness, in Fanny’s excellence, in
William’s continued good conduct and rising fame, and in the general
well-doing and success of the other members of the family, all assisting
to advance each other, and doing credit to his countenance and aid, Sir
Thomas saw repeated, and for ever repeated, reason to rejoice in what
he had done for them all, and acknowledge the advantages of early hard-
ship and discipline, and the consciousness of being born to struggle and
endure.

With so much true merit and true love, and no want of fortune and
friends, the happiness of the married cousins must appear as secure as
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earthly happiness can be. Equally formed for domestic life, and attached
to country pleasures, their home was the home of affection and comfort;
and to complete the picture of good, the acquisition of Mansfield living,
by the death of Dr. Grant, occurred just after they had been married long
enough to begin to want an increase of income, and feel their distance
from the paternal abode an inconvenience.

On that event they removed to Mansfield; and the Parsonage there,
which, under each of its two former owners, Fanny had never been able
to approach but with some painful sensation of restraint or alarm, soon
grew as dear to her heart, and as thoroughly perfect in her eyes, as
everything else within the view and patronage of Mansfield Park had
long been.
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